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A word from the Editor
Greetings...
It seems most appropriate 
for Summer, that this edition 
features a lot of green-fingered 
content. For example we have 
a potted history of the Horsell 
Allotments, the newly named 
Woking & District Gardening 
Group (formerly the Woking 
Fuchsia Society) or Hannah 
Bruce painting Beavers as they work towards their Gardening Badge.

Shortly after we moved into our own home in 2008, we built a small vegetable patch in our 
front garden. It’s amazing the variety of things we’ve been able to produce there, especially 
considering my lack of gardening skills. We’ve planted corn that grew to twice our height, 

potatoes that swamped the 
patch with green growth and 
ended up with more courgettes 
than we knew what to do with 
(we made courgette fritters, 
stuffed courgettes, courgette 
cake...) The point to this story 
is that you don’t need a large 
garden or particularly green 
fingers to get something out of 
gardening; if anything, a small 
patch is a lot less daunting to 
look after. You can achieve a 
lot with time and a bit of effort.

...and perhaps, farewell!
With much regret, I must announce that I will shortly be stepping down as editor of  
The Resident, after three years in the role. We are planning to move away from the area, 
to be closer to family. It will be a real shame to leave Horsell, as it is such a lovely place to 
live and holds such dear memories. I’d like to thank everyone who has helped to make the 
village such a special place to live.

Geoff

The Resident print magazine:  
Editor – email: theresidenteditor@gmail.com

Advertising:  
email: theresidentads@gmail.com 

NEXT ISSUE: Autumn 2017 – copy deadline for advertisements 
and editorial 26th August 2017.

Courgettes growing in the editor’s vegetable patch. 
Photo: Geoff Banks.

Helping Daddy edit. 
Photo: Geoff Banks.
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FROM THE CHAIR
Perhaps this should be renamed 
From The Wheelchair as, due to a 
recent surgical procedure, I have 
had to use a wheelchair. Initially 
I had a manual wheelchair and 
now, thanks to the kindness of 
Carol our treasurer, and much to 
the relief of my wife Amanda, a 
powered buggy. These modes of 
transport have really highlighted 
the poor usability of some of our 
pavements for wheelchair and 
pushchair users, as well as for 

those a little uncertain on their feet. There are three factors that mainly 
affect the usability: surface condition, undergrowth or hedges, and 
vehicles parked on pavements.

The surface condition in some areas is atrocious with adverse 
cambers, multiple patched repairs, utilities installations and, in High 
Street in particular, damage from cars and large trucks parking on the 
pavements. There are occasional brambles and weeds that make you 
slow down and move towards the pavement edge. In some areas you 
are often close to the edge anyway as overgrown hedges narrow the 
navigable surface. If there is a vehicle parked on this precious strip of 
pavement, there is often no choice but for people to take to the road 
to avoid the obstruction often putting themselves and their pushchairs 
precious cargo at risk.

I have raised the matter of the pavement surfaces and in particular the 
block paving in High Street with our Borough and County Councillors. 
In these times of restricted public budgets it may take some time to get 
these issues addressed. As far as parking on pavements, undergrowth 
and hedges are concerned I ask all of you to have a look to see if some 
maintenance may help in front of your properties or taking an alterna-
tive approach to your own parking could help those who need to use 
these narrow strips of refuge.

Robin Hoyle

Congratulations!
On Friday 28th April, we were honoured to attend a Civic Reception 
hosted by the Mayor of Woking, Councillor Anne Murray and her 
husband Michael Smith. The highlight of the evening was the 
announcement of the Eminent Citizen for 2017, which was awarded to 
our very own Robin Hoyle in recognition of all the work he does for the 
local community. This was richly deserved, though Robin was suitably 
honest, saying “it was a great honour to be chosen to receive this 
recognition though I did feel a little uncomfortable about the personal 
focus. My involvement in community activities is a lot about working 
with the wonderful like-minded individuals who voluntarily give of their 
time to make a difference.”

Geoff Banks

The Hoyle Family with the Mayor of Woking, Cllr. Anne Murray. Photo: Geoff Banks.

Robin at the Picnic on the Green. 
Photo: Caroline Hughes.
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Annual General Meeting
The HRA AGM saw the presentation of two  
large cheques to St. Mary’s Church and Woking 
& Sam Beare Hospices; this being the money 
raised through sales of the Horsell Calendar 
2017. Both gave interesting presentations that 
were warmly received. Unfortunately the third 
calendar beneficiary, York Road Project, were 
unable to attend due to illness.

Parking
This has been a hot topic at the last few HRA 
Committee meetings. Though any full solution 
to the problem of parking in the village seems 
a long way off, several minor improvements 
have been discussed:

• Marking out bays in the unmarked area 
outside Masala Spice is being seriously 
considered.

• A change to the layout in front of the Co-op 
has been suggested, to add specific In and 
Out access points to aid pedestrian safety.

• A proposal has been made for officially 
marking particularly wide areas of pavement 
on the High Street as 1/2-on-pavement 
parking. This relates to the pavement 
outside Queen Elizabeth II Gardens, which 
already sees parking in this style at busy 
periods.

• Dangerous/anti-social parking outside The 
Cricketers has been getting worse recently 
– several residents have complained about 
blocked pavements forcing pedestrians 
into the road. A suggestion has been made 
of marking the affected areas off with cones 
prior to busy periods.

