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See www.horsellresidents.com for full details of 
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A word from the Editor
Greetings...

Yes, it’s that time of year again. And that 
means Horsell ends a fun-packed year in 
style with loads of Christmas events for all 
to enjoy. You’ll find a pull-out guide in the 
centre of this magazine showing what’s 
planned for Saturday 7th December – 
the day of Horsell’s Christmas Market, St 
Mary’s Christmas Tree Festival and the PTA 
Christmas Fair.
I make no apology for what might seem like  
repetition in this magazine as I think these 
regular events are part and parcel of what 
makes Horsell so great. The only real diff- 
erence is each year gets bigger and better.
So, once again I need to thank loads of 
people who give their time and energy 
to make all of these things happen for us. 
Thank you, all of you. 
However, there is also repetition that isn’t so 
great: we still haven’t found anyone to take 
on the co-ordination of the advertising for 

this magazine (or maybe you’d like to do this 
editor role and I’ll do the adverts, I’m happy 
for a swap). We also need more people to 
help with setting up and putting away from 
the Market (especially the putting away). 
Details are on page 3 of this magazine. You 
don’t need to sign your life away; you just 
need to be able to offer a little bit of time. 
Please get in touch, you will help to make 
Horsell a happy place to live.
Thanks

Lucy
Apology. There was an error in the last The 
Resident whereby the the RHS Banksien 
medal should have been credited to the 
correct winner Jon Mullin. Very sincere 
apologies to those involved. 
A note for your diary: Next year’s Horsell 
Village Show is to be held on Saturday 25th 
July. Hopefully this advance notice gives you 
time to do some handicraft or art to while 
away the winter months.  
Marion Piper – Secretary, Horsell Village Show.Horsell rainbow. Photo: Jayne Evans.

Jon Mullin, winner of the RHS 
Banksien medal at the Village Show, 

with Cllr Beryl Hunwicks.
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Volunteers needed
The Resident magazine

WHEN: Only four times a year

WHERE: The comfort of your own home

COST: Your time

If you are up for taking on something new, we are still in need of 
someone to co-ordinate the advertising for this magazine (only four 
times a year). If you think you might have the time and skills, do let us 
know at theresidentads@gmail.com. Training and support will be given! 
Thank you in advance.

Christmas Trees
WHEN: From 1.30pm Saturday 30th November

WHERE: Horsell Scout HQ

WHEN: Sunday 1st December

WHERE: Horsell High Street

COST: Your time

Horsell is due to be sparkling 
again this Christmas, thanks 
to the generous support of 
Frazers Surveyors. They are 
sponsoring the Christmas 
trees that will light up the 
village over the Christmas 
period. If you are able to help 
with the tree collection or 
decoration on Saturday 30th 
November please contact 
xmas@horsellresidents.com. 
We also need volunteers to 
carry trees to the High Street 
on Sunday 1st December, 
ready to install them above 
the shops. Help is also needed 
to hold ladders (or climb them 
if you are feeling particularly 
brave!) Once again, please 
email xmas@horsellresidents.
com to find out more.

Litterpickers
WHEN: 10am every third Saturday of the month

WHERE: Meet at Queen Elizabeth Gardens

COST: Your time

Another way to make 
a positive mark on the 
village is to join the 
merry band of litter 
pickers who meet 
monthly to make sure 
our village is clear of 
litter. Once again, all 
equipment is provided. 
It’s a great way to get a 
bit of fresh air and make 
a noticeable difference. 
Pictured are some of the regulars, including Kate Wilson (Neighbourhood 
Officer for Horsell at Woking Borough Council) who arranged for the 
supply of 20 new pickers, some bag rings and 50 ‘Horsell volunteer’ 
hi-vis gilets which will also be used for those helping at all HRA Second 
Thursday Club (STC) village events. 

Woodlanders
WHEN: 9.30am every second Saturday of the month

WHERE: Various village locations

COST: Your time

The Woodlanders have 
continued with their work 
around the village including 
St Mary’s churchyard, Pares 
Woodland Garden and 
village footpaths. Everyone is 
welcome to join in. You don’t 
need any great horticultural 
skills and all equipment is 
provided (although decent 
shoes or wellies and a pair of gloves are recommended). In return for 
your time you will make a difference to the village and you might also 
make some new friends!

Christmas Market
WHEN: Saturday 7th December    WHERE: Horsell High Street    COST: Your time

If you can help in any way with this event it will be much appreciated. Contact xmas@
horsellresidents.com if you can offer even a couple of hours. Jobs include:
•  From 8am: collecting and erecting gazebos. Collecting and putting out tables and chairs.
•  From 9am: decorating gazebos with fairy lights and tinsel.
•  From 2pm: directing people and traffic during the Market itself or being on-call as a 

first-aider.
•  From 6pm: dismantling gazebos, taking them, tables and chairs to the Scout Hut and hanging 

to dry (this is the bit we really need help with!)
•  10am Sunday 8th December: folding gazebos and putting everything away.
It’s great fun and you are guaranteed a laugh as well as a warm fuzzy feeling for having helped 
to make a much-loved village event enjoyable for all. Please do get in touch if you are able to 
help with any of this.
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Horsell garage and sale trail

Full-time / part-time Nursery
sessions available

2 small classes in each year
group - Reception to Year 6

Before and after School
Care available.

