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A word from the Editor
Greetings...
As I write this, the Winter Olympics are wowing 
me with the spectacle of sports I never knew 
existed and my garden is wowing me with 
the promise of spring. Both aspects show the 
rewards of time and effort, albeit the Olympians 
do appear to have made greater progress over 
their four-year training period than I have with the 
garden during that time.

It is striking, though, that for every successful 
athlete, there is a team supporting them and 
pushing them to their finish lines. Our village is 
a bit like that – we’ve got some big projects in 
hand and all need a team to get them to fruition. 
For example, the Garden Safari team are already 
searching for villagers to open their gardens as 
part of the 23rd and 24th June weekend (see 
p6 for details of how to join in). There is also a 
team working hard to make the proposed Horsell 
Hub happen – like so many great ideas it’s not 
as simple as it should be and there are financial 
and legal considerations to overcome. However, 
all are convinced that it is worth the effort to make 
it happen, so thank you to all involved with this. 
We have faith!!

I was able to join one of the Wednesday Weekly 
Walks that have been running since the start 
of the year. I had a lovely time chatting and 
discovering new footpaths and routes as we 
walked. Thanks to Caroline and Geoff for starting 
this activity – it’s great to hear that 20+ people 
are joining in each week. Remember: just be at 
the noticeboard in the middle of the village on a 
Wednesday by 9.50am.

Thanks to Helen Cammack for pulling information 
from the www.horsell.interests.me page to provide  
a round-up of some of the events you can get involved with. This issue we’ve focused on 
the many yoga and pilates classes that are running. If you have an event that might be of 
interest to local residents, do add it to the list on interests.me and it will be sent out as part 
of a free weekly email to subscribers.

You’ll see that it is the start of yet another busy time in our village. We’ve tried to capture 
some of those activities here with information about events coming up such as the Horsell 
Scouts and Guides’ May Fayre, the open day at Horsell Bowling and the new ‘Horsell Sale 
Trail’. As with the Olympic athletes, there are too many people in the background to thank 
them properly for all they do to keep our village at the top of the podium. I hope that you are 
able to enjoy the fruits of their labours.

Lucy

The Resident print magazine: Editor – email: theresidenteditor@gmail.com

Advertising: email: theresidentads@gmail.com 

NEXT ISSUE: Summer 2018 
Got something to say or taken a great photograph – maybe one that could be our next front cover? 
Articles and photographs about our village are welcomed from our whole community. Just email in to 
the residenteditor@gmail.com by the deadline. 
Copy deadline for the summer magazine: noon Sunday 13th May 2018. 

Weekly walkers. Photo: Lucy English.

The promise of spring. Photo: Lucy English.
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Proposed Horsell Hub
In the Autumn issue of The Resident we told you about the generous 
offer from Lloyd Moss of Seymours Horsell to provide their old 
premises at 93 High Street for community use when they move to a 
new home. At the time we asked for interested parties to volunteer 
their time to develop the ideas of what services you would like to 
see should such a facility come into being. Seymours moved in to 
their bright new premises at the beginning of January, making the old 
space available, so the process began to develop the feasibility study 
for the proposed Horsell Hub.
A small team has met twice as I write this, in order to outline the 
community benefit case and develop the financial business case. 
Several more potential users of the space have come forward and the 
community benefit is becoming clearer but will undoubtedly develop 
further if the Horsell Hub does become reality. Building the business 
case is in progress to ensure that the long-term financial viability is key 
to being able to provide this proposed community facility. Seymours’ 
offer generously includes the rent and some coverage of utilities but 
other costs will be incurred, so working out how to cover this gap is key.  
I will update you on further progress in the next issue.

Thank you
I hope that you all enjoyed the Christmas celebrations in the village 
last year. I thought it was busier and better than ever and the 
teamwork involved made it a great success. Once again there were 
three events on the same day, making it a glorious celebration with 
crowds flocking to the Christmas Tree Festival, Horsell PTA Fair and 
the Second Thursday Club Christmas Market. Thank you to everyone 
involved in making it such a success. You can read more about the 
event on pages 12 and 13.
I would also like to thank the Calendar 2018 team for their work on 
the third successful charity fundraiser. Sales closed at the end of 
February and once again a substantial sum has been raised and will 
be presented to the three charities: St Mary’s Church; Woking and 
Sam Beare Hospice and The Horsell Village School, at the Horsell 
Residents’ Association AGM in the Village Hall on Friday 15th June.
The regular volunteer activities are in full flow already including the 
Woodlanders Working Parties and Litter Picks and plans for the 
regular annual events are underway. You can see more details on 
pages 8 and 9 but to keep fully up to date with news sign up to the 
newsletter at www.hra.interests.me.
Robin Hoyle

VIEW FROM THE CHAIR

Potential Horsell Hub. Photo: Lucy English.

Christmas Market volunteers. Photo: Lucy English.
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Roll up Roll up, the Horsell Scouts 
and Guides May Fayre is coming to 
town for its 40th year!
VENUE: Wheatsheaf Recreation Ground, Chobham Road,  
Woking, GU21 4BL
DATE: 7th May 2018, 11.45am till 4.30pm

Turning 40 is a milestone that may be considered middle aged or over 
the hill. However, with the May Fayre we are only just getting started 
and have had years of experience to perfect this annual village event.

