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A word from the Editor
Greetings...
Looking through this, my first edition as editor, the concept 
of resilience comes to the fore. From Horsell becoming 
un-Godley to HG Wells’ Martian attack we have always 
pulled through. Perhaps a more recent example of Horsell 
residents’ determination to have a Good Time, whatever 
else happened, could be seen at the Village Show, when 
the weather did its best to stop our fun.

Actually, I have to admit that the weather did get the 
better of me: standing in the rain persuading people to 
part with their 50ps to have fun on the carpet golf does 
make you slightly damp. As the prizes were announced I 

took the opportunity to get home and get warm and so I missed the glory of hearing that my 
crochet blanket was awarded ‘best in show’!

Huge thanks to all whose time and effort made that day such fun, despite the rain – all the 
volunteers and everyone who braved the rain to enjoy the fun.

Looking forward, the strength of our community can be seen in the really positive response 
to the questionnaire about Horsell Prepared. There’s more information about this on page 9, 
but, as we go to print there are 71 people prepared to help in an emergency. Out of a village 
of 4,200 households, that’s a pretty healthy starting point. If you haven’t yet responded, do 
read the article and think about how you can join in.

Joining in all the way is very much what Geoff and Fiona Banks have done during their 
time in Horsell. They contributed their time and expertise generously – from Geoff’s work 
as editor of this magazine, to their work for the Second Thursday Club and Fiona’s Brownie 
Pack. We wish them well as they move to pastures 
new, but we will really miss them.

Someone else who gives over and above to our 
village is our HRA chair, Robin Hoyle. He doesn’t 
get to read this editorial before we go to press so 
it’s a great opportunity to publicly thank him for all 
his work.

HRA, the Village Show committee, Woodlanders 
and the Second Thursday Club are always looking 
for extra ideas and support. For example, we need 
someone to take responsibility for co-ordinating the 
advertising for this magazine. Have a read and think 
about what you could do.

Lucy

The Resident print magazine: Editor – email: theresidenteditor@gmail.com

Advertising: email: theresidentads@gmail.com 

NEXT ISSUE: Winter 2017. Got something to say? Taken a great photograph? Articles and photographs 
about our village are welcomed from our whole community. Just email into theresidenteditor@gmail.
com by the deadline. Copy deadline for the winter magazine: 22nd October 2017

Hello!  
Photo: Wayne van de Klee

Ben the cat approves of the blanket. 
Photo: Lucy English
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VIEW FROM THE CHAIR
It is with mixed emotions that we say goodbye to two long serving 
volunteers. Fiona and Geoff Banks have been involved with HRA for 
longer than I have. In fact, it was through Fiona’s organisation of the 
‘Jubilation’ back in 2012 that I first became involved. Having been 
volunteered to provide MC duties at this event, I met Fiona and her 
team and was impressed with the organisation of this community 
event. They ensured that it ran like clockwork, despite the rain.
Fiona has been the driving force behind many events in the village 
organised by the Second Thursday Club, including the Christmas 
Fair and the summer picnics on the green outside The Cricketers.  
I will always remember her ‘event book’, a large folder containing all 
the information you could ever dream of needing. She also created 
‘event boxes’ with all those useful bits and pieces you need including 
essentials such as Sellotape, scissors, hi-viz jackets, and many ‘just 
in case’ items. 
Geoff was always on-hand providing assistance with the setup and 
breakdown of activities. During the events Geoff was to be found 
taking photographs to document activities. These great photographs 
proved very useful when he took over the editor role of The Resident 
magazine, something he did superbly. The content was always tightly 
edited and there were many photographs reporting happenings in  
the village. 
When Thomas came along two years ago we could watch him grow 
up as he was featured in the editor’s column with anecdotes and  
lovely photographs.
Fiona and Geoff gave of their time generously not only to the residents’ 
association but also volunteering for the Brownies and Woking  
Rugby Club. 
I’m sure you’ll join me in wishing Fiona, Geoff and Thomas all the very 
best as they leave the village to start their next chapter in Kettering.

Welcome to Lucy and Lizzie
I am pleased to be able to introduce you to Lucy English and Lizzie 
Judson who have taken up the challenge to fill the two voids in our 
organisation left by Geoff and Fiona.
Lucy has taken on the role of editing The Resident, she has already 
introduced herself in the Editor’s column on the opposite page. Lizzie 
will take over the coordination of Second Thursday Club where she will 

lead the meetings and play her part in organising events and steering 
projects including the Horsell Calendar and notecards and other new 
ideas that are brought forward at the monthly meetings.
Thank you Lucy and Lizzie. 
Robin Hoyle

Michael Gammon 1925 – 2017
It is with deep regret that we have to announce the death of Michael 
Gammon on the 28th July 2017.
During his tenure as Surrey County Councillor, Woking Councillor 
for Horsell and latterly as Vice President of Horsell Residents’ 
Association, Michael strongly supported the HRA and offered his 
sound advice on matters affecting the welfare and environment of 
Horsell. The HRA owe Michael our deepest gratitude for his wise 
counselling. He will be greatly missed.
We send our deepest sympathy to his wife, Margaret, and his family 
at this sad time.
Dorothy Smith