Preparing for a happy,
healthy & successful life

Please contact our Registrar to arrange your visit
registrar@halstead-school.org.uk  |  01483 772682

Halstead Educational Trust Ltd: Charity No 270525, Registered in England 1224089

Halstead Preparatory School
Woodham Rise, Woking,
Surrey GU21 4EE

www.halstead-school.org.uk

PREPARATORY SCHOOL FOR
GIRLS AGED 2 – 11 YEARSbeginning

a bright

‘E
XCELLENT’

IN
 EVERY A

SPECT

(IS
I I

nspectio
n)

minibusserviceavailable

HAL_HOR_RES_190wx66h.qxp_Layout 1  02/02/2018  20:01  Page 1

A.K.A ‘How to recycle 
and raise money for 
charity while having fun’
This year HRA’s Second Thursday Club (STC) 
and Horsell Guides pooled their efforts to 
have a joint Garage and Tabletop Sale. It was 
a terrific atmosphere, with lots of friendly 
chat and interesting items for sale. What a 
wonderful way to recycle especially children’s 
toys and clothes which still have so much 
wear and use left in them. The people I visited 
had spent so much time and effort getting 
everything displayed. I took a whole meal of 
Tandoori chicken to our family and they loved 
it. Then I bought a lovely bowl for my cactus 
and so on… Below are comments from some 
of the “sellers” but altogether there were 25 
garage sales and 20 tabletop sales. I hope they 
all had a good day.
Brenda Francis: From sales and cash donations 
in Manor Rd we raised £112.50 for Kidney 
Research UK. A car full of unsold books has 
gone to the Woking and Sam Beare Hospices 
(WSBH) warehouse and should raise some 
more money. We found it a very enjoyable day. 
That was partly due to good weather, plenty 
of food and drink, and, when it was quiet with 
customers, there were plenty of us to turn it 
into a street party. In Manor Rd several friends 
had clubbed together so it was very sociable. 
Sophia had made wonderful Tandoori chicken 
pakoras, chana chaat, salad and naans. All freshly  
made that morning. She wouldn’t say how early 

she had got up! As well as things for sale, there 
was a cosy café area with cakes and books to 
read. Why not have this every Saturday!

Stephanie Burke: It was a great day and the 
children enjoyed it too. The day was a success 
and we raised £100 and will be giving some 
of the proceeds to WSBH. We did say the 
children could have a bit for selling their toys. I 
thought it was well organised and great that so 
many people came to visit.

Tracey Adkins: It was a great day here in 
Russell Road. There weren’t many visitors but 
all were met with a chat and a giggle. I was 
brought up in Horsell, moved away and then 
came back to live here about 10 years ago. I 
am so pleased that not much has changed as 
far as the village and its efforts in bringing the 
community together is concerned. From litter 
picks to walks, to helping those elderly around 
us with emergency snow clearance… Being a 
community is important. Most important is to 
bring a smile to someone’s face and Saturday 
did that for many.

Vikki Kitcat: I made £83.00 for Samber Riding 
for the Disabled (RDA). It was very enjoyable. It 
was a little slow to start but with a flurry at the 
end. I have still got enough jewellery left for 
our Samber RDA stall at the Christmas Market.

Cat Sprowl: I made £41.20 and will be donating 
this to MacMillan Cancer support as it’s their 
fundraising weekend.

Bev Tighe: My neighbours and I joined 
together. My dog, Dougal, greeted everyone 
with his waggy tail and my neighbours sold 
homemade gingerbread men and toys and 
games. I enjoyed meeting and chatting to the 
people who came to have a look.

Rhiannon Soper: All the leaders and volunteers 
in Horsell Girlguiding want to thank everyone 
who supported us in making the Tabletop Sale 
a success. We have raised money from selling 
cakes throughout the village for MacMillan 
and also much needed funds from our second 
hand uniform and badges stall and craft table.

Caroline Hughes
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Woking & Sam Beare Hospice and Wellbeing Care
Many Horsell garage and tabletop sellers 
donated their proceeds to Woking & Sam 
Beare Hospice (WSBH) and Wellbeing Care 
(thank you!). WSBH is a people-led charity 
and at the heart of everything we do are 
the thousands of Surrey families we care for 
year-on-year.
Hospice care is far more than many expect. 
We are a vital part of the community and our 
services provide holistic care and wellbeing 
support for the whole family. Alongside the 
specialist healthcare we provide to our patients 
with life-limiting illnesses, we support them and 
their families with counsellors, social workers, 
occupational therapists, physiotherapists and 
complementary therapists. 
Last year we cared for Regine who was only 
47 years old when she died. Her husband 
Daniel explains the difference the hospice 
made to him and his family. “Losing the love 
of your life after 25 years is the hardest thing 

I have ever been through, but the sense of 
community the hospice provides has made 
everything that bit easier for us. Not only did 
they provide counselling for my wife but also 
for the children and I, which we know we can 
access for as long as we need and that the 
door of the hospice is always open to us. I 
would say to anyone to be open-minded about 
the hospice. They are there to help and they 
will go above and beyond to ensure the whole 
family is cared for.”
Our care isn’t just provided in the hospice 
building in Woking, over 70% is delivered in 
the community in patients’ own homes by our 
clinical nurse specialists offering our patients 

the choice of where they want to be.
The services we provide are free of charge and 
to be able to do this we are reliant on our local 
community. Your generous support means we 
can continue to provide the care our patients 
and their families need at the most difficult 
time in their lives. 
By visiting our Garden Café at the Hospice, 
buying from or donating to our retail shops, 
holding a coffee morning or a quiz night, 
walking, running, swimming or playing our 
weekly lottery you are a vital part of our 
hospice care. Of course, community events 
such as Horsell’s garage sale trail also help. 
Thank you.