The exciting free event will be opened at 12 midday by the Mayor of 
Woking, Cllr. Graham Cundy with County and local dignitaries from 
Scouts and Guides. There will be something for everyone so come 
and join in the fun.
After enjoying the soft play, inflatables, face painting, and the popular 
climbing wall, all should sit back and take it easy, watching the talented 
Summerscales Dancers and listening to local musicians in the Music 
Marquee. Here you can enjoy live music all afternoon from local 
performers including Stillwell and Lacey, and bell ringers. Another 
enjoyable part of the day is the sampling of the delights created on 
the BBQ or pancake stall. For adults, these may be washed down 
with fine ales from the Thurston’s Brewery beer tent. We are using 
our 40 years of experience to make sure that you, your friends and 
family will have a great day.
The event is free, but is also our biggest fundraiser. So do look out for 
the May Fayre Programmes for £1, available before the day in Horsell 
shops and from our door to door Guides and Scouts in the local area. 
They will also be available on the day, along with the famous hourly 
raffle with many great prizes.
This year’s fantastic May Fayre sponsors are Seymours Estate 
Agents, Horsell, Trident Honda, Halstead School, WADP Architects 
and the Victoria Chiropractor Centre. Without them, the May Fayre 
would struggle to provide the first-rate family entertainment that it 
does each year – thank you!
We look forward to seeing you there. Any questions, please contact: 
Richard Mackie, Horsell Scouts and Guides May Fayre Chairman 
01483 715290 / 07801 545847
Kathy Gilbert

HORSELL SALE TRAIL AND MAY FAYRE
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Horsell Sale Trail 
DATE: Sunday 15th April, 11am – 4pm

Here’s an incentive to clear out toys, paintings, books, bric a brac, 
clothes, household items, in fact anything pre-loved that you don’t 
want any more. You might want to sell plants or flowers you have 
grown or jams or cakes. The choice is yours. Organise your own sale 
in your front garden. 
On Sunday 15th April from 11am until 4pm there will be garage or front 
garden sales throughout the streets of Horsell. A veritable adventure 
for anyone who enjoys picking up a bargain. En route, there will be 
coffee and cake refreshment stops.
How does it work?
 If you want to sell you need to contact us by 30th March:
•  Tell us your name, address, post code and your “opening hours” if 

not 11am to 4pm
• Provide outline details of your items for sale 
• Let us know if you are providing refreshments
• Tell us if you are raising money for a charity
Please email these details by 30th March to Caroline Hughes at 
c.e.hughes@ntlworld.com
Hang balloons outside and tell all your friends! 
If you want to explore the Horsell sale trail you just need to pick 
up a free Trail Guide
Pick up a free Sale Trail Guide with all the addresses and other 
details from Costcutters in the High Street from 6th April or just use 
your mobile phone to snap the details from the poster that will be in 
the Horsell Hub. We’ll also put details on the Facebook group The 
Horsell Village Wire. Simply plan your trail and find a bargain and 
maybe stop for a cuppa and cake too.
Caroline Hughes

HORSELL SALE TRAIL AND MAY FAYRE

 

Alan Greenwood & Sons 
 

Independent Family Funeral Directors 
 

5, The Parade 
Frimley,  

Camberley 
GU16 7HY 

01276 684 650 
 

1 Anchor Hill,  
Knaphill,  
Woking  

GU21 2HL 
01483 487889 

 

2 Aldershot Road 
Woodbridge Hill 

Guildford 
GU2 8AF 

01483 567845 
 

14 Guildford Road 
Bagshot 

GU19 5JH 
01276 473 707 

 
 

Mimbridge Garden Estate 
Station Road 

Chobham 
GU24 8AR 

01276 858363  
 

66 Send Road 
Send,  

Woking 
GU23 7EU 

01483 210 222  
 

Visit Our Website for Full Details of Our Services and to View All Our Local Obituaries 
www.alangreenwoodfunerals.com 

 

Caring and Compassionate Service 24 hours 365 days  
Latest Jaguar or Mercedes Funeral Vehicles  

Golden Charter Pre-paid Funeral Plans  
Home Visit Arrangements  

Everything you would expect from a Funeral Director  
We will not be beaten on price 

Just some of the fun 
of the Fayre 2017 

Photos: Lucy Longley.
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Is it spring yet?
That depends if you follow the meteorological 
or astronomical calendar. Either way your 
garden is starting to reawaken.
Daffodils seem to emerge earlier each year. 
Some started nosing their way through 
the soil in November here. I’m drawn to 
dwarf varieties like Narcissus ‘Tête á Tête’ 
or scented N. ‘Minnow’. Narcissus ‘W.P. 
Milner’ also works well front of border. Taller 
candidates include N. ‘February Gold’ with a 
long flowering period, and N. ‘Cheerfulness’ 
with its double scented flowers. Whichever 
varieties you have, reward them after their 
display with a sprinkling of fertiliser and 
remove spent flowers. They will repay you 
by returning next year. Leave for at least six 
weeks after blooming before removing foliage 
and don’t tie up leaves. Planted amongst 
perennials such as peony, hemerocallis or 
hosta the emerging perennial growth quickly 
covers untidiness from the bulbs.
Varieties of Clematis alpina and C. macropetala 
flower now. Most are soft-hue tones, but  
C. macropetala ‘Purple Spider’ breaks the 
rules with its stunning deep purple-black 
petals. A fabulous array of newly introduced 
hellebores, stemming from extensive breeding 
regimes, has appeared recently. Helleborus x 
hybridus Harvington double apricot performs 
very well for me with its warm apricot shades, 
from December through March, that contrast 
beautifully with its dark stems.

