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A word from the Editor
Greetings...

I’m delighted to be writing on behalf of the new editorial team for The 
Resident! Linda Russell and Sue Waters have volunteered to help me 
collate and edit this magazine and it has been lovely to work with them. 
They have loads of great ideas and, as it’s not just me trying to fit this 
between a full-time job and family life, it is bound to result in a better 
magazine for the village.

However, just because I have Linda and Sue, it doesn’t mean the volunteer 
positions are full – nope, you can’t get away that easily! We have space 
for someone else to join our team and there are plenty of other village 
activities looking for extra bodies and ideas – just read through these 
pages. And if you can’t give your time then perhaps you can give your 
money in the form of a subscription to Horsell Residents’ Association 
(HRA), the body behind so much of what goes on in our village. Have 
a look at new HRA chair Alan Taylor’s piece on page 4 to see why HRA 
subscriptions are needed to ensure that village events can happen. 

It was tricky to put this magazine together as there were so many village 
events to include. Hopefully, this is a sign that we are moving to a better 
place after such difficult times. There are many events planned for next 
year – get those dates in your diaries now. Hopefully, we will also be able 
to hold the Horsell Christmas Market later this year – watch this space!

As we tried to squeeze in all the events that make Horsell such a 
great place to live, we were interested to hear the results of the 2021 
Community Satisfaction Survey. While Woking as a whole scored 58% 
on the charts, Horsell was one of the highest rated at 72%. It’s not all 
bad for Woking though, as it topped the UK Vitality Index in 2021. We 
suspect that Horsell’s vibrant, caring community contributed to that as 
well! However you measure it, Horsell has much to offer and we hope 
that you are able to join in and enjoy it.

Lucy

L to R: Sue, Lucy and Linda, your editorial team!
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Horsell Happenings
 WHAT: Queen Elizabeth’s Platinum Jubilee Celebrations 
WHEN: Sunday 5th June 2022
WHERE: All around Horsell, perhaps ending up on the green  
in front of The Cricketers

Whether or not you were a Horsell resident at the time of the Queen’s 
Diamond Jubilee in 2012, you have probably heard of Horsell’s ‘Jubilation’ 
which celebrated that event. This showed that Horsell can really do this 
kind of thing well. So, in honour of the Platinum Jubilee, HRA’s Second 
Thursday Club (STC) would like to help Horsell celebrate again.
During the day, residents could plan street or garden parties with their 
neighbours. The various WhatsApp groups from the pandemic can be 
re-purposed for something much happier!
If there is support (see the HRA AGM notice), STC could organise a village 
celebration with music on the green outside The Cricketers. You could 
bring refreshments and enjoy fun activities.
For example, STC could challenge you to wear a crown and be a monarch 
for the day. We could run competitions for the best dressed monarch, the 
best crown or the street with the best monarch and their retinue!
Perhaps next year’s flowerpot festival could continue the theme with red, 
white and blue? There are many possibilities!

Do you want to help STC to plan this event? Or do you want a totally 
different celebration?
Then come and discuss at the HRA AGM on Thursday October 28th 
in Horsell Village Hall at 7pm. There will be an open discussion about 
celebrating the Platinum Jubilee in Horsell. You are also invited to join us 
at STC meetings on September 9th and/or October 14th when we will 
start planning this village celebration. Your ideas are important and your 
help is welcome.
Contact: secondthursdayclub@horsellresidents.com.  

 WHAT: STC Woodlanders and  
Adopt a Grave 
WHEN: your free time
WHERE: Pares Woodland and 
St Mary’s churchyard

The Woodlanders continue to work as a group 
to keep Pares Woodland free of nettles and 
brambles and also help in St Mary’s churchyard. 
Please join us if you enjoy working in the open. 
Many people prefer to work independently 
and the ‘Adopt a Grave’ scheme allows you to 
work at your own pace when you have an hour 
to spare. This year, many Duke of Edinburgh 
participants have worked really well, tidying 
and clearing four or five graves. Congratulations 
to them all and thank you.
If you want to find out more, just email: 
secondthursdayclub@horsellresidents.com.  

 

The big fundraiser with big fun. Make sure you 
put this date in your diary for its return after 
two years. Further details will be published 
nearer the time. 

 
WHAT: Horsell Garden Safari 
WHEN: Saturday 11th and 
Sunday 12th June 2022
WHERE: Horsell gardens

Page 11 shows how amazing this weekend 
event is – don’t miss the 2022 version – it could 
even feature your garden!

WHAT: Horsell Village Show 
WHEN: Saturday 23rd July 2022
WHERE: Horsell Junior School

Something for everyone at this quintessential 
village event. See page 7 for a review of the 
2021 Show.

HRA’s Second Thursday Club plans for this 
Horsell favourite to return for Christmas 2021. 
Save the date! We will publish full details in the 
winter edition of this magazine. Depending on 
any restrictions, you can be sure of plenty of 
Horsell cheer in the forms of music, laughter, 
food and drink.
It’s a great opportunity to get involved – just 
contact secondthursdayclub@horsellresidents.
com. As with all our volunteering opportunities, 
you can do as much or as little as works for you. 
We hope to see you for the fun!