Delivering The Resident – 
Can you help?
This quarterly magazine is delivered by a 
team of wonderful volunteers, many of whom 
have been kindly doing this for many years, 
for which we are profoundly grateful. Some of 
these volunteers are no longer able to assist. 
If you can spare some time to deliver The 
Resident in the following streets (number of 

houses/copies in brackets) please send an 
email to robin_hoyle@hotmail.com.
Horsell Moor (75)
Horsell Park (upper ridge) (32)
Broomhalls’ & Chobham Road (110)
Laleham Court & Thurlton Court (53)
Woodham Road (including closes) (100)
Carlton Road (including closes) (61)

HRA NEWS

 

 

We ca
with th
agreed
 

License
carry o
Wales
 

Penny 
profes
previo
 

 
The St
Wood
GU21 
 

 

  

AU
Pro

n help wit
he Inherita
d in advan

ed by the 
out the res
. 

Cook  is 
ssion  and 
usly the P

Full A
Ac

Advic

udio, 2 Ly
ham, Wok
5TJ   

UROR
obat

Accou
Accurac

th anythin
ance tax t
nce. 

Institute 
served leg

a  Charter
for  a  sh

Partner he

Income

Accountin
ccountanc
ce for Non

Tax Co

ynwood Cl
king 

 

www

     

RA TA
te A
Se

untancy 
cy     Inte

ng from ap
through to

of Charter
gal activity

red  Tax  A
ort  time 
eading Priv

Other 
e Tax and 

Inherita
Tax Re

g Service 
cy and Tax
n Domicile
onsultancy

ose   
   
   

.aurora

    

AX SE
Admi
ervic

and Tax
egrity     P

pplying for
o dealing w

red Accou
y of non‐c

Adviser  w
with  HM
vate Client

services in
Capital Ga
ance Tax P
turn Prep
including 
x Services 
ed Individ
y for Profe

M:    0
T:     0
E:     p

ataxser

    

ERVIC
inist
ces 
ation Se
Personal

r a Grant o
with all as

untants in 
ontentiou

ith  thirty 
M  Revenue
t Services 

nclude:  
ains Tax P
Planning  
aration  
Payroll an
for Trusts
uals and O
essional Pr

07814 68 7
1932 352 
enny@au

rvices.c

                               

CES LT
trati

rvices  
 Service 

of Probate
pects of t

England a
us probate

years’  ex
e  and  Cus
with Men

lanning  

nd VAT Re
 and Estat
Offshore T
ractices  

7594 
310  
rorataxse

o.uk   

TD 
ion 

e and dea
he estate

and Wales
e in Englan

xperience 
stoms.  Sh
nzies LLP. 

eturns  
tes  
Trusts  

 

rvices.co.

ling 
. Fees 

s to 
nd and 

in  the 
he  was 
 

uk 

 

Caroline Hughes presenting a cheque to Twinkle 
the bear, Marcus Brookfield and Mike Couper 

of St. Mary’s Church. Photo: Geoff Banks.

Caroline Hughes presenting a cheque 
to Woking & Sam Beare Hospices CEO 

Jayne Cooper. Photo: Geoff Banks.
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10th Anniversary
The Lightbox gallery and museum in Woking is thrilled to be celebrat-
ing its 10th anniversary this September and it will be hosting a variety 
of special events to mark the occasion. Over the past 10 years The 
Lightbox has welcomed close to a million visitors and established itself 
as one of the leading cultural venues in the South East.
Throughout the month of September two anniversary-themed free 
exhibitions will be on show. A nostalgic photographic exhibition  
A Decade Down: Many More to Go (28th August – 1st October) will 
share the photographic memories of The Lightbox with images of 
famous dignitaries, the construction and opening of the building, 
members of the public, existing and recent staff members, volunteers, 
popular exhibitions, important occasions and family fun. Regular 
visitors to The Lightbox may like to see if they can spot themselves in 
amongst the crowds! Outside the free local history museum Woking 
Story there will be a heritage display Kenwood in the Kitchen (22nd 
August – 29th October). 2017 marks the 70th anniversary of Ken Wood 
inventing the A100 Turnover Toaster in a Woking Goldsworth Road 
workshop; to celebrate this a blue plaque will be unveiled on this site 
in September. The Lightbox exhibition will complement this honour by 
telling the story of Kenwood’s Woking roots alongside featuring classic 
examples of fondly-remembered Kenwood appliances.
On 14th September, 10 years to the day that The Lightbox first 
opened its doors, Director of The Lightbox, Marilyn Scott, will give an 
Anniversary Lecture at 7.00pm. Marilyn led the team that successfully 
fundraised for the Lightbox to be built and has been the sole Director 
since the charity-run gallery and museum launched. In this talk she 
will reflect on what makes a successful arts and heritage venue in the 
current climate and will reveal her personal highlights of the last 10 
years and give a teaser of what is to come in the future.
Marilyn said of the approaching anniversary, “The last 10 years has 
seen The Lightbox go from unknown newcomer on the gallery and 
museum scene in the UK to now being recognised as one of the 
most exciting and innovative in the country. This would not have 
been possible without a fantastic staff, supportive local authority and 

above all immense local support and pride. We are looking forward to 
celebrating with everyone who has played their part in our success.”
The celebrations will culminate in a big birthday bash on Saturday 16th 
September as The Lightbox hosts a family-friendly 10th Birthday Party. 
The festivities will take place from 10.30am – 5.00pm and all of the 
galleries will be free for one day only. The canal-side courtyard will be 
filled with vintage games and live music and the Friends of Woking 
Palace will bring alive the Tudor history of the area in Woking’s Story. 
Children and families can drop into a free Butterflies and Bugs craft 
workshop from 1.30pm – 4.00pm, the creations from which will later 
be mounted as an art installation as a reminder of the anniversary. In 
the afternoon the Mayor of Woking, Cllr Graham Cundy, will cut a giant 
birthday cake to mark the milestone which will be shared amongst the 
party-goers.
More information about The Lightbox and the anniversary events 
can be found at thelightbox.org.uk. The Anniversary Lecture requires 
advance booking which can be done via the website or by calling 
01483 737800. All other exhibitions and events mentioned are free with 
no pre-booking required. 

