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A word from the Editor
Greetings!
In September I took the long, winding trip up the 
tower of St. Mary’s Church and looked out over the 
village. It was fascinating seeing our streets, houses 
and shops from above, but the one thing that stood 
out was how many trees we have. Looking North in 
particular, towards Horsell Common, the horizon is 
almost nothing but trees. We are very lucky to be 
living in such a green part of the world. On that note – 
the leaves hadn’t really started turning yet, but it was 
definitely Autumn – the temperature has dropped and 
the weather is even less predictable. Unfortunately 
the weather was cold, overcast and grey, so I didn’t 
linger to take many photographs.

As you may know or have guessed, photography 
is a hobby of mine. What you probably don’t know 
is that the large majority of photos that I take are of 
sports, rugby. I take the photos of Woking Rugby 
Football Club that you may have seen in the back 
of the local newspapers. As I write, the Rugby 
World Cup has just kicked off in this country, and 
hopefully England will still be in the competition by 
the time you read this! If you’ve been inspired to 
play by watching any of the matches, Woking RFC 
are a small club with a friendly atmosphere who are 
always on the look-out for new players.

Contact details for the club are: 
Website: www.wokingrugby.com 
Team line: 07814 622014

Geoff

For the blog and twitter feed, contact Debbie 
Debbie’s Email: horsellresident@gmail.com 
Blog: www.horsellresidents.com/blog 
Twitter: http://twitter.com/Horsellresident
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Geoff Banks – email:  
theresidenteditor@gmail.com

Advertising: Tony Kremer –  
email: a.kremer@ntlworld.com 

NEXT ISSUE: Winter 2015 – copy 
deadline for advertisements and 
editorial 21st November 2015.

         Quality Tutors of Woking 
 
INDEPENDENT SCHOOL ENTRANCE EXAMS, 
PRE-TESTS AND 11+ EXAMS  

 

 One to One Tuition 

 Tailored to your Child’s Needs 

 CRB/DBS Checked 

 Competitive Rates 

 Based in Horsell 

 Maths, English, Verbal and Non-Verbal Reasoning 

 Success in Local Independent School Entrance Exams 
 

Website www.qualitytutorswoking.com 
Email  QualityTutors_Woking@hotmail.com  
Telephone:  01483 722356  

Half-time port, charity match. 
Photo: Geoff Banks.

Hurdling an opponent.
Photo: Geoff Banks.
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FROM THE CHAIR
Dear Resident,
The Village Show basked in the late July sun, once again providing a 
great event for all ages. Congratulations to the committee, stall holders, 
all the volunteers and of course all the visitors that made this annual 
event such a success. The Residents’ Association gazebo was busy all 
day with several exhibits providing opportunity for public consultation 
and feedback.
Plans for the White Knight Laundry site in Horsell Moor were exhibited; 
this provided a further opportunity for residents to review the details 
of the retirement apartments proposed for the site. A representative of 
PegasusLife was available to answer questions and record feedback. I 
understand that a planning application has now been submitted.
We also showed details of planned improvements to the road signs 
around Church Hill. The plans were received well with positive 
feedback. We aim to progress the implementation of these quickly to 
improve awareness for motorists of the tricky section of road and the 
pedestrians crossing to use St. Mary’s Church, the Village School and 
residents accessing their houses.

Tremendous traders
I have previously acknowledged the great support of the volunteers that 
keep the many activities of the HRA going from the great teams that 
organise events to the editorial team and contributors to The Resident. 
There is another group of supporters that also needs to be recognised: 
the traders. We are continuously grateful for all the businesses and 
organisations that advertise in The Resident and support initiatives 
whether through headline sponsorship for major events like the Village 
Show and Christmas Fair or those that contributed to the Horsell 
Calendar and now also provide the outlets for its sale. 
Over many years there have been two High Street businesses that have 
provided the vital focal outlet for tickets, brochures and information for 
community activities, Needle & Thread and Costcutter. Sadly Needle & 
Thread ceased trading at the end of July when its lease expired and we 
thank the team for their many years of support. Costcutter is still very 
much active, whether providing Village Show entry forms, tickets for 
Community Choir concerts & Christmas films, Footpath Maps, Horsell 
Village Life books or details of specific events or campaigns, the team 
at the Costcutter store have always dealt with enquiries and managed 
these important fund-raising activities. A big thank you to the Parkash 
family, Ann and team for their decades of support of community events.

Design the village sign competition
We have decided to hold a competition for the design of the new 
‘Welcome to Horsell’ road signs to encourage a broad variety of 
entries. All ideas are welcome for the image to capture the essence of 
Horsell Village and its environs and/or particular themes such as the 
150th/70th anniversaries of the birth/death of HG Wells. The competi-
tion is open to anyone with strong Horsell connections over the age 
of 18. We encourage the many local artists and designers to put their 
ideas forward.
For detail of the design brief and entry criteria please send an email to 
info@horsellresidents.com.

The HRA needs you!
We are looking for someone to assist with the processes that support 
activities of the HRA. A small team give their time generously to support 
the running of the HRA and the production of this magazine. We are 
looking for someone to join us to assist with operations including the 
advertising processes, membership and management of meetings. 
If you think you can spare some time to assist on a voluntary basis 
please get in touch for more details.
Robin Hoyle
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Planning and highways
Some very mixed news to report. Firstly, the Council have backed 
down and are no longer pursuing some small changes to the Green 
Belt locally, which we had opposed despite being reassured that there 
was nothing to worry about. Across a number of other parts of Woking, 
the battles to keep the Green Belt intact continue. Though the HRA has 
not expressed an opinion on those, being outside our remit, some of 
you have exercised your right to do so.

We objected to the proposals from McLaren to build where they 
originally promised they wouldn’t, but it seems we have lost that one. 
Also, we have not managed to convince the Highways Authority that a 
safer pedestrian crossing facility is needed for Littlewick Road, though 
they will look to make improvements to signage in the winter months. 
On a positive note, we are glad to see the new lights on Chobham 
Road, after a long struggle by determined local residents.

For reasons I have yet to understand, the HRA has not been invited 
recently to what had been a regular twice-yearly meeting with Woking’s 
Planners. We shall try to get that rectified as soon as possible.

