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A word from the Editor
What a difference a team makes!

This issue has been a delight to put together. Not 
only do we have a wide range of Horsell news and 
events to share, but I’ve been able to share out the 
load with the editing. Linda and Sue are fantastic – 
you can see their work throughout the magazine. 
Sue has created the wonderful poster for 
the Horsell Christmas Market and edited the 
fascinating piece our stalwart historians, Richard 

and Rosemary Christophers, have researched and 
written for us. Speaking of Richard and Rosemary, 
they have produced Horsell history pieces for 
us for years and would now like to reduce their 
commitment so that they are not doing every 
issue. If you are a Horsell historian who would like 
to contribute a piece now and then, please do get 
in touch at the email address below.
Linda is the talent behind the map for the Horsell 
Christmas Market and has put together the pages 
in the centre of this magazine. They are designed 
so that you can pull them out to take with you 
when you enjoy the return of this Horsell event on 
Saturday 4th December. Linda has also compiled 
the Horsell traders page that is making a return this 
issue. I hope that you enjoy finding out more about 
the people behind some of our village businesses. 
If you are a Horsell trader who would like to be 
featured on this page in the future, do get in touch 
via theresidenteditor@gmail.com. 
And then I’m really pleased to welcome Ian 
Berry, who has taken on the coordination of the 
advertising. He’s calmly dealt with the difficulty of 
juggling space and time – a bit like our own Doctor 
Who! We are really grateful for our advertisers – 
their fees cover the cost of printing this magazine 

so they are hugely important. Please do have a 
look at what they offer our village.
As well as Sue, Linda and Ian, there are many 
other people who support in the background. 
Sarah Davidson is always on the end of an email 
if there’s a piece that I need researched and 
written up, Caroline Hughes coordinated the 
page about Paul Rimmer’s retirement and Clare 
Cummings somehow found time to send me loads 
of information about the inspirational Horsell 
Scrubbers. Pam Barden and Michael Jones always 
find new information to share about the natural 
world around us. We are very fortunate to have 
such generous neighbours.
We are also fortunate to have wonderful 
photographers in the village. Caroline Hughes 
is responsible for our cover photo this issue. 
I’m clearly not the only person to be impressed 
because it also features as ‘January’ in the 2022 
Horsell Charity Calendar, which is for sale now. 
(Get your copy now!)
Phew! Thank you to everyone. I hope you enjoy 
the magazine.

Lucy

Welcome to Ian Berry, our new 
advertising coordinator
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View from the Chair
As I put pen to paper, I have now been in the 
Horsell Residents’ Association (HRA) Chair for 
four months and it’s been a very enjoyable 
experience!
By attending many of the HRA sub-committees’ 
meetings I have progressed from “resident 
spectator” to an “appreciator” of the hard 
work, imagination and dedication members 
consistently apply to making HRA events so 
popular – and Horsell the place to live.

This magazine has welcomed Sue and Linda to the editorial team and Ian 
has taken on the management of the advertising. It’s been good to see 
this team enhanced to produce this excellent quarterly magazine, I know 
that Lucy really appreciates their time and inspiration.
My thanks go to Dorothy Smith who has served HRA as member, Chair 
and President for some 26 years. She has decided to stand down as 
trustee and director of the charity and from the board. However, Dorothy 
remains our President and I’m sure will keep an eye on me to make sure I 
do my job properly! I had the pleasure of sitting in with her as she regaled 

her experiences to Sarah which you can read about on page 4.
As we approach Christmas, my mind reflects back to last year when 
COVID-19 restrictions prevented the usual travel and indoor gatherings. 
Like many, we were anticipating time with family and grandchildren, 
but the pandemic scuppered our plans. On the announcement of travel 
restrictions just prior to Christmas I thought what would Santa Claus do 
if there was a risk of children not getting their presents from him? So yes, 
I loaded Santa’s sledge (in my case a black German version) and ‘flew’ 
to deliver my grandsons’ presents. On arrival, I could only communicate 
with my family outside, at a safe distance and certainly without hugs.
This year will hopefully be different. Those with family will once again 
be able to celebrate, rejoice and be merry together. However, even in 
Horsell, there are those who may not have this pleasure. May I suggest 
that we all just reach out to that neighbour, who may be alone, with 
perhaps a knock at the door or card through the letterbox.  For them it 
just may be the nicest present they get and it hasn’t cost you a thing – 
just a kind thought.
Christmas is a very special time of the year so enjoy, celebrate and party 
but please remember “the reason for the season”. To everyone: have a very 
Happy Christmas. 
Alan Taylor

The 2022 Horsell 
Charity Calendar
The Horsell 2022 Charity Calendar is now on 
sale in Apples & Pears, Premier, Squires and St 
Mary’s Church. An ideal Christmas present at 
£7.00.  Since the 2016 calendar we have raised 
almost £20,000 for charities who support 
residents in Horsell.
This year the charities which will benefit from 
the calendar are:
Intergenerational Music Making (IMM): aims 
to bring generations together to build happier 
and stronger communities, tackling isolation 
and mental health by connecting children, 
families, community groups and creatives to 
their local care home or older person through 
musical creativity. Participants are often 
diverse in culture and faith as well as age 
group and are led in bespoke music therapy 
projects as well as nationwide initiatives such 
as Together with Music. 
imm-music.com

Samber, Riding for the Disabled: children who 
ride at Samber RDA range from 3 to 11 years and 
have a variety of disabilities including cerebral 
palsy, autism, behavioural and developmental 
difficulties. Riding increases muscle strength,  
balance, flexibility, co-ordination, concen-
tration and communication skills, and improves 
self-confidence. Samber RDA is totally 
self-funded, relying entirely on fundraising 
activities and donations.
samber-rda.org.uk
St Mary’s Church: St Mary’s is hoping to 
extend the St Andrew’s Room. This will help 
them to make better use of the space and 
provide better links with both the church, local 
families and the community.
stmarys-horsell.org.uk
Surrey Care Trust: provides learning, mentoring, 
counselling, volunteering opportunities and 
outreach support to enable people to improve 
their chances in life. They help troubled young 
people and vulnerable adults to improve their 
mental health, to provide a stable family home, 
to make the most of their education and to 
have the self-esteem and confidence required 
to find a job.
surreycaretrust.co.uk

A very big thank you to everyone who has 
helped with the 2022 calendar. From the 
calendar team who pulled it all together, the 
photographers whose lovely photos feature in 
the calendar, the businesses in the village who 
have supported production costs by buying 
advertising, the outlets who are selling the 
calendar and Knaphill Print who printed the 
calendars for us.