Keep an eye out for slugs as they are partial 
to new plant shoots and are active now 
temperatures are rising. If you don’t like slug 
pellets and can’t face hand picking them, 
try using Nematodes. These microscopic 
worm-like organisms live in water and soil 
and range from being harmless to parasitic. 
These parasites aid us in controlling the bane 
of most gardeners’ lives.  Order online, add to 
water and apply directly to the soil. Once in 
the ground they will seek out the ill-fated slugs 
and reduce numbers. The treatment works for 
around six weeks.
Make yourself plants for free by dividing 
established clumps of geraniums, sedums 
and hostas. Flowering often dwindles over 
time, so dividing every two or three years 
maintains vigour. Replant the smaller sections 
in well-prepared soil.
For the gardener tight on space try evergreen 
Ribes laurifolium, making 1m high if you are 
lucky, or very slow growing Prunus incisa 
‘Kojo-no-mai’, both blooming February 
through April.
Ask me which is my favourite spring 
flower and I’d give you a different answer 
each time – there’s so much choice. For 
more spring inspiration, top plant picks or 
seasonal container ideas follow my Purple 
Wellies blog. Or get yourself along to the 
brand new Ascot Spring Garden Show  
launching in April with show gardens, advice 
and plant sales to boot.
Pamela Barden. Local RHS Gold medal  
winning garden designer

HORSELL GARDENS

Gardens needed!
Inspired to get your garden into shape? It’s a great time to 
think about joining in with the Horsell Garden Safari. This year 
it is Saturday 23rd and Sunday 24th June and new gardens 
are needed. You could help raise money for our Village Hall 
just by opening your garden up as part of this event. 

Look at https://horsellgardensafari.interests.me/story/50312 
for more details or contact Colinandpenny@sky.com or 
bromleysglad@talktalk.net. Deadline for gardens to join in 
is end of April.

Prunus incisa ‘Kojo-no-mai’.  
Photo: Pam Barden.

Helleborus x hybridus Harvington double apricot.  
Photo: Pam Barden.
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Horsell Bowling Club has been established  
in the village since 1920 and associated with 
the Surrey Bowling Association in 1924. The 
club will be celebrating its centenary in two 
years’ time.
Many bowling clubs were originally linked to 
a public house, and in the case of Horsell the 
bowling green was originally laid out where 
The Red Lion now has a garden.
The club moved to its present location at 
Queen Elizabeth Gardens in 1963. The 
original clubhouse, built by the members, was 
limited in its changing facilities and kitchen 
area, and it was decided to try and rebuild 
the pavilion. Negotiations began with Woking 
Council, and in 2008 these came to fruition 
and work started on the new building which 
stands on the site of the original.
While the rebuilding took place the club 
members were able to fulfil their playing 
obligations with the generous help of our local 

opponents, who allowed us to play all fixtures 
on their greens.
The new clubhouse was completed in time for 
the 2009 season and on  March 7th 2009 the 

Mayor of Woking, Councillor Peter W. Ankers, 
formally opened the new clubhouse. The 
pavilion is now used all year round, for bowling 
in the summer season (April to September) 
and for social events during the winter.
Horsell is a thriving club and we welcome new 
members to join us. We are very easy to find 
in Queen Elizabeth Gardens, High Street, 
Horsell, next to the Village Hall and opposite 
The Crown.
This year we are holding our Open Day on 
Saturday 14th April between 9.45am and 
11.30am. This is the ideal time for novice and 
experienced bowlers to try out their bowling 
skills. Come along to meet our six qualified 
coaches, play bowls, have a chat and a coffee 
and see how you get on. All equipment will be 
provided, just wear flat shoes. Further details 
from Tricia on 01483 760170 or tricia.horsell.
bowls@gmail.com
Tricia Nigh

HORSELL BOWLING CLUB

TRADING IN SURREY FOR OVER 40 YEARS

www.rsmdomesticappliances.com

First choice for 
domestic appliance
repairs and service

Call 01483 539531

• Fixed call-out
• Fast response

• Built-in / freestanding machines

The new clubhouse. Photo: Tricia Nigh.