Tony Kremer

Bin stickered?
Last month many of you may have been surprised to find a large, 
somewhat admonishing, sticker placed on your bin following the 
regular collection. There have also been reports of recycling being left 
uncollected. Cllr. Colin Kemp explained to the HRA that this is the result 
of a national change in the way recycling processors are handling 
loads. They are being a lot more picky about the level of contamination 
they are prepared to deal with, both literal (biological and food waste) 
and figurative (items that can’t be recycled). At least one lorry-load of 
recycling has been turned away, which meant diverting it to landfill at 
great cost; a lorry-load of general household waste costs the Council 
about seven times as much as one of recycling.

The Council has responded with education such as the bin stickers and 
letters to those who put out inappropriate items for collection. Where 
such items can be identified, they will not be collected and it’s possible 
the bin as a whole will be left uncollected. I would urge everyone to take 
the time to separate their rubbish into the various different categories 
and to keep abreast of what can and can’t be put in each bin. 

At this point you may be thinking that it’s not that easy to recycle as there 
is so much conflicting information on what can and can’t be recycled, 
especially for uncommon items. Unfortunately, labels on packaging can 
be deceiving or unhelpful, particularly when it comes to plastics. The 
Council sends out a booklet each year and have plenty of informa-
tion on their website (the environment section on www.woking.gov.uk), 
but it’s hard to know for sure whether odd items can be recycled. The 
Council’s advice is to go by the type of items that will be accepted 
(e.g. plastic bottles) rather than looking at the labels. As it is a common 
misunderstanding, it may also be worth re-iterating that cartons such 
as Tetra Pak can’t be put in the blue bins; there are collection points for 
those outside local supermarkets.

Recycling doesn’t require nearly as much effort as it used to, now that 
there is doorstep collection and the processing plants will sort items on 
arrival; we can dump paper, tins and bottles in the blue bin as needed 
rather than having to keep each type of item separate. All it takes to 
help the environment and save money is just a little bit of care.

In brief
The War Memorial
In 2014, to mark the centenary of the outbreak of the First World War, 
Historic England embarked upon a five-year project to add 2,500 
war memorials to the National Heritage List for England. The War 
Memorials  Trust has been encouraging the listing of war memorials as 
a way of  providing  legal protection for them. A listed war memorial is 
immediately protected by law, and any changes to it must first receive 
listed building consent. In May 2015, the Horsell War Memorial was 
given Grade II listed status.

Charitable status
The HRA’s application for charitable status has (finally) been approved 
and the process of registering for Gift-Aid has now begun. Having 
charitable status means that we will be able to use more of the funds we  
raise for community projects. It also allows longer-term planning as 
funds can be accumulated more readily and spent when needed – our 
previous status limited the surplus that could be kept each year to £500.

Just not cricket
Following several complaints from residents of The Grove area, the 
Council have decided to prohibit the playing of 20 overs per side (a.k.a. 
T20) cricket on Wheatsheaf Recreation Ground. Bookings for longer, 
less-explosive matches, e.g. 40 overs per side, usually played at the 
weekend, will continue to be taken for the time being. This news puts 
your editor in two minds; if a large number of residents were of one 
mind on this, then we as the HRA should support them. Yet it is a great 
shame that this effectively bans evening cricket on the Wheatsheaf 
during the Summer.

Staying Alive!
Would you like to attend a free one hour training session in resuscita-
tion and the use of the automated external defibrillator we have behind 
the tills at the Co-op? We are starting to plan for one in December so 
please get in touch with Tony Kremer.
Email: a.kremer@ntlworld.com

NEWS
Horsell War Memorial, November 2012. Photo: Geoff Banks.
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Computer crime
The Internet is perhaps the most powerful 
tool known to mankind, yet it is also full of 
scams, hoaxes and thieves hoping to prey on 
the unwary. We should not be afraid of The 
Internet and computer technology, but we 
should take sensible precautions when using 
it. The vast majority of online threats can be 
thwarted by safe practice. Neighbourhood 
Watch offers the following guidelines that may 
be helpful:

  Make sure you have an up to date security 
programme and anti-virus software installed 
on your computer. 
  Make regular backups of important files. 
A back-up is only useful if it is up to date. 
Recent versions of Windows and Apple’s 
OSX have built-in tools for doing this 
automatically.
  Microsoft never sends emails about security 
updates; these are hoaxes.
  Microsoft never phones people regarding 
problems with their computers; these are 
scams.
  Be careful about clicking on links and 
attachments in emails. Don’t click on links 
from an unknown sender. Remember that 
spammers could also gain access to a 
friend’s account, so if you get an uncharac-
teristic email containing a link from a friend, 
do not click on it but find another way of 
contacting them to check that the message 
is genuine.

  Never click on a link in an email from your 
bank. If you want to use online banking, 
enter the website address in the address 
bar yourself, so that you know you are 
going to the right website and not a fake site 
designed to replicate the genuine article. 
  Leave a website if you feel suspicious – if 
the site doesn’t look or ‘feel’ right, if there is 
text that doesn’t appear to have any purpose 
or doesn’t tie in with the rest of the site, or if 
you feel uneasy for any reason. 
  Don’t use open (i.e. no password required) 
wireless hotspots to send private informa-
tion such as bank details.
  If you use a wireless network at home, 
password-protect it. 

  When buying things online or otherwise 
entering sensitive data, check that the 
displayed web address begins with https:// 
and has a padlock icon nearby (the location 
varies depending on the program you are 
using). This indicates that the information 
you enter will be encrypted.

  Make sure passwords are strong and you 
use a different one for each account. As a 
general rule, passwords should contain 
a mix of numbers, symbols, upper- and 
lower-case letters.

  Don’t store accounts or passwords on any 
of your mobile devices such as a phone or 
tablet.

  Regularly check your social media privacy 
settings to control exactly what your sharing 
and with whom.

  Regularly clear your browser history, 
especially if using online banking.