£10 a month pays for an in-patient meal or refreshments in the Wellbeing Centre.

£45 pays for an hour of counselling or bereavement support

£56 pays for an hour of care in the community 

£577 pays for 24 hours of an in-patient’s care

SUPPORTING OUR LOCAL COMMUNITY FOR OVER 50 YEARS

YOUR LOCAL 
DOMESTIC 
APPLIANCE 

SUPERSTORE
SALES • ADVICE • REPAIRS

Call 01483 475000

High Street, Knaphill
Also in Bookham and Ashtead

NOW OPEN: TATTENHAM CORNER, EPSOM
Buy online at
rsmdomesticappliances.com

COMPETITIVE
PRICES

WITH

GREAT 
OFFERS 

IN-STORE

         
Yoga by Shen   

Weekly classes for everyone – mixed ability 

Mondays - 7.30pm & Wednesdays 10am 
 Horsell Parish Hall, High Street, Horsell, Woking GU21 4SS  
Wednesdays – 8pm 
Churchill Suite, Winston Churchill School, St Johns GU21 8TL 
Thursdays - 6.30pm  
Maybury Centre, Boardschool Road, Woking GU21 5HD 
 

Private bookings taken for companies/private 
functions/complete beginners 
 Children’s Yoga for ages 7-11   

Phone/Text 07960 700 630 to book 
Email: yogabyshen@gmail.com 

 

If you have never tried yoga  - give it a go! 
The classes are in a friendly and fun environment for all ages and 

abilities.  Yoga can help you to lose weight and gain flexibility in the 
joints to enable you to live life to the full.  
Yoga is physiotherapy for the mind and body! 

Please bring a yoga mat and a smile ���� mats also for hire 
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Some WSBH staff. Photo: Woking & Sam Beare Hospices.

Daniel and family.  
Photo: Woking & Sam Beare Hospices.
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Horsell song and dance
Barn Dance
Once again, 47 people met to ‘trip the light 
fantastic’ for a very enjoyable evening. Great 
fun, lots of laughter, remembering to count 
in 8s, and collapsing after such activity. The 
home-made cakes were very welcome at the 
interval. We are looking forward to the next 
one – late February 2020 (more details when 
confirmed). 
Mike Couper

Horsell Community 
Choir on Box Hill
Horsell Community Choir were not on an 
outing or picnic with their choir leader, Anna 
Tabbush. They were actually performing at 
the top of Box Hill on a rather breezy, wet and 
chilly autumnal evening. Nor were they alone! 
They joined forces with Guildford Vox, a Syrian 
small orchestra, poets and eventually a group 
of women each holding an environmentally-
friendly illuminated red balloon with which 
they had walked up the steep escarpment to 
meet the choirs. Here, they all joined in singing 
‘Moon River’. 
Oh! I forgot, there were also hundreds of 

walkers trying to get past the singers and 
the audience, with their headlamps shining, 
very weary and almost at Reigate, their final 
destination after setting off from Farnham in 
the morning on a 50k walk. Did they really 
want to contend with this obstacle of people 
singing however beautifully, or maybe it raised 
their spirits!
It certainly lifted my spirits to hear the 
harmonies of harvest songs and a rhythmic 
Syrian song as well as the dreamily wistful 
‘Moon River’ drifting across the dark hillside in 
the rain.
But why did all these musicians come 
together? This was part of a countywide 
programme linking the beauty of the natural 

world with music and the performing arts: 
‘Harvest 2019 - One Moon’ - a harvest festival 
event organised by Surrey Hills Arts featuring 
a spectacular light installation designed by 
Mary Branson www.surreyhills.org/events/
harvest-2019-one-moon. 
The importance of experiencing the natural 
world was reinforced by a quotation from Sir 
David Attenborough: “No one will protect 
what they don’t care about and no one will 
care about what they have never experienced.”
And why the moon? This year celebrates the 
50th anniversary of the lunar landing. The 
red lanterns represented the glowing moon 
as it connects all the countries of this planet, 
circling the earth in its daily orbit.
Caroline Hughes

~ Developing potential for life ~

Church Hill House, Horsell, Woking, 
Surrey GU21 4QW
Telephone: 01483 760943
www.st-andrews.woking.sch.uk
Reg. Charity No. 297580 ~ Established to promote 
and provide for the advancement of education

INDEPENDENT DAY SCHOOL FOR GIRLS & BOYS AGED 3-13

Because your child deserves to be

inspired
A stimulating environment that supports 
high academic achievement.

