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A word from the Editor
Greetings...

What a strange few months it’s been weather-
wise! Since the last magazine where I was full 
of the promise of spring, we’ve had snow and 
heatwaves. I do hope that you’ve all been out 
and taken some amazing photos of Horsell 
as I’m always on the lookout for these for the 
magazine, especially the front cover. Just email 
them to me at the address below.

Thanks to Matt Robson for the snap of the Adams 
Axeman showing his skills and defiance of the 
elements while the rest of us were sheltering 
from the blazing sun and trying to work out if we 
had the energy to get another ice lolly. I hope 
that you enjoyed the marvellous day out put on 

for us by the Horsell Scouts and Guides, there are more photos of the day on page 11.

We just about got away with the weather for the inaugural Horsell Garage Sale Trail. Over 
40 households  joined in with sales and many of us ambled around our village eating cakes 
and picking up bargains. From my intense analysis, I conclude that we have some very 
good bakers around the village. I hope that they all think about entering the Village Show 
as there’s still time. More details about that on page 6.

There’s plenty to get involved with in the coming months. For those who didn’t eat as 
much cake as I did at these events, you might like to enter the Woking Lions fun run 
through Horsell Common. It’s in aid of local charities including the Woking and Sam Beare 
Hospices. Of course, if the cake is an issue you can always go and cheer the runners on. 
That and other events are listed on pages 8 and 9.

If you prefer a slower pace, why not visit the 
villagers who open their gardens up as part 
of the Garden Safari? This year, there’s also 
going to be a Flowerpot Festival, so plenty of 
opportunity for creativity and fun all around 
the village. For a slower pace still, come to 
the Picnic on the Green in July. Details for all 
these events are in these pages. I hope that 
you enjoy a packed summer in Horsell. And 
the cake that’s bound to be part of it.

Lucy

The Resident print magazine: Editor – email: theresidenteditor@gmail.com

Advertising: email: theresidentads@gmail.com

Advertising deadline for the autumn magazine: noon Sunday 25th July 2018

NEXT ISSUE: Autumn 2018 
Got something to say or taken a great photograph – maybe one that could be our next front cover? 
Articles and photographs about our village are welcomed from our whole community. Just email in to the 
residenteditor@gmail.com by the deadline. 
Article deadline for the autumn magazine: noon Sunday 5th August 2018. 

Inaugural flowerpot festival. Credit: Chris Goodman.

Horsell sale trail saw the Bromleys taking 
furniture for a walk. Photo: Lucy English.
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Keeping in Touch – Data Protection
No doubt your email inbox and post have been busy with 
organisations asking you to confirm that they can keep in touch with 
you. This activity is prompted by changes to legislation that came 
into effect on 25th May with the introduction of the European General 
Data Protection Regulation (GDPR). This enhanced legislation not 
only affects the way that Horsell Residents’ Association keeps in 
touch with you, members of Horsell Residents’ Association and all 
our volunteers, but also what information we hold. Therefore we are 
introducing a few changes:
1. The membership form has been updated to change the details 

we request from you and for your consent to receive emails
2. We will be directly contacting all members to confirm their details 

and email preferences
3. We are asking all who currently receive our emails to sign up to 

a new list at hra.interests.me
You should have heard from us before you received this copy of The 
Resident but if not please get in touch at info@horsellresidents.com.
To keep up to date with news and information why not visit hra.
interests.me and  select Join.

Horsell Hub, an idea before its time?
Following input from yourselves and through The Horsell Village Wire 
on Facebook two surveys were used to gather details of the interest 
for this proposal. These were available online and as printed copies 
from our friends at Costcutter. One survey asked how the space might 
be used and the other gathered details of the all-important team of 
volunteers, essential to run this proposed 
community space.
The results showed there was support for 
a central space like this however there 
were insufficient volunteers for the key 
operational roles during weekday hours. 
Reluctantly we have had to accept that 
we cannot take the hub proposal forward 
at this time.
I want to thank all those that helped 
to shape the idea and Lloyd Moss at 
Seymours of Horsell for his generous 
offer of the premises and his patience 
during this process.

Can you help The Resident?
Keeping this quarterly magazine vibrant and relevant relies on the 
continued contributions from yourselves and takes a lot of work 
from Lucy our editor and the editorial review team. This magazine 
is funded through subscriptions from advertisers and we need some 
further assistance in this area. If you feel you can help with the 
process of managing the adverts and advertisers please get in touch 
at theresidentads@gmail.com.

AGM – Friday 15 June from 7.15pm 
– Horsell Village Hall
Please join us for our AGM. Following our formal business will we 
have an update on activities. You will have the opportunity to ask 
questions of us and hopefully the team of Woking Councillors. The 
charity Horsell Calendar for 2019 will be available to purchase with 
another new selection of images. This year our guest speaker will 
be Rachel Woodman, the new Senior Ranger from Horsell Common 
Preservation Society. Rachel will provide an update on changes on 
Horsell Common, including the further volunteering opportunities she 
has helped to introduce.