Photography Competition
The Lightbox gallery and museum announces the return of The Lightbox 
Photographic Open Competition. Whether a photography student, 
professional, amateur or enthusiast, entries are invited from applicants 
under the theme of ‘Celebration and Anniversary’, in keeping with the 
10 year anniversary of The Lightbox in 2017.
Offering photographers of all levels the unique opportunity to have 
their work exhibited at an award-winning gallery and museum, the 
competition has a £500 prize for the entry selected as ‘Best in Show’, 
the Young Photographer’s Prize of £100 for the best entry by a 13-17 
year old, and The People’s Prize of £250.
Applicants are encouraged to submit up to two digital photographs that 
represent their current practise, and an independent judging panel will 
select the best entries to be shown in an exhibition at The Lightbox 
in the Upper Gallery from Saturday 14th October 2017 – Sunday 7th 
January 2018. 
The exhibition aims to showcase the diverse range of styles and 
talent in photographic artwork currently being produced in the United 
Kingdom, and so the competition is open to anyone living, studying or 
working in the country.
At the Private View exhibition opening on Thursday 19th October 
2017, the judges will announce the winners for Best in Show and the 
Young Photographer’s Prize. Throughout the exhibition, visitors to The 
Lightbox will be given the opportunity to vote for their favourite entry, 
and the winning artist will be awarded The People’s Prize. This prize 

will be announced on The Lightbox website and the winner contacted 
when the exhibition closes.
There is an application fee of £10 per entry for over 18s, and free entry 
for 13-17 year olds. Application forms with full terms and conditions can 
be downloaded from The Lightbox website at www.thelightbox.org.uk. 
Fee payments can be made online, in person at Reception, or over the 
phone on 01483 737837.

LIGHTBOX

The Lightbox is officially opened, 14th September 2007. Photo: The Lightbox.

Previous ‘Best in Show’ winner: Polly. Photo: Giles Harvey.
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PICNIC ON THE GREEN

1) Welcome to the picnic. Photo: Nancy Randall. 2) Such glorious weather; thank goodness for the 
shade available under tree and canvas! Photo: Nancy Randall. 3) A teddy bears’ picnic, hosted by the 
reverend Sarah Hayes. The best-dressed teddy bear winners are (left-to-right) Sean Dowling, Toby 
Littlecott and Lucy Dowling. Photo: Caroline Hughes. 4) Mamacapella, conducted by Fiona Banks 
(with help from Thomas). Photo: Geoff Banks. 5) U3A Ukeholics. Photo: Caroline Hughes. 6) Horsell 
Community Choir, conducted by Anna Tabush. Photo: Caroline Hughes. 7) Surrey Ukeaholics. Photo: 
Caroline Hughes. 8) 4 5 Sax. Photo: Caroline Hughes. 9) Compère Robin Hoyle. Photo: Caroline 
Hughes. 10) Jill and Malcolm Banks. Photo: Caroline Hughes. 11) No December. Photo: Caroline 
Hughes. 12) The picnic in full swing. Photo: Caroline Hughes.
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Sunday 2nd of July saw families and communities gather for a picnic 
on the green in front of The Cricketers. It was a beautiful, sunny day, 
with the shade provided by gazebos, trees and nearby pub being  
most welcome.
Children and adults alike had fun with competitions: making and flying 
paper aeroplanes, and dressing favourite toys for a teddy bears picnic, 
with the winners receiving medals and prizes.
There was a selection of wonderful music throughout the day to keep 
all entertained, with performances from Mamacapella, U3A Ukeholics, 
Horsell Community Choir, Surrey Ukeaholics, jazz quartet 4 5 Sax, and 
folk duo Malcolm and Jill Banks. The picnic finished with a rocking 
performance No December, a band of 13–15 year-olds. No December 
rehearse at PopRox Academy, who kindly supplied all the PA equipment 
used on the day. That all the groups could share the same equipment 
was incredibly useful and avoided a lot of set-up hassles during the day.
For those in need of cold refreshments, The Cricketers were on hand 
with a stand selling ice cold Pimm’s.
This event followed last year’s celebration of The Queen’s 90th birthday 
on the green and is likely to become an annual event. If you have any 
thoughts or feedback on this, we’d love to hear from you – for example, 
it has been suggested that the 11am start time may have been a little 
early for a Sunday, so this may be moved forward in future. The nature 
of the day saw people come and go, so it was hard to keep track, but 
we estimate the total attendance was roughly 250. Thank you to all 
who organised and attended. 
Robin Hoyle

Woking  
Funeral Service

A life well 
remembered  
lives on.

Woking Funeral Service  
Knaphill
Anchor Crescent 
Knaphill 
Woking GU21 2PD

01483 397998

New Knaphill branch now open

A funeral is a time to say goodbye and to 
remember the life of the person you 
love. It’s our privilege to be at your side. 
We have been funeral directors for 
generations: this is a way of life for us. 
When someone you love dies, you can 
depend on us.

We’re honoured to be the people you can 
turn to, even at the hardest times.

You can contact us any time or you can 
visit us at
www.wokingfunerals.co.uk

funeralpartners.co.uk
Members of the  
National Association of Funeral Directors

Our new Knaphill branch 
offers disabled access

Woking Funeral Service
119-121 Goldsworth Rd
Woking GU21 6LR

01483 772266

13) Making paper aeroplanes. Photo: Caroline Hughes. 14) Paper aeroplane 
competition winners, Lyra Murphy, Isaac Littlecott and Jacob Littlecott. Photo: 
Caroline Hughes.