More security advice can be in the “Stay Safe” 
publication which can be found on the Woking 
Association of Neighbourhood Watches 
(WAN) web site at
http://www.windowonwoking.org.uk/sites/
wan/security/NhWAdvice.pdf
Alan Taylor,
NhW Area Co-ordinator for Horsell
Tel: 01483 766816
Email: horsell_area_coordinator 
@wanw.org.uk

Travellers  
and revellers
Shortly before the August Bank Holiday, a 
party of travellers arrived in Horsell, initially 
settling at Six Crossroads before moving on 
to Wheatsheaf Common. The Council were 
alerted and moved swiftly into action, moving 
the travellers on that same day. This was 
achieved despite a few language problems; it 
turned out the travellers were French!
In July, the Horsell Common Preservation 
Society (HCPS) were alerted to the existence 
of multiple Facebook pages inviting over 
10,000 people to an illegal rave on the 
Common. Though the location of the planned 
event was not spelt out, the picture clue – a 
photograph of the sandpits – was easily 
decoded. The HCPS contacted Surrey Police, 
who swung into action. As well as an online 
information campaign to let revellers know 

they were aware of the event and would not 
let it go ahead, Police vehicles were stationed 
at each of the Common car parks. Regular 
patrols were made on foot and quad-bike, while  
the area was sprayed with water to make it 
damper underfoot and therefore unattractive 
for dancers and heavy equipment. We’re happy  
to report that the event did not go ahead.

Despite the undergrowth clearance work 
carried out by the HCPS and Pares 
Woodlanders volunteers (see the Summer 
2015 edition of The Resident) in an attempt to 
reduce anti-social behaviour, the Council are 
investigating further reports of drug-dealing 
and littering in the Broomhall area. 

WHAT’S ON
Saturday 17th October
Litter Pick 10am-12pm. Meet at 
Queen Elizabeth gardens.

Saturday 17th October
Barn Dance 7-10:30pm Village Hall.
Tickets £10 adult/£7 children, contact 
Michael Couper 01483 770920

Friday 23rd October
Village Open Forum 7:15pm. 
See Page 3.

Sunday 8th November
Remembrance Service 10:45am 
at the War Memorial, followed 
by teas at the Village Hall.

Saturday 14th November
Woodlanders work party 9:30am-
12:30pm. Meet at St. Mary’s 
Churchyard, bring tools and gloves.

21st-22nd November
Arts & Craft Fair 10:30am-
5pm at The Lightbox

Saturday 28th November
Festive Fun Day - Christmas Tree 
Festival & Choir Concert at St. 
Mary’s Church, Children’s Festive 
Fair at the Village School, Christmas 
Market outside the Village Hall.

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH
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WHY ARE YOU HERE
NOW?
Do you ever ask what life is 
really about? 
Asking questions is the basis of Practical 
Philosophy; weekly evening courses designed 
to help you explore and discuss great 
philosophical concepts.

Starting with the 10 week introductory course, 
our courses are run not as an academic 
discipline, but as a useful way to make the 
most of our everyday lives.

Courses Starting:
Farnham, Guildford &
Woking

Tel: 01483 457769 
www.practicalphilosophyguildford.com

P r a c t i c a l

Philosophy

Gui ld ford

SECOND THURSDAY CLUB
Re-Jubilating  
Horsell
Many of us have fond memories of June 2012, 
when the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee was 
celebrated up and down the High Street by 
thousands of happy families. That spirit lives 
on in the Second Thursday Club (STC) which 
of course remains open to everyone and is 

constantly setting itself new challenges. So 
what should happen in 2016 when the Queen 
celebrates her 90th Birthday (God willing). 
Should this be the cause for another massive 
street party?
We are wondering whether this time we should 
encourage lunchtime street parties across the 
village, when new and old neighbours can 
mix, meet and share locally. Then the village 
could all come together somewhere central at 
teatime for some dancing, singing and quite  
possibly toasting of Her Majesty. Her esteemed 
cut-out still lurks in the rafters of my garage.
Let me know how you feel about this. We at 
STC are happy to coordinate all the individual 
parties and help with advice and possibly 
bulk-buying, so if you and your neighbours 
want to volunteer, please get in touch with me. 
We can then decide what to do and get on with 
the detailed planning. My best guess is that 
it will be held on Sunday 5th June – why not 
check out www.thebiglunch.com/join-in/ for 
their pack of five easy steps to a successful 
street party.        
Tony Kremer
Email: a.kremer@ntlworld.com 

Festive fun
This year’s Christmas celebrations are a 
combined effort. On Saturday 28th November, 
there will be a Christmas Tree Festival (10am 
to 6pm) at St. Mary’s Church, followed by a 
Community Choir Concert (6pm to 7pm). 
There will be a Children’s Festive Fair (1pm 
to 4pm) at the Village School and a Christmas 
Market (2pm to 6pm) in the Village Hall car 
park. Plenty to look forward to.
If you would like more information or are 
interested in having a stall, please contact 
xmas@horsellresidents.com

All good things...
For the last few years I have been running 
Horsell Preserves from home with the help of 
some amazing local volunteers and as much 
local fruit as we could handle. In exchange 
for the donated fruit we returned 10% of our 
turnover to The Second Thursday Club which 
is part of Horsell Residents’ Association. 
Sadly I will be retiring this year because of ill 
health. It is with much regret I will store away 
all the equipment, recipes and ideas that have 
blossomed as new fruits and new people 
inspired our creativity.
We have always run the business to comply 
with all applicable laws and regulations. Our 
labelling is exemplary and our kitchen has a 5* 
rating – check with Woking Borough Council 
or the Food Standards Agency. I would be 
happy to make all this available to anyone who 
wanted to take Horsell Preserves forward. It 
couldn’t be more relevant to an age where 
good quality, known suppliers and food miles 
have become the buzzwords of local food. 
We have been approached by the team who 
have bought the Holiday Inn in Woking to see 
if we could be a regular supplier so I suppose 
we are offering a business with one corporate 
client ready and waiting.
I would be happy to act as a consultant and 
to make my kitchen available at pre-agreed 
times in the short term. So if you know a 
frustrated entrepreneur/foodie/cook perhaps 
this is the business for them. I think it could 
continue on a part time/hobby basis as a 
“social enterprise” that collects local fruit and 
returns the profit to the community or it could 
grow. I have just received my first offer of fruit 
on what looks to be a bumper year. So look at 
our website www.horsellpreserves.co.uk
Xenia Norman

~ Developing potential for life ~

Church Hill House, Horsell, Woking, 
Surrey GU21 4QW
Telephone: 01483 760943
www.st-andrews.woking.sch.uk

Reg. Charity No. 297580 ~ Established to promote 
and provide for the advancement of education

INDEPENDENT DAY SCHOOL FOR GIRLS & BOYS AGED 3-13

Because your child deserves to be

nurtured
A supportive community that nurtures 
individuality, talent and confidence.