The 2017 winning team in the men v ladies annual challenge.  
Photo: Tricia Nigh.
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WHAT’S ON

March
Saturday 10th (and 2nd Saturday each month)
9.30am – Woodlanders Working Party – 
Improving Horsell’s outdoor spaces*. For details  
call 01483 767980.
Sunday 11th 
10am – Conservation Volunteer Woking Party – 
Help Horsell Common Preservation Society 
improve the Common. Sandy Track carpark. 
Call 01483 489581 for more details.
Wednesday 14th (and every Wednesday)
10am – Weekly Walk – Meet outside the Beijing 
Restaurant on the High Street at 9.50am. Everyone 
welcome. Call 01483 767980 for more details.
Saturday 17th
10am – Litter Pickers – Normally meet at Queen  
Elizabeth Gardens*. Equipment provided. All welcome. 

Sunday 18th (and third Sunday each month)
10am – Messy Church – Family friendly creative 
fun at Trinity Methodist Church on Brewery Road.
Saturday 24th
11am-12.30pm – Hearts and Minds: the Untold 
Story of the Great Pilgrimage and How Women 
Won the Vote – Surrey Heritage at Surrey History 
Centre, Goldsworth Road, Woking. 01483 518737.
Monday 26th (and last Monday each month)
7.30pm – Horsell Book Group – In the bar at 
the Red Lion. All welcome. Also on Facebook.
Tuesday 27th (and fourth Tuesday each month)
8pm – Horsell Village WI – Monthly meeting at 
Horsell Village Hall. For details call 01483 760436.
Thursday 29th (and last Thursday each month)
7.30pm – Woking Gardening Club – Monthly 
meeting at Salvation Army Church.

One of Horsell’s Traditional Noticeboards The Online Version of a Community Noticeboard
– at horsell.interests.me

Promote your events online
Our new What’s On feature is powered by the horsell.interests.me website. The website brings together local events, 
activities and announcements from local groups, and organises events in a calendar format. 
To make sure your event or activity features here in The Resident, and online, in information emails, and on local social 
media too, either email Helen at helen@interests.me before noon on 6th May with events for May, June and July, or share 
your events directly on the website.

Photos: Helen Cammack 

Sign up to Horsell’s weekly community email
Join hundreds of Horsell residents who have already signed up to receive a weekly email about what’s going on with local groups. 
You’ll receive the latest on all forthcoming events every Friday morning, and you can unsubscribe at any time. You can sign up 
by going online to horsell.interests.me – and if you have events or activities to promote, or announcements to make, you can also 
register as an organisation to update a local audience every week.
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April
Thursday 5th (and first Thursday each month)
1.45pm – Horsell Afternoon WI – This month: Florence  
Nightingale – A Talk by Paul Writtle – at Horsell 
Village Hall. Call 01483 599799 for more details.
Saturday 7th (and first Saturday each month)
9.30am – Who Let the Dads Out? – St Mary’s 
Church, St. Andrew’s Room. Bring a child.
Thursday 12th (and all second Thursdays)
8pm – Second Thursday Club – Horsell’s 
famous community meeting, at the Horsell Hub 
(old Seymours), 93 High Street*. All welcome.
Saturday 14th (and all second Saturdays)
9.30am – Woodlanders Working Party 
– Improving Horsell’s outdoor spaces*. 
For details call 01483 767980.
Saturday 14th 
11am – Woking Debates – ‘What is the 
Future of Work?’ with speaker from Unison. 
Christ Church, Jubilee Square, Woking.
20th-29th
Literary Festival – at the Lightbox, just over the 
canal in Woking. Various events including talks.
Saturday 21st
7.30pm – 60th Anniversary Concert – Epworth 
Choir, who rehearse in Horsell, sing Vaughan 
Williams at Holy Trinity Church, Guildford.

May
Monday 7th
Horsell Scout & Guide Grand May Fayre 
– to be held on Wheatsheaf Common*.

June
Saturday 23rd & Sunday 24th
Horsell Garden Safari – when many of Horsell’s  
gardens are open to the public*

July
Sunday 1st
Picnic on the Green – Horsell’s informal 
outdoor community picnic, with musical 
entertainment, outside the Cricketers*
Saturday 21st
Horsell Village Show – save the date 
for the biggest event of the year!*
*Check horsell.interests.me for details closer to the date

Spotlight on Yoga  
and Pilates in Horsell
We are lucky to have so many classes in the 

Horsell area – all featured on the horsell.interests.
me website. Remember to contact the organiser 

before turning up, as classes may be fully booked.

Mondays
12.30pm – Pilates – Karma Yoga and Pilates (with  
Shweta) – Trinity Methodist Church   
7.45pm – Vinyasa Flow Yoga – Jenny Boyes  
Yoga – Horsell Village Hall

Tuesdays 
6.30pm – Vinyasa Flow Yoga – Just Love Yoga  
(with Claire Berghorst) – Goldsworth Park Primary 
8.30pm – Pilates – First Dance Studios 
(with Sian Whittington) – Heather Farm

Wednesdays 
9.30am – Ashtanga Vinyasa Yoga – Adiyog 
Yoga and Wellbeing – Horsell Village Hall
7.30pm – Hatha Yoga – Claire Weatherley Yoga  
– Goldsworth Park
8pm – Karma Yoga – Karma Yoga and Pilates 
(with Shweta) – Woking High School 
8pm – Hatha Yoga – Susan’s World of 
Yoga (with Susan) – Heather Farm

Thursdays 
9.30am – Yoga – Yoga with Julie – Trinity  
Methodist Church
9.45am – Hatha / Vinyasa Flow Yoga – Pure 
Divine Yoga (with Lizzie) – Horsell Village Hall

Fridays 
10.30am – Pilates – First Dance Studios (with Erica  
Malcolmson) – WAITLIST ONLY – Heather Farm

Saturdays
7.30am – Ashtanga Mysore Yoga – Just Love Yoga 
(with Claire Berghorst) – Goldsworth Park Primary

Full-time / part-time Nursery
sessions available

2 small classes in each year
group - Reception to Year 6

Before and after School
Care available.