Alan Taylor

Heather Farm. Photo: Ann-Marie Barker.

Canal reflections. Photo: Avril Blagborough.

Wheatsheaf Common. Photo: Shirley Selden.
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Dorothy Smith has lived in the village since the 
1980s working as a HR manager then Director 
for Administration at the Institution of Civil 
Engineers in London. After devoting the last 26 
years to the Horsell community in roles such 
as Trustee and Chair of the Horsell Residents’ 
Association Limited (HRA), Dorothy is now 
stepping back to find more time for herself and 
her family but will remain as President in an 
advisory capacity. She also represents HRA on 
the Horsell Village Hall committee of trustees.
She met Alan, Chair of HRA, recently to talk 
about her experiences.
Alan: How did you first get involved in HRA?
Dorothy: I got involved in 1995 to help save 
and protect the site of Horsell Cricket Club from 
commercial development. There’s a backstory 
that will explain! In 1921, the site that is now 
Horsell Cricket Club grounds was known as the 
Horsell Sports Ground Association (HSGA). This 
was a charitable association founded by a group 
of Horsell residents. Unfortunately, by the early 
1990s there was only one trustee remaining and, 
as a registered charity, it could not exist with just 
one trustee so the site became ‘Bona Vacantia’ 
(owned by the Crown) and was taken over by the 
Treasury Solicitor. 
The site came under threat from developers 
who wanted to build firstly a superstore and 
later high-density housing. This brings me to my 
involvement. I joined the HRA committee and 

formed a sub-committee with the aim to save 
and protect the grounds from further threat. I 
am delighted to say that with the support of the 
National Playing Fields Association the grounds 
are now protected, held in Trust by them (as 
Custodian Trustees) and managed overall by the 
HSGA management committee to provide playing 
fields for the benefit of the people of Horsell.  
Alan: What was your greatest challenge?
Dorothy: Probably County Hall. With the help 
of Horsell residents, we managed to persuade 
Surrey County Council not to relocate County 
Hall to the Brewery Road car park site. This was a 
fascinating time when we as a village really took 

on the authorities, local and county. It was hard 
work and often quite complex but it was great to 
have the support of the residents. 
Then there’s Heather Farm too.  I am delighted 
to say that we managed to prevent the building 
of an incinerator or an anaerobic digestor there.
Alan: You clearly have a passion for village life
Dorothy: Horsell is a wonderful village, fantastic 
place to live and HRA works hard with local 
residents to keep it like that. I am fascinated by 
its past too. Did you know that the site of the 
cricket ground was originally a hop field where 
the hops were grown? In spring you can still 
see some hops growing in the hedge. Also, the 
Horsell Framing Company/Poppies and Peonies 
building was the Post Office, newsagent and toy 
shop? At one point, Horsell was just a few farms 
and some scattered residents! 
Alan: You are going to take a step back from the 
HRA.  What are you going to do with your time?
Dorothy: I am looking forward to travelling again.  
We have family in Australia we are longing to see 
again.  But generally, we have itchy feet! I have 
visited lots of fascinating places but if I had to pick 
a favourite then it would have to be Antarctica.  
It really was a once in a lifetime experience! 
Alan: Thank you, Dorothy, for all your commit-
ment and hard work in support of HRA and for 
local residents of Horsell.  
With thanks to Sarah Davidson for capturing this 
conversation

HRA – Dorothy Smith

Dorothy showing all the places she has visited 
along with her favourite – Antarctica!
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It was Thursday 9th April 2020 when I saw that 
news report on BBC News at Ten about home 
sewers in Derbyshire sewing scrubs. I had been 
feeling helpless and wanting to do something to 
help. Horsell Mutual Aid and Horsell Prepared 
had a high number of volunteers already. I was 
in awe at how our NHS staff were working and 
the news report gave me an idea. I remember 
thinking: “Hey! I have a sewing machine, I can 
sew, that’s something I can do”.
I had no idea this thought would turn into 
153 volunteers in total from around Woking, 
including Mayford, Woking, Sheerwater, St 
John’s and Knaphill as well as Horsell. This 
included washers and ironers (during the 
first lockdown this was a team from Horsell 
Girlguiding), cutters, sewers and drivers.
Ele Pucci and Paula Windsor were part of the 
admin team since the beginning. Ele organised 
patterns and helped with supporting the 
sewers, ordering supplies and managing a 
group of cutters and sewers. Paula helped 
with communications. Between us, we were 
dealing with hundreds of messages and emails 
daily! Paula dealt mainly with new volunteer 
and mask enquiries whilst I kept on top of the 
scrubs, bags and hats side of things.

Nicky Pucci looked after the GoFundMe 
account. Yvon Payne and Amanda Hoyle joined 
the admin team in the summer, respectively 
overseeing the smile mask makers and the mask 
makers, making sure they had the supplies they 
needed and collecting finished masks.
Horsell Scrubbers also made over 600 ‘duvet’ 
scrub sets for the Royal Surrey Hospital. They 
were very popular. The PPE Manager told me 
that it was the men who took the brightest 
coloured ones, especially the pink ones or 
those with hearts.
The GoFundMe account raised over £5,000 
and most was used to buy thread, interfacing, 
elastic and plastic for masks and other sewing 
supplies. We stopped making scrubs at the 
end of March 2021 and donated the remaining 
£650 in the account to the Royal Surrey Covid 
fund. This will be used to help with recovery 
and well-being of the front-line medical staff.
Since winding down scrubs making, Horsell 
Scrubbers have made the memory banner 
as a gift to the community and future 
generations to commemorate this time. We’ve 
also helped Horsell CofE Junior School with 
communion table covers. 

We are continuing as a community sewing 
group. We took a break over August and 
started September with a Platinum Jubilee 
project. We would like to help the local 
community and are open to requests – maybe 
the local schools would like help with making 
costumes for drama productions or a local 
charity needs help with making specific items?  
Contact me via our Facebook group.
What does it all mean to me? I really didn’t  
set out to run as large an operation as this. 
It’s been amazing as a community effort and 
I’ve loved getting to know and making friends 
with local people. It’s funny being instantly 
recognised in Horsell village and seeing people 
wave heartily towards me (rather than calling 
out) and communicate clearly, knowing that 
I am deaf. It feels so good to be giving and 
participating as an equal member of the 
community. The most heartening part for 
me was handing over scrubs to hospitals and 
medical staff – I could see how appreciated it 
was and felt proud of our volunteers for pulling 
together to make it happen.
Claire Cummings

Horsell Scrubbers

“I was immediately attracted to Halstead as soon as I walked through the door,
the girls were so bubbly, confident, bright and happy and the energy, laughter
and buzz in the classroom and throughout the school was contagious.  