13 14
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GREEN FINGERS
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Saturday 

30th September 

10am – 12noon 

No appointment necessary.

~ Developing potential for life ~

Church Hill House, Horsell, Woking, 
Surrey GU21 4QW
Telephone: 01483 760943
www.st-andrews.woking.sch.uk
Reg. Charity No. 297580 ~ Established to promote 
and provide for the advancement of  education

INDEPENDENT DAY SCHOOL FOR GIRLS & BOYS AGED 3-13

Because your child deserves to be 

creative
Outstanding facilities and an  
imaginative approach to teaching.

‘Excellent’ in all areas - ISI Inspection 2016

Computer Repairs,
Upgrades & Advice

Need Help? Call Mike
Tel: 07505 100386

Office: 01483 830200
Over 37 years computing experience

�  Computer Crashing/Virus?
�  Problem with iPad or Tablet
�  Computer Running Slow?
�  Broadband, Internet, LAN or Network Problems?
�  Supporting Home and Office
�  Help with most things Technical
�  No Fix No Fee

Apple, Windows, Linux, Raspberry Pi,

Networking, Wireless LAN, Internet, Software

£10 Discount for new customers with this advert
www.thecomputervan.co.uk
Email: mike.sheldon@thecomputervan.co.uk

Immediate Quotations 
Competitive FIXED Prices 
RICS Homebuyer Reports 

Building Surveys 
RICS Registered Valuers 
All Types of Buildings 

Over 30 Years Experience of Surveying Over 30 Years Experience of Surveying 
in the Woking area 

Pares Woodland  
Garden growing
From arid to verdant in one year
In May 2016, the area in front of Pares Woodland Garden had 
been stripped of its young saplings and left bare and compressed.  
In November 2016, we planted new saplings and some wild flowers. 
A year on, the area has been transformed. The saplings are growing, 
some have even flowered, and there are quite a few dog daisies, 
corncockles and other wild flowers.
In May and June, we planted lots of young foxgloves, both on the 
verge of the wood and within the woodland where there are patches of 
dappled sunlight. The woodland floor has also become colourful with 
bluebells, campions and now grasses. It looks alive and inviting; great 
for a summer picnic.
Recently, the Woodlanders group have also helped to look after  
St. Mary’s Churchyard, the Village Hall car park beds and footpaths.
Please get in touch if you would like to join us on the second Saturday 
of each month.
Caroline Hughes 
Email: c.e.hughes@ntlworld.com

Calling all gardeners
Woking & District Gardening Group meet on the last Thursday of every 
month (except August), from 7:30pm at the Salvation Army Church 
on Sythwood. Formerly known as the Woking Fuchsia Society, we 
have renamed as we are trying to attract a wider range of members. 
Although we specialise in fuchsias, our talks and meetings cover a 
wide range of topics across the gardening spectrum. Each meeting 
has a presentation on a subject of interest, and there are a variety 
of competitions. Prices are £3 a session for non-members, £2 for 
members. Visitors are most welcome.
Our annual show is on Saturday 5th August 2017, from 1pm at the 
Salvation Army Church.
Keith Hine 
Woking & District Gardening Group

Top left, Verdant: Outside Pares Woodland Garden in May 2017.  
Top right, A Woodlanders working group, hard at work in the cemetery of  
St. Mary’s Church. Bottom left, Ready for action: a Woodlanders working 
group in the Queen Elizabeth II Gardens. Bottom right, Arid: Outside Pares 
Woodland Garden in May 2016.  Photos: Caroline Hughes.

Left, Class 25 – One patio container with  
mixed plants and at least one  fuchsia.  
Photo: Bill Bennett”)
Above, Dave’s Basket. Photo: Dave Abbott,  
sadly no longer with us.
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Trusted dental care since 1954

Sheena Lalani  
and Associates 

Member of the ‘Good Practice Scheme’ 
denoting highest standards as judged 

by the British Dental Association

Our services include:  
• Full range of family dental care  
• Cosmetic dentistry  
• Professional tooth whitening  
• Tooth coloured fillings  
• Veneers, crowns and bridges  
• Hygienists providing preventive care  
• Currently taking on new patients  
• Sympathetic care for the nervous/anxious  
• Practice Care Plans available 
• In-house emergency cover provided

VILLAGE SHOW
The earliest Village Show?
In 2015, we described the history of the Horsell Village Show, going 
back to what was (at the time) the earliest known show in 1865. Since 
then, even older evidence has come to light. What follows is a report 
from the West Surrey Times, 10th July 1858, concerning a show held 
on Tuesday 6th July 1858.

HORSELL HORTICULTURAL SHOW:
On Tuesday last, the first exhibition of flowers and vegetables, by 
cottagers, was held in the School Room of this place.  By the liberty 
of J.J. Stainton, Esq., the Rev. A. Mangles, the Rev. S. Matthews, and 
neighbouring Gentry, a large number of prizes was offered.
The room was tastefully decorated and presented a very pleasing 
appearance.  The whole was under the direction of the Rev. A. Mangles, 
and his amiable lady, whose untiring efforts in promoting the pleasure 
of all, especially of the children, were beyond all praise.  It must have 
been to them one of the happiest of days.
The collection of flowers was considered excellent, even by those who 
are acquainted with this “flowery land”. The bouquets arranged by the 
children of the school evinced very great taste. A peculiar feature was 
a collection of wild flowers by the school children, whose industry in 
collecting and taste in arranging, was awarded by several extra prizes.
The collection of vegetables was considered very creditable to the 
exhibitors.
Some contributions of very splendid vases, by Mr Moore and others, 
added much to the beauty of the scene.