HORSELL RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION LTD
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the 13th Annual General Meeting of the 
Company will be held at The Village Hall, High Street, Horsell, Woking GU21 
4SS on Friday 15 June 2018 at 7:30pm for the following purposes:- 
1. Apologies for absence. 
2. Minutes of the 12th AGM of Horsell Residents’ Association Ltd 
3. Matters arising. 
4. Chairman’s report.
5. Treasurer’s report.
6. Election of Directors.
7. Election of members to the Committee.
8. Any other relevant business. 
9. Guest Speaker: Rachel Woodman, Senior Ranger – Horsell Common 
Preservation Society
BY ORDER OF THE BOARD
REGISTERED OFFICE: 
Birch House, Horsell Birch, Horsell, Woking, Surrey GU21 4XD
Note: A member entitled to attend and vote at the above meeting is entitled to 
appoint one or more proxies to attend and vote instead of him. A proxy need 
not be a member of the Company.
Robin Hoyle

VIEW FROM THE CHAIR
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Horsell Flowerpot Festival
When: 23rd June to 17th August
Where: All around the village
Cost: Absolutely free!
Workshop: Monday 18th June 5.00pm – 7.00pm, 
St Mary’s Church
This year HRA’s Second Thursday Club are holding a Flowerpot 
Festival in and around Horsell.
It’s simple and free to enter, just make a flowerpot creation, display 
it in your front garden, shop window, forecourt. Take a photo and 
maybe put it on The Horsell Wire Facebook page. Once we have a 
number of wonderful creations we will pull together a trail map so that 
everyone can have a stroll around the village to spot and enjoy them.

Some of the Horsell schools and  
St Mary’s Church are involved, and many  
of the traders are already planning  
something exciting for their windows or forecourts.
The Crown will be displaying an amazing feature creation to kick 
things off and help inspire everyone to join in! What will it be?
Seymours are also enthusiastic about being a part of the festival and 
are assisting with the advertising.
Stuck for ideas?... come along to out free workshop where we will 
give you some tips and demonstrate how to put them together. No 
need to book – just drop in anytime Monday 18th June 5.00pm – 
7.30pm St Andrew’s Room, St Mary’s Church 
For more information about the festival please go to https://hra.
interests.me 
If you have any questions, want to be involved, need some 
flowerpots or have flowerpots to spare email secondthursdayclub@
horsellresidents.com
Nancy Randall

HORSELL SUMMER FUN 
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Alan Greenwood & Sons 
 

Independent Family Funeral Directors 
 

5, The Parade 
Frimley,  

Camberley 
GU16 7HY 

01276 684 650 
 

1 Anchor Hill,  
Knaphill,  
Woking  

GU21 2HL 
01483 487889 

 

2 Aldershot Road 
Woodbridge Hill 

Guildford 
GU2 8AF 

01483 567845 
 

14 Guildford Road 
Bagshot 

GU19 5JH 
01276 473 707 

 
 

Mimbridge Garden Estate 
Station Road 

Chobham 
GU24 8AR 

01276 858363  
 

66 Send Road 
Send,  

Woking 
GU23 7EU 

01483 210 222  
 

Visit Our Website for Full Details of Our Services and to View All Our Local Obituaries 
www.alangreenwoodfunerals.com 

 

Caring and Compassionate Service 24 hours 365 days  
Latest Jaguar or Mercedes Funeral Vehicles  

Golden Charter Pre-paid Funeral Plans  
Home Visit Arrangements  

Everything you would expect from a Funeral Director  
We will not be beaten on price 

Photos: Nancy Randall. Images: Chris Goodman.
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Horsell Garden Safari
When: Saturday 23rd and  Sunday 24th June
Where: Gardens around Horsell
Cost: £7 for all the gardens over the whole 
weekend. Buy your map and schedule from 
traders in the village.
It’s that time again – wander around our village and be amazed at the 
beauty and innovation in Horsell gardens. The schedules are £7 and 
let you into all the gardens over the two days. They are available from 
traders in the village.
The money raised goes towards Horsell Village Hall. Last year we 
managed to replace two of the windows and some curtains as well as 
redecorating. This year more windows need to be replaced. You can 
help by buying a schedule and visiting the gardens.

Many of the residents who open their gardens also put on teas (and 
the obligatory cakes) and exhibitions, so there really is something for 
everyone to enjoy.

Filling the gap
June is the transition from the spring garden, with woodlanders in 
their race to bloom against the tree canopies, to the summer garden 
of swelteringly hot days, clement nights and borders crammed to 
bursting with heady scents. This transition period we refer to as the 
‘June gap’ – the lull before real summer beauties can show off their 
stuff. So what to do if you find your borders a bit flat at this time of 
year? Well there are plants that span the seasons.
Geraniums work marvellously at covering old bulb foliage and can 
bloom from spring into autumn. G. ‘Rozanne’ has been a popular 
choice recently, although I grow its slightly smaller offspring G. ‘Azure 
Rush’ which flowers in sun or partial shade from June to October. 
For shadier spots try G. macrorrhizum ‘Ingwersen’s Variety’ or  
G. nodosum ‘Silverwood’ in dry shade.