Whilst we are incredibly proud of our academic success, our focus remains
providing a solid foundation where Halstead girls are treated as individuals and
are happy, well-rounded, intellectually curious and with a genuine
passion to learn.”

Sharon Maher, Headmistress 

HalsteadPrepSch
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Final numbers of items made:

1,274 scrub bags   838 scrub hats   5,383 masks   859 scrubs   717 smile masks

Some of Horsell ScrubbersCelebration cake Horsell Scrubbers Memory Banner

Claire Cummings
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On the retirement of Paul Rimmer, Estate Manager of Horsell Common Preservation Society (HCPS) 
and Woking’s Eminent Citizen of the year, 2021. Here is the citation written for the occasion: 

Paul has been pivotal in the management of Horsell Common for over 
30 years, first as a trustee and latterly as a full time Estate Manager. 
During this time, he has driven or been influential in many projects that 
have benefited Woking and beyond.
Horsell Common is by far the largest Public Open Space in the borough 
of Woking, providing an important area for informal recreation. It 
is also a part of the Thames Basin Heaths Special Protection Area, 
internationally noted for its rare and endangered wildlife. Paul has been 
responsible for the management of this important habitat and has been 
successful in securing a number of grant schemes and subsidies from 
Natural England and DEFRA totalling over £500,000. 
In 1997, working alongside HCPS colleagues, Paul assisted with 
negotiations in securing the freehold of McLaren Park as a Public Open 
Space and led the HCPS team in drawing up a management plan for the 
50-acre site. During Paul’s time with HCPS the Society’s landholding 
has increased from 740 acres in 1990 to 916 acres today. 

In 2010 Paul played a key role in 
acquiring Heather Farm, a redundant 
mushroom production facility that 
had been closed for almost a decade. 
Working in partnership with McLaren 
and Woking Borough Council, HCPS 
drew up an innovative plan to demolish 
and remove 14 acres of concrete and 
buildings to create a wetland habitat 
and recreational area of over 70 acres. 
The project included the refurbishment 
of a warehouse building to provide a 
permanent office for HCPS, a popular 
cafe and community-based facilities 
that are enjoyed by thousands of visitors 
every week.
In 2013 Paul was influential in the 
restoration of the Grade II Listed Muslim 
Burial Ground and the creation of the 
Peace Garden, a successful project that 
was opened by HRH Prince Edward.
In his spare time, Paul is a keen cyclist 
and has raised over £16,000 for Woking 
Hospice, taking part in a number of 
long-distance cycle rides, including John 
O’Groats to Land’s End and Horsell to 
Nice. In retirement, Paul and his partner, 
Jill, are looking forward to spending time 
exploring Devon and travelling around 
Europe in their motorhome.  

Woking and Sam Beare Hospice 
Woodland Walk 2021
The Hospice Woodland Walk was a huge success! Thank you to the 300+ 
groups and families who joined us to walk the five or ten miles’ from 
McLaren Technology Centre to beautiful woodlands and wetlands, 
across Fairoaks Airport to Heather Farm and onto Horsell Common. 
We’re still working out the amount you all raised but be assured, it really 
will make a difference to those we work with. Thank you!

Woking and Sam Beare Hospice Fun Run in December
Join us for our Festive Fun Run in Woking Park on 5th December. This is 
your chance to get dressed up in your best festive attire and have a fun 
day out while supporting your local hospice charity. As well as receiving 
a special medal, you’ll have the satisfaction of knowing you’ve helped 
our important work. Cost will be £10 for adults, £5 for children aged 4 
to 15 (under 3s go free). All children must be accompanied by a paying 
adult around the course.
Get more details from www.wsbhospices.co.uk

 

Alan Greenwood & Sons 
 

Independent Family Funeral Directors 
 

5, The Parade 
Frimley,  

Camberley 
GU16 7HY 

01276 684 650 
 

1 Anchor Hill,  
Knaphill,  
Woking  

GU21 2HL 
01483 487889 

 

2 Aldershot Road 
Woodbridge Hill 

Guildford 
GU2 8AF 

01483 567845 
 

14 Guildford Road 
Bagshot 

GU19 5JH 
01276 473 707 

 
 

Mimbridge Garden Estate 
Station Road 

Chobham 
GU24 8AR 

01276 858363  
 

66 Send Road 
Send,  

Woking 
GU23 7EU 

01483 210 222  
 

Visit Our Website for Full Details of Our Services and to View All Our Local Obituaries 
www.alangreenwoodfunerals.com 

 

Caring and Compassionate Service 24 hours 365 days  
Latest Jaguar or Mercedes Funeral Vehicles  

Golden Charter Pre-paid Funeral Plans  
Home Visit Arrangements  

Everything you would expect from a Funeral Director  
We will not be beaten on price 

Horsell Common Preservation Society

Welcome to…
Jeremy Dalton has been appointed as the new Estate Manager and 
Rupert Millican as Senior Ranger. We welcome them both.
For more information about Horsell Common, including volunteering 
opportunities, email: info@horsellcommon.org.uk.

Paul Rimmer

Heather Farm now. Photo: HCPS.
The ‘before’ picture:  
The mushroom farm. Photo: HCPS.

Former HCPS chairman 
David Robbins (R) reviews 
Heather Farm plans with 
Paul Rimmer. Photo: 
Graeme Larter (Woking 
News and Mail).
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Horsell Village 
this Christmas

December 2021

Christmas tree Festival 
St. Mary’s Church

Friday 3rd 2.30 - 6
Saturday 4th 10 - 4.30

PTA Christmas Fair
The Village School

Saturday 4th 12 - 3

Horsell Christmas Market
Horsell High Street

from the Crown to Horsell Evangelical Church
Saturday 4th 1.30 - 5.30

xmas@horsellresidents.com
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Horsell Christmas Market 2021
We’re back! Organised by the Horsell Residents’ Association (HRA)’s 
Second Thursday Club (STC), the High Street will again be buzzing 
with more than 40 stalls and shops selling Christmas goodies. 
There will be live music and street food from The Crown to Horsell 
Kitchen and the Evangelical Church. Don’t miss further stalls in the 

Evangelical Church Hall and car park (behind Café Primo), with a 
saxophone quartet in the lobby.  Look out for Indian snacks, paella, 
Horsell bangers and burgers, mulled wine and mince pies, and 
Thurstons’ local brew and Horsell Uncommon Gin - not forgetting 
Father Christmas!