WHAT: Scouts’ and Guides’ 
Horsell May Fayre 
WHEN: Monday 2nd May 2022
WHERE: Wheatsheaf Common

WHAT: Horsell Christmas Market
WHEN: Saturday 4th December
WHERE: Horsell High Street

Horsell’s flowerpot crown 
will return for the Platinum 

Jubilee celebrations.

Photo: Lucy Longley.

Photo: Cheryl Catton Photography.
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Question: Which has more arms: an octopus 
or Horsell Residents’ Association?
Answer: The common octopus has only eight 
arms whereas Horsell Residents’ Association 
has many more – read on!
A major distinction setting Horsell apart from 
any other community in Woking is the events 
and activities provided by Horsell Residents’ 
Association (HRA) and its sub-committees.

Horsell has a remarkably diverse list of local activities for the enjoyment 
of every Horsell resident. HRA’s Second Thursday Club (STC) started in 
2012, the year of the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee and is responsible for a 
host of activities including monthly litter picks, the community choir, the 
annual charity calendar, Horsell Bakes Book, (more than) weekly walks, 
the Flowerpot Festival, the Garage Sale Trail, Adopt a Grave at St. Mary’s 
Church, The Picnic on the Green, Christmas trees in the High Street and 
Horsell Christmas Market.
Then there are the other events that help to make Horsell so vibrant 
including Horsell Village Show and the Garden Safari.
Another group, formerly Snow Angels, morphed into Horsell Prepared, 
the volunteer organisation that responded to 1,000 calls to their helpline 
during the COVID-19 pandemic.
What all of these activities have in common is they are devised, managed 
and resourced by village people.
What you might not have realised is that while volunteers in the various 
groups provide the ideas, energy and time to make things happen, 
the volunteers of the HRA provide the background knowhow. Your 
subscriptions to HRA help to pay for the various insurance policies and 
licences to make sure that events can go ahead safely.
What all these activities need is for more residents to join and help with 
organisation. We need you to help to sustain them. We are also open  
to your fresh and exciting new suggestions for even more great events. 
This quarterly magazine, HRA’s The Resident, requires editorial and admin- 
istrative support too so perhaps you have experience to offer here? 

It’s the old adage isn’t it? What you put in is what you get out.  
By joining the HRA, you will find it an excellent  
opportunity to extend your circle of  
friends, enjoy and contribute to  
community activities and help  
develop Horsell into an even  
better place to live than it is already. 
Money raised by  
the HRA from  
membership subscriptions, sale  
of charity calendars and bake  
books, and the Village Show  
has also enabled generous 
donations to local groups including our three local maintained schools.  
We’ve also purchased a defibrillator for the Scouts at Birchmere.

PLEASE CONTRIBUTE: If you are not already a member of the HRA, 
then please join up now. The membership is per household – either 
£5.00 payable by annual standing order or £50 lifetime subscription. 

If you are an existing member, you will be aware that we no longer collect 
subscriptions door to door in cash. We would be delighted if you were 
able to also commit to a standing order. Go to: www.horsellresidents.
com/home/JoinUs for the membership form or email any queries to 
membership@horsellresidents.com. 
Should you wish to hear more about the HRA then please contact me.
Alan Taylor
Chair, Horsell Residents’ Association
ajrolyat@gmail.com, 01483 766816, 07896 809004

Horsell Residents’ Association – what does it do anyway?

Horsell Charity 
Calendar 2022
The calendar will be out soon. 
Available from the usual Horsell 
outlets and supporting four 
charities that benefit Horsell. 
The ideal Christmas present or 
stocking filler. Cost £7.

T H E  F A M I LY  YO U  
C A N  T U R N  T O...  

Seven generations of our family have 
been helping and advising local families 

in their time of need. 

For over 230 years we have been 
providing funerals, both modest and 

traditional, with care and compassion.

WOKING 

48-54 Goldsworth Road GU21 6LE 
01483 768942

YOUR LOCAL FUNERAL DIRECTORS
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HRA helping our community
The Horsell  
Village School
Plans are being made for  
the ‘Great Outdoors.’
Here at The Horsell Village School outside 
learning is very important. It forms one of the 
key principles behind our teaching and learning 
practices. Using the outdoor environment 
encourages important life skills such as 
problem solving and risk taking as well as 
learning how to care for our environment.
Over the last few months, members of our 
teaching team have been busy creating plans 
for the redevelopment of one section of our 
outside learning zones. From the support of 
HRA we will be able to purchase a brand-new 
potting shed which will form the heart of 
our ‘Gardening Zone’. Learning how to grow 
and take care of plants is not only part of 
our science curriculum but also forms a very 
important part of our school motto ‘Kindness 
to yourself, Kindness to others and Kindness 
to the World’.
Thank you again for all your support and 
kind donations. We look forward to sharing 
with you the end result of our redeveloped 
Gardening Zone and maybe sometime soon 
the ‘fruits’ of our labour.
Mrs Reeve, Headteacher, The Horsell Village School