For a sultry duo why not try Astrantia major ‘Claret’ teamed with 
Thalictrum aquilegiifolium. Silene fimbriata with its frilly petals will 
also flower now and come autumn the seeds will be popular with 
birds too.
If you don’t have much room then opt for bulbs to plug any gaps. 
Lilium ‘Fairy Morning’ or Allium nigrum both perform now. As does 
Gladiolus communis subsp. byzantinus. Perfectly hardy in this area, 
you won’t need to lift them providing they have good drainage.
More unusual choices filling the interim are Roscoea cautleyoides ‘Early  
Form’, a member of the ginger family, the first roscoea to flower for me  
here at the start of June and continuing for a month with its ivory-lemon 
orchid-like blooms. If you have a large void to fill then you can’t go 
wrong with Calycanthus raulstonii ‘Hartlage Wine’. These underused 
shrubs are very garden worthy with their magnolia-like flowers.
Unfortunately when the plants are growing vigorously, so too are the 
weeds. Keep on top of them with regularly hoeing so they don’t take 
hold and don’t go to seed. You may find yourself mowing the lawn 
once or twice a week now, but if we do get a hot or dry spell then 
raise the height of your mower to avoid stressing the lawn. Try and 
put in stakes for plants that have a tendency to flop before needed as 
putting them in last minute can easily lead to damage of the plant. Top 
heavy blooms such as Peonies need to be staked individually. Many 
of the shrubs that bloomed in the spring can now be pruned.
For more gap fillers or planting tips for your own garden why not visit the 
local gardens opening for the Horsell Garden Safari on the 23rd and  
24th June. Having opened my own garden for this and for the NGS in  
the past I know first-hand what a rewarding experience it can be for  
visitors and garden owners alike. Despite all of the challenging weather  
earlier this year I am sure they will all look marvellous for opening.
Pamela Barden. Local RHS Gold medal winning garden designer

HORSELL SUMMER FUN 

Full-time / part-time Nursery
sessions available

2 small classes in each year
group - Reception to Year 6

Before and after School
Care available.

Preparing for a happy,
healthy & successful life

Please contact our Registrar to arrange your visit
registrar@halstead-school.org.uk  |  01483 772682

Halstead Educational Trust Ltd: Charity No 270525, Registered in England 1224089

Halstead Preparatory School
Woodham Rise, Woking,
Surrey GU21 4EE

www.halstead-school.org.uk

PREPARATORY SCHOOL FOR
GIRLS AGED 2 – 11 YEARSbeginning

a bright

‘E
XCELLENT’

IN
 EVERY A

SPECT

(IS
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n)

minibusserviceavailable

HAL_HOR_RES_190wx66h.qxp_Layout 1  02/02/2018  20:01  Page 1

Photos: Caroline Hughes.

Calycanthus raulstonii ‘Hartlage Wine’.  
Photo: Pamela Barden.

Lilium ‘Fairy Morning’.
Photo: Pamela Barden.
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Horsell Picnic on the Green
When: Sunday 1st July, 11.30am to 4.00pm
Where: The green opposite The Cricketers Pub
Cost: Absolutely free!
Get your picnic baskets out, there’s another opportunity to eat, drink 
and relax in Horsell! Yes, the Picnic on the Green is back.
Relaxing with friends and family on the green, listening to performers, 
sunlight filtering through the leaves, kids playing around, chatter and 
laughter and don’t forget the sandwiches and lemonade. Last year 
we all enjoyed the Picnic on the Green organised by HRA’s Second 
Thursday Club (STC). The weather was perfect and the music was 
great. It was so relaxing and didn’t cost a penny unless you fancied a 
Pimm’s from The Cricketers’ stall. 
You are invited again this year and we have arranged a great line up 
of musical entertainment to entertain throughout the afternoon. 
The performers include: Natural Voices; The Woking Uke Band;  
No December, the vibrant young band with instrumentalists and 
singers; Four, Five Sax, the saxophone quartet who play jazz and  
dance numbers which will make your toes tap; The Surrey Ukeaholics;  
the Woking Flute Choir, melodic and peaceful for a summer’s day; 
and The Average White Chalky Band, a 10-piece band that will keep 
you dancing. 
You can also try out your aeronautical skills by making and flying 
paper planes: the kids were great at this last year.
Car parking is limited so come on foot if possible. All you need to do 
is bring your picnics, blankets and sunhats.
See Horsell.interests.me for more information
Caroline Hughes

HORSELL SUMMER FUN 

Woking U3A Ukes. .

Photos: Lucy English.

The Surrey Ukeaholics. 

Four, Five, Sax. 
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Horsell village show
When: Saturday 21st July, 1.30pm
Where: Horsell CofE Junior School,  
Meadway Drive
Cost: £2 for adults, free for children
Entries: 50p per entry in adult divisions,  
free entries in the under-15 division
Yes, it was a little wet last year, but it was still a great afternoon out. 
It’s due to be even better this year, no matter the weather. Work is 
well underway to ensure another great show in our village.  
Many of you will have already planned your entries for this year, but 
if not you can choose from floral art to vegetables and fruit grown by 
you, photography, various cookery categories to include the Great 
Horsell Bake-Off (un-iced chocolate cakes this year), handicrafts, art, 
novelty and a host of classes for children.
Everyone is welcome to enter – it really is a case of the more the merrier. 
Just make sure that you’ve given in your entry form by Saturday 14th 
July – full details can be found at www.horsellvillageshow.co.uk.
As well as displaying our village’s talents, the Show provides a 
fabulous afternoon of entertainment for all the family. Enjoy the bouncy 
castle, Punch & Judy, face-painting, the juggler, The Chobham Morris 
Men and various games for both adults and children.   
There will be craft stalls, a tombola and a raffle. Speaking of which, 
if you have any unwanted gifts it would be much appreciated if you 
would be kind enough to donate them for prizes. We would also 
welcome your donations of plants for the plant stall, so if you have 
anything potted up we would be glad to have them.
As ever with Horsell, you are guaranteed top class refreshments. 
These will include teas provided by members of St Mary’s Church, a 