‘Excellent’ in all areas - ISI Inspection 2016
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Computer Repairs,
Upgrades & Advice

Need Help? Call Mike
Tel: 07505 100386

Office: 01483 830200
Over 37 years computing experience

�  Computer Crashing/Virus?
�  Problem with iPad or Tablet
�  Computer Running Slow?
�  Broadband, Internet, LAN or Network Problems?
�  Supporting Home and Office
�  Help with most things Technical
�  No Fix No Fee

Apple, Windows, Linux, Raspberry Pi,

Networking, Wireless LAN, Internet, Software

£10 Discount for new customers with this advert
www.thecomputervan.co.uk
Email: mike.sheldon@thecomputervan.co.uk

Your Local Chartered Surveyors

RICS HomeBuyer Reports 

Building Surveys 

Valuations  

All Types Of Buildings 

Over 30 Years Experience 

Call Or Visit Us Today For A  
Competitive Quote 

Frazers Surveyors Ltd 
Thornash House, 37 High St, Horsell, GU21 4UR 

T: 01483 730909  E: surveying@frazers.co.uk 
www.frazers.co.uk  

Horsell Community  
Choir Christmas Concert
WHEN: Saturday 14th 
December 7.30 to 9.30pm 
WHERE: St Mary’s Church
COST: Tickets £8, under 14s free
Come and enjoy Horsell Community Choir’s 
Christmas Concert! We will be singing a 
varied selection of seasonal and Christmas 
songs in beautiful harmonies arranged by 
choir leader Anna Tabbush. In addition, we 
are pleased to welcome members of Woking 
Amateur Operatic Society who will entertain 
you with songs from their shows. Profits will 
be donated to Heart Beat Support Woking, 
in fond memory of choir member Maurice 
Hatcher who died in March this year. 
For more information contact Geoff Hughes: 
geoff.hughes@horsellsings.org.uk

Photo: Paolo Giardina.

The red moons.
Horsell Community Choir rehearsing 
with Anna Tabbush at Box Hill.
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Horsell Christmas Market 2019
The Horsell Christmas Market, one of the most popular events 
organised by HRA’s Second Thursday Club (STC), will be bigger and 
better than ever this year. There are over 30 stalls, loads of activities 
in the Horsell Evangelical Church and two large dedicated perfor-
mance areas.
The stalls include a mixture of the old favourites selling gifts, cards, 
jewellery, festive food and art pieces as well as some exciting new 

offerings selling festive food, art, crafts, body lotions, and gifts. This 
year, as well as the traditional mulled wine, there will be a prosecco 
van to add some festive spirit to the occasion.
Come and enjoy the children’s activities and live performances, plus 
keep an eye out for Father and Mrs Christmas working through the 
village with their sacks and “Ho ho hos”.

Here are some of the stallholders you can visit

• Strawberry Quilting – bags, cushions, laundry bags, and quilts

• Good Living Brewing Co – botanical ale – low calorie, vegan and gluten free

• Samba Riding For The Disabled – Christmas Gifts and 
goodies and Guess the Name of the Pony

• Petite Pops – Cake Pops and chocolate covered Oreos

• ON!juniper – organic and natural bath bombs and lip balms for kids

• Bombina Glass – fused glass gifts and jewellery

• Blue Daisy Arts – silk wrapped glassware, bags, cushions etc

• Karen’s cakes – sweets, cakes and Christmas treats

• Fused Glass by Kris – fused glass products

• VZ Collection – women’s fashion and jewellery

• Homemade by Ali – homemade jams, jellies, pickles and chutneys

• Hannah Bruce Art – art work and handmade jewellery

• Hot Glass – fused glass 

• Splatterkins – hand-painted earthenware, stuff your own teddy kits

• Woking Community Hospital – Christmas cards

• Lois Redman – homemade crafts

• Salvation Cakes – Cakes & Bakes

• Tony Wellbelove – wood turned gifts

• The Cozy Woodshed – framed painted wood and bark

• Oliver Jones Jewellery – traditional silversmith producing 
modern pieces produced in Chobham

• Badger Bakery – Artisan bread

• NEW Mike Tozer – wood turned products

• NEW Bubbles e Birra – Prosecco van

• NEW Tenda Cakes – Festive cakes and edibles and cards

• NEW Nagihan Seymour - handmade ceramics, enamels and  
Christmas decorations

• NEW Ali B designs – wooden keepsakes and greeting cards

• NEW Betty’s body butter – natural body butter/body lotions

• NEW Shore Things – ornaments and decorations made from driftwood

• NEW Rosie Randocchieta – hand crafted gifts

• NEW Personalised by Meg – personalised Christmas gifts and cards

• NEW Jan’s Fripperies – handmade jewellery and other Christmas gifts

• NEW Rosabelle’s Grotto – handmade Christmas Stockings 

• NEW Woking Embroiderer’s Guild – handmade gifts and cards 98

Please note, all details are correct as we 
go to print but are subject to change. 
A huge thank you to all traders,  
stallholders, performers and volunteers 
that make our Christmas Market happen.
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Loads of activities to 
entertain the children

• Face painting at Seymours
• Children’s activities at Studio 101
• Hunt the animal at Pets Corner
• I-Spy activity sheets available from HRA/STC stall
• Father & Mrs Christmas walking through the village

Of course our local traders are  
joining in the fun!

• Apples & Pears: Stall
• Heater’s Bakery: Mince 

pies and mulled wine
• Prince & Sons: Hot dogs & 

beefburgers 12:00-4:30
• Studio 101: Charity 

stall for breast cancer, 
children’s activities, guess 
the reindeer name

• Pets Corner: Hunt the animal
• Red Lion: Chutney 

and mulled wine

• Salvation Army Shop: Stall
• The Crown: Hot soup 

from 2pm; Hot dogs from 
5pm; Jazz from 7pm

• Cricketers (outside 
Startrite Autos): Mince 
pies and mulled wine

• Patches café: Ceramic painting
• Norsworthys: Discounts 

and vouchers
• Café Primo: Food
• RSPCA: Stall

Fabulous local performers 
With a mix of traditional carols, fun favourites and energetic 
new performances across two stages (on the High Street and 
the Horsell Evangelical Church car park) come and enjoy some 
of the best musical talent from Horsell and around. Details of 
times and performances are overleaf.