Preparing for a happy,
healthy & successful life

Please contact our Registrar to arrange your visit
registrar@halstead-school.org.uk  |  01483 772682

Halstead Educational Trust Ltd: Charity No 270525, Registered in England 1224089

Halstead Preparatory School
Woodham Rise, Woking,
Surrey GU21 4EE

www.halstead-school.org.uk

PREPARATORY SCHOOL FOR
GIRLS AGED 2 – 11 YEARSbeginning

a bright

‘E
XCELLENT’

IN
 EVERY A

SPECT

(IS
I I

nspectio
n)

minibusserviceavailable

HAL_HOR_RES_190wx66h.qxp_Layout 1  02/02/2018  20:01  Page 1



Page 10     The Resident – Spring 2018

HORSELL HAPPENINGS

We’re starting work on the 2019 Horsell 
calendar and need your help! We’d love to see 
your photos. What we’re looking for is anything 
to do with Horsell. Here are some ideas:
• Our village through the seasons.
•  Something more abstract – maybe an artistic 

shot of the Benstead’s petrol pumps for 
example.

•  Flora or fauna from the common or elsewhere 
in Horsell or maybe frost on a leaf.

•  Shots from Horsell activities – perhaps a 
winning vase of flowers from the Village 
Show?

•  Shots of beautiful houses or buildings in 
Horsell – or parts of them.

•  Photos of artwork depicting Horsell – but if 
you are not the person who made the art you 
need to ask permission of the artist.

There are a few rules. Remember that the 
photos in the calendar are almost square 
- so your photo would need to look good in 
that shape. We’ve been sent some fabulous 
photos in the past that just don’t look right 
when converted to that format.
The full-size photos need to be taken at high 
resolution (a file size of at least 1Mb) so they 

will look good in the calendar. Please send 
your photos to the email address below by 
20th April 2018.
Do you have a major event in 2019 that you 
would like to be included in the calendar? We 
already include such events as the Village 
Show and Horsell Christmas Market, but do 
let us know if there’s anything major we have 
missed in previous calendars. Please email us  
with your ideas by 20th April, email address below.
Thanks for your help!
Lizzie Judson 
Contact: horsellcalendar@horsellresidents.com

Your photo or event could appear in the 2019 Horsell Calendar!
Calendar 2018. Photo: Caroline Hughes. Photo: Lloyd Moss. Photo: Caroline Hughes.

FWCH Charity Quiz Evening 
Support your local Woking Community Hospital   

23rd March 2018 
7pm Horsell Village Hall 

All welcome teams of 6-8 

 

£10pp entry includes delicious Ploughmans 

Bring your own drinks 

 RAFFLE WITH GREAT PRIZES 
All proceeds to The Friends of Woking Community Hospital  

Reg Charity 261396 

Quiz Master Barry Luckham 

Contact for tickets email:- anne_luckham@hotmail.com Tel 01483 714018 

 



The Resident – Spring 2018    Page 11

Calling all past and present members of Woking Rotaract and Rotary!
Most Horsell locals have heard of the Rotary 
Club, whose members do excellent charity 
work around the community, but did you know 
there’s also a local Rotaract Club, the younger 
group for 18-30 year olds? 
Woking Rotaract has been around for many 
years, but the membership has grown in the 
last few months with more people joining 
and enjoying helping the local community. 
Rotaract gets involved in charity work 
alongside the Rotary Club but we also have 
the social side of things, with fun for all the 
members at meetups such as: trips to theme 

parks, board game nights, day trips to London 
and Brighton, and much more. These are just 
some of the things we do! If you are interested 
in joining the club, search for our group, 
Woking Rotaract, on meetup.com, which is for 
people in Woking and the surrounding areas.
Woking Rotaract is celebrating its 40th 
Anniversary this June as it was first chartered 
back in 1978! We are hosting a special event 
to celebrate and want to invite all past and 
present members of any Rotary or Rotaract 
Club to come and join us. The event will 
take place from 6pm on 16th June at the H. 