Stalls in the High Street and Horsell Evangelical Church
• Thurstons Brewery – locally-brewed prize-winning beer and Horsell Uncommon Gin 

• The Cricketers – mulled wine, mince pies and hot chocolate 
(all proceeds will go to Woking & Sam Beare Hospice)

• The Friends of Woking Community Hospital – Charity 
Christmas cards and second-hand books

• Horsell Knitters – knitted and other craft items

• Oliver Jones Jewellery – handcrafted silver jewellery

• Woking Creative Stitchers – handmade gifts and cards

• Jan’s Fripperies – handmade jewellery and gifts

• Hannah Bruce Art – fine art and other crafts with art prints and resin earrings

• Karen’s Cakes – cakes, sweets, children’s gifts and children’s books

• Rachel’s Home Bakes & Sophie Sewed It – handcrafted sugar 
cookies and cakes; handmade felt decorations and toys

• Nagihan Seymour – handmade and hand painted ceramics, ornaments  
and decorative items

• Bombina Glass – glass gifts and jewellery

• Strawberry Quilting and Strawberry Patch Crafters – homemade fabric  
and knitted goods; craft kits

• Blue Daisy Arts – variety of gifts including silk wrapped glassware,  
handmade bags, Christmas decorations

• Utterly Cupcakes – cupcakes and other baked goods

• Hot Glass – fused glass items

• Deborah Myhill – Christmas decorations; handmade mohair bears;  
limited edition prints of Benstead’s garage

• Horsell Village WI – Christmas tombola

• Horsell Afternoon WI – arts, crafts, produce, books   

• Dee’s Kitchen Woking – Indian savouries and snacks

• KittyKnits – handmade clothes for children

• Sophie Sews – home interior gifts

• SAMBA Riding for the Disabled – Christmas crafts, cards and gifts; Horsell calendar

• Jacquie Gould – paper crafts, including photo and mini albums

• The Cozy Woodshed – locally-sourced wood and bark, 
hand-painted with birds and animals

• Vz Collections – women’s clothing and jewellery

• Carly’s Little Book Corner – Usborne books and Christmas gifts; puzzles,  
sewing/embroidery and painting

• Mike’s Turned Wood – turned wood bowls, vases, plates

• SSR Food – Indian food, snacks and savouries

• Scents of the Village – candles, diffusers, wax melts

• Steve Champion – handmade wooden crafts including bird boxes,  
Christmas snow people and cheese boards

• Modern Macramé Makes – macramé hangings, pot holders, keyrings

• Mr Tony Wellbelove – woodturning and Christmas decorations

Please note: all details shown are 
correct at time of going to print, 
but are subject to change.

A huge thank you to all the traders, 
stallholders, performers and 
volunteers who make the Horsell 
Christmas Market happen.



Our local traders are joining in too!
• Studio 101: Father Christmas and his Elves with goodie bags
• Apples & Pears: Christmas gifts and cards
• Beijing: Chinese snacks
• Prince & Sons Butchers: Burgers and Horsell bangers from 12 to 4pm
• Pets Corner: I Spy Hunt the Animal
• Woking & Sam Beare Hospice (WSBH): shop open until late for cards,  

gifts, books, clothes
• The Crown: Thurstons’ beers and Horsell Uncommon Gin;  

music inside from Malcolm and Jill Banks.
• Poppies & Peonies (down the side path): Christmas wreaths, 

Christmas decorations, gifts, chocolates and flowers
• Deli Class: Italian Christmas specialities and panettone
• Café Primo: Paella and Christmassy treats
• RSPCA: 3 Raffles for adults, children and pets
• Horsell Kitchen: Turkey and cranberry baps on the terrace
• Norsworthy’s: 10% discount on gift vouchers
• Evangelical Church (access between the Co-op and Café Primo):  

Stalls, refreshments & music
Thank you all for your wonderful decorations and all these “extras”!

Live music from local performers 
In front of Masala Spice:
1.00pm: Lost in Surrey with Adam (from the Co-op) – this four piece 
plays old classic rock songs
2.00pm: Surrey Ukeaholics – popular tunes from classical to recent 
in their own unique style
2.45pm: Salvation Army Brass band – traditional Christmas Carols
3.30pm: Natural Voices ladies’ choir – music from jazz, gospel, show 
tunes and soul with some new songs and Christmas classics
4.15pm: Taylor’s House, a four piece Indie Pop group playing a 
range of covers and self-written songs

In the Evangelical Church entrance lobby:
2-4pm Saxophone Quartet – from Beatles to Baroque

The Crown
4–5pm: Malcolm and Jill Banks Paradox Duo: guitar, melodion, 
flute, tin whistle and vocals with folk, sea shanties and more 
Thank you to all the performers who are thrilled to be performing 
together again.
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Horsell Village Christmas

A big thank you to our wonderful  
sponsors and supporters of the Horsell 
Christmas Market!
Our sponsors: Frazer’s, St. Andrew’s School, Hamlyn’s, Crown Home 
Improvements, Heaters Bakery, KRB Windows, Norsworthy’s.
PLUS:
•  Seymour’s for advertising the Horsell Christmas Market in The 

Resident, their newspaper and their boards.
• Boz for supplying the Christmas trees.
•  Horsell Kitchen, the Co-op, The Crown, and Horsell Evangelical 

Church for their help and for supplying power.
Please note: all details are correct at time of going to print but are subject 
to change.

We are delighted to welcome back the famous Mosaic Chamber Choir, 
who will again be performing their Christmas Carol Concert in St Mary’s 
Church on Saturday 4th December. 
For tickets (adults £12, children under 17 years £5) email horsellmosaic@
gmail.com or info@mosaicchamberchoir.org.uk. You can also buy in 
person from St Mary’s Church. Enquiries to Dorothy Smith on 01483 
836031 or Bridie Dolman on 01483 714839. Limited tickets are 
available on the door, subject to availability. Socially distanced seating.