HRA thanks Family Banks with a beautiful painting by Hannah Bruce.  
Photo: Robin Hoyle.
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After several years of hot and sunny village shows, inevitably the spell 
was broken on 22nd July when a morning of sunshine and showers 
turned into a cold and wet afternoon.
Despite this, the people of Horsell came along to show their support 
and were rewarded with many amazing displays in the show marquees. 
Fruit and vegetables of all kinds were competing for the top prizes, 
there were wonderful cakes, some exquisite handicraft and floral 
arrangements, a variety of talent from local amateur photographers, 
excellent and varied works of art and many great entries from local 
children. The talent displayed by the children looks as if there will be no 
shortage of future exhibitors.
The Brownies danced round the Maypole despite the rain, as did the 
Chobham Morris Men, who, ignoring the conditions, carried on dancing 
long after most of us would have run for shelter! There were lots of 
games, including “Hoverball” archery for people to have a go at before 
going off to enjoy a welcome cup of hot tea indoors.  The teas were 
provided by members of St. Mary’s Church, Horsell, and their cakes 
not only tasted good but looked good enough to have won a few prizes 
in the cake classes. Thurston’s beers and the Pimm’s stand were just 
a little less popular than last year but many visitors enjoyed a glass 
or two before assuaging their hunger pangs with a burger from local 
butchers Prince & Sons. Punch & Judy and face painting were as 
popular as ever with the children who also fitted in a quick “bounce” 
on the bouncy castle before drying themselves off. Everyone enjoyed 
music from our local group of flautists, at the show for the first time. 

There were many craft stalls selling their wares, all sheltering under 
their colourful gazebos – good for rain or shine. Local artists put on an 
art show – again displaying an abundance of local talent
The prizes were presented by Elaine Cooper, Head Teacher at Horsell 
Village School. She was presented with a bouquet of flowers to thank 
her for making the presentation and for standing in the cold and wet  
in her light summer dress! The prize for “best in show” was won by  
Lucy English for her beautiful crocheted blanket, for which she was 
awarded the Sesquicentennial Bowl. Congratulations to the many 
other class winners!
The day ended with a barn dance held in one of the marquees and was 
organised by members of St. Mary’s Church. The rain had stopped by 
then, encouraging quite a few people to come along and join in with 
the fun.
Next year’s show is to be held on Saturday 21st July. We would like  
to invite you to come and help with all the things that need to be  
done to make the show a success for our village. If you can help with 
putting up and/or taking down marquees, tables and bunting, manning 
the games pitches, selling raffle tickets, and all the essential tasks 
which lead to a successful show please contact Carol Cheesman on 
carolc@cheesman.co.uk or 07836 274801. We look forward to hearing 
from you!
Marion Piper 
Secretary – Horsell Village Show

Many thanks to Tony Charters and Woking News and Mail for letting us reproduce these photographs. Check out www.wokingphotos.uk and enter 
‘Horsell’ in the search box for more great photos.

HORSELL VILLAGE SHOW 2017
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Alan Greenwood & Sons 
 

Independent Family Funeral Directors 
 

5, The Parade 
Frimley,  

Camberley 
GU16 7HY 

01276 684 650 
 

1 Anchor Hill,  
Knaphill,  
Woking  

GU21 2HL 
01483 487889 

 

2 Aldershot Road 
Woodbridge Hill 

Guildford 
GU2 8AF 

01483 567845 
 

14 Guildford Road 
Bagshot 

GU19 5JH 
01276 473 707 

 
 

Mimbridge Garden Estate 
Station Road 

Chobham 
GU24 8AR 

01276 858363  
 

66 Send Road 
Send,  

Woking 
GU23 7EU 

01483 210 222  
 

Visit Our Website for Full Details of Our Services and to View All Our Local Obituaries 
www.alangreenwoodfunerals.com 

 

Caring and Compassionate Service 24 hours 365 days  
Latest Jaguar or Mercedes Funeral Vehicles  

Golden Charter Pre-paid Funeral Plans  
Home Visit Arrangements  

Everything you would expect from a Funeral Director  
We will not be beaten on price 
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A. The show must go on.  B. Still having fun at the show.  C. The wide range of photographs showed off local talent.  D. WI delights kept us going.  E. Woking flute ensemble set 
a summery tone.  F. Family Banks making sure the Brownies could still dance, despite the weather.  G. Chobham morris dancers adapted well to the conditions.  H. The exhibits 
delighted the many visitors.  I. Chobham dancers enjoy Horsell brew.  Photos: Tony Charters, Woking News and Mail.
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WELLS IN WOKING
The shape of things to come?
Students, residents and experts gathered at noon on 21st September 
to celebrate the anniversary of the birth of H. G. Wells. 
Through a wide range of activities, participants looked back to the 
past, considered the present and, in the spirit of Wells himself, looked 
forward to possible and desirable futures.
Taking the theme of Wells’ novel ‘The Shape of Things to Come’, 
volunteers from organisations including Woking College, O2, Cap 
Gemini, Woking Borough Council, TfL, city financial institutions and 
WWF-UK provided thought-provoking mini-projects ranging from flood 
and water management through ‘Smart Cities’, cyber security, the 
future of work, anti-gravity and wildlife monitoring technology. Because 
the location for the discussion was the WWF HQ in Woking thoughts 
about environment and sustainability were to the fore.
Woking High School students also thought big, planning a trip to Mars  
and learning about careers related to physics, astronomy and geophysics.         
Horsell’s very own Tony Kremer is a founder member of the ‘Wells 
in Woking Community Association’. He introduced The Woking 
Community Play Association with their innovative take on what might 
happen if ‘something’ from space feel to earth in Woking today. Their 
resilient spirit in light of the rain and traffic noise suggests that we are 
well-prepared should Wells’ Martian vision happen. 