Pimm’s stall, burgers, ice creams and cake. Horsell is good at cake. 
Prizes will be presented by local resident Ann Harington, who writes 
as Ann Tilbury in Woking News & Mail and who has lived in Horsell 
for all her life.
Tickets for this great day out are only £2 for adults and free for 
children.
If you are looking for something to do in the evening St Mary’s Church 
are organising a barn dance after the show at 7pm in one of the 
marquees – tickets will be on sale from the church.  

Volunteers needed!
We are appealing for your help with erecting marquees, putting up 
tables, manning the games and selling raffle tickets.
We are also looking for people to help with the very interesting task 
of stewarding for the judges. This simply means accompanying the 
judges as they look at each entry and noting the names of the winners 
and placing stickers on their entry cards.   You will learn a lot and it 
can be great fun too.
If you are able to help please contact Carol Cheesman, Chairman 
of Horsell Village Show on carolc@cheesman.co.uk or call her on 
07836 274801
More information can be found on the show’s website www.
horsellvillageshow.co.uk. If you would like to book a stall please 
contact me soon to ensure a space. You will find a booking form 
online. Schedules will be available in the local shops from around 
mid-June and entries can be dropped into Seymours who are the 
main sponsors of the show.  Thanks to them and the other Horsell 
retailers who have very kindly given us their support and are listed in 
the schedule.
Marion Piper – Secretary, Horsell Village Show 
Tel: 01483 855108

HORSELL SUMMER FUN 

Fun at the Show. Photos: www.horsellvillageshow.co.uk
Photo: Caroline Hughes.
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WHAT’S ON

~ Developing potential for life ~

Church Hill House, Horsell, Woking, 
Surrey GU21 4QW
Telephone: 01483 760943
www.st-andrews.woking.sch.uk
Reg. Charity No. 297580 ~ Established to promote 
and provide for the advancement of  education

INDEPENDENT DAY SCHOOL FOR GIRLS & BOYS AGED 3-13

Because your child deserves to be 

nurtured
A supportive community that nurtures 
individuality, talent and confidence..

‘Excellent’ in all areas - ISI Inspection 2016
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3rd November 

10am – 12noon 

No appointment necessary.

Computer Repairs,
Upgrades & Advice

Need Help? Call Mike
Tel: 07505 100386

Office: 01483 830200
Over 37 years computing experience

�  Computer Crashing/Virus?
�  Problem with iPad or Tablet
�  Computer Running Slow?
�  Broadband, Internet, LAN or Network Problems?
�  Supporting Home and Office
�  Help with most things Technical
�  No Fix No Fee

Apple, Windows, Linux, Raspberry Pi,

Networking, Wireless LAN, Internet, Software

£10 Discount for new customers with this advert
www.thecomputervan.co.uk
Email: mike.sheldon@thecomputervan.co.uk

Immediate Quotations 
Competitive FIXED Prices 
RICS Homebuyer Reports 

Building Surveys 
RICS Registered Valuers 
All Types of Buildings 

Over 30 Years Experience of Surveying Over 30 Years Experience of Surveying 
in the Woking area 

June
Saturday 2nd (and first Saturday each month)
9.30 – 11am – Who Let the Dads Out – St Andrew’s Room, St. 
Mary the Virgin Church, Church Hill. For male carers and their 
0-6 year olds. Bacon rolls, drinks, toys, stories and songs.
Wednesday 6th (and every Wednesday)
10am – Wednesday Weekly Walk – Meet outside 
the Beijing Restaurant on the High Street at 9.50am. 
All welcome. Turn up or call 01483 767980.
Thursday 7th
1.45pm – Highs and Lows of a Stuntwoman’s Life – a talk 
presented by Horsell Afternoon WI, Horsell Village Hall
Saturday 9th
12pm – Horsell Schools’ PTA Summer Fayre –
Horsell CofE Junior School, Meadway Drive,
Saturday 9th (and 2nd Saturday each month)
9.30am - Woodlanders Working Party – Improving 
Horsell’s outdoor spaces. 01483 767980.
Sunday 10th
2pm – Horsell War Memorial Heritage Walk – Free 
walk organised by local historian Iain Wakeford. 
Learn more about soldiers from Woking who fought 
in WWI. Meet at the War Memorial, High Street.
Monday 11th (and second Monday each month)
8pm – Horsell Prepared – All welcome to help make the 
community more resilient to bad weather and emergencies.*
Thursday 14th (and 2nd Thursday each month) 
8pm – HRA’s Second Thursday Club – discuss new 
and existing village initiatives. All welcome.*
Sunday 17th (and third Sunday each month)
10am - Messy Church at Trinity Methodist – Family 
friendly creative fun at the church on Brewery Road.
4pm-5.30pm – Messy Church at St. Mary’s – 
Crafts in the St. Andrew’s Room, a short celebration 
in church, then a shared tea together.
Saturday 23rd and Sunday 24th
Horsell Garden Safari – when many of Horsell’s gardens 
are open to the public. Schedules cost £7 from Costcutter.
Saturday 23rd June (until 17th August)
1st Horsell Flowerpot Festival – Watch out for flowerpot  
creations all around Horsell.*