9
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THE PERFORMERS
(please note, details accurate at time of print) thanks to Bob Holmes from Woking News and Mail for these photos

High Street
2.00pm Natural voices – A fun and funky local ladies’ choir singing Christmas hits and popular songs
2.30pm Salvation Army Band – Playing a selection of Christmas music and carols
3.15pm Briain Lee and No Direction – 3 saxophones and bass ukulele playing traditional, blues, Glenn Miller and Carols
4.00pm Bisley Almac Brass Band – Playing a selection of Christmas carols
4.45pm Horsell Community Choir and No Direction – Join in community singing of well-known and favourite carols.  
(Words provided)

Evangelical Church Car Park
2.15pm Surrey Ukeaholics– 5 ukuleles playing popular songs to set your feet tapping
3.00pm Bad Weather Friends – A 6-piece band playing great rock covers with some added funk, blues and soul.
3.45pm Jill & Malcolm Banks – Guitar and flute, playing folk songs and tunes from all over the world
5.00pm Bisley Almac Brass band – Playing a selectin of Christmas carols

St Mary’s Christmas Tree Festival
Use your imagination in any way you like to provide a Christmas 
Tree at St Mary’s Church on Friday 6th and Saturday 7th December. 
Entry forms, with all the details of setting up, opening times etc are 

available from your child’s school or 
mscouper@btinternet.com. We are 
looking forward to some wonderful 
creations.
And then come and see the wonder 
that is the Christmas Tree Festival. 
Open from 10am to 5pm. We will 
repeat our popular Light Trail to bring 
you through the churchyard from 
Wilson Way (beautiful and safer). 
Take part in the giant Christmas 
raffle, thanks to the generosity of the 
village shops and congregation. There 
will also be our famous home-made 
refreshments, including mulled wine 
and musical entertainment from local 
choirs and music groups. We are 
delighted these include the handbell 
group and school choir.

Horsell Schools’ 
PTA Christmas Fair
Don’t forget to visit the festive fun 
at Horsell Village School. The joint 
schools’ PTA always organises a 
great event with family-friendly 
activities and stalls.

The 2020 Horsell Charity Calendar
The Horsell 2020 Charity 
Calendar will be on sale from 
the HRA STC stall in the 
Evangelical Church. This year 
it supports LInkAble; Woking 
and Weybridge branch of 
Parkinson’s UK; Samber, Riding 
for the disabled; Strokeability; 
The York Road Project, and Your 
Sanctuary. Each calendar is £7 

and contains beautiful photos of the village and surroundings, taken by 
villagers.
A very big thank you to everyone who has helped with it or purchased a 
calendar already. If you can’t get to the Market to get one they are also 
for sale in the village.

Horsell Bakes
Having attended loads of HRA/STC 
events such as the Woodlanders where 
many delicious cakes and biscuits are 
offered to us, we were keen to find out 
about the recipes so we could have a 
go at baking them ourselves. From this 
grew the idea of a Horsell Cake and 
Bake Book – Horsell Bakes. Recipes 
have been sent in from Horsell residents 
and are all really tasty. We are delighted 
that the book will be printed in time to 
buy your copy at the Christmas Market 
and from other outlets in Horsell. The book supports the Woking Lions’ 
Christmas hampers.
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The winner of the popular Horsell Prepared 
Treasure Hunt after the Village Show was Janine  
Carew whose sticker was closest to the ‘treasure’ 
‘located’ on Horsell Common by the junction 
between Littlewick Road and Viggory Lane. 
Horsell Prepared Committee members presented 
her with the hamper soon after the show.
Clocks have changed, the evenings are drawing 
in and it is getting colder outside… winter is 
here. At this time of year many of us revert to 
additional means to keep warm, and to instil a 
cosy atmosphere in the home.  Sometimes these 
can bring added risks to safety in and around the 
home. So, what are some of the things we can do 
to prevent our home becoming a statistic?

Open Fires and Wood Burners
•  Keep the flue/chimney well maintained and 

clean
•  Open fire – use a fire guard to protect from hot 

embers and flying sparks 
•  Make sure embers are under control and 

properly put out before leaving the house or 
going to bed

Electric Blankets
•  Never use hot water bottles in bed with an 

electric blanket, even if the electric blanket is 
turned off

•  Unplug blankets before you get into bed, 
unless they have a thermostat control for safe 
all-night use. 

•  Store the blanket flat, rolled up or loosely 
folded up to avoid damaging it and the wiring 

Portable Electric Heaters
•  Keep heaters away from curtains, and furniture 

and any flammable materials
•  Never use them to dry clothes
•  Unplug them before going to bed

Candles
•  Always keep burning candles within sight 

and extinguish them when leaving a room or 
before going to sleep. 

•  Always use a candle-holder specifically 
designed for candle use, and make sure it is 
placed on a stable, heat-resistant surface. 

•  In the event of a power cut, a torch or battery 
powered light is safer than candles.