The day’s events culminated with a panel discussion with the sculptors 
of “The Martian” - Michael Condron and of H. G. Wells himself - Wesley 
Harland. Joining the discussion was Andrew Sewell, an independent 
filmmaker and radio producer, and Richard Kurti, a screenwriter and 
novelist. This was hosted by local resident William Kremer, a senior 
BBC radio producer. All five admitted that they are fans of the works of 
Wells and during the informal and extremely interesting discussion they 
showed how his works had affected their own art, whether in sculpting, 
film or audio work. Each of the four panellists gave a demonstration 
of their work and replied to some interesting comments and questions 
from the floor.
Ann Harington

The ‘Wells in Woking’ Day was celebrated by a wide range of residents,  
including Horsell’s Tony Kremer. Photo: Woking News and Mail.

H. G. Wells at The Lightbox by Wesley Harland. Photo: Lucy English.

Woking’s Martian Walking Machine by Michael Condron.  
Photo: Wayne van de Klee.
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HORSELL HUB

Woking  
Funeral Service

A life well 
remembered  
lives on.

Woking Funeral Service  
Knaphill
Anchor Crescent 
Knaphill 
Woking GU21 2PD

01483 397998

New Knaphill branch now open

A funeral is a time to say goodbye and to 
remember the life of the person you 
love. It’s our privilege to be at your side. 
We have been funeral directors for 
generations: this is a way of life for us. 
When someone you love dies, you can 
depend on us.

We’re honoured to be the people you can 
turn to, even at the hardest times.

You can contact us any time or you can 
visit us at
www.wokingfunerals.co.uk

funeralpartners.co.uk
Members of the  
National Association of Funeral Directors

Our new Knaphill branch 
offers disabled access

Woking Funeral Service
119-121 Goldsworth Rd
Woking GU21 6LR

01483 772266

You are needed!
Many of you will have seen the work 
being done to the shopfront on the 
corner of the High Street and Meadway 
Drive, in preparation for Seymours 
estate agents moving a few doors down 
the road. You may have wondered what 

establishment might pop up in place of the existing Seymours office.

Excitingly, Lloyd Moss of Seymours has generously proposed that the 
existing Seymours office be used by ‘the community’ in Horsell, an 
initiative which has become known as the ‘Horsell Hub’ project.

What it could be used for is very much up to the community – and that 
means you. Horsell Residents’ Association is currently thinking about 
how it might be used to benefit local people, and would love to hear 
about all your ideas. The proposal is for the office to be left largely 
‘as is’, with a carpet, and all existing services, including Wi-Fi access. 
For insurance reasons, some activities will not be possible, and both 
Seymours and the HRA are keen to ensure that it will not be used to 
unfairly compete with local High Street traders – so it would not be 
used as a coffee shop, for instance.

A wide range of ideas have been mooted so far. Perhaps the space 
could be used by local volunteer groups or Citizens Advice? How 
about a venue for volunteer training, local learning, peer support 
groups and community meetings? Maybe it could be a pop-up venue 
for local crafters and artists and traders (once again, not competing 
with existing traders)?

We are keen to hear from anyone with ideas about how the space 
might be used. More pressingly, we need to set up a team who are 
interested in getting involved in establishing and coordinating the 
project. Could this be you? Email us at horsellhub@horsellresidents.
com to express your interest and share your ideas.

And of course, huge thanks to Lloyd and all at Seymours!

Robin Hoyle

Volunteer opportunity available: “The Resident” 
advertising co-ordinator required. Would you be 
able to help with this magazine? Please contact 
theresidentads@gmail.com

Make a difference 
in someone’s life

Horsell Care is looking for volunteers
Illness, disability or mobility problems can sometimes make 
it difficult for older residents to get to important surgery and 
hospital appointments, or to local shops - that’s why, almost 
thirteen years ago, Horsell Care was established.
Being a Horsell Care volunteer doesn’t mean you must 
devote a lot of time toward helping your fellow residents - as 
little as an hour or two/month driving, manning the help-line 
or home-visiting can make a big difference to somebody’s life.
If you would like to know more, please call 01483 722251 and 
leave a message.
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EVER-DECREASING FOOTPATHS
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NEXT
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MO
RNINGS

Friday 9th March &  

Friday 11th May 

9am – 11am
 

No appointment necessary.

~ Developing potential for life ~

Church Hill House, Horsell, Woking, 
Surrey GU21 4QW
Telephone: 01483 760943
www.st-andrews.woking.sch.uk
Reg. Charity No. 297580 ~ Established to promote 
and provide for the advancement of  education

INDEPENDENT DAY SCHOOL FOR GIRLS & BOYS AGED 3-13

Because your child deserves to be 

inspired
A stimulating environment that supports 
high academic achievement.