Christmas Tree Festival at St Mary’s Church 
Put your creative ideas into a Christmas tree and join us at church from 
Friday 3rd December, 2.30pm to 6pm, and Saturday 4th December, 
10am to 4.30pm. Entry is free, and we look forward to individuals, 
groups and local businesses joining in.
All the details are on the entry form, downloadable from our website: 
stmaryshorsell@btinternet.com, which also includes a list of the school 
contacts.
We are famous for our delicious home-made cakes, and there will be 
mulled wine after 12noon on the Saturday, when there will also be local 
groups and soloists providing live music. There’s a grand raffle too, so 
please come along and have fun! 

Add someone else to your Christmas List
At this time of year, when we’re sitting at home thinking of presents for 
our loved ones, we should spare a thought for those without homes. 
The York Road Project aims to ‘defeat homelessness in Woking’ – and 
they always need donations of useful items. This is part of their current 
‘wish list’:
• Crisps & snacks
• Jars of coffee & hot chocolate
• Cordials (orange/blackcurrant)
• Individually wrapped biscuits / sweet treats
• Bodywash
• Shampoo and conditioner
• Deodorants and body sprays
• Puzzles (complete sets only)
•  Art and Craft items, such as colouring pens, 

pencils, sharpeners, rubbers, rulers etc.
• Colouring/design/drawing books
Full details of how to make your donations can 
be found at https://www.yorkroadproject.org.
uk/pages/12-wish-list which also has links to 
their Amazon Wish List.

Horsell’s Christmas is back! 
This is a real celebration of all the gifted creativity, skills and generosity of local residents, organisations, shops and businesses working 
together to put on a series of great Christmas events. With the Christmas Market, the Christmas Tree Festival at St Mary’s Church and the 
PTA Christmas Fair in the Village School, this promises to be a wonderful community day!
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Meet our Horsell traders

Name of Horsell business: Artisan Bites
What do you do? We cook and sell regional 
food from across the Indian subcontinent, 
using authentic and traditional recipes.
Who might I speak to if I get in touch? 
Vandana and Manish Bhalla
Where are you and how do I get in touch? We  
are in Russell Road, Horsell. You can call us on 
07854 260328 or email info@artisanbites.
uk. We’re also on Facebook: www.facebook.
com/groups/ArtisanBitesUK
So, who are you and why did you set up this business? We both love 
eating and cooking food. We want to introduce people to the myriad 
varieties of dishes and flavours found across the Indian subcontinent, 
which is different from the usual curries you get in the takeaways here 
in the UK.
How did you get into this area of work? We were constantly urged by 
friends and family to start cooking on a commercial basis. We started 
offering a pop-up tasting Thali menu in the village café and local pubs, 
then during lockdown we moved to a takeaway service. 
Why do you love your work? It’s very fulfilling to feed people!
What are the best bits of your job? The satisfaction we get when people 
say they loved our food and they come back for more each week. We 

love it when people show their 
faith in our cooking by being 
willing to try dishes that they 
have never heard of before.
What are your best sellers? 
Chettinad Chicken, Lamb Keema, 
Tadka Dal, Biryani and Lamb 
Samosas.

Left: Vegetarian Thali – rice in the 
middle then clockwise from the 
top: Chana Masala, Tadka dal, Aloo 
Capsicum (potatoes with peppers), 
paratha, Kachumber (mixed) Salad 
and Boondi Raita.

Name of Horsell business: 
Apples and Pears Card and Gift Shop
What do you do? We offer a wide range of unique cards for all occasions, 
also balloons, wrapping paper and some party essentials.  Our gifts 
range from candles, gin glasses, construction sets, jewellery - and much 
more. For children we have Jellycat, TY, Orchard Toys, Peter Rabbit and 
more in the toy room.
Who might I speak to if I get in touch? Sam and Louise are in the shop 
daily to help and assist you.
Where are you and how do I get in touch? We’re located on Horsell High 
Street near the Post Office. You can email sam@applesandpearshorsell.
co.uk or call 01483 730500. 
We’re also on Facebook: Apples & Pears – and 
Instagram: applesandpearscardsandgifts
So, who are you and why did you come to Horsell? I’m Sam, the  
new owner of Apples and Pears, and I’ve grown up in and around the 
Woking area, including Horsell. Having spent the last 11 years looking 
after the children, when the opportunity occurred to take over the 
business from John and Chris, it was a perfect time for me to start 
something new and exciting.
What are the best bits of your job? I’m enjoying finding new products to 
stock in the shop, and meeting the customers who are always cheerful 
and chatty. We like to make the customers feel like they have had a 
relaxed and friendly shopping experience with us.

Some of our local traders, who help make our village such a vibrant place, have told us a bit about themselves and their businesses. Make the 
most of them – shop local and keep Horsell special!
Horsell traders: if you want to be featured in future issues of the Resident, just send an email to theresidenteditor@gmail.com

SALE 
NOW ON

Terms & Conditions apply. Some products sold as an agent for Euronics Limited. 
All rights reserved. All offers are subject to availability while stocks last. Delivery 
& Installation charges may apply. Exclusions & Radius Apply. Prices correct at the 
time of print but can be subject to change. See in store for full details. Images for 
illustration purposes only. Copyright Euronics 2020. Savings compared to a higher 

price charged for seven days. Savings on selected models only.

• 4 programmes, LED display

• EcoSilence drive

• VarioSpeed option, for quicker washes

• Dimensions: H84.5 x W60 x D60cm

12 Place 
Settings
Dishwasher
SMS24AW01G

Price Match Guarantee  |  Super Service
Expert Knowledge  |  Contact-Free Delivery

Only
2 Year Warranty
F Energy Rating£329 .00

YOUR LOCAL DOMESTIC APPLIANCE SUPERSTORE

Buy online at rsmdomesticappliances.com

Knaphill • Guildford • Ashtead • Bookham • Epsom
01483 475000

SALE 
NOW ON
at your local independent 

electrical retailer

Computer Repairs,
Upgrades & Advice

Need Help? Call Mike
Tel: 07505 100386

Office: 01483 830200
Over 37 years computing experience

�  Computer Crashing/Virus?
�  Problem with iPad or Tablet
�  Computer Running Slow?
�  Broadband, Internet, LAN or Network Problems?
�  Supporting Home and Office
�  Help with most things Technical
�  No Fix No Fee