The numerous visitors, among whom were the Rev. A. Mangles and 
party, the Rev. S. Matthews, Mr and Mrs Anderson and party, Mr and 
Mrs Hewer (Chobham), Mr and Mrs Langdon, Mr and Mrs Lyon, Mrs 
and Miss Burlo, Mr Compton, Mr Balchin (Godalming), Mrs Waterer, 
Mrs Wilkinson & co, were highly delighted.

The judges, Messrs Ross (Woking), Squires (Stoke Park, Woodbridge), 
and Parsons (Beechill) gave every satisfaction, and pronounced it one 
of the prettiest exhibitions it has yet been their pleasure to attend.

FOR SALE
Having upgraded to ‘Popup’ marquees the Horsell Village 

Show has the following used ‘Party Tents’ for sale.

FIVE
9 metre by 3 metre tents each comprising the frame tubes, 
fittings, roof, side panels and instructions at £15.00 each

ONE
6 metre by 3 metre tent, comprising the frame tubes, 
fittings, roof, side panels and instructions at £10.00

It must be emphasised that these tents have been extensively 
used at the Village Show in past years, but are still functional.

Please call Ron Piper on 01483 855108
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RSM Community 
Support Scheme
The Mayor of Woking met with RSM Domestic 
Appliances Managing Director Steve Haydon 
on Wednesday 19th April to learn more about 
the RSM Community Support Scheme. The 
Mayor heard about the scheme following 
the donation of seven Blomberg domestic 
appliances worth more than £2,000 to 
Woking & Sam Beare Hospices, the Mayor’s 
designated Charity.
During her visit to RSM’s store at Knaphill, Cllr. 
Anne Murray, congratulated the company on 
its imitative of a monthly donation to help those 
in the need within the community. She also 
learned first-hand how valued RSM’s scheme  
is from Tony Hewat, Chair of the Trustees 
of The Besom in Woking. RSM gave The 
Besom 10 kettles and 10 toasters worth more 
than £400 to help a number of single parent 
families that receive support through its work.
RSM, which operates four businesses 
in retail and repairs from its outlets in 
Knaphill, Bookham and Ashtead, launched 
a commitment for 2017 to make a donation 
every month to help people in need within the 
communities it serves and set up the RSM 
Community Support Scheme.
“I think this scheme is great,” said the Mayor. 
“There are lots of challenges in the area and 
everyone at the moment is short of resources 
so it’s really nice that small local businesses 
are willing to step in and support local people 
and local charities. Hopefully it will continue.”
Steve said: “I was very honoured that Her 
Worship the Mayor visited our Knaphill 
store and showed such an interest in what 

we’re doing through our Community Support 
Scheme. Small shops are the life and soul of 
the community and I’m very passionate about 
the role we have to play, which is why we 
wanted to do something a bit more tangible to 
give back to the local community.”
Woking Besom Trustee Tony Hewat said: 
“Woking Besom is delighted to have been 
chosen by RSM Domestic Appliances as a 
link to charities working in the local community 
within Woking and surrounding areas. The 
recent gift of 10 kettles and 10 toasters is a 
huge help to Besom in its aim of ‘sweeping 
away poverty’.”
Carol Miller 
RSM Communications Consultant

COMMUNITY
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Bosch 

Superstore

TRADING IN SURREY FOR OVER 40 YEARS

The first stop for Bosch 
quality appliances  

at online prices

SALES • ADVICE • REPAIRS
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Horsell charity shop 
marks 20th anniversary
Woking & Sam Beare Hospices’ Horsell shop at 111A High Street, 
which is one of the hospices’ earliest stores to have opened, has just 
celebrated its 20th anniversary, marked with an in-store celebration 
and very special presentation.
The Horsell shop’s birthday was also the anniversary of some of the 
hospices’ longest serving volunteers, who have supported Woking & 
Sam Beare Hospices for a combined total of over 100 years. Six long 
serving volunteers were presented with flowers and chocolates who 
had given 22, 20, 20, 17, 14 and 11 years to the charity.
Jayne Cooper (then Interim CEO and Director of Nursing, now CEO), 
commented: “As a patient-centred charity that delivers specialist 
palliative care to adults of all ages and their families we could not do 
what we do free of charge to the thousands we help without a very 
vital group of people – our volunteers. These exceptional individuals 
give their time, support and passion to help us raise funds through our 
shops and support our other fund-raising activities, as well as support 
our patient services. On behalf of all of us at Woking & Sam Beare 
Hospices our sincerest thanks.”

If you are interested in joining our team of volunteers then please click 
here for more information. Or contact our Volunteer Services Team at 
volunteer@wsbhospices.co.uk

Celebrating 20 years. Photo: Caroline Hughes.