Check regularly that your smoke alarm is 
functioning – make a note in your diary or set 
a monthly alarm on your phone so you don’t 
forget.
Finally, Horsell Prepared has devised a 
“Household Emergency Plan” leaflet. It comprises 
information as to what to do in an emergency, 
as well as useful contact numbers, and space 
for you to put any key information pertinent to 
you.  If you would like a copy, contact us at www.
horsellprepared.interests.me and we can email a 
copy to you.
Siriol Powell-Jones

Horsell Prepared

 

Alan Greenwood & Sons 
 

Independent Family Funeral Directors 
 

5, The Parade 
Frimley,  

Camberley 
GU16 7HY 

01276 684 650 
 

1 Anchor Hill,  
Knaphill,  
Woking  

GU21 2HL 
01483 487889 

 

2 Aldershot Road 
Woodbridge Hill 

Guildford 
GU2 8AF 

01483 567845 
 

14 Guildford Road 
Bagshot 

GU19 5JH 
01276 473 707 

 
 

Mimbridge Garden Estate 
Station Road 

Chobham 
GU24 8AR 

01276 858363  
 

66 Send Road 
Send,  

Woking 
GU23 7EU 

01483 210 222  
 

Visit Our Website for Full Details of Our Services and to View All Our Local Obituaries 
www.alangreenwoodfunerals.com 

 

Caring and Compassionate Service 24 hours 365 days  
Latest Jaguar or Mercedes Funeral Vehicles  

Golden Charter Pre-paid Funeral Plans  
Home Visit Arrangements  

Everything you would expect from a Funeral Director  
We will not be beaten on price 

AURORA TAX SERVICES LTD 

Probate Administration 
Services 

 

Accountancy and Taxation Services  
Accuracy     Integrity     Personal Service 

 

We can help with anything from applying for a Grant of Probate and dealing 
with the Inheritance tax through to dealing with all aspects of the estate. Fees 
agreed in advance. 
 

Authorised by the Association of Chartered Certified Accountants to carry out 
the reserved legal activity of non-contentious probate in England and Wales. 
 
Penny Cook is a Chartered Tax Adviser with thirty years’ experience in the             
profession and for a short time with HM Revenue and Customs. She was             
previously the Partner heading Private Client Services with Menzies LLP.  
 

Other services include:  
Income Tax and Capital Gains Tax Planning  

Inheritance Tax Planning  
Tax Return Preparation  

Full Accounting Service including Payroll and VAT Returns  
Accountancy and Tax Services for Trusts and Estates  

Advice for Non Domiciled Individuals and Offshore Trusts  
Tax Consultancy for Professional Practices  

 
The Studio, 2 Lynwood Close M:    07814 68 7594  
Woodham, Woking T:     01932 352 310  
GU21 5TJ E:     penny@aurorataxservices.co.uk 
 

www.aurorataxservices.co.uk  
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Closing the lid on Pandora’s Box
The deed is done. All traces of Buxus sempervirens (box) have been 
removed. The box tree caterpillars had bided their time waiting until we 
were just about to go on holiday before mercilessly attacking every leaf 
in sight quicker than you can say Jack Robinson.
In early spring the few caterpillars that had made it into my largest box 
shrub were kept in check by the half a dozen or so blue-tit fledglings 
which would dive bomb in and barrel-roll around inside, swooping up 
every morsel of caterpillar in sight and then hot-foot it back to the 
tree. To the uninitiated eye it would appear I was growing a chirping, 
pulsating bush. Now it was late summer. The blue-tits had grown and 
no doubt developed a penchant for something else. I started picking 
the caterpillars off by hand, all the while pleading with the blackbirds 
to come and try this new delicacy. They weren’t interested either. No 
wonder really, given the caterpillars are toxic to some birds. I resigned 
myself to the fact there was no point in trying to save the plants as they 
would not be in any fit state when we got back from holiday. I was right. 

I was left with each leaf as a skeletal outline devoid of all the green in 
the middle on all twelve shrubs.
We are not alone. Since then I have seen many a desiccated hedge or 
shrub on my travels in the village. The best thing is to remove the plants 
as you will be on a slippery slope to keep them looking perfect. Spraying 
with a pesticide, organic or not, has to be done every few weeks from 
late March to the end of October as they can have up to three lifecycles 
a year and should be thoroughly soaked as it is difficult to penetrate 
through the caterpillars’ webbing. 
So, what alternatives are there if you have fallen foul of the box 
tree caterpillar? For a nice green mound, you could try Pittosporum 
tenuifolium ‘Silver Ball’, P. t. ‘Golf Ball’ or slightly more upright Euonymus 
japonica ‘Green Spire’. All come in under 1 metre tall. All could be grown 
as a small hedge or specimen plant. For the added bonus of flowers 
try Rhododendron ‘Bloombux’ which can be clipped and is tolerant 
of neutral soil pH. Ilex crenata also flowers and is hailed as the ‘box 
alternative’, but I do find this a little bit fickle. For a larger gap to fill try 
Myrtus communis subsp. tarentina with flowers in July and August or 
Lophomyrtus x ralphii ‘Kathryn’, also a summer bloomer, with dark foliage 
with a puckered effect.
There really are many alternatives to try. Whatever you decide to 
replant with, don’t make it box. Its death knell is ringing and if the box 
tree caterpillars don’t finish it off then the box blight surely will. Just in 
case I had any doubt in my mind about planting it in the garden again, 
the regular sightings of the box tree moth flying around, haunting me, 
are enough to make me think again.
Pam Barden

Horsell Gardens

The one and only  
authentic Italian  

take-away in  

  
making fresh, tasty  

exquisite Italian food

Horsell

Home delivery*

Find us on  
Horsell High Street
Open 12 to 23.00 
12 to 22.00 Sunday

order online at www.squisitos.co.uk

* charge applies.