Apple, Windows, Linux, Raspberry Pi,

Networking, Wireless LAN, Internet, Software

£10 Discount for new customers with this advert
www.thecomputervan.co.uk
Email: mike.sheldon@thecomputervan.co.uk

Computer Repairs,
Upgrades & Advice

Need Help? Call Mike
Tel: 07505 100386

Office: 01483 830200
Over 37 years computing experience

�  Computer Crashing/Virus?
�  Problem with iPad or Tablet
�  Computer Running Slow?
�  Broadband, Internet, LAN or Network Problems?
�  Supporting Home and Office
�  Help with most things Technical
�  No Fix No Fee

Apple, Windows, Linux, Raspberry Pi,

Networking, Wireless LAN, Internet, Software

£10 Discount for new customers with this advert
www.thecomputervan.co.uk
Email: mike.sheldon@thecomputervan.co.uk

Apples and Pears Louise and Sam

Vandana and Manish
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Here at Field’s Car Centre we pride ourselves on our standards of service 
and care. Looking after Woking’s motorists for over 40 years.

Does your car need EXPERT attention from a company you can TRUST?
Are you looking for a local Car Service Centre that is HONEST and 
PROFESSIONAL, that will go that extra mile for you and your car?

WOKING’S PREMIER SERVICE CENTRE
WHY GO ANYWHERE ELSE?

IS YOUR CAR DUE A SERVICE OR MOT?

You can BOOK ONLINE NOW and check prices!
www.fields-carcentre.co.uk

Just type in your registration, you will find pricing and option to book.

Tel: 01483 766634
Units 5-7 Goldsworth Road Ind. Est.

(Just over the bridge from Horsell Moor)

Over 300 ‘5 Star Reviews’ and comments from local people.

Natural Horsell

Our heathlands are amazing!
For me, a visit to a local heathland is always a treat. Regardless of the time 
of year, there is always something magical to discover. In the summer, 
I am possibly a little too obsessed with observing the soap opera-like 
lives of the solitary bees and wasps that go about their business along 
the sandy tracks. Yes, I’ll admit it… I am one of those people who has 
no shame and will gladly lie down on a path to get a closer view of the 
unfolding drama – It’s brilliant! If you ever see me doing this, please feel 
free to step over, or better still, stop and join me in taking a closer look. 
It could be the start of a wonderful new hobby!

Calling all local teachers
We are so lucky to have places like Horsell Common on our doorstep 
and it is my mission to connect as many of you as possible with the 
wonders of this rare landscape. I am calling on local teachers to get in 
touch to find out why heathlands are perfect places to connect children 
with nature.
Undoubtedly, being outside and amongst wildlife is good for us physically 
and mentally and the benefits of learning outside the classroom are 
well-proven, with learners likely to be healthier, happier and fitter. From 
a mental health point of view, being out in nature can reduce feelings of 
anxiety and promote positive emotions… And it’s fun!

Free school sessions
‘Our Amazing Heathlands’ sessions are curriculum-linked and can be 
delivered in school, on the heath or remotely. They introduce a habitat 
rarer than rainforest, where to find it and how it has been shaped by local 
people over thousands of years. Also covered are heathland’s fantastic 
species and the threats they face - including destructive wildfires.
We support teachers through delivering free sessions and providing 
resources and advice on how to put heathland at the heart of their 
curriculum. These include mini-projects and activities across many 

subject areas. Engagement with the amazing 
plants and animals that live on our heathlands 
is high and children are inspired to want to 
look after this special habitat.

Local schools helping 
the heath!
In the summer term, the children at Horsell CofE Junior School designed 
brilliant posters to raise awareness of the ground-nesting birds on the 
Common – you may have seen some of these on the noticeboards. 
The school’s Eco-Committee is doing wonderful work to help our local 
wildlife and environment! Children at another school wrote super spells 
and created amazing artworks based on the ‘Lost Words’ book to help 
nightjars, Dartford warblers and woodlarks.

Get in touch
To find out more, visit www.tbhpartnership.org.uk/schools or email me. 
If you’d like to find out why learning about your local heathland is a 
great thing to do, please watch a short video by scanning the QR code 
or visiting https://youtu.be/9ysQK9fEro4. Thank you.
I look forward to hearing from you!
Michael Jones, Education Officer, Thames Basin Heaths Partnership
tbhschools@naturalengland.org.uk.

I’m Michael and I am the Education and Engagement 
Officer for the Thames Basin Heaths Partnership 
(TBHP). I absolutely love nature and am fortunate 
enough to be able to spend time with local schools, 
sharing the wonders of our local heathlands with them.

Epeolus cruciger bee. 
Photo: Michael Jones.

Green-eyed bee.  
Photo: Michael Jones.
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Horsell Gardens

There is no shying away from the fact that climate change is a real issue 
which needs to be addressed now. Headlines keep telling us that unless 
we make changes, global warming temperatures will surpass the 2°C 
target. There are changes and choices that people can make, including in 
the gardening sector, to enable us to be more sustainable.
The RHS COP26 garden that featured at The Chelsea Flower Show 
back in September was a fantastic example of what would happen to 
our gardens if we don’t make changes against how they might look if 
we do. The garden was split into four quarters titled: decline, adaption, 
mitigation and balance.
Although planting a tree or adding a new hedge or shrub alone will not 
combat climate change, they will go a long way to acting as a ‘carbon 
sink’. As plants grow, CO2 is passed through leaves and then converted 
into carbohydrates, enabling them to grow. The carbon is contained 
within the plant all the while it is alive.
Selecting the correct plants for your aspect and soil conditions means 
you shouldn’t need to be watering them after initial establishment. Using 

a watering can filled from a water butt instead of a hosepipe means you 
are directing water where you need it, not using more than you need and 
all that stored rainwater mitigates surface water runoff. Putting down a 
good layer of mulch will conserve all of this water once in the soil.
When choosing plants think about ones which naturally come from 
drier environments to tolerate periods of drought. Select plants that are 
long-lived and benefit pollinators. Don’t be afraid to mix non-native and 
native plants. Having a more diverse range will mean pests can’t take 
hold so will cut down your need to use chemicals.
If possible, buy plants that have been grown in peat-free compost, such 
as wood fibre or coir, and either recyclable containers or coir fibre ones 
to cut down on single-use plastics. Buying bare root or rootballed plants 
in the autumn does away with the need for a container altogether.
Allowing the lawn to grow long or using alternatives such as Camomile 
or meadowturf will mean less need for mowing. If you have to mow, 
consider a robotic or electric mower over petrol. This goes for hedge 
trimmers and other power tools too.
Careful thought should be given to hard landscaping materials also. 
Trickier, as the majority of products out there will have had some 
impact on the environment. Wherever possible recycle, upcycle and 
use reclaimed materials. Minimise the use of concrete and areas of 
non-permeable paving instead selecting permeable options like gravel, 
ideally from a local source. Eco-friendly options, such as composite 
decking and cladding, are a mixture of wood fibres and plastic that would 
otherwise invariably end up in landfill.
You could also turn your hand to making a compost bin, which would 
alleviate some of the green waste collection issues people have experienced 
this year. Hotbins have a quicker turnaround time, but don’t produce such 
a fine texture of organic matter as traditional composting does.
Pamela Barden