SCHOLARSHIPS 

AVAILABLE FOR

SEPT 2016. 

SEE WEBSITE FOR 

MORE DETAILS.

The life-size cut-out of Her Majesty. Photo: Geoff Banks.
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Horsell Calendar 2016
The Horsell Calendar is selling well since its introduction at the Village 
Show. 100 calendars have been donated to St. Mary’s Church and 
Woking & Sam Beare Hospices, where they are now on sale with all 
the takings going directly to their respective funds. Elsewhere in the 
village, you can buy a calendar for £7 wherever you see an illustrated 
poster in the window. Profits from these sales will be split between the 
three charities: St. Mary’s Church, Woking & Sam Beare Hospices and 
the Village Hall.
Our target is to raise at least £700 for each of the three charities with 
your support, buying calendars for yourself and friends. They make 
lovely presents and souvenirs. I sold a calendar to an American visiting 
Horsell and she was thrilled to think that all these lovely photos of an 
English village would be in her home in the USA. I’ve sent one to my 
sister in Australia; it makes a change from the Lake District!  Our first 
customer bought two and came back the following day for another 
three. “I am so impressed with all the beautiful photos and the informa-
tion about local events and activities and the directory” she said. “It’s 
so handy and useful.”
Thank you to all the businesses for their support in sponsoring, 
displaying (there is a lovely display in Seymours window) and selling 
the calendars. Thank you to all of you who support by buying a calendar. 
This exciting new venture is a fantastic team effort between local 
businesses and volunteers of the Second Thursday Club producing 
the calendar, thank you to Helen Cammack, Stephen Foreman, Robin 
Hoyle, Ann Harington, Geoff Banks and all the photographers.
Please contact me if you have any feedback or good photos for the 
2017 calendar. If you can’t get to the shops yourself, let me know and 
we will try to deliver your calendar.
Caroline Hughes
Email: c.e.hughes@ntlworld.com
Tel: 01483 767980

Pares Woodlanders
Pares Woodland Garden is maturing gently. During September, we 
weeded the area where the new saplings are growing and prepared 
the area for the repositioning of the steps into the wood from Hill Close. 
We would love to have some more bird nesting boxes if anyone has 
one to spare. The canopy of oak leaves is dense just now, with patches 
of bright sunlight where the holly has been cut back. Pupils from St. 
Andrew’s School will be using the woodland for environmental studies 
and conservation.
It’s a peaceful spot above the Village Hall where you can enjoy listening 
to the birds and see the odd squirrel rushing up the tall oak trunks. It 
was great fun having a picnic in the woods on Midsummer’s evening, 
sitting on the tree trunks, chatting and laughing, while the youngest 
baby slept peacefully. When we left the wood to the dark stillness of 
night, we left not a trace of our presence.
We are branching out and clearing footpaths in Horsell. Many of you 
have already noticed how easy and pleasant it is to walk down Tracious 
Lane to Horsell Birch and The Cricketers. We have cut back holly and 
nettles and brambles from Horsell Park to Brewery Road, making the 
footpath lighter and safer and tackled footpaths around St. Andrew’s 
School. On 10th October we will clear Footpath 14 (Collyers Walk) 
which runs parallel to Horsell Rise/Kettlewell Close. Meet in Horsell 
Rise, opposite Church Road at 9.30 am.
We are helping in St. Mary’s Churchyard on Saturday 14th November. 
Our main task is to plant a hedge and cut back overgrowth. Meet in the 
churchyard at 9.30am.
If you’re interested in helping, contact:  
Anthony Saunders 01483 762190 or Caroline Hughes 01483 767980

Litter pick
We meet at the Queen Elizabeth Gardens in the High Street every 
third Saturday of the month. Walter the wheelbarrow is a faithful helper, 
bringing the plastic bags, gloves and litter grabbers and tirelessly 
bearing the weight of the heavy black bags full of rubbish as we wander 
round in pairs clearing the streets of litter. It is so sad to find broken glass 
anywhere, but especially in playgrounds where little hands and knees 
can be cut. Please be careful and caring; we just don’t understand how 
drinkers of Red Bull have not got the energy to put their empty cans in 
the bin. We enjoy a coffee in Cafe Primo and a nice chat at 12 to round 
off a good morning’s litter pick. Please join us; we need your help.

Gardening club?
Is anyone interested in setting up a gardening club? With speakers, 
visits to members’ gardens or elsewhere, swaps of plants and ideas, 
record keeping or even the possibility of “Garden Angels”: a quick burst 
of help when a garden has become too much for someone. I thought I’d 
throw the idea out – it’s all up for discussion.
Caroline Hughes
secondthursdayclub@horsellresidents.com

Woking  
Funeral Service

A life well 
remembered  
lives on.

Woking Funeral Service  
Knaphill
Anchor Crescent 
Knaphill 
Woking GU21 2PD

01483 397998

New Knaphill branch now open

A funeral is a time to say goodbye and to 
remember the life of the person you 
love. It’s our privilege to be at your side. 
We have been funeral directors for 
generations: this is a way of life for us. 
When someone you love dies, you can 
depend on us.

We’re honoured to be the people you can 
turn to, even at the hardest times.