Cllr. Anne Murray and RSM Managing Director  
Steve Haydon. Photo: RSM.
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Horsell Care 
Horsell Care was founded in 2000 with the primary objective of assisting 
residents who need help getting to surgeries, hospital appointments or 
shops.  In most cases our clients don’t have relatives or friends living 
close by so they rely on our volunteers to provide them with transport 
and a helping hand occasionally. Other assistance offered includes 
friendly visits, form-filling or help with minor domestic emergencies. 
In addition we organise coffee mornings, lunches and other social 
activities for clients and volunteers from time to time. Horsell Care and 
the residents it helps rely solely on volunteers to provide this assistance 
– without them we could not function. 
We are always looking for more people to act as duty volunteers, 
manning the telephone helpline at home, for a few hours each month. 
We also need more drivers to take residents to medical appointments 
or on shopping trips.
If you think you might be able to give a few hours a month of your time 
and would like to know more about what’s involved before committing, 
please give me a call on 01483 772231. Alternatively, call our helpline, 
01483 730740, and leave a message. Somebody will call you back in 
a few days.
Chris Dines

Lions Fun Run
Woking Lions Club’s second charity Fun Run on Horsell Common 
took place on Sunday 18th June 2017, raising funds for the York Road 
Project, Woking District Scouts and community causes.
We were delighted to find the event was so popular that six days before 
the run, we had to close the registration of runners at 260 because of 
limitations on car parking at Fairoaks. Following the success of the 
first run of either 5km or 10km across the Common last August, when 
160 runners entered, this year we included a half marathon distance 
(13 miles / 21km) as well, which proved popular with some 70 runners 
opting for the longer distance.
The actual run started in McLaren Park, just behind the McLaren 
complex, then went round the Common as far as the popular Heather 
Farm Wetlands Centre, over the river Bourne and across the meadows, 
before diving back through the Common, passing near to the famous 
sand pits of H G Wells fame, then back through the McLaren Park, 
back over the Bourne and up Bonseys Lane, before entering Fairoaks 
and running to the finishing arch.

At the finish the runners were met by Woking Lions President John 
Cooper and Mrs Betty Cooper, ably assisted by the Mayor of Surrey 
Heath Borough Council, Cllr Valerie White (Fairoaks being in Surrey 
Heath), together with the deputy Mayor of Woking, Cllr. Will Forster 
and his partner Hannah Thompson. The splendid medals with a design 
based on our Lions Logo is to celebrate Lions International Centennial, 
and they were kindly sponsored by Seymours Estate Agents’ Horsell 
Office, who also sponsored the event for the second year. 

Both Horsell Co-op and Boz’s Fruit & Veg from Horsell High Street 
supported the run by donating the much needed water for the runners 
around the run and at the finish, where Boz kindly gave a banana to 
each runner to help them regain some energy after running in the hot 
weather.

The winners of the runs were as follows: 

Distance Category Name Time

½ marathon First male 
home

Ben  
Goddard

1h 28m

First female 
home

Natasha 
Swan

1h 58m

10km First male 
home

Kevin  
Dargue

43m 09s

First female 
home

Jessica 
Rowden

50m 38s

5km First male 
home

George 
Loxton

19m 32s

First female 
home

Nyssa 
Jackman

27m 58s

Woking Lions would like to thank all their volunteer helpers and 
members, as well as those who kindly donated prizes for the winners, 
and Fairoaks Airport and Horsell Common.

Roger Chamberlain 
Woking Lions Club
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YOUNG PEOPLE
May Fayre
Wind, rain and loads of fun!
In spite of the weather, crowds still flocked to the Horsell Scouts and 
Guides Grand May Fayre held on the Bank Holiday 1st May at the 
Wheatsheaf Recreation Ground.
The main arena event for this year was a team of working Sheepdogs 
from Devon who showed why they, and not humans, can round up 
Indian Runner ducks at fairs. The main arena event was brilliantly 
supported once again by Horsell’s own dance and theatre group, The 
Summerscales Performers.
There were queues when visitors waited to use the top of the range 
climbing tower and the five huge bouncy castles. The dog agility course 
was busy all afternoon and the May Fayre Music Stage always had 
an appreciative audience. Our Refreshment Tent sold out of cake, 
the Real Ale tent was always busy and all the stalls reported being 
constantly hectic.
I’m not going to say that we don’t want sunny May Fayre afternoons, 
but it’s just not essential!

May we thank our 2017 Grand May Fayre sponsors: Global Travel 
Management Ltd, Seymours in Horsell, Trident Honda, Ottershaw and 
WADP Architects. Without their generous help the May Fayre would 
have struggled to be the fun that it was!
Richard Mackie

Beaver Scouts  
and Artful Gardening
On Wednesday 10th May, Horsell Adventurers Beavers were delighted 
to visit the Littlewick allotments to work towards their Gardening Badge. 
The Beavers soon got to work, weeding, watering and learning about 
plants. They also planted sunflowers with a view to returning in the 
future to see how these are growing and whose has grown into the 
biggest plant.
The Beavers and their leaders also learnt about growing vegetables 
and working safely with garden tools. A particular favourite plant of the 
group was the giant rhubarb, followed by the strawberry plants which 
were in full bloom.
As the Beavers worked they were being observed and painted in oil 
paint by our very own artist in residence, the talented Hannah Bruce. 
During the meeting, Hannah managed to produce a stunning piece 
of artwork, most skilfully executed. The Beavers and leaders were 
delighted to see themselves on canvas!
Once again Horsell Beavers breaking new ground (quite literally) at the 
Littlewick allotments!
Nomad 
Beaver Scout Leader 
1st Horsell Adventurers Beavers

PREPARATORY SCHOOL FOR GIRLS AGED 2 – 11 YEARS

Preparing for a happy, healthy and successful life

‘EXCELLENT’ IN EVERY ASPECT   
(ISI Inspection)

Woodham Rise  |  Woking  |  GU21 4EE  |  www.halstead-school.org.uk  |  01483 772 682

Minibus  routes available

Before  

and After 

School Care 

available

The finished painting. Photo: Hannah Bruce.