Monday 25th (and last Monday each month)
7.30pm – Horsell Book Group – In the bar at the Red Lion.  
All welcome. Also on Facebook.
Tuesday 26th (and fourth Tuesday each month)
8pm - Horsell Village WI – Monthly meeting at Horsell Village  
Hall. For details call 01483 760436
Thursday 28th (and last Thursday each month)
7.30pm – Woking Gardening Club – Monthly meeting at  
Salvation Army Church

July
Sunday 1st
11.30am - 4pm – Horsell Picnic on the Green – Horsell’s  
informal outdoor community picnic, with musical entertainment,  
outside the Cricketers*
Saturday 7th
12pm - 9pm – Woking’s Party in the Park – One of the biggest  
events of the year in Woking, at Woking Park. This year’s theme  
is Peace.
Norsworthy’s Open Day with special offers available
Friday 20th 
7.30pm Horsell Community Choir concert St Mary’s Church*
Saturday 21st
1.30pm - 5pm – Horsell Village Show – Held at the Horsell 
CofE Junior School on Meadway Drive, this is the biggest village 
event of the year. Fun for all the family! £2 entry for adults. 
*Check horsell.interests.me for venue and details closer to the date

Sign up to Horsell’s weekly  
community email
Join hundreds of Horsell residents who have already signed 
up to receive a weekly email about what’s going on with local 
groups. You’ll receive the latest on all forthcoming events every 
Friday lunchtime, and you can unsubscribe at any time. Just 
sign up online at Horsell.interests.me. If you have events 
or activities to promote, or announcements to make, you can 
also register as an organisation and post whatever you want 
to be included in the email.
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Woking Lions Fun Run
Lions Clubs International is a non-political service organisation aimed 
at raising funds for local, national and international causes. Its active 
members and volunteers work together to organise projects and events,  
promote talents and new skills at the same time as having fun!   
Assisted by Horsell Scouts, Woking Lions organised the first Fun Run 
on Horsell Common in the summer of 2016. In this first year it just had 
5 and 10 km runs and managed to raise over £1200 for local charities. 
A half marathon was added in 2017 and saw 250 entrants coping 
amazingly well in the considerable heat to raise almost £4000.
There are three runs this year. They start in the attractive surroundings 
of McLaren Park and head into Horsell Common. Two of the runs skirt 
the edge of the well-known sand pits of H. G. Wells fame. The longer 
runs take in the Wetlands Centre. The whole route is ‘off road’ through 
woodland and open fields.
We hope to smash the £4000 barrier this year and so be able to 
give even more to our nominated charties. Funds raised from this 
year’s event will go to: Transform Housing to support its Woking 
properties and residents; Woking and Sam Beare Hospices, towards 
the outstanding ‘new build’ costs; York Road Project, to help them 
look after the many homeless people; and to other local community 
welfare good causes within our area.
Anne Roberts

Horsell Calendar 2019
The Horsell Charity Calendar 2019 has gone to print and next year 
our three charities will be Woking and Sam Beare Hospices, Woking 
Strokeability and St Mary’s Church.
The next edition has some stunning Horsell themed photographs and 
is once again sponsored by Seymours and our many traders along 
the High Street.
Last year we raised £3,000 for our charities – we thank you for your 
support by buying the calendar and hope that you will be purchasing 
the Horsell 2019 calendar when it goes on sale. They will be available 
at the Horsell Village Show for a reduced price of only £6.00 and 
then through nominated traders and the Horsell Christmas Market 
for £7.00.
Nancy Randall

Horsell Community Choir
Horsell Community Choir will once again be hosting a summer concert 
at St Mary’s Church on Friday 20th July 7.30pm. This year the choir is 
collaborating with Top Brass, a local brass quintet led by well-known 
local musician and band leader Paul Harris. There will be an exciting 
programme of music from the band with some playful pieces aimed at 
introducing children to the sounds of the different brass instruments.
The choir, directed by Anna Tabbush, will perform a varied repertoire 
of songs to appeal to all ages, including some traditional folk music 
and some pop, all sung ‘a capella’. Anna has been leading the Horsell 
Community Choir for five years and she continues to inspire choir 
and audiences alike with her beautiful arrangements. This time she 
will be collaborating with Paul to arrange some songs for brass and 
choir together.
Geoff Hughes

Twice weekly walks!
When:  Wednesday walks 9.50am 

Thursday walks 7.20pm
Many of us have enjoyed Wednesday Weekly 
walks since 3rd January. To celebrate the long 
days of summer, we are adding an extra walk 
each week, starting at 7.30pm. The format is the 
same for both days. Meet in Horsell High Street in 
front of the Beijing restaurant 10 minutes before 
the walk is due to start. Everyone is welcome. The 
walks last about 90 minutes at a moderate pace 
with optional drink once back in the High Street.
We would love to have some new walk leaders! 
Please contact c.e.hughes@ntlworld.com
Caroline Hughes

From a Wednesday walk. Photo: Caroline Hughes.