G. Wells Conference and Events Centre in 
Woking town. There will be a three-course 
meal, entertainment and the chance to meet 
many old and new friends. Tickets are £35 
per person, so if you are interested, or know 
anyone who may be interested, then please 
email us at: rotaractwoking@gmail.com for a 
booking form. 
We very much hope to see some of you at 
our next meeting or at our event and we look 
forward to welcoming you.
Kaitlin Banks

The Friends of Woking Community Hospital 
started in our present form with the closure 
of the Victoria Hospital and the building of the 
present Community Hospital. 
The Friends have in our constitution the 
objective “to relieve patients and former 
patients of the Woking Community Hospital 
and other invalids in the community ... and, 
generally, to support the charitable work of the 
said Hospital”. Although rather old fashioned 
the wording does reflect the wide range of 
support given by FWCH. We routinely provide 
smaller items to improve the patients’ stay, 
such as newspapers and televisions in the 
rooms. Also, the Friends decorate the whole 
hospital at Christmas time. In recent years, 
we have funded wetrooms replacing the old 
hoists and baths. 
More recently the Bedser Hub was created 

largely funded from a legacy given to the 
Friends for just such a major project. The 
Bedser Hub is a new unit pioneering the care 
of the frail and elderly, with multidisciplinary 
teams of medical specialists. This enables 
the patients to receive preventive rather than 
reactive care. We are enormously proud to be 
associated with this ground-breaking facility 
which has already improved the lives of 
patients with multiple medical problems.
All this needs funds! Our income comes from 
our subscriptions, donations and events. 
This year we are holding a quiz night on 23rd 
March, sponsored by local companies, with 
food included, at Horsell Village Hall. Please 
see the poster for full details and how to enter!
Jon Allan – please see www.fwch.org.uk for 
more information

All are welcome to help maintain our green 
spaces on the second Saturday of each 
month. You only need basic gardening skills 
and the desire to chat to others while working 
on local projects. Tea and cake provided!
If you take a walk up the hill behind the 
Village hall and walk into Pares Woodland 
Garden this spring, you might spot blue tits, 
squirrels and blackbirds and see snowdrops, 
primroses, daffodils, wood anemones and 
bluebells and enjoy sitting peacefully on the 
logs. The view over Horsell is great from up 
there. Stroll down Pares Close and wander 
into the churchyard which is equally beautiful. 
Perhaps you could be persuaded to help in 
both these lovely places?
Our programme this spring (all 9.30am to 
12pm):
Saturday 10th March: Pares Woodland 
Garden. General maintenance and spreading 
wood chippings onto the paths
Saturday 14th April: Horsell Village Hall Car 
Park. Weeding the car park area

Saturday 12th May: Horsell Footpath 
clearing, exact footpaths to be decided.
Saturday 9th June: St Mary’s Churchyard, 
meet by the shed. The churchyard really 
needs the help of all our community. It is a 
very peaceful environment in which to work.  
Register with Horsell.interests.me for a 
weekly reminder of where we are and what 
we’re doing.
Caroline Hughes

The Friends of Woking Community Hospital  

Horsell Woodlanders 

Raising funds for WCH with a plant sale.  
Photo: Jon Allan.

TRADING IN SURREY FOR OVER 50 YEARS

rsmdomesticappliances.com
High Street, Knaphill, Woking Call 01483 475000
Also in Bookham and Ashtead

Visit your local showroom or buy online at rsmdomesticappliances.com

Friendly, local advice and 
service with online prices
As part of the Euronics network, RSM 
now o� er an online sales facility ensuring 
internet competitive prices combined with 
our usual friendly and e�  cient service!

SUPPORT
YOUR

LOCAL
SHOP!

We’re also good at coffee and cake! 
Photo: Caroline Hughes.

Woodlanders. Photo: Caroline Hughes.
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HORSELL CHRISTMAS 2017

Horsell  
Christmas 

Market
The day was cold but the welcome was warm! 
Volunteers braved the weather to put up and 
decorate gazebos with tinsel, balloons and 
lights to provide a festive atmosphere. We 
welcomed 25 stall holders to Horsell to tempt 
us with a wide range of beautiful objects and 
culinary delights. From samosas to hot dogs, 
cakes to bread, and roast chestnuts to mulled 
wine; all contributed nicely to the Christmas spirit.
There was a huge range of different gifts to 
buy including glassware, greetings cards and, 
importantly given the temperature, woolly 
hats. The Christmas mood was kept buoyant 
by great music from choirs, a ukulele band 
and the Salvation Army brass band. At the end 
of the day we all enjoyed a carol sing-along. 
Santa even popped by to hand out presents to 
the children. It really was a fun day. 

Horsell Traders and the 
Christmas market
The Christmas market could not have 
happened without the combined efforts of the 
Second Thursday Club, the Horsell Traders, 
the stall holders and the musicians.
Sponsorship from the Horsell Traders made 
it possible for the Second Thursday Club to 
decorate the High Street with illuminated 
Christmas trees above the shops. Many 
traders decorated their shop windows and 
brightened up the High Street. It was great 
to see so many setting up their own stalls 
outside their shops. Princes produced 
their juicy beef burgers and Masala Spice 
their magical samosas. Delighted children 
emerged from Seymours transformed into 
butterflies by the professional face painter. 
John at The Crown had made a special cart 
to roast and sell chestnuts and The Cricketers 
raised £1235 for Woking and Sam Beare 
Hospices by selling mulled wine and mince 
pies. Outside Studio 101, Kelly, the owner 
of the hairdresser’s shop, had placed a very 
large chair under a gazebo. Soon we heard 
a hand bell ringing and along the High Street 

came Father Christmas himself! He soon 
made himself comfy in Kelly’s chair, and gave 
presents to children. He even had to restock! 
Voluntary donations amounted to £215 which 
Kelly donated to the British Lung Foundation. 
The RSPCA welcomed some canine visitors 
who were very popular. Many businesses 
displayed an odd object in their shop window 
so that children could go on an ‘I Spy’ trail. 
Jazz in The Crown gave a final flourish to all 
the High Street activities.
We give a very big thank you to all the Traders.