‘Excellent’ in all areas - ISI Inspection 2016

Computer Repairs,
Upgrades & Advice

Need Help? Call Mike
Tel: 07505 100386

Office: 01483 830200
Over 37 years computing experience

�  Computer Crashing/Virus?
�  Problem with iPad or Tablet
�  Computer Running Slow?
�  Broadband, Internet, LAN or Network Problems?
�  Supporting Home and Office
�  Help with most things Technical
�  No Fix No Fee

Apple, Windows, Linux, Raspberry Pi,

Networking, Wireless LAN, Internet, Software

£10 Discount for new customers with this advert
www.thecomputervan.co.uk
Email: mike.sheldon@thecomputervan.co.uk

Immediate Quotations 
Competitive FIXED Prices 
RICS Homebuyer Reports 

Building Surveys 
RICS Registered Valuers 
All Types of Buildings 

Over 30 Years Experience of Surveying Over 30 Years Experience of Surveying 
in the Woking area 

It is never nice to have to walk into a busy road 
in order to avoid a hedge which has grown 
over the pavement or to get scratched by 
hedging and brambles along footpaths. Take 
a look at the pictures which provide examples 
of problem.
Here in Horsell we have a marvellous and 
much used facility in our network of footpaths 
which, often for centuries, have connected 
places together. Nowadays, these same 
footpaths enable us to walk safely and avoid 
the traffic and fumes of roads. But footpaths, 
and indeed pavements alongside roads, need 

to be maintained and kept clear of obstruction 
such as overhanging greenery.
The general term for both footpaths and 
pavements is footways. The council used to 
be very good at regular inspection and rectifi-
cation of overgrowth and poor surfacing of 
footways. Alas, financial and other cut backs 
have taken this support away but there is 
much we ourselves can do to correct this – 
yes, we do the cutting back! 
The Second Thursday Club in Horsell has 
a group of volunteers, we call them the 
“Woodlanders”, whose first project was to 
clear and open up the area of wasteland at the 
top end of QE Gardens, now known as Pares 
Woodland Garden. The Group then turned 
their efforts to other needy areas around the 
village, for example working to reopen the 
Tracious Lane footpath, and also cutting back 
hedges which are not on private land. BUT 
residents can also help!
If you have a hedge which borders a footpath 
or pavement it has always been your legal 
responsibility to maintain it and ensure that it 
does not grow over the footpath or pavement. 
So, please can all residents or owners of land 
take a look outside their property to see if 
their hedges are making use of the footways 
difficult. Remember that people, especially 
those with wheelchairs or pushchairs, need at 
least a metre of clear width.
Woking and Surrey councils do make things 
a bit difficult as different aspects of footway 
maintenance are handled by each of them. 
If you see an overgrown hedge blocking a 
footpath, or any footway with a bad surface, then 
report it to the Council. Do this either via www.

fixmystreet.com, or the council website www.
surreycc.gov.uk/highways where you have  
to go to ‘Footway in disrepair’ or ‘Overgrown 
vegetation’. Alternatively, you can telephone 
the Council on 01483-755855.
For more information about the work of 
Woodlanders and other HRA activities, sign 
up to hra.interests.me.
Anthony Saunders

Take a look at your hedges please!

Photo: Anthony Saunders

Photo: Anthony Saunders
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Trusted dental care since 1954

Sheena Lalani  
and Associates 

Member of the ‘Good Practice Scheme’ 
denoting highest standards as judged 

by the British Dental Association

Our services include:  
• Full range of family dental care  
• Cosmetic dentistry  
• Professional tooth whitening  
• Tooth coloured fillings  
• Veneers, crowns and bridges  
• Hygienists providing preventive care  
• Currently taking on new patients  
• Sympathetic care for the nervous/anxious  
• Practice Care Plans available 
• In-house emergency cover provided

HORSELL PREPARED
Dealing with emergencies 
other than alien invasion
Otherwise known as the Horsell Resilience Team, “Horsell Prepared” 
aims to create a co-ordinated volunteer capability to help Horsell deal 
with any future emergency or incident affecting multiple households  
in Horsell.
Following a questionnaire distributed with the Summer edition of “The 
Resident”, there were over 80 responses, surpassing expectations.  
Of these, 72 wanted to join the alert system for emergencies, 71 were 
prepared to help in an emergency, 36 wanted more information about 
the Priority Services Register (and are being sent this information), 
and a massive 30 people expressed an interest in helping to organise 
(which is amazing and very welcome!).
Of those who want to help in an emergency, we have 39 people with 
DBS certificates for working with children or vulnerable adults, 18 
people with first aid qualifications, 12 people with mass catering skills, 
12 people with useful vehicles such as vans or 4x4s that might be 
called upon, 4 current or former police officers, 4 counsellors or mental 
health professionals, 2 nurses and 1 army officer.
The next step is to set up the processes and communications so that 
these valuable skills can be put to use in an emergency.
A big ‘scenario planning workshop’ on 16th November will get together 
those people who are interested in taking a more organisational role. 
There will also be representatives from those existing organisations 
in Horsell who want to be involved, plus emergency planning experts.  