Pittosporum tenuifolium ‘Golf Ball’.  
Photo: Pam Barden.

Cydalima perspectalis box tree moth.  
Photo: Pam Barden.

Buxus sempervirens with leaf skeletons 
after attack. Photo: Pam Barden.
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Free booklet about local country walks
Did you know that local councils across Surrey, Hampshire & Berkshire 
have created over 60 dog-friendly, family-friendly country walks? There’s 
only one place that lists them all and that’s ‘Greenspace on your doorstep’ 
– available online and as a FREE booklet published by the Thames Basin 
Heaths Partnership. At least half of the walks are in Surrey, or very close 
to the border, and quite a few are in striking distance of Horsell. If you 
haven’t discovered them yet, they’re well worth a look. If you’re looking 
for a shady oasis, Woodham Common could be just the thing; or if a cuppa 
and a sociable walk is more your style, head to Heather Farm; Brookwood 
Country Park has a tranquil walk along the Basingstoke Canal; and Little 
Heath, a hidden gem near Chobham, has quite a few surprises.

The booklet first came out in March 2017, but a new edition has just 
rolled off the printing press. It’s a complete update, with a beautiful new 
design, great map, better descriptions and 18 new entries. Most entries 
have dedicated car parks – all with at least 2 hours free parking.

See the online version at www.tbhpartnership.org.uk/sites/ or pick 
up a copy from the Heather Farm Café or at any of the free activities 
listed at www.tbhpartnership.org.uk/events/.
Sarah Bunce, Thames Basin Heaths Partnership

Greenspaces

T H E  F A M I LY  YO U  
C A N  T U R N  T O...  

Seven generations of our family have 
been helping and advising local families 

in their time of need. 

For over 230 years we have been 
providing funerals, both modest and 

traditional, with care and compassion.

WOKING 

48-54 Goldsworth Road GU21 6LE 
01483 768942

YOUR LOCAL FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Some of the wonders to be found at Heather Farm.  
Photos: Michael Jones.
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Early help for the poor in Horsell

As the darker, and probably colder, days of 
winter approach, thoughts turn to how those 
least equipped to face reduced and hard 
circumstances fared in Horsell in the past. 
Views on the treatment of the poor have 
varied over the years, from laissez-faire to 
full and compulsory provision to assist them. 
What is certain is that they have always been 
a constant presence, nagging at people’s 
conscience. Attempts have been made to 
distinguish between the ‘deserving’ and 
‘undeserving’, but bad harvests, inclement 
weather, illness, accident, congenital maladies, 
or loss of job, could spell disaster for even 
the most stable families. Remedies have been 
sought through voluntary charity, appeals to 
generosity and enforcement of support, and, 
as early as 1597, there were acts of Parliament 
appointing overseers whose duty was to 
collect a rate from those who could pay to help 
the less fortunate to at least survive.
In Horsell the earliest efforts pre-date even 
this, when in about 1574 twenty-seven 
parishioners, plus the vicar, contributed £1.13s 
11d (£1.70) a year to relieve all the identified 
poor, of whom three were particularly named, 
but others “which if God should visit… with 
any kind of sickness must partly also be 
relieved” and no-one should have to resort to 
homelessness and begging. We do not know 
how long this generosity lasted, for there are 
no more records until 1706, by which time 
the Act of Settlement was well in force. One 
of its provisions allowed parishes to send back 
people who would be “a burden on the parish” 
to their home parish, a long-lasting policy 
which between 1810 and 1852 resulted in 
Horsell despatching 18 families and receiving 
back twenty – which, while making a point, did 
not save much money.
Back to 1706, the first year of accounts and a 
fairly typical one for the earlier years, in which 
about 80 households were taxed at the rate 
of 6d (2.5p) for every pound of rateable value, 
yielding about £18 to provide for two widows 

and the boys of another each month. The rate 
was usually paid three times a year and the 
proportion could vary between 4d (1.5p) and 
1s (5p) in the pound. So by 1811 £600 a year 
was being raised and £534 paid out and up to 
20 families would be receiving relief in some 
way or another.

Usually the two overseers balanced the 
books each year before handing over to their 
successors, but, if not, it had to be paid out of 
their own pockets. This, as well as gathering 
the rate, made the posts unpopular, such that 
in 1825 the ratepayers were fined a total of 
£42 for being unable to find anyone to take the 
jobs. Besides those receiving a regular dole, 
the overseers paid for clothes, midwives’ fees 
(even for illegitimate children), hospital costs 
(which often meant a journey to Wokingham 
– not Woking) and cutting, buying and storing 
turfs by the thousand for heating the houses 
of the poor. Did these turfs come from the 
common?