One of the images from the new calendar. 
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HORSELL PREPARED

Your local 
Bosch 

Superstore

TRADING IN SURREY FOR OVER 50 YEARS

The � rst stop for Bosch 
quality appliances 

at online prices

SALES • ADVICE • REPAIRS

Fast, free local delivery. Visit our showroom today!

rsmdomesticappliances.com
High Street, Knaphill, Woking Call 01483 475000
Also in Bookham and Ashtead

ONLINE 
PRICES

Horsell’s ready for anything 
(but we still need you!)

Our emergency incident number:  
01483 380025

Horsell Prepared meetings:  
2nd Monday of every month

After much planning, the Horsell Prepared team is happy to say 
that the new volunteer team to help the village in local emergencies 
launched on 8th May. We’d like to say a big THANK YOU to all 
those who have volunteered and got involved so far. This is just the 
beginning!
What does our launch mean? It means that Horsell Prepared can 
now be called upon by Woking Borough Council in a local emergency 
or incident. We’re actually part of Woking Borough Council’s official 
emergency plan. They are able to contact us and ask whether we 
can provide and manage local volunteers to support them, or the 
emergency services or utilities, in or after an emergency or incident. 
We aim to provide a co-ordinated community response and also 
recovery support from flooding, wildfires, power outages, adverse 
weather and all sorts of other problems once the emergency services 
have left the scene.
Since the planning of this volunteering initiative started in summer 
2017, 80 residents have registered to be contacted as volunteers 
if needed. WOW! But Horsell Prepared is not just about our own 
volunteers. It’s a co-ordinated local resilience network, pulling 
together many groups in the village to create a co-ordinated response 
if required. St. Mary’s Church and Horsell Snow Angels are part of 
the growing network of local groups who can be notified and called 
upon by Horsell Prepared for specific functions. This takes the wider 
network of potential volunteers in Horsell to over 250. It’s good to 
know that we can get people out in an organised way if we need to. 
We hope to add Neighbourhood Watch, Horsell Care, and others to 
our network. To add your name or your organisation to the list, email 
us at horsellprepared@gmail.com.

What will happen if there is an 
emergency? After we are contacted 
by Woking Borough Council, we  
will establish a virtual ‘Control Room’ as the central point of 
communication for volunteers and authorities. We now have 6 people 
who can take on this role if needed. From this control room we’ll send 
text messages to our own volunteers to establish availability to help, 
and also call out other local groups as needed for specific tasks or 
simply with an appeal for more volunteers. Those volunteers able 
to attend will receive a telephone incident briefing before going to 
a defined location. Horsell Prepared will also have an on-site Field 
Co-ordinator to provide further details and instructions to volunteers 
and to help allocate tasks ‘on the ground’.
Communications with the whole village in an emergency will be a 
key part of Horsell Prepared’s role. That’s why we’re setting up a 
recorded answerphone message which will always have the latest 
incident information. You can take a note of this number right now - it 
will be 01483 380025 (the same number as used by Horsell Snow 
Angels on snow days). We’ll be publicising this number on all local 
noticeboards as well as in local magazines and on social media. 
We’ll definitely be making full use of the Horsell Village Wire Facebook 
page to keep the community informed in any emergency, and this is 
where we will also be able to appeal for casual (or ‘spontaneous’) 
volunteers if even more volunteers are needed.
In April we held our first two volunteer induction training sessions 
which were well-attended, with 30 volunteers now being trained on 
how to respond. We are distributing our written guide to all volunteers 
to help them understand our processes, and by the time you read this, 
we will have done our first live test of the technology and processes. 
We’re planning group meetings on the 2nd Monday of each month 
(which anyone interested is welcome to attend), and training 
opportunities throughout the year for volunteers and all village 
residents. See our website - horsellprepared.interests.me - for more 
details of meetings, events and training opportunities coming up.
We always welcome more volunteers, but we are particularly in 
need of a couple of extra Field Co-ordinators who can co-ordinate 
volunteers “on the ground” during an incident. You don’t need to 
commit to being in Horsell all the time, but the more people we have 
who are capable of doing these critical tasks, the more resilient we’ll 
be as a village. Anyone interested should email horsellprepared@
gmail.com to find out more.
Helen Cammack

Some of the Horsell Prepared team, Helen, Nigel, Beryl,  
Malcolm and Alan. Photo: Helen Cammack.

At one of the volunteer induction training events.  
Photo: Helen Cammack.
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MAY FAYRE

Open Day
Saturday 7th July
10.00 - 4.00pm

On the day:
File and paint £12

Free consultations with our aesthetic practitioner 
*Please book in advance*

Offers paid on the day:
• 1hr Reiki £30

• Elemis intro facial £30
• Eyelash tint brow tint and eyebrow shape £30

• 30min Aromatherapy massage £30

Demonstration of new Elemis Tri-Enzyme 
Resurfacing Facial at 1pm

Tel: 01483 727716
info@norsworthys.co.uk

*treatments valid till 1/11/18 and need to be booked and paid for on the day.