Tug of war. Photo: Lucy Longley.
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Horsell  
Junior School
An exceptional year
Horsell Junior CofE School has had an 
exceptional academic year. Off the back of 
our ‘Good’ Ofsted inspection in June 2016 
which recognised our recent academic 
achievements, the school has continued 
to strive for educational excellence whilst 
providing a full and rounded whole school 
experience for all its pupils.
The school year started back in September 
with our Year Six heading to Swanage for 
a week long residential. The children were 
able to bond together whilst enriching their 
Geography topic. In January Year Four 
attended their two night residential at Sayers 
Croft near Cranleigh, learning teamwork skills 
outside in the Surrey countryside.
The school has taken part in several 
fund-raising projects for charity this year. Our 
Year Five children rose to the challenge of 
organising a comedy show in aid of Red Nose 
Day. Lots of children entertained pupils and 
parents with funny sketches and poems. The 
school has also been ‘Running to Mwanhala’ 
this year. Through a link with Horsell resident 
Richard Pratt the Chairman of a UK charity: 
“Friends of Urambo and Mwanhala” (www.
fum.org.uk), we have been raising money to 
provide Mwanhala school with a new water 
pump. This has involved all children in the 
school walking or running three times a 

week on school grounds. This has made our 
children more active whilst helping forge links 
with Mwanhala school in Tanzania.
We have had an excellent sporting year at 
school. Our Year Five football team won 
their league and our Year Four tag rugby 
team won the Chobham Tag festival. We are 
most proud of our netball team who went 
one better that last year’s team and became 
Surrey County Primary Netball Champions. 
A truly exceptional achievement! As well 
as inter school competition we have also 
supplied children with the opportunity to 
compete against each other for their houses. 
Competitions have taken place in football, 
netball, rugby, golf and athletics. These 
competitions have enabled us to achieve the 
Sainsbury’s School Games Gold Mark for the 
first time.
Our school House system has been in place 
for well over 40 years. Our children are divided 
into four houses: Clandon, Hatchlands, 
Loselely and Polesden. They earn House 
Points, compete in sporting competitions and 

attend House assemblies. This year we have 
endeavoured to strengthen our ties to these 
famous houses by taking our House captains 
on official visits of these houses. The children 
have had a great time touring the houses and 
the grounds and returning to school to share 
their experiences with the rest of their house. 
If you would like more information about the 
school, please visit our website http://www.
horsell-junior.surrey.sch.uk or follow us on 
our Twitter feeds @HorsellJunior and @
HorsellJuniorPE to find regular updates about 
what we are up to.
John Dunsford

Running to Mwanhala to raise money for charity. 
Photo: Horsell Junior School

Surrey County Netball Champions 2017. 
Photo: Horsell Junior School
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HISTORY
A History of Horsell 
Allotments
On 25th September 1917, a public meeting was held at the Horsell 
Parish Institute with a view to forming an Allotment Association 
outside the jurisdiction of the local Council. Originally called the 
Horsell Allotment Holders and Small Gardeners Association,  
a mandate was given to proceed and negotiations soon took place 
to acquire a lease over five and a half acres of land at Spong Field, 
Bullbeggars Lane from Horsell Park Estates, on an area roughly 
where Achilles Place now stands.
By December 1917, agreement had been reached to rent the land 
for 7 years at £17 p.a. The land was divided into 43 plots of either 10 
or 20 rods (50m or 100m) and allocated to members by ballot. The 
Association soon got into its stride and by April 1919 was awarding 
cups and medals for well-kept plots and replacing members who did 
not keep their plots to the high standard required.
Bulk supplies were delivered to Horsell Wharf on the Basingstoke 
Canal. 50 tons of manure from the army at Pirbright for £11.5s. and a 
barge load of lime for 15s. There is no record of how they were carted 
to the site some 300 yards away. 
One of the most interesting things about the Association is the high 
number of long serving officers; we have had just 10 Presidents and 
seven Secretaries. The first President, Mr Jennings, served from 
1917 to 1940 whilst the longest serving Secretary was Mr Harries 
from 1963 to 1985. The longest serving Committee member however 
was Mr Tapper, Secretary from 1931 to 1943, Vice President from 
1944 to 1954 and President from 1955 to 1961. Quite a record.
The Association is fortunate in that the minutes of every meeting 
since 1917 and all the account books and records dating back to the 
early days, still exist. These are now lodged in the safe keeping of the 
Surrey History Centre. 

1920s-1950s
The first Annual Dinner was held at the Rendezvous Restaurant in 
1920, but it does seem that the last Annual Dinner was in 1921. At this 
time the finances were reported to be in good order with a balance 
at the bank of £2.14s.3d. A new 21 year lease was signed in 1922 at 
a rate of £21 p.a. In this year, it was also agreed to provide water to 
the site by sinking a well. The members undertook this task and the 
bricks required were purchased in Guildford and delivered to Woking 
by rail at a total cost of £6.10s. A pump was purchased for £4.10s. 
and was to remain in service for over 30 years. This year also saw 
members on a charabanc trip to Wisley Gardens — it rained all day 
but apparently everyone thoroughly enjoyed themselves. In 1923 it 
was recorded that members were warned about growing too many 
flowers and in that year drainage was installed across the site.
The years began to pass with all the plots let accompanied by long 
waiting lists.
In 1939 it was reported that the Council wanted to turn the Allotments 
into a playing field, which was of course overtaken by the war. At 
some point after 1938 Woking Council turned a field, roughly where 
the sports pitches of Woking High School at Morton Road are now, 
into allotments. This was probably part of the dig for victory campaign. 
The last map the present author can find is early 1938 as none were 
produced during the war; no official records giving a more precise 
date have been found. The war seems to have had no adverse effect 
upon the members at the Bullbeggars site who carried on as usual, 