The Resident’s regular garden columnist is local garden 
designer and plants woman Pamela Barden, owner  
of Painted Fern Garden Design, based in the heart of  
the village.

T H E  F A M I LY  YO U  
C A N  T U R N  T O...  

Seven generations of our family have 
been helping and advising local families 

in their time of need. 

For over 230 years we have been 
providing funerals, both modest and 

traditional, with care and compassion.

WOKING 

48-54 Goldsworth Road GU21 6LE 
01483 768942

YOUR LOCAL FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Albizia julibrissin – a tree for future gardens. Buy plants in recycled or biodegradable pots. Ballota pseudodictamnus comes from drier regions.
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On each side of the Bedser Bridge linking Horsell to Woking across the 
Basingstoke canal stand two statues of the cricketers after whom the 
bridge is named. Familiar to an older generation, Alec and Eric Bedser are 
two of our most famous Horsell residents; cricketing heroes in the 1950s 
and 60s when Surrey won the County Championship seven years in a row. 
The Alan Sly statues were unveiled by Sir John Major in June 2015. They 
depict Alec bowling to Eric, who has hit his brother over long leg for the ball 
to be embedded in the wall of the Civic Offices (unlikely as only once were 
they on different sides in the same match).
Eric Bedser was born ten minutes before his twin brother Alec on 4th July 
1918, in Reading where their father served in the Royal Air Force. Both 
parents were originally from Surrey and had married at Christ Church, 
Woking in 1916. Within six months of the birth the family moved back, 
firstly into rooms belonging to an aunt in Woking, then to Knaphill in 
accommodation with no cooking or bathing facilities. The rent was still a 
quarter of their father’s wages. 
An amateur cricketer in his youth, their father encouraged the boys in sport. 
A local builder, he constructed their house in Horsell with his sons’ help in 
the winter months, where they lived until their deaths.
The twins learned their game in the team from Woodham church choir, 
playing first at Woodham Hall, then Maybury Junior School, Monument 
Hill Central School in Woking and over the next decade for Monument Hill 
School and Woking Cricket Club.

Leaving school, Eric and Alec became clerks at a firm of London solicitors, 
but were spotted practising at the Woking nets by Surrey coach Alan Peach, 
who in April 1938 recruited them to the staff at the Oval. The two played 
regularly for Surrey County Cricket Club’s second XI and occasionally for 
the first team.
When war broke out the twins joined the Royal Air Force. Rescued from 
Dunkirk, they also served in North Africa, Greece, Italy and Austria, but 
were even now rarely separated, and still managed the occasional game 
of cricket. 
Returning to Surrey after the war, they realised two pace bowlers were not 
needed in the Surrey attack. On the toss of a coin, Eric elected to be a spin 
bowler. He also became a useful opening batsman and played for The Rest 
in a test trial in 1950. But he was one of Jim Laker’s many victims in his spell 
of eight wickets for two runs, which made the trial fruitless. In the second 
innings Eric’s score of 30 was The Rest’s highest, but he never played 
for England. Laker and Tony Lock became Surrey’s leading spinners. Eric 
stayed with Surrey, and the demands of test matches on the county’s many 
star players meant he was often instrumental in helping his county. But 
for weather, he might have completed the double of 1000 runs and 100 
wickets in the 1956 season. Inseparable from his brother, he accompanied 
Alec on many overseas tours. He became President of Surrey County 
Cricket Club in 1990. 
Eric also established the brothers’ stationery business in Woking in 1954. 
After entering into partnership with Ronald Straker, the firm expanded to 
25 shops before being taken over by Ryman’s in 1971.

The Bedser Twins

~ Developing potential for life ~

INDEPENDENT DAY 
SCHOOL FOR GIRLS & 

BOYS AGED 3-13

Please register your  
interest online:

W: www.st-andrews.woking.sch.uk 

E: admin@st-andrews.woking.sch.uk

T: 01483 760943

@StAndrewsWoking          @standrewsschoolwoking          @standrewsschoolwoking
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Because your child deserves to be 

nurtured
A supportive community that nurtures 
individuality and confidence.

Your Local Chartered Surveyors

RICS HomeBuyer Reports 

Building Surveys 

Valuations  

All Types Of Buildings 

Over 30 Years Experience 

Call Or Visit Us Today For A  
Competitive Quote 

Frazers Surveyors Ltd 
Thornash House, 37 High St, Horsell, GU21 4UR 

T: 01483 730909  E: surveying@frazers.co.uk 
www.frazers.co.uk  

         
Yoga and Pilates   
Mondays        10:30am Pilates 

12:30pm Yoga 
  8:00pm Yoga 

Tuesdays         8:30pm  Yoga 
 

Main Hall, Horsell Village Hall 
117 High Street, Horsell, Woking GU21 4SS 

 

Phone/Text: 07960700630   
Email: yogabyshen@gmail.com 

 

 
If you have never tried yoga or pilates - give it a go! 

The classes are in a friendly and fun environment for abilities.   
If you want to tone up, lose weight, detox and gain flexibility these 

classes will help you live life to the full. 
There is nothing like a live class ! 

 
 

         
Yoga and Pilates   
Mondays        10:30am Pilates 

12:30pm Yoga 
  8:00pm Yoga 

Tuesdays         8:30pm  Yoga 
 

Main Hall, Horsell Village Hall 
117 High Street, Horsell, Woking GU21 4SS 

 

Phone/Text: 07960700630   
Email: yogabyshen@gmail.com 

 

 
If you have never tried yoga or pilates - give it a go! 