You can contact us any time or you can 
visit us at
www.wokingfunerals.co.uk

funeralpartners.co.uk
Members of the  
National Association of Funeral Directors

Our new Knaphill branch 
offers disabled access

Woking Funeral Service
119-121 Goldsworth Rd
Woking GU21 6LR

01483 772266
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VILLAGE SHOW

Sesquicentennial – a big word to suit a grand 
show! We didn’t know what ‘sesquicentennial’ 
meant, but research led us to discover that the 
definition is ‘a 150th anniversary’; the number 
of years since the first recorded village show 
in Horsell.
The show nearly did not go ahead! Heavy 
rain and winds hampered the erection of the 
marquees the day before the show, with the 
ground getting a thorough soaking. The team 
had to abandon putting up the small marquees 
until the next day, when the ground was to be 
inspected. Everyone breathed a very large 
sigh of relief at 7.30am on Saturday, when we 
got the go ahead to hold the show. A very busy 
time followed in order to get everything ready 
for the arrival of the entries, the judges and 
the stallholders. Somehow everything fell into 
place, to the credit of the hard-working team 
and the many helpers, to whom we are very 
thankful.
The sun shone on the show itself, with only 
a few spots of rain which did not spoil the 

proceedings in any way. The ground had dried 
up enough by the afternoon for the children 
to sit on the grass to watch the Punch & Judy 
Show and the juggler/escape artist, due in 
part to the new drainage system for the school 
playing field.
There were some wonderful entries this 
year, once again demonstrating the varied 
talents of local people, children included. 
Local woodturner Tony Wellbelove created 
a wonderful bowl made from monkey-puzzle 
tree timber for us to present to the winner of 
‘Best in Show’, which was a new award to be 
chosen by all the judges to commemorate the 
150 years of the show. This, together with 
the other prizes, was presented by Woking 
MP Jonathan Lord, who attended the show 
with daughter Katy. A presentation was also 
made to Ron Piper to thank him for his time as 
Chairman of the show.
An additional celebration of the 150 years 
was a barn dance which was held in one of 
the marquees after the show. People found 

they had a little energy left to join in with the 
dancing, with the more exhausted enjoying 
a cool drink while they watched the dancers 
and listened to the excellent band. The barn 
dance might be repeated next year – watch 
this space!
The very successful show was followed on the 
Sunday morning by more heavy rain, leaving 
the marquees rather soggy! Some of them are 
still drying off...
The organisers are very grateful to the main 
sponsor of the show, Seymours, the Horsell 
Estate Agent, for their support and to Woking 
Borough Council who donated the cost of the 
new Best in Show Bowl and sponsored some 
of the entertainment.
We are always on the look-up for more helpers 
for the show, so if you would like to give a 
hand or would consider joining the committee, 
please send me an e-mail on mepiper7@
gmail.com or call 01483 855108.
Marion Piper
Secretary – Horsell Village Show

committed to you, your family 
and your business.

2nd Floor, Cleary Court, 169 Church Street 
East, Woking GU21 6HJ

www.morrlaw.com
    @morrlaw
01483 726 146

with you 
every step  
of the way.

Photo: Caroline Hughes.
Photo: Bob Holmes, 
Woking News & Mail.
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NEW VICTORIA THEATRE
THE JEWEL IN 

SURREY’S CROWN

0844 871 7645* atgtickets.com/woking*

WED 4 - SAT 7 NOVEMBERWOKING

*Fees apply. Calls cost 7p per minute plus your phone company’s access charge. Photos Bill Cooper.

 ‘A CHRISTMAS CRACKER  
BY A STAR COMPANY’
SUNDAY EXPRESS

Photo: Caroline Hughes.

Photo: Geoff Banks.

Photo: Bob Holmes, 
Woking News & Mail.

Photo: Bob Holmes, 
Woking News & Mail.

Photo: Bob Holmes, 
Woking News & Mail.

Photo: Bob Holmes, Woking News & Mail.

Photo: Bob Holmes, Woking News & Mail.

Photo: Bob Holmes, Woking News & Mail.
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ARTS

DOMESTIC APPLIANCES
SALES | SERVICE | REPAIRS | FAST DELIVERY

Call 01483 475000
www.rsmdomesticappliances.com

Visit our large showroom  
in Knaphill with competitive 

 online prices

Comedy play
As the days get shorter and colder, what better 
way to brighten your evening than seeing a 
classic comic stage show. J B Priestley’s 
farcical comedy When We Are Married could 
be just the thing and it’s on in Woking in 
November.
The play, being performed by the Horsell 
Amateur Dramatic Society, is centred on 
three couples celebrating their joint 25th 
wedding anniversaries. They are part of small 
town high society and smugly look down on 
the people around them. But their evening 
of self-satisfied contentment is shattered by 
unexpected events that throws their lives, and 
their marriages, into turmoil.
The director, Anne Leggett said that, although 
Priestley was better known for An Inspector 
Calls, which was recently on BBC One in an 
acclaimed new production, she believed that 
this earlier work was a better play. She had 
hoped to put on the play five years ago, but it 
would have clashed with a production at the 
Yvonne Arnaud in Guildford with Maureen 
Lipman. “I’m really pleased to be able to put it 
on now with HADS. It has principles and mores 
that are timeless; it will be a fun evening.”
When We Are Married will be on at the Rhoda 
McGaw Theatre in the Peacock Centre in 
Woking on Thursday November 19 and Friday 
November 20 at 7.45pm and on Saturday 
November 21 at 7.30pm.
Contact the box office on 0844 871 7645 or 
http://bit.ly/whenwearemarried
Tickets at £14 (concession £12) can be bought 
at 01483 808354. and www.horsellads.com

Quentin Blake 
exhibition
The Lightbox gallery and museum is delighted 
to show ‘Quentin Blake: Inside Stories’ a 
landmark exhibition by Quentin Blake, one 
of the UK’s most important and best-loved 
illustrators whose work is recognised 
worldwide.
Co-curated by Quentin Blake and Claudia 
Zeff, this exhibition gives a unique insight into 
the origins of some of Blake’s most charac-
teristic and popular creations. From Roald 
Dahl’s The Twits and Danny the Champion of 
the World to his own Clown and The Boy in 
The Dress by David Walliams.

The exhibition features over 140 works and 
brings together first roughs and storyboards, 
many never shown before, with finished art 
work to demonstrate how ideas evolved, 
often in close collaboration with the authors. 
It will show how Blake brings to bear a wide 
range of different techniques and media 
including inks, watercolours and pastels 
applied with a variety of touch, in response to 
the particular mood of a book and the nature 
of its characters, to create his distinctive and 
unforgettable illustrations.
The inaugural exhibition for House of 
Illustration, the UK’s centre for the art of 
illustration, when it opened in July 2014, ‘Inside 
Stories’ is now touring and The Lightbox is 
the first venue to show the collection. Colin 
McKenzie, Director, House of Illustration 
said: ‘Quentin Blake is an illustrator of world 
renown whose work is instantly recognisable 
to millions. This exhibition will offer audiences 
of all ages a unique insight into both his work 
and working method.’
‘Quentin Blake: Inside Stories’ will be on show 
at The Lightbox from 10th October 2015 – 
17th January 2016.