At this workshop the volunteers will work through an example of a local 
emergency, and work out together how Horsell might best respond.  
We hope it will be a lot of fun for everyone attending as well!
We’d welcome contact from anyone leading a local group who might 
want to be involved in this meeting - email horsellprepared@gmail.com
Do look online if you want more information and join the mailing list  
if you want to be kept informed. Most importantly, if you haven’t yet 
done so, please do complete the questionnaire at horsellprepared.
interests.me.
Helen Cammack

Image: Hannah Bruce.
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Are you on the wire?
Facebook has matured. All the cool 
kids have moved out, migrating to 
Instagram and Snapchat on urgent 
missions to keep their ‘stories’ 

going. Facebook is fast becoming the ‘Radio 
2’ of social media straddling the generation 
gaps. The future for Facebook appears to be 
in hobbies, interests and community groups 
such as “The Horsell Village Wire”.

The Facebook group “The Horsell Village 
Wire” was created just under two years ago 
as a communication platform for the village 
and has since been instrumental in promoting 
small businesses, community events, activities 
and general village issues (dare I mention 
parking?). It has also served to put people 
in touch with recommended trades people, 
children’s activity groups, childminders and all 
sorts of other useful services.
“The Wire”, as people refer to it, gained its 
quaint title from the term used around early 
telegraphy ‘to wire a message’ in stark 
contrast to the speed of communication today. 
The group, with its distinct logo, now has over 
a thousand members and is growing fast. 
If you wish to join this online community and 
to know what’s going on, search for it on 
Facebook, request to join and you’ll be part of 
‘the word on the street’ in no time. 

You might also be interested in “The Wire’s” 
little brother “Horsell Recycle” where you can 
buy, sell or give away any unwanted items that 
would benefit others or even share equipment 
within the community. With your input, 
hopefully “The Wire” will continue to promote 
and support the many excellent developing 
projects and activities within our village.  
Colin Fox

HADS stepping  
even further
HADS Autumn production, The 39 Steps, and 
will be at the Rhoda McGaw Theatre from 30th 
Nov to 2nd Dec 2017.

The stage version of this classic novel by John 
Buchan is adapted by Patrick Barlow and 
also takes inspiration from the film directed 
by Alfred Hitchcock. It is, says director Matt 
Kitsell, “a fast-moving romantic comedy” and 
while the plot is recognisable, the staging is 
quite different. Actors play multiple roles with 
settings ranging from a flat in London to the 
Scottish Highlands. This not only demands 
ingenuity on the part of the director and set 
designer but also imagination on the part of 
the audience.
Tickets, £15 (concessions £13), are available 
from the HADS Box Office at www.horsellads.
com.
Tony Charters

COMMUNITY COMMUNICATION

Your local  
Bosch 

Superstore

TRADING IN SURREY FOR OVER 40 YEARS

The first stop for Bosch 
quality appliances  

at online prices

SALES • ADVICE • REPAIRS

Fast, free local delivery. Visit our showroom today!

rsmdomesticappliances.com
High Street, Knaphill, Woking Call 01483 475000
Also in Bookham and Ashtead

ONLINE 
PRICES

Keep in touch
Did you know you can have Horsell’s own weekly community email 
sent to your email in-box every Friday? It is jam-packed with local 
events and happenings and the ‘community calendar’ format makes it 
really easy to see what’s going on locally, as well as adding local news 
and announcements.
Horsell.interests.me is an online project run by Horsell resident Helen 
Cammack, who is also behind the Woking and Guildford versions and 
is working with local volunteering associations.
The website and email ‘crowdsource’ local events and activities directly 
from local groups and from local noticeboards. Any local group or 
organisation, and any local business, can add their news and events to 
the website and the weekly email. It’s a free local service.
Although social media is now very popular, many people still prefer to 
receive an email. But, to make the most of social media, the system 
will also post all new content received regularly to “The Horsell Village 
Wire” Facebook group, and soon to its own “Twitter” account, giving 
additional exposure to all events and activities added. Events and 
activities with wider relevance to Woking will also feature in the Woking 
email, already sent to 1,400 people every week.
To receive the weekly email, go to Horsell.interests.me and click on 

“Sign up to the community email” to input your email address. You can 
unsubscribe at any time.
To add an event or news to the weekly email click on “Add your event” 
under the “What’s On” title at the right hand side. Create an account, 
add your event, and it’ll feature in the next end-of-the-week email and 
on social media. For more information or help, email helen@interests.me.
Helen Cammack
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LOCAL NEWS AND EVENTS
Residents to the Rescue 
The Horsell Residents’ Association again proved that it is a true 
supporter of those with a need when they very generously supported a 
donation towards the Woking District Scout campsite, Birchmere. The 
campsite is regularly used by 1st Horsell Scout Group and Woking 
East Division Girlguiding.
Speaking at a local committee meeting the HRA Chairman, Robin 
Hoyle, offered the cheque to the Scouts in support of the re-equipping 
of their newly donated Birchmere activity halls. The generous amount 
of £1200 will pay for the installation of new roof insulation material in 
the buildings to allow for warmer winters and cooler summers.
Liz Pocknell, Woking Scouts District Commissioner, thanked the HRA 
for their very generous support for more than 1200 scouts in Woking. 
She mentioned that, together with 1st Horsell Scout Group, Horsell 

had proved once again that they are keen to play a part in the Woking 
community.
Richard Mackie

Village  
Calendar 2018
Have you purchased your copy of the 2018 
Horsell calendar yet? As well as containing 
some beautiful images of our lovely village, 
taken by village photographers, it raises 
money for local charities. This year, it supports 
Woking and Sam Beare Hospices, St Mary’s 

Church and The Horsell Village School.
Thanks to all the photographers who gave 
their images and the local traders who will be 
happy to sell you a copy (or two!)
Lucy English

Birchmere campsite building.
Photo: Richard Mackie.