The classes are in a friendly and fun environment for abilities.   
If you want to tone up, lose weight, detox and gain flexibility these 

classes will help you live life to the full. 
There is nothing like a live class ! 

 
 

         
Yoga and Pilates   
Mondays        10:30am Pilates 

12:30pm Yoga 
  8:00pm Yoga 

Tuesdays         8:30pm  Yoga 
 

Main Hall, Horsell Village Hall 
Free parking next to hall 

117 High Street, Horsell, Woking GU21 4SS 
 

Email: yogabyshen@gmail.com 
 

 
 Our classes are held in a large hall 

in a friendly and fun environment for all abilities.   
Just turn up! No pre-booking required 

Or email for more information 
There is nothing like a live class ! 

 

Alan Sly’s statue of Alec Bedser 
on the Bedser Bridge.  
Photo: The Christophers.

Alan Sly’s statue of Eric Bedser 
on the Bedser Bridge.  
Photo: The Christophers.

Alec Bedser bowling in 1946. 
Photo: Wisden Cricketers’ 
Almanack 1947.

The Bedser twins at The Oval.  
Photograph courtesy of The Lightbox.
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Alec became a seam bowler and is regarded as one of the finest English 
cricketers of the 20th century. Neville Cardus described him as ‘a gentle giant’. 
Sir Don Bradman, his Australian friend and rival paid tribute to the ‘transparent 
honesty and sincerity’ of both brothers. In his first test match against India 
in 1946 and after having played only seven first-class matches, he claimed 
11 wickets, repeated in the second test. This earned him the accolade of 
nomination as one of Wisden’s five cricketers of the year. In 1951 John Kay 
acknowledged him as ‘a great bowler, and an example to all who aspire to 
cricketing fame… [he was] the best bowler Australia had seen for years, and 
friend and foe alike admitted the fact’. In all he played 51 test matches up to 
1955, taking 236 wickets, which stood as a record for nine years. For Surrey, 
paired as a fast bowler with Peter Loader, he played 370 games, taking 1459 
wickets, and scored one century. Alec appeared on ‘Desert Island Discs’ 
in 1960 and included in his choices a calypso about himself, sung by ‘Lord 
Kitchener’, and his book, a set of ‘Wisden Cricketers’ Almanack’. 
After retiring from play he became a selector for the England team, 
assistant manager on the Australian tour in 1962, and then a test selector 
from 1962-85 (chairman 1969 to 1981), as well as President of the Surrey 
County Cricket Club in 1987. From a church cricket team, he had travelled 
the world making friends everywhere, talked horses with HM The Queen, 
been awarded the OBE and CBE, and was knighted in 1997. After Alec 
retired from cricket in 1960 with Eric following two seasons later, they both 
played golf regularly at West Hill Golf Club, having joined in 1948. Each 
reduced their handicap from 16 to 5. Alec became its President in 2006 and 
enjoyed playing golf until he was 88 years old.
Eric died on 24 May 2006 and Alec died on 4 April, Easter Day, 2010. Their 
ashes are interred in the churchyard of All Saints’ Church, Woodham. 
The twins had a total affinity which was hard to explain – they would be 
attired identically even when separated by some distance, could finish each 
other’s sentences, and were never happy when apart. Their identity caused 
some confusion which was exploited for fun. Umpires would think Eric was 
coming in to bat again when Alec appeared at the crease – and once in 
a charity match they switched bowling roles halfway through an over. A 
barber once expressed surprise that Alec’s (or Eric’s) hair had grown a lot 
when Eric (or Alec) came in a few days later, to be told the hair oil must have 

been particularly effective.
They were also patrons of the Bedser Youth Club in the 1950s, open to boys 
aged 13-18 who lived in Horsell. The Lightbox, one of the many charities 
in Woking and Horsell which has benefited from their generosity, owns the 
ball with which Alec was presented on taking the most wickets in an Ashes 
series (39) and his team cap and blazer. On his death it also acquired a 
copy of the joint portrait of the twins by June Mendoza, showing them in 
their Horsell home but with The Oval in the background. Also, movingly, 
their christening robes, two identical teddy bears, each with the bowling 
arm missing, some of Alec’s giant shoes, and his huge collection of ties and 
other memorabilia. 
Their memory is preserved not only in the Bedser Bridge but also in the 
Bedser Trail on Horsell Common. The Bedser Hub at Woking Community 
Hospital is also an example of Alec’s generosity towards his town. 
Sources: ‘Wisden Cricketers’ Almanack’ (especially 1947), Alan Hill ‘The Bedsers:  
twinning triumphs’ (Mainstream, 2001) – excellent for early careers and statistics.
Richard and Rosemary Christophers

Richard and Rosemary Christophers have been very generous with their time and knowledge to write these pages for many years and we are hugely 
grateful to them. They would like to reduce their commitment so, if there are other local historians who would like to write about Horsell history for 
this magazine on an occasional basis, please do email theresidenteditor@gmail.com. 

We have lived in Horsell since 1967 and have watched the town transformed at least twice. Richard read history 
at Oxford and was a curator in the British Museum, later the British Library, from 1961 until formal retirement in 
1995 and for the next 20 years catalogued modern literary manuscripts. He has a PhD on the 16th century Surrey 
clergy. Rosemary was a chartered librarian, working in public and school libraries. We are both long-standing 
members of Woking History Society, of which Richard is president, and have been heritage volunteers at The 
Lightbox for many years.

Photo: The Lightbox

TRADING IN SURREY FOR OVER 50 YEARS

www.rsmdomesticappliances.com

First choice for 
domestic appliance
repairs and service

Call 01483 539531

• Fixed call-out
• Fast response

• Built-in / freestanding machines

The Bedser twins on joining Surrey County 
Cricket Club on their 18th birthdays, 1938. 
Photograph courtesy of The Lightbox.

Alec Bedser speaking, no notes, 
no glasses at the 90th birthday 
lunch in his honour at The 
Lightbox 2008. Photograph 
courtesy of The Lightbox.
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Saturday 4th December 

Christmas M
arket 

High Street

1.30pm -5.30pm

Friday 3rd December 

Christmas Tree festival

St. M
ary’s Church 

2.30pm - 6pm

Saturday 4th December 

Christmas Tree Festival

St. M
ary’s Church 

10am - 4.30pm

Saturday 4th December 
PTA Christmas Fair 

The Horsell Village School 
12pm -3pm