Christmas Trees
We collected 23 Christmas Trees (thank you 
Paul from HCPS for helping with these prickly 
logistics) and trimmed and decorated them 
with tinsel and lights so they could decorate 
our High Street. Thank you to the big group 
of volunteers for this important and fun task, 
and for helping to clean Horsell Scout HQ 
where we did the work in the warmth. Then at 
4pm the evening before the Horsell Christmas 
Market, the lights had to be switched on with 
their timers. Perhaps you noticed a 25 minute 
delay from the first tree to light up to the last? 
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That shows the time it took to move the ladder, 
climb up and down and move on! The lights 
were then on every evening until January 6th  
when another team of volunteers had to take  
everything down, pack the decorations away  
until next year and recycle the trees. Eventually 
they will find their way onto a log fire.

Horsell Scouts and Guides
Thank you to Horsell Scouts and Guides 
for letting us use your rooms for the tree 
decorating and for hanging out the gazebos to 
dry. Dick and Nigel deserve a special thanks 
for their help in transporting tables and chairs 
and helping with all that carrying.

Thanks all round
So it’s a huge thank you to all involved: the stall 
holders the traders, the Scouts and Guides, 
all at St Mary’s church, the Evangelical 
Church, the Schools’ PTA, the musicians 
and all the volunteers without whose help, 
goodwill and muscle power we couldn’t have 
managed. Finally, thank you to everyone who 
came along and joined in the fun. Put the 
date for next year’s events in your diary now: 
December 1st 2018.
Caroline Hughes and Lizzie Judson

A selection of photos from the festivities. Photos: Caroline Hughes.
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HORSELL HISTORY: HORSELL’S WOMEN’S INSTITUTES

The Women’s Institute (WI) movement was founded in 1897 in Stoney 
Creek, Ontario, Canada, the first in the United Kingdom being at 
Llanfair P.G. (we will spare you the 58 letters of its full name!). The 
initial aims in the UK were to revitalise local communities and, with the 
First World War breaking out, to encourage women to produce more 
food both on the land and in the kitchen. Betchworth, Brockham Green 
and South Park (Reigate) were the first Surrey WIs being formed in late 
1916, the Surrey WI Federation being formed in 1918. The Federation 
is thus marking its centenary with a number of events throughout the 
coming year. 
Horsell’s first WI was founded in November 1922 and its activities can 
be traced through the minutes of Horsell Parish Hall (now Village Hall) 
and reports in Horsell Parish Magazine and the local press. At the  
inaugural meeting in the Parish Hall 39 ladies were present. By the next 
month, 94 had signed up. The annual subscription was 2s (10p) a year 
with tea at 2d (under 1p) a head. Over the years there were talks and 
demonstrations on upholstery, fruit bottling, glove making, millinery and 
embroidery. Competitions, always a feature of WIs, were held from the  
second meeting and the Horsell Afternoon WI still holds one every month.
Other activities were a choir, formed by January 1924, when Nancy 
Leigh, who some will remember as owner of the bookshop in Chapel 
Street, sang several solos. In July that year the choir showed a shield 
that they had won at the Surrey Music Festival, a feat repeated the 
following year and in 1927. 
By 1926 membership had reached 126 and there were Morris dancing 
classes and a drama class had performed scenes from As You Like It. 

Eggs and vegetables were collected for Woking Victoria Hospital, and 
members were asked to implement the anti-litter resolution from the 
1925 AGM. In 1927 members were asked to bring ingredients for the 
Christmas puddings for the hospital. That year they moved to the cosier 
downstairs hall of the Parish Hall.
Through the 1930s there are several references to relations with the 
Parish Hall, and its other users, including the Men’s Club, who objected 
to the WI using their billiard table for refreshments, and the Electric 
Company who refused permission for an oven for cookery demonstra-
tions to be powered through the lighting circuit. On the other hand, 
while often critical of heating provision and accommodation, the WI 
had help with funding the re-wiring and heating of the hall. In 1933 the 
WI expanded its contribution to the Music Festival by adding a mouth 
organ band to its choral input, and received praise that “everything they 
did was well done”. 
During World War II the WI were charged 10d (4p) an hour to use the 
kitchen for the national effort to preserve fruit. Concerts, whist drives 
and talks continued throughout the war.  
Post-war there was considerable expansion of the WIs in Horsell, and 
the branch names are somewhat confusing. In October 1963 a new 
branch initially named Horsell Evening WI was formed, meeting at 
first in the Scout Hut and the Cricket Pavilion before moving to the 
Village Hall. There were further developments in February 1971 when 
Horsell Village Evening WI was founded. Although  press reports at 
the time also refer to it variously as ‘Horsell Village WI’, ‘Horsell Village 
(Evening) WI’, it was not the same as Horsell Evening WI, as that 
institute gave the fledgling new branch a grant of £10. By the next year 
the cumbersome title had definitely been established as ‘Horsell Village 
WI’, and these ladies still meet in the now Village Hall in the evening of 
the 4th Tuesday of each month. 
The original Horsell WI that formed in Nov 1922 changed its name to 
‘Horsell Afternoon WI’ and closed in January 1987, having found that 
their numbers were declining. A few years later the Horsell Evening WI 
began to find it more convenient for members to meet in the afternoons 
and from 1999 reconstituted themselves as ‘Horsell Afternoon WI’, 
gathering in the afternoon of the first Thursday of each month. Thus 
the current WIs are Horsell Village WI and Horsell Afternoon WI, both 
of which enjoy talks and social activities, but without choirs, drama 
groups, or even mouth organ bands. 
For further details, please contact: Alison Evans (765570 or 
amevans705@gmail.com) for the Afternoon WI and Sheila Tickner 
(760783) for the Village WI.
Richard and Rosemary Christophers
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Friday 9th March