10% off

all courses 

& Elemis 

products

20% offall gift vouchers

What a day!
The sun shone in a blue sky and the 40th Horsell Scouts and Guides 
May Fayre on Wheatsheaf Common was celebrated in style with 
the crowds enjoying the day as they relaxed in the record breaking 
temperatures. The Met Office advised that it was the hottest May Day 
for 40 years – so the hottest May Fayre ever!
Everyone was well entertained by Adam and his Axemen, live 
music from the music marquee and the Summerscale dancers, who 
particularly enjoyed not having to dance on cold wet grass for a 
change.
Long queues for the ice cream van, beer tent and food stalls, while 
others browsed the popular book and flower stalls, all meant valuable 
funds for the Horsell Scouts and Guides community.
The traditional Beaver Challenge was won by the Trailblazers Pack, 
whilst BP Cubs pulled impressively to win the tug of war. The 3rd 
Horsell Guides showed mastery of the Guide/Scout competition.
A sincere vote of thanks goes to this year’s sponsors: Seymours 
Estate Agents, Trident Honda, Halstead School, WADP Architects 
and the Victoria Chiropractor Centre, who made all the difference to 
this community event. It would be difficult to stage such a fantastic 
Fayre for the whole family without their support.
Thank you to everyone who helped to make the Fayre such a success 
from the organising committee, to stall helpers and the scouts and 
guide leaders and young people themselves.
Same time, same place next year – see you there.
Kathy Gilbert

All the fun of the Fayre. Photos: Lucy Longley.

Photo:  
Lucy English.
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HORSELL SALE TRAIL 2018

Originally devised as a fun way to re-home unwanted items, maybe 
making some money along the way, Horsell’s inaugural Garage Sale 
Trail saw 40 households set up their stalls along with beautiful crafts 
and a fair amount of cake to sustain shoppers on their way. 
Many sellers used this opportunity to raise awareness and money for 
a favourite charity. Younger villagers showed that they could barter 
and persuade like the greatest teams on ‘Bargain Hunt’. Wayne and 
I intended to just take photos but couldn’t resist the cakes and also 
managed to buy an axe. That was an interesting item to carry around 
the village!
Being the first event of its type put together by HRA’s Second Thursday 
Club, there will always be learning about ways it can be even better 
next time. For example, it appears that roads with more than one 
household taking part received more visitors. We also need to make 
sure that bargain hunters can see the benefit of exploring all of the 
village. Having said that, the vast majority of the feedback has been 
really positive, so watch this space for details of a repeat next year.
Lucy English

Just some of the fun of the trail
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1. Caroline & Geoff
2. Liam & Emily
3. Heather & Hollie
4. Jane
5. Caroline
6. Sarah and Pascal
7. Strawberry quilting
8. Rufus, Viggo & Simon
9. John Allen
10. Paula
11. Robin Hoyle
12.  Lewis, Arlen, Lucal, Emer & cool dude  

in hat
13. Painting with Gill (credit: Gill Allen)
14. The finished pieces (credit: Gill Allen)
15. Charity cupcakes (credit: Becci Ness)
16.  In aid of Cherry Trees 

(credit: Natalie Straker)
17. Woodturning (credit: Mike Tozer)
18. Lucy & Sam
19. Paula Baughen
20. Tony & Sandy Kremer
21. Vicky & Brian Henry

Photos: Lucy English, unless detailed otherwise.
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HORSELL HISTORY: SOUTHCOTE – FROM HOUSE TO HOUSES
Woking “The Inland Bournemouth”?

This is the first of a continuing series about the larger houses of Horsell 
which have now been demolished. The village saw little development 
of ‘gentlemen’s residences’ until the early 20th century, when Woking 
town was also expanding, particularly on land released by the 
Necropolis Company and the Raistrick family.  
The big houses of those years in Woking have fared badly but Horsell 
has been more fortunate. The Church Hill Estate owes its origins to the 
Back family’s buying land from local farmers east of the church as far 
as Kettlewell Hill during the 1880s. John Back was vicar of Horsell from 
1878 to 1884, and had Church Hill House, now St Andrew’s School, 
built for him as a vicarage. He was unmarried but his brother Henry 
and his wife Eliza joined in the hunt for land. The brothers died in 1891 
and Eliza in 1900, leaving between them £332,606 (about £33 million 
in today’s money). 
The estate they accumulated was sold on 18 February 1901 to the 
Horsell Land Company, of 18 Adam Street, London. The company 
started to sell the land as building sites from 17 July 1901, but with 
varying success. Their first advertisement of their sales, hails Woking 
as ‘The Inland Bournemouth’, and subsequent advertisements make 
much of the pinewood, heather-covered commons, views and excellent 
train service. On plans of the plots to be sold, in Church Road, Fletcher 
Road (later Horsell Vale), The Ridgeway and some other proposed 
roads, Southcote, the subject of this article, is already shown as built – 
as a single house, not the road we know today.
Southcote first appears in an advertisement of 1904 when it is offered 
for sale or for rent by the Horsell Land Company itself, who built it by 
‘contract to designs from well-known architects’. The builder is known, 