Horsell 2018 Calendar. Photo: Lloyd Moss.

Cath Stamper – Chief Executive of York Road Project 
along with the team received a cheque from receipts of 
the Horsell 2017 charity calendar and notecards from 
Carol Cheesman and Robin Hoyle. The funds will be 
used to support work with the homeless in Woking.

Barn Dance – 
Village Hall 
7pm Saturday 
14th October
You only have a few more days to 
purchase your tickets for this fun, if 
exhausting, evening organised by St 
Mary’s Church. There will be live music 
from the group that entertained us in 
January.
Tickets (£10 for adults, £7 for children) 
are available from Mike Couper (01483 
770920). Please bring your own food 
and drink.
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LOCAL NEWS AND EVENTS

Horsell Community Choir love singing together and are pleased to 
have the opportunity to perform at local events.
We helped to kick off the summer season with a rousing performance 
at the Horsell Scouts and Guides’ Grand May Fayre. The choir were 
also delighted to take part in the Picnic on the Green gig Sunday 2nd 
July on a beautiful summer’s day.
The choir organised and performed the opening set of a very successful 
concert in St Mary’s Church on Friday 22nd July featuring the awesome 

singing quintet Apollo5. The concert raised money for the charity Music 
in Detention which, through music, helps to make the lives of people 
waiting for decisions on their immigration status more bearable.
The choir loves to lend its support to local charity events – watch out for 
us in Woking Town Centre on Saturday 28th October when we will be 
singing in aid of the Poppy Day appeal organised by Woking Borough 
Council. We will also be organising a Christmas Concert at St Mary’s 
Church to take place Saturday 9th December. For more information on 
Horsell Community Choir see www.horsellsings.org.uk
Geoff Hughes

beginning

Halstead Preparatory School
Woodham Rise, Woking,
Surrey GU21 4EE

www.halstead-school.org.uk

PREPARATORY SCHOOL FOR
GIRLS AGED 2 – 11 YEARS

Full-time / part-time Nursery sessions available

2 small classes in each year group -
Reception to Year 6

Before and after School Care available

.
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Please contact our Registrar to arrange your visit
registrar@halstead-school.org.uk  | 01483 772682

Halstead Educational Trust Ltd: Charity No 270525, Registered in England 1224089

a bright

minibusserviceavailable

Horsell Community Choir

Stained glass – not just windows
Local glass artist Linda Banks showcased more than how she makes leaded windows 
at her annual Open Studio event this summer.
In addition to displaying a part-finished stained glass window, demonstrating the 
traditional process of building up a jigsaw of glass pieces mounted in lead, she presented 
the versatility of glass, with a range of free-standing panels, decorated vases, mirrors 
and wall art pieces, alongside her trademark designer ‘Tiffany’ technique lamps.
“It is always great to welcome both neighbours and people from farther afield and talk 
about my inspirations and the construction methods. I can also display a full range of 
work as I don’t have to select certain pieces as I would if I were attending an outside 
event. And people can see the tools and the glass sheets as well,” Linda explains.
Linda will have a stall at the Sparkle! Contemporary Craft & Gourmet Food Fair at 
the Landmark Arts Centre in Teddington from 19-21 November. More details: https://
orchidstainedglass.co.uk 
Linda Banks

Photo: Caroline Hughes.

Photo: Caroline Hughes.

Left: Force of nature. 
Above: Neptune’s goblet.
Photos: Linda Banks.
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Teddy bears’ picnic
What fun we had on Thursday 31st August 
when we put on our second Teddy Bears’ 
Picnic. We were all set up when, just after 
11am, the heavens opened and we had to 
dash into the very small space of the Parish 
Institute. Nevertheless, we had a great time, 
with different craft activities based on Marcus’ 
choice of Jonah and the Whale (rather 
appropriate bearing in mind the weather!). We 
followed this session with our usual round of 
nursery rhymes.
True Brits as we are, when the sun decided to 
come out, we took our picnic lunches outside 
with tarpaulins and rugs. There were 30 or so 
little ones and 25 adults (mums, grandparents 
and carers) and the atmosphere was truly 
buzzing.
Here’s to the next time. We meet as ‘Twinkle 
Tots’ every Thursday during term time in St 
Andrew’s Room from 9.30 to 11am. Do come 
and try us out – we don’t bite and love to 
welcome new folk.
Mike Couper