Friday 11th May 

9am – 11am
 

No appointment necessary.

~ Developing potential for life ~

Church Hill House, Horsell, Woking, 
Surrey GU21 4QW
Telephone: 01483 760943
www.st-andrews.woking.sch.uk
Reg. Charity No. 297580 ~ Established to promote 
and provide for the advancement of  education

INDEPENDENT DAY SCHOOL FOR GIRLS & BOYS AGED 3-13

Because your child deserves to be 

happy
A positive attitude towards learning  
that lasts a lifetime.

‘Excellent’ in all areas - ISI Inspection 2016

Computer Repairs,
Upgrades & Advice

Need Help? Call Mike
Tel: 07505 100386

Office: 01483 830200
Over 37 years computing experience

�  Computer Crashing/Virus?
�  Problem with iPad or Tablet
�  Computer Running Slow?
�  Broadband, Internet, LAN or Network Problems?
�  Supporting Home and Office
�  Help with most things Technical
�  No Fix No Fee

Apple, Windows, Linux, Raspberry Pi,

Networking, Wireless LAN, Internet, Software

£10 Discount for new customers with this advert
www.thecomputervan.co.uk
Email: mike.sheldon@thecomputervan.co.uk

Immediate Quotations 
Competitive FIXED Prices 
RICS Homebuyer Reports 

Building Surveys 
RICS Registered Valuers 
All Types of Buildings 

Over 30 Years Experience of Surveying Over 30 Years Experience of Surveying 
in the Woking area 

A
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HORSELL HISTORY: HORSELL’S WOMEN’S INSTITUTES
A. A depiction of Benstead’s Garage stitched for  
a large wall hanging in Surrey WI headquarters to  
commemorate the 75th anniversary of the Surrey  
Federation of WIs.
B. 1988 banner of the Evening WI to commemorate  
its 25th anniversary. Displayed at Horsell Church  
Flower Festival probably in that year. 
C. The Village WI stall at the 1995 church fete in 
the garden of the then vicarage, showing its banner.
D. Village WI jumble sale in the parish hall 1987.
E. Horsell WI banner from The Lightbox Collection
Photos: all from Horsell Village WI photo albums.

Acknowledgements and sources:  
The Lightbox for the image of the early banner
Tony Noel ‘The first hundred years, 1907-2007: 
Horsell Parish Hall… Horsell Village Hall’ (2007)
Surrey History Centre:

• Ref 8075: Records of Horsell Parish Hall, 
• Ref 8357: Records of Horsell Institute and  

Parish Hall
• Ref 7650/61, 62: Records of the Horsell WIs

Scrapbook and photograph albums of the  
present Horsell Village WI, by kind permission  
of Sheila Tickner
Notes on the early days of WIs in Horsell complied  
by Linda Oliver, Hon Archivist of the Surrey  
Federation of WIs.  
British Newspaper Archive 
Note – Molly Brett’s painting for a WI market 
stall appeared in the winter 2017 issue of 
‘The Resident’ in our article on Molly Brett.

Trusted dental care since 1954

Sheena Lalani  
and Associates 

Member of the ‘Good Practice Scheme’ 
denoting highest standards as judged 

by the British Dental Association

Our services include:  
• Full range of family dental care  
• Cosmetic dentistry  
• Professional tooth whitening  
• Tooth coloured fillings  
• Veneers, crowns and bridges  
• Hygienists providing preventive care  
• Currently taking on new patients  
• Sympathetic care for the nervous/anxious  
• Practice Care Plans available 
• In-house emergency cover provided

T H E  F A M I LY  YO U  
C A N  T U R N  T O...  

Seven generations of our family have 
been helping and advising local families 

in their time of need. 

For over 230 years we have been 
providing funerals, both modest and 

traditional, with care and compassion.

WOKING 

48-54 Goldsworth Road GU21 6LE 
01483 768942

YOUR LOCAL FUNERAL DIRECTORS
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