from his 1907 catalogue, to be William John Drowley of Woking, and 
the architect Theophilus Arthur Allen (1868-1931). Allen designed 
several houses built by Drowley, including Horsell Dene and Meadow 
Lea in The Ridgeway, but most notably The Dome Cinema at Worthing. 
Drowley came to live in Fletcher Road in 1913 but had unwisely taken 
over an ailing carpentry firm and became bankrupt that year, having to 
downsize to Bath Road.
The house in 1904 has mains water, electric light and 1½  acres of 
grounds. On the ground floor are a large lounge hall, drawing room and 
dining room along with servants’ hall, kitchen, pantry, larder, scullery 
and a w.c. On the first floor are four bedrooms, two dressing rooms, a 
bathroom and w.c. and on the top floor four more bedrooms, storage 
and a cistern room. A ‘motor shed or stabling’ can be added. Enquiries 
are to be made of G H Dorrell, 18 Adam Street, London  – the offices of 
the Horsell Land Company.
The first to live at Southcote were James Christian Swanston and 
his wife Ethel, who were there by 19 June 1907. We have records of 
Mrs Swanston advertising for a good plain cook, Church of England, 
abstainer and early riser. James was a merchant and militia officer, but 
the family had left Southcote by 1909, and his marriage was over by 
1914 while James saw service in World War 1.
Next came George Henry Dorrell, whom we have met before. He was 
a barrister, living at Castle House, Castle Road from 1893 to 1905, 
and at 18 Adam Street from 1906 to 1910, but qualifying for a vote as 
owner of Horsell Dene. 1910 sees him as living at Southcote, the house 
being the address for complaints about any damage done during army 
manoeuvres he is running. He is not at home for the 1911 census, 

Trusted dental care since 1954

Sheena Lalani  
and Associates 

Member of the ‘Good Practice Scheme’ 
denoting highest standards as judged 

by the British Dental Association

Our services include:  
• Full range of family dental care  
• Cosmetic dentistry  
• Professional tooth whitening  
• Tooth coloured fillings  
• Veneers, crowns and bridges  
• Hygienists providing preventive care  
• Currently taking on new patients  
• Sympathetic care for the nervous/anxious  
• Practice Care Plans available 
• In-house emergency cover provided

T H E  F A M I LY  YO U  
C A N  T U R N  T O...  

Seven generations of our family have 
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For over 230 years we have been 
providing funerals, both modest and 

traditional, with care and compassion.

WOKING 

48-54 Goldsworth Road GU21 6LE 
01483 768942

YOUR LOCAL FUNERAL DIRECTORS
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HORSELL HISTORY: SOUTHCOTE – FROM HOUSE TO HOUSES
and by 1913 has emigrated to Canada. Probably his abandonment 
of Southcote is due to the bankruptcy of the Horsell Land Company, 
of which Dorrell was a leading light. In 1912 various properties in 
the Church Hill Estate, including Southcote, are up for sale and the 
next year Southcote has been bought for £2350. Later that year the 
receivers of the land company sold Southcote and 31 other large plots, 
with Southcote raising only £1900.
Southcote now enters a more settled period. Francis Evelyn Bray, 
during the war a Lieutenant in the Royal Flying Corps, had bought the 
house by 1916 remaining until 1928, when he moved to Woodham 
Grange. An abortive effort to sell in 1925 mentions 2 reception rooms, 
9 bedrooms and one bathroom, but 2 acres of pleasure grounds. Next 
came Frank Newman, who stayed until 1950.  He was a shipbroker, and 
his daughter was organist at Horsell Church, marrying Rev Frederick 
Tindall there in 1942. Next came Brigadier Colin Browning MC CBE, 
Royal Engineers, who had served in Italy during World War 2, but he 

moved by the next year. The next occupant stayed an equally short 
time, Edgar Morten Bond, a member of the law publishing firm of Shaw 
and Sons. He had previously lived at the Meads, Mount Hermon Road, 
and Castle House but died on 16 July 1953.
So to the last owner of Southcote, Sydney Templeman, who bought 
the house in 1954 for his family and his wife’s parents for £6750 – 
described as in excellent condition, 4 bedrooms (where had the other 
five gone?), 2 bathrooms, delightful drawing room, lounge, dining 
room, modern kitchen, staff suite, grounds, kitchen garden, orchard, 2 
acres in all. He was a barrister, becoming a QC in 1964, a High Court 
judge in 1972, and a distinguished Law Lord in 1982. He and his wife 
and now widowed mother-in-law moved to the Hockering in 1972 since 
Southcote needed too many repairs to justify remaining there. The firm 
of A & J Simmons demolished it and built seven houses, followed by 
three more, in the close which is there now.
Richard and Rosemary Christophers

Acknowledgements to Michael Templeman for photographs of Southcote, Jim Davies for the plan of the present close and a sight of deeds showing some of the 
history of the site. Sources: Ancestry.co.uk, The National Archives IR 58/34446, British Newspaper Archive, Internet links.
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