People enjoy living in Horsell. Why? Good  
schools, good village shops, good environment.  
Also, a good community. There’s lots going on in  
the village which involves and includes everyone.
There are many local activities such as the 
Horsell Village Show, the Christmas Market, 
the garden safari, the Picnic on the Green, the 
Scout and Guide May Fayre. There are regular 
working groups who have restored woodland, 
kept footpaths clear and the churchyard tidy, 
and keep our streets free of litter.
All of this work is organised and carried out by 
volunteers, some retired, some still working, 
young and old working together and enjoying 
and benefitting from this shared experience. 
Could you be a volunteer? Even if you can only  
spare the occasional Saturday morning picking  
litter or can join the team of people needed to  
set up the Christmas market or Village show 
you are needed. Ideas and skills of all sorts are 
required: can you use a pair of shears, take 
good photos, or maybe help with publicity? 
It’s not all work! We usually have time to  
share a cuppa and cake (or something from a 
village hostelry) and enjoy a natter. There’s a 

lot of laughter. 
Come along to HRA’s Second Thursday Club  
and find out more or share your ideas for 
maintaining and enhancing the quality of 

life in Horsell. Surprisingly enough, it’s on 
the second Thursday of every month – see 
hra.interests.me for more details. 
Caroline Hughes

Do volunteers make a difference? 
Could you make a difference?

WEAR IT WILD FOR A DAY. LOVE WILDLIFE FOREVER.
DRESS UP AND DONATE ON 20 OCTOBER. WWF.ORG.UK/WEARITWILD

Wear it wild!
It’s a shocking fact that since 1970, populations 
of wild species have fallen by half. With our 
fundraising day, Wear it Wild, we’re raising 
vital funds to ensure that wild populations of 
iconic species are protected and we’d love you 
to help us celebrate Wear it Wild here at the 
Living Planet Centre.
So, let your imagination run wild and create a 
stunning recycled animal mask to share your 
love for wildlife. Roarsome!
Bookable workshops on 24th and 26th 
October, contact WWF for details 
Suggested donation £3, suitable for children 
aged 4+
WWF-UK

A selection of snaps from STC projects. Photos: Caroline Hughes.
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HISTORY

Nowadays, when mention is made of a ‘new 
town’, or even a ‘garden village’ one of the 
loudest cries which goes up is “what about 
the services?” This translates as how are gas, 
water, electricity broadband, sewerage and 
roads going to be affected?  This is not a new 
problem – apart from broadband that is.
During the second half of the 19th century 
the whole of Woking was growing. It was 
becoming one big New Town despite never 
having acquired that status, along with the 
attached financial support. Instead, the 
village of Woking was to be referred to as 
‘Old Woking’. A “New Town” is a status not 
a title and it designates establishment as 
a corporation under some New Town Act, 
thereby qualifying for government sympathy 
in such things as loan facilities, planning and 
attraction of industry. It is to Woking’s credit 
that it has forged ahead unaided in that way.
The town of Woking has changed shape  
over the years. Most of the surrounding 
villages, including Old Woking, are now part of 
Woking Borough. However, way back, when 
Woking was an Urban District before WWI, 
it was trying to achieve a satisfactory form 
of local government. High up on the agenda 
was sewerage and drainage. According to 
Alan Crosby in his A History of Woking “Until 
the end of the 19th century no part of the 
present Borough had mains drainage, and 
a sizeable new town had arisen without any 
provision whatsoever for efficient and hygienic 
sanitation. The result was raw sewage in 
ditches, streams and rivers and deposited in 
the street to be carted away and dumped in 
clay pits.” Residents were, so to speak, kicking 
up a stink. At the time there was a country-
wide fear of cholera which fuelled pressure  
for drainage.
Since Saxon times England was divided into 
administrative divisions known as hundreds, 
Surrey was divided into thirteen and one 
half hundreds.  The definition of a hundred is 
amorphous; in theory it was an area assessed 
at 100 hides. A hide is just as amorphous 
being about the amount of land considered 
necessary to support a family.  As amorphous 
as “how long is a piece of string”.
The Surrey hundreds are named as 
Blackheath, Brixton, Copthorne, Elmbridge, 
Effingham – that’s the half hundred – 
Farnham, Godalming, Godley, Kingston, 
Reigate, Tandridge, Wallington, Woking and 
Wott (Wotton).
It will be noted that at that time Brixton was 
in Surrey. It will also be noted that Guildford 
was not part of a hundred. Hundreds had 
formed from the 100 people, or homesteads, 

combining to set up a court for mutual 
protection against crime, these courts later 
taking on the duty of administering local 
taxation, one third of the revenue going to the 
area’s earl. Guildford had a fortification which 
later became a castle. This was maintained 
by the monarch as contributing to the defence 
of the kingdom. With this overlordship there 
was no need for supervision by any hundred 
court and thus the Guildford enclave remained 
outside the hundred system. When boroughs 
were constituted, Guildford maintained its 
individual status being a “royal borough”.