Community Choir
Horsell Community Choir meets every 
Tuesday in The Village School, Horsell, 7:30 to 
9:30pm. New members are welcome to come 
along to any rehearsal and try it out for free. 
There are no auditions and you don’t need to 
be able to read music. This is a really sociable 
choir and we perform a wide variety of music 
including contemporary and traditional songs 
from Britain and around the world.
Geoff Hughes
Website: www.horsellsings.org.uk 
Email: geoff.hughes@horsellsings.org.uk.

‘The Twits’ by Quentin Blake, courtesy of the  
House of Illustration.
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COMMUNITY
Just here for  
the chocolate?
Taking students to visit the 
battlefields of WWI.
“They’ve just got no respect, these school kids!”
The conversation had taken a turn that I was uncomfortable with. The 
year was 2008 and I was in a restaurant in the Belgian town of Ypres 
with some former military colleagues and a local guide. Somehow the 
conversation had morphed into a general moan about British school 
children and it saddened me; their viewpoint was completely at odds 
with everything I have experienced when leading visits to the battle-
fields of WWI. 
In July 2015, Year Nine students from Woking High School embarked 
upon our 20th visit to the Western Front and on this, as on every other 
occasion, our students were deeply moved and noticeably shaken by 
the sight of 12,000 headstones stretching out before them at Tyne Cot 
cemetery. Four students participated in the Last Post ceremony at the 
Menin Gate on the last night of our visit and laid a wreath on behalf of 
the school. The poignant simple bugle call has the power to melt the 
most cynical of hearts and we often have to console students after 
the ceremony who suddenly burst into tears, dealing with a wave of 
emotions at the conclusion of their visit.
One student was able to research and locate the grave of his Great 
Great Grandfather. The cemetery was in a remote area surrounded by 
fields and a row of poplar trees. The young man asked to have a few 
moments to himself once he arrived at the headstone, and the other 
students waited respectfully. After a few minutes, a small group of the 
boy’s friends went tentatively through the cemetery and sat beside him. 
Completely unprompted, the remainder of our students went and sat 
silently near the grave, before finally the teachers followed suit. For a 
full five minutes all you could hear was the faint rustling of the wind in 
the poplars as we gazed out into what was no-man’s land.
Taking students to the battlefields is a highly positive experience and 
they are visibly humbled when seeing first-hand the impact and scale 
of the conflict. The visit also makes them reflect on what matters in 
their lives; as one student wrote in his log book this year, “I’m going 
to be a lot nicer to my Mum and Dad when I get home.” Visits such 
as these bring out the very best in teenagers and show that, contrary 
to the opinions of my friends back in 2008, our young people know 
how to behave with impeccable sensitivity, courtesy and respect for the 
sacrifice made by a lost generation.
Simon Sharples
Deputy Head, Woking High School

St. Mary’s Church news
Megamakers!
At the end of July, St. Mary’s Church 
ran a very successful Megamakers 
Holiday Club for almost 40 children. 
Huge fun was had by all; both 
leaders and young people. Small 
things became very large in the 
fantastic Megamaking machine that 
was the centre piece of the club, as 
the children learnt how wide and 
long, how high and deep God’s love 
for us all is. Blindfold bread making 
was a particularly fun, and VERY 
messy activity!

New children and families worker
We are very pleased to announce the appointment of Marcus Brookfield 
as our new Children and Families Worker. Marcus has been working 
in a very similar role with churches in Leek, Staffordshire. Marcus’ 
appointment is a very important step of faith for our parish church as 
we seek to help younger generations understand the relevance and 
love of Christ. We have a great desire to create a much more focused 
and vibrant church community for children 
in the parish and their families. I am hugely 
appreciative of all those many church 
members who have responded to our 
appeal to fund this post for at least the next 
three years and we are very much looking 
forward to Marcus joining us.

Rev. Sarah Hayes
Marcus Brookfield.  

Photo: St. Mary’s Church.

Megamaking machine and skilled 
operators. Photo: St. Mary’s Church.
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CHARITY
The other Horsell
A little help makes a big difference for the 
“Horsell faharoa” (the second Horsell). Like 
most poor African countries, Madagascar 
faces major issues: cyclones, floods, droughts, 
ineffective politicians and deforestation. 
Horsell residents have been involved for 13 
years in supporting two Madagascan schools. 
To date, their contributions have provided 
facilities and supplies for 1022 children.
Donations have included:

  Collection tins at Horsell Pharmacy bring in 
an average of £200 per year
  Horsell Junior school donated £2800 in 2006
  London 10km run raised £1360 in 2008
  1 tonne of supplies in 2008 and 2012
  Ian Underwood raised £700 in 2012
  Christmas collection £70 in 2014 
  Horsell runners donated £132.31 in July 2015
  Horsell Scouts & Guides donated £500 in 
July 2015
  The Crown – Quiz for Madagascar – raised 
£212.50 in July 2015

In Madagascar, when they build a new class 
room, at least 10% of the cost is contributed 
by the parents, through providing labour and 
materials such as sand and gravel. To give 
an idea of where the money goes: enough 

bricks to build a whole classroom costs £225. 
Many country schools have no water supply, 
so the provision of guttering and water butts is 
of great importance. It gives them free water 
during the rainy season, at least half a year. 
Two metres of down pipe and fittings costs 
£15, guttering for a whole school £170 and 
one water butt with a down pipe £40.
The stand built in the new playground 
at Mangarivotra has transformed into a 
classroom during the hot season. Your 
donations have helped them create a learning 
environment for 50 children.
Misaotra betsaka, thank you very much!
Paul Andrianantenaina 