One heavy item of expenditure could be care 
of smallpox victims, for whom nursing and 
medical care had to be paid. Prudently in 1806 
the overseers resolved that a surgeon from 
Chertsey would inoculate all the children of 
the labouring poor – 112 people are listed with 
their ages, and later they appointed a doctor 
for the poor.
As early as 1707 there is reference to a parish 
house to accommodate poor families and its 
repairs: in 1719 two fields known as ‘Workhouse 
Close’ off Well Lane were sold to one James 
Field. The original poor house, or workhouse, 
which housed those unable to sustain a house 
of their own (often in return for the inmates 
performing tasks such as repairing the roads), 
was sold for £50 in the 1770s and a new one 
built near The Cricketers, to house three families 
by Mr Stedman for £130. Twice builders were 
asked to erect a ‘turf house’ by the parish house, 
but it is unclear whether this was a turf-roofed 
house or a shed for keeping all those turfs.
In 1824, finding the task too great for them, 
the overseers decided to contract out the care 
of the residents in the poor house, with the 
condition that the contractor should provide 
good and wholesome food, clothing (two suits, 
one for work and one so as to appear decent at 
church on Sundays twice in summer and once 
in winter, lodgings and other necessities, but 
wine and spirits only for medical causes. He 
would be paid for burials of those who died 
there and midwives’ fees, and could use the 
labour of residents, but also had to procure 
schooling and future jobs for children there. 
For this the contractor would be paid 3s 9½ d  
(19p) per head per month. Contracting may 
not have worked as later the overseers still 
had to pay for provisions to the poor house on 
a generous scale such as 1000 cabbages and a 
40 stone (about 140kg) hog, as well as repairs 
to the clock and roof.  

A scene somewhere on Woking Common, which illustrates the accommodation in which  
the poor would have survived until the 19th century. The transient nature of such  

housing means that there are no more exact views of the Horsell scene.  
Photograph courtesy of The Lightbox.

Murray House, built in the 1830s as the workhouse 
for Chertsey Union, which included Horsell, 

Photograph courtesy of Chertsey Museum.
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While Horsell appeared to balance the books 
each year, this was not entirely accurate.
In 1799 the parish had bought a cottage 
at Anthonys from William Ivies for £10 to 
accommodate those who were poor but could 
afford a nominal rent, and in 1813 had taken 
out a loan of £100 to rebuild the cottage as 
five cottages. Such expenditure as well as a 
continuing struggle to support the poor in the 
aftermath of the Napoleonic Wars and years of 
bad harvests – for Horsell families relied almost 
exclusively on farm or nursery work – was 
becoming beyond the reach and effectiveness 
of poor relief through the parish and, in 1834, 
a Poor Law Amendment Act was passed which 
transferred poor relief to ‘Union Workhouse’ 
for groups of parishes, that for Horsell being 

at Ottershaw – later a hospital and now the 
apartments named Murray House. 

Workhouses were not meant to be 
comfortable places, often splitting husbands 
and wives, parents and children, so they 
were to be avoided at all costs. Parishes were 
still assessed for rates to pay for these and 
accounts rendered by them, but this is a later 
story. Meanwhile, parish workhouses and 
cottages for the poor were to be sold, either 
to help pay for the new union workhouses or 
pay off debts. Thus in 1839 the cottages at 
Anthony’s, by then in a bad condition, were 
sold by auction for £150 to James Fuller and 
in 1841 Chertsey Union ordered Horsell to 
find £204 6s 8d (£204.33) from the sale of 

the workhouse, still being occupied by three 
families in the census of that year. 

None of these early attempts by Horsell parish 
at providing social housing now survive, but 
this article shows that our ancestors tried to 
help the poor, even if in the end it proved an 
insuperable task.

Sources: The National Archives MH 12/12144; Surrey 
History Centre LM/1023/18; 2283/3/1-18, 50; 
2283/7/1; 6200/336. The website www.workhouses.
org.uk contains detailed general information on 
workhouse life.

Horsell Common image courtesy of The Lightbox.

Murray House image courtesy of Chertsey Museum.

Richard and Rosemary Christophers

The York Road Project
As the weather turns, so the list of needs at The York Road Project grows. Aiming to ‘defeat homelessness in 
Woking’, this is their current ‘wish list’. Hopefully this is very different to the one we write to Santa. If you have 
anything to spare during these festivities, see if you can drop them a donation. Thank you. They also have an 
Amazon Wish List which is updated regularly: http://bit.ly/WishListYRP

TRADING IN SURREY FOR OVER 50 YEARS

www.rsmdomesticappliances.com

First choice for 
domestic appliance
repairs and service

Call 01483 539531

• Fixed call-out
• Fast response

• Built-in / freestanding machines

Groceries – these are the items 
we’re currently most in need of

• Cooking oil

• Squash

•  Jars of instant coffee

• Small bags of sugar

•  Spreads e.g. Marmite, peanut butter

• Condiments e.g. mayonnaise, ketchup

• Snacks e.g. crisps, biscuits, cereal bars

• Washing powder

Clothing (new or good 
second-hand condition)

•  Men’s casual trousers 
e.g. jeans, jogging 
bottoms (sizes S-M)

•  Men’s hoodies, warm 
tops (sizes S-M)

•  Men’s casual shoes  
e.g. trainers (sizes 9-10)

•  Men’s casual belts

Other items:
•  Sleeping bags – must 

be waterproof, have 
a working zip and 
compression bag

•  Gifts for our clients 
– please note, any 
Christmas gifts must 
be unwrapped

•  Vouchers of all kinds e.g. 
supermarkets, shops, 
eateries, entertainment