From hundreds to 
highways
In 1864 Surrey was divided into Highway 
Districts which were based on the Petty 
Sessions Divisions, which were in turn based 
on the ancient hundreds. Woking was now 
included in the Guildford Highway District. The 
Highway Districts were generally unpopular as 
they had deprived the parishes of one of their 
most significant powers: since Elizabethan 
times they had held power over the roads. In 
Woking Parish there was particular opposition 
to the Highway District which, in modern 
parlance, was not considered fit for purpose.
The rural areas had a disproportionally large 
voting strength whilst Woking, with heavier 
use of its roads, was not getting its fair share 
of funds. The needs of Woking’s roads were 
neglected for some 30 years, building up a 
huge backlog of essential works for the Town 
Council which took over in 1893. History has 
always repeated itself!
In Chertsey there was a more even balance 
between rural and urban interests. At this time, 
Horsell was part of the Godley Hundred, along 
with Bisley, Byfleet, Chertsey, Chobham, 
Egham, Pyrford and Thorpe. However, 

change was in the air and in March 1906 
an Application for Amalgamation was made 
which would remove Horsell from the Godley 
Hundred and place it with Woking.
From the papers of Robert Mossop, clerk to 
Woking Urban District Council (WUDC), who 
was weighing up the Chertsey Scheme versus 
the Woking Scheme we learn the following:
“With reference to the loans of Horsell if Horsell 
remained with Chertsey taking the Chertsey 
Scheme at £22,000 and adding to that 
Horsell’s proportion of the Chertsey Council’s 
loans at 31 March 1906 £419-16/3d the total 
amount of loans for which Horsell would be 
responsible would be £22,419-16/3d.
The population of Horsell at 31 March 1906 
was estimated at 2,700 while the assessable 
value of the same date was estimated at 
£15,306. It would therefore follow that if 
Horsell remains with Chertsey the Horsell 
loans, based on assessable value would 
show that £1-9/3d was borrowed on each 
£1 of the assessable value.  If Horsell joins 
Woking the amalgamated District would have 
an estimated population of 23,415 and the 
estimated assessable value of £123,681. The 
debt would be: Woking’s debt at 31 March 
1906: £107,780-19/- + Horsell’s proportion of 
the Chertsey Council Loan £419-16-3d. 
Estimated cost of the Woking Scheme of 
drainage for Horsell £17,000 making a total 
of £119,200-15/3d. The proportion would 
therefore work out as follows – on a basis 
of population £5 per head. On a basis of 
assessable value 19/2d for every £1 of 
assessable value.”

Drainage
Drainage was very important. The Minutes of 
a special meeting of the Finance and General 
Purposes Committee of 19 February 1906 

Hexit – or Why Horsell Became Un-Godley
Vicarage Lane, Horsell.
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considered what districts of Horsell the WUDC 
thought they could undertake to drain at an 
early date if any amalgamation took place. 
Drainage exercised this committee over 
several meetings. Horsell could be divided 
into Horsell Urban and Horsell Rural. These 
areas would be evaluated separated for the 
purpose of assessing Rates. 
The Committee thought that the amalgama-
tion could make an increase of more than 
1d in the £1 per annum but it could well be 
that there might be no increase at all. At the 
meeting of 22nd March 1906 the Committee 
recommended that the Scheme be approved.
Later in 1906 Mr Burne, Chairman of the 
Finance Committee, set out some valid points 
under the heading of Advantages to Woking:
“Woking has no staple industry. It lives on and 
for the benefit of the Season Ticket Holder. 
If these are frightened away the value of 
property in Woking and the trade prospects 
of its business population will suffer severely. 
A badly governed Horsell will have the effect 
of retarding the development of Woking 
while Horsell well governed and under the 
same authority as Woking will enhance the 
prosperity of the latter... In one case they will 
be Horsell’s master and  in another Horsell’s 
partner and no man would desire to remain a 
servant or clerk when he could be a partner 
even if only a junior partner... As to Woking’s 
alleged generosity - I deny that this has been 
anything like excessive - nothing more  than 
fair dealing and justice. What generosity there 
has been is due to the fact that Woking is and 
must remain the predominant partner and can 
therefore afford to give way in order to meet 
the wishes of the other side. Woking has for 

some years been willing to amalgamate but 
Horsell has not desired it - now that Horsell 
does desire it Woking is unwilling to throw 
obstructions in the way. Horsell after a Parish 
meeting approached Woking and the Woking 
Council only acted on the good old rule of 
doing as they would be done by and offered 
them fair and equitable terms.” 
It had been suggested that the two Horsell 
wards be called North and South, in preference 
to the formerly suggested Rural and Urban 
and Mr Burne stated that he preferred the 
change.
Another point raised was that if Horsell 
should be saddled with any liabilities before 
severing itself from the Chertsey RDC, those 
liabilities should be taken over jointly with the 

WUDC so that the whole onus should not fall 
on Horsell. As to this, it was pointed out that 
Horsell was certainly entitled to some assets 
for which credit would have to be given before 
any claim could be made. Brexit negotiators 
please study this!
And so it eventually came about that on 1st 
October 1907 – 110 years ago – the Parish 
of Horsell became part of Woking District 
and, through its elected representatives, took 
its share in the administration of that District 
by WUDC. In this severing of its ties with 
Chertsey, Horsell became un-Godley.
Ann Harington

With thanks to Richard and Rosemary 
Christophers for finding the postcard images 
from this time. 

Horsell from around the time of Hexit.
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