Project Wenceslas
Following our success last year in raising 
£3,635 to help those in fuel poverty, Woking 
Lions Club has decided to continue our Good 
King Wenceslas project this Winter. We are 
continuing to work closely on this with our 
local Citizens Advice Office in Woking who will 
receive and distribute the money raised. 
Our request is to those of you who receive the 
winter fuel allowance and can manage without 
it, to pay some or all of it into a special account 
set up by the Citizens Advice Office in Woking. 
The Citizens Advice Office will then use 
this income to pay the fuel debt for all local 

people who are 
in fuel poverty 
i.e. struggling or 
unable to meet the cost of heating and lighting 
their homes. 
The fund will be controlled by the Citizens 
Advice Office, and Woking Lions will not be 
aware on whose behalf the payments are 
received and made as a matter of privacy. We 
would be delighted if any readers would be 
prepared to donate part or all of their winter 
fuel allowance to this good cause. If you do 
my colleagues and I would like to thank you in 
advance for your donation.
Any cheques should be made payable to: 
Woking Lions – Citizens Advice Woking, and 
then taken or posted to the Citizens Advice 
Office, Provincial House, 26 Commercial Way, 
Woking, GU21 6EN.
Last year, together with our sister clubs in 
west Surrey, we raised a total of £42,852 
which helped many in fuel poverty throughout 
West Surrey. Our sincere thanks to all who 
have helped with this project.
John Cooper, President
Roger N Chamberlain, Fund Raising 
Chairman, Woking Lions Club.

Five-a-day
Woking & Sam Beare Hospices have 
launched their new campaign ‘ap-pealing’ for 
new volunteers to join their existing bunch of 
supporters, who give their time on a regular 
basis to support the local charity. Under the 
headline ‘One of your five-a-day’ Volunteers 
Services Manager Mary Morgan hopes to 
convey the fun and well-being people gain 
from volunteering and will in the coming 
months be out and about in her banana suit to 
spread the message.
“We have a fantastic group of volunteers 
helping us, but as we’re expanding our services 
to reach more people, we need to increase the 
support in our teams. This campaign is specif-
ically focussed on recruiting more fund-rais-
ing and retail volunteers  explains Mary, and 
adds “volunteering is fun, rewarding and 
purposeful, good for you, good for us and 
good for everyone!” 

The playground at Mangarivotra School. Photo: Paul Andrianantenaina.
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Helping others is scientifically proven to lead 
to enhanced well-being, and it also benefits 
the charity, which provides hospice care free 
of charge throughout Northwest Surrey. Every 
year they support around 5,500 local people 
and their families and look after patient in their 
own homes, in the hospice buildings, as well 
as through day care services and counselling. 
Volunteers play a major part in raising funds 
for the clinical services and the Hospices are 
therefore looking for people to support their 
fund-raising and shop teams.
If you would like join the Hospices’ volunteer 
team, then please contact the Volunteers 
Services team.
Tel: 01483 881750 
Email: volunteer@wsbhospices.co.uk

Drive into action
Each year Surrey’s voluntary car schemes 
help thousands of elderly and vulnerable 
people across the county to access hospital 
appointments, collect prescriptions and to 
enjoy social events.
Each one is run by local volunteers for the 
benefit of their communities, by providing lifts 
for those who may not have easy access to 
transport.
As the population ages, and as cuts impact 
on local transport services and result in the 
centralisation of health services, demand for 
the service provided by voluntary car schemes 
is increasing year on year but the number of 
volunteer drivers is falling in Woking. That’s 
why Surrey Community Action, which provides 
help to develop new schemes and on-going 
advice and support to existing schemes, and 
Surrey County Council have teamed up to 
boost the number of volunteer drivers in the 
borough.
Becoming a volunteer driver is easy and 
volunteers can give as much or as little time 
as they choose, as well as decide the days 
and times during which they are available. 
In return, volunteers are rewarded with the 
satisfaction of knowing that they are helping 
elderly neighbours to live independently for 

longer. Feedback 
such as “This is 
the first time I have 
been out for six 
months” and “What would we do without you? 
We are so grateful for all you do” makes a little 
bit of effort very worthwhile.
Doug from Mayford became a client of 
Neighbourly Help Around Mayford when health 
issues meant that he could no longer drive. 
Doug says: “My wife is in a nursing home and 
one of the volunteer drivers takes me to see 
her once a week. Without that support I really 
wouldn’t see her very often. My daughters 
don’t live nearby and it’s a comfort to them to 
know that I can still see their Mum.”
Wendy is a volunteer driver for Neighbourly 
Help Around Mayford and helps local people 
like Doug to get out and about. “I can’t 
stand not being busy” she says. “Once my 
grandchildren started to go to school, I needed 
something else to do. It’s great to know that I 
can help Doug to stay in contact with his wife 
or just pop someone to the doctor’s. Those 
small trips make such a big difference.”
For more information about how to become a 
volunteer driver, get in touch.
Vicki Turton, Surrey Community Action
Tel: 01483 447121
Email vickit@surreyca.org.uk

Trusted dental care since 1954

Sheena Lalani  
and Associates 

Member of the ‘Good Practice Scheme’ 
denoting highest standards as judged 

by the British Dental Association

Our services include:  
• Full range of family dental care  
• Cosmetic dentistry  
• Professional tooth whitening  
• Tooth coloured fillings  
• Veneers, crowns and bridges  
• Hygienists providing preventive care  
• Currently taking on new patients  
• Sympathetic care for the nervous/anxious  
• Practice Care Plans available 
• In-house emergency cover provided

Get one of your 
five-a-day! 
Photo: Woking 
& Sam Beare 
Hospices.
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HISTORY