although it is noted that boxes of seed were received from America 
on two occasions and distributed by ballot to members. On the other 
hand, the allotment donated 200lbs of onions to the Red Cross each 
year to be sold to help prisoners of war. After the war the Morton Road 
allotments continued to be Council run until the land was acquired for 
the school. 
While researching to update this history, the present author met with 
several locals who remembered another allotment where the playing 
field of Horsell Church of England school is now in Meadway Drive. 
Access to this site was apparently by a gate off the High Street behind 
where Crownwood now stands. Again no documents have been 
found that give any precise dates to this site, so it is likely that this 
too was part of the dig for victory campaign. Indeed, it appears from 
local knowledge that there were numerous little plots springing up 
on any piece of available land. Holyoake Crescent was mentioned 
as having such a plot and in Rosehill Avenue work on the houses 
was suspended during the war and one undeveloped corner plot was 
turned into a large veg patch. None of these were of course recorded. 
They just live on in the memories of those present at the time.

1960s-1990s
At the beginning of the 1960s the Council moved the Morton Road 
allotments to a field adjacent to the Bullbeggars Lane site, so that 
now there was the privately-run site roughly where Achilles Place now 
stands, with a smaller Council run site next door roughly where Pine 
Close now is. This was very short lived because in 1964 the Council 
intimated that they wanted to build on this area with a compulsory 
purchase order being issued two years later. After a public inquiry 
instigated by, amongst others, the late Reg Gunner (a former long 
standing allotment holder), we were allocated land at our present site 
in 1967 and moved in at the end of March 1969. Both sites were 
amalgamated and came under the overall control of the Council who 
now owned the land. The allocation of plots at the new site caused 
much concern amongst members and it was eventually decided that 
those who had been plot holders for over 20 years should have first 
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choice. In the meantime, the 50th anniversary dinner had been held 
at a cost of 18s.6d. a head.
The 1970s saw a great surge in interest and by the end of the decade 
there were 70 people on the waiting list and a demand for the Council 
to provide a further site in Woking which they did at Westfield. Since 
that time there have been few ripples in the smooth running of the 
Association with all plots let and a constant waiting list, only once 
exceeding that of 1979. Plots are now mainly of five rod (25m) size 
with a few half that size.
1982 saw 74 members celebrating the 65th anniversary with a dinner 
at the Parish Hall.

2000 onwards
Since 2000, in agreement with Woking Council, we have been 
self-managed in that we receive no income or maintenance from the 
Council and are solely responsible for the administration and running 
of the site. The land however still belongs to the Council.
February 2004 saw a shake up in the organisation of the Association; 
the positions of President and Chairman were split. In the following 
year, for the first time, the Chairman was appointed at the AGM and 
not by the Committee. The President was made ex-officio, elected for 
a three-year term at the AGM and chaired the AGM. The name of the 
association was changed to Horsell Allotments.
In a sign of the times, new gates were installed at Bullbeggars in 2005 
and for the first time, locked. In June 2006, Bullbeggars was proud to 
become the first and to date only, allotment site in Surrey to be invited 
to open for the National Gardens Scheme.
September 2007 saw many members and their other halves enjoy 
a BBQ at Bullbeggars to celebrate the 90th year of the Association.
Uncertain times to rival the period 1964-1966 returned in 2008. 
Bullbeggars has always been a popular site and in response to 
increasing waiting lists, an off-the-cuff remark from the present 
Chairman to Councillor Barker in early 2008, led to the Councillor 
initiating a search by Woking to find suitable land for another allotment 
site. The existing allotment sites were asked to distribute a question-
naire to those on their waiting list and it was also made available to 
the public. The result was that the area found to be in most need 

of another site was Horsell. However, while this search was going 
on, the Chairman was tipped off about a planned private meeting of 
the Council to discuss turning Bullbeggars into an industrial site; with 
the allotments being re-located to a smaller site at Carthouse Lane. 
Within a day of receiving the tip off a vigorous campaign had begun 
within Horsell to save Bullbeggars. The Chairman was subsequently 
invited to a meeting at Woking Council to be informed that Bullbeggars 
would not be moved and furthermore that the new site would be at 
Carthouse Lane. It was requested that he and the Committee set it up 
and take over its running. In return for ceding some land, the Council 
also undertook to build toilets at Bullbeggars and install more secure 
gates at the front and side of the site, along with associated fencing. 
The waiting list at that point in Horsell stood at 30, but once news of 
the new site was made public it quickly grew to 80, exceeding that of 
1979 and creating a new record in Woking. 
The new site at Carthouse Lane, named Littlewicks, was opened by 
double Chelsea winner Cleve West on 6th June 2012 with an initial 80 
plots, mostly of 5 rods (25m). The site also included a separate area 
to use as a mini orchard and an apiary, which quickly grew to hold 12 
bee hives to compliment the two already in existence at Bullbeggars. 
In the intervening time, to meet the demand extra half plots have been 
created. There are now 196 plots across both sites. 
With the downturn in the economy and subsequent paring back 
of finances, it was not until 2017 that construction of the toilets at 
Bullbeggars could commence. Just in time for the members from both 
sites to join together at Bullbeggars in September 2017 for a BBQ 
to celebrate 100 years of the formation of the Association. A time 
capsule will be buried beneath the new building, containing photos 
and documents commemorating the centenary.
History has repeated itself to mirror the 1940s to 1960s. Once again 
Horsell has two thriving allotment sites, with a healthy bank balance, 
all plots let and a seemingly constant combined waiting list.
David Inns 
Chairman 
Horsell Allotments Association

Originally written by Stuart Ransom in 1997, updated by David Inns 
2000-17.