Autumn term is now under way in the 
schools of Horsell – three maintained, two 
independent and numerous pre-schools and 
playgroups.  The schools have all been around 
for at least the last half-century, sometimes 
under different names, but records reveal at 
least seven which no longer exist, and are 
remembered, if at all, only by a house name 
or a road name.
The first record we have is in the archives of 
the British and Foreign Schools Society which 
show that pencils and other equipment were 
bought for a school in Horsell as early as 
1829, probably that run in conjunction with the 
Baptist Church which by 1854 had become 
Alwyne House, now Alwyne Court.  The man 
behind this chapel and school was Joseph 
Fletcher, a leading Baptist from Tottenham, 
who may have had a relative of the same 
name who was a doctor in Old Woking.  One 
of these would have also founded a beggars’ 
school at Potter’s Corner, near the Six Cross 
Roads in the 1840s, both schools having the 
aim of bringing religion and education to the 
squatters on the heath and also to the workers 
on the canal and railway.  James Furner and 
his wife were the teachers at the ‘British 
School’, but had moved away by 1861, as 

the school closed, possibly due to competi-
tion from the National, church-based, school 
founded in the village in 1851.
The early issues of the Surrey Advertiser bear 
advertisements for Miss Ann Nealds’s school, 
at Rose Villa, the present Crofter’s Cottage, 
next to the Wheatsheaf.  She had, with her 
sister Frances, run ladies’ schools at three 
addresses in Guildford from the 1840s and in 
1871 had downsized to Rose Villa, no longer 
taking boarders, but by 1881 being assisted 
by her three unmarried sisters and a niece.  
After the death of Ann and her niece in 1885 
the school closed.
Many people in Horsell remember St Mary’s  
Hill School, where Lych Way is now.  St Mary’s  
Hill started as a wedding present to her new  
husband, Arnold Saunders, from Mrs Ethel Isham  
Smith (a remote relation of Canon Norman 
Pares). He was a schoolmaster in Midhope 
Road and together they founded St Mary’s Hill 
School for boys, but in 1912 they had moved 
to Suffolk with 12 boys, where the school 
amalgamated with Aldborough Lodge, now 
Orwell Park School. The du Bochet sisters, 
meanwhile, having outgrown their school, 
Gwy House, in Chepstow, were looking for 
larger premises, and came to St Mary’s Hill 

in 1913 to re-found it as a girls’ school with 
a boys’ kindergarten. Gertrude was headmis-
tress, her sisters Alice and (from 1940) Jess 
working with her. It was filled to capacity in the  
du Bochets’ time, with 140 pupils, and boarders  
being accommodated in the former vicarage 
on the site of the present Pares Close: Miss 
du Bochet  ‘always vetted parents and pupils 
most carefully before accepting them’. On their 
retirement in 1949 Miss Iris Auer took over 
until 1967 when the school closed suddenly. 
On the corner of Ferndale Road and Chobham 
Road, in a house now called ‘The Old 
Schoolhouse’, and probably in the adjoining 
house on Chobham Road, the ‘Corner House’ 
was a boys’ school run by Charles Arthur 
Green in 1911 and later by Herbert J. Wright 
who named it The Corner House Preparatory 
School for Boys and finally by W.K. Benson, 
who ran it until 1922. At the other corner of 
Wheatsheaf Common was St Michael’s, now 
a County Council family centre, started by Mrs 
D Willis in 1928 as a mixed preparatory school: 
it moved to Brynford on the corner of Grange 
Road and Woodham Road by 1941 under Mr 
and Mrs Philips – the name St Michael’s being 
retained for its pre-prep department which 
was in Woodridings, Horsell Rise. Under Mr 
P.G. Tame’s headship the schools moved to 
Hoe Place in 1964 and in 1986 amalgamated 
with Allen House School, of Hook Heath, to 
form Hoe Bridge School.

Lost Schools Of Horsell
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In Kettlewell Hill and Horsell Rise were two 
large houses – Kettlewell and Cable House.  
The former had a short life as a school, 
being opened around 1967 by Mr and Mrs 
Buckingham and named Lindvale after their 
two daughters Linda and Valerie; it closed in 
the 1980s and the small estate of Lindvale was 
built in the grounds facing Horsell Rise, while 
the main house has become Kettlewell House 
Nursing Home. Cable House began life in 
1935 in St John’s Road, as a school for four to 
eight year olds, near the home of the parents of 
the founding head, Barbara Blandford, and had 
various addresses in that road before moving 
to the heart of Horsell Common in 1944. It 
stayed there until 1952 when the house at the 
foot of Horsell Rise, formerly a nursery school 
and YWCA hostel, became vacant. Miss 
Blandford was succeeded by Mrs J Elvidge 
in 1972 and the age range of the school 
extended from three-and-a-half to 11, her son  
R Elvidge followed his mother’s footsteps, 
but he closed the school in 2003 and the 
building has been demolished and replaced 
by apartments in a similar style.

This account could go on to describe Sunday 
schools, play groups, classes for music, 
dancing and sport, and nursery schools, but 
space here and indeed information on these 
is limited – although it is worth mentioning that 
Kilronan Nursery, in the house later occupied 
by Cable House School, featured in a series 
of propaganda photographs aimed at America 
during the Second World War and now on the 
Imperial War Museum website.
Rosemary & Richard Christophers
Woking History Society

Sources and acknowledgements. The photographs 
are reproduced with thanks from the collections of 
The Lightbox, where a display on lost schools of 
Woking opens in the autumn. Documents in The 
Lightbox also gave information on St Mary’s Hill 
School, and John Craig’s ‘Eastern Horsell’ gave 
the history of the British School in Brewery Road. 
The directories in the Surrey History Centre and 
the records on ancestry.co.uk  gave most of the 
information on the opening, closure and locations of 
the schools. The authors would welcome any other 
memories or information.

Areas Covered: Addlestone, Bisley, Byfleet, Chobham, Cobham,
Guildford, Horsell, Lightwater, New Haw, Ockham, Pyrford, Ripley, Send,
West Byfleet, West End, Weybridge, Windlesham, Woking and Woodham

All versions of Microsoft Windows and Apple
operating systems installed and repaired. 
Mobile phone and tablet recommendations

and set-up. Virus removal, home networking,
internet security and PC or laptop upgrades.

PC’s built to your requirements.
Competitive Rates (No Fix - No Fee)

Finding the solutions to all your
computer and mobile device problems

07836 711866
01932 348096
01483 661555
01276 539236

Web Site: www.bigphilcomputers.co.uk
Email: phil@bigphilcomputers.co.uk

Mobile:
Landlines: 

St. Mary’s Hill School c1920s. Photo: The Lightbox.

Cable House at the time of its closure, 2003.  
Photo: Rosemary & Richard Christophers.

St. Michael’s School c1920s.  
Photo: The Lightbox.

Lindvale road sign, 2015.  
Photo: Rosemary & Richard Christophers.
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