Horsell C of E Junior 
School
Horsell C of E Junior School was the lucky 
recipient of a donation from the HRA earlier 
this academic year. 
The school used the donation to pay for some 
new dining room tables. Previously, children 
having packed lunches sat on benches around 
the perimeter of the main hall, while their 
friends sat at tables to have hot meals. This 
meant that children were unable to sit with 
their friends over lunch and led to a lot of mess 
on the floor. The new tables have enabled all 
of the children to sit together at lunchtime and 
has shortened the length of time it takes to set 
up the hall, as the new tables are on wheels 

and have integrated seating. It’s also given us 
more time in the morning to use the hall for PE 
and other learning.
Over the pandemic, children have been eating 
in their year group ‘bubbles’, but the tables 
are still being used every day when different 
‘bubbles’ use the dining room. The tables 
have made a real difference to our children’s 
lunchtimes and I would like to thank the HRA 
for their very kind gift.
Mrs Wand, Headteacher, Horsell C of E Junior 
School

Woking High School
This year, Woking High School were highly 
delighted to receive a generous donation from 
the HRA. The money has gone towards a fund 
to purchase new technical equipment for our 
Main Hall. We are planning this installation for 
the next academic year.
The fund aims to provide a modern facility 
which will benefit the whole school, 
supporting events such as music concerts, 
whole school productions and presentation 
evenings. We also have a Technical Assistance 
Group (TAG) at school. This organisation is a 
group of students responsible for the technical 
support of these events. TAG will be over the 
moon that they will be able to work with this 
wonderful technology. We could not be more 
grateful to the HRA, and feel truly honoured to 
receive such a generous donation.
Kerry Wilson, Horsell High School

They’re prepared at 
Birchmere Campsite!
Birchmere is the campsite for more than 1000 
scouts who meet in Woking. Lockdown may 
have had just one small advantage for Woking 
Scouts, and that is that over the past year 
when lockdown forced the campsite to close 
for scout use, the wardens’ work party had the 
time to make a great many important changes 
to the site. One of the most important perhaps 
was the purchase and installation of the new 
Defibrillator for campsite and community use, 
partly funded by the HRA.
When the site fully reopens for use, hopefully 
before this magazine is published, the addition 
of this emergency cardiac care unit will add to 
the way the site tries to cater for the safety of 
all the scouts, guides or other youth groups 
together with their adult leaders.
As a further benefit to the community, the 
AED (automated external defibrillator) will 
be available for the passing public to use in 
case of emergency. They just have to obtain 
the security access code from the emergency 
services.
All involved with Birchmere Campsite are very 
grateful for the very generous support from 
Cllr C Kemp, the Community Foundation for 
Surrey and the HRA who joined together to 
make this facility available for emergency use.
Richard Mackie, Chair, Birchmere Campsite

Horsell Residents’ Association – Notice of Annual General Meeting 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the 16th Annual General Meeting 
of the Company will be held at The Village Hall, High Street, Horsell, 
Woking GU21 4SS on Friday 28th October 2021 at 7:00 for 7:30pm 
start for the following purposes:

1. Apologies for absence.
2. Minutes of the 15th AGM of Horsell Residents’ Association Ltd
3. Matters arising.
4. Chair’s report.
5. Treasurer’s report.
6. Election of directors.
7. Election of members to the committee.

8. Any other relevant business.
9. HRA events & activity presentations
10. Queen Elizabeth’s Platinum Jubilee Celebrations June 2022

BY ORDER OF THE BOARD

For a copy of the financial statements for the year ended 31st 
December 2020 please contact Carol Cheesman prior to the meeting.

REGISTERED OFFICE: Birch House Horsell Birch Horsell Woking 
Surrey GU21 4XD

Note: A member entitled to attend and vote at the above meeting is 
entitled to appoint one or more proxies to attend and vote instead of 
them. A proxy need not be a member of the Company.

Horsell Residents’ Association – what does it do anyway?
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From chair to chair

If you have lived in or visited Horsell, the chances are you will have come 
across Robin Hoyle at some point. Not only have he and his family lived 
here for 22 years, but he has spent the last nine of those volunteering 
for village activities. This all started in 2012 with the Jubilation and 
more recently as Chair of Horsell Residents’ Association (HRA) and their 
Second Thursday Club (STC).
Robin is now stepping down as Chair and handing over the reins to 
another village resident: Alan Taylor. They met over a pint where Robin 
shared some of those experiences.
Alan: So, Robin, when did you first get involved with the HRA?
Robin: In 2012 the Residents’ Association helped organise an event in 
the village to celebrate the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee. I was asked to 
take on the role of Master of Ceremonies and made the announcements. 
This was the very first time that we had had an all-village event. It  
was really very successful. Following on from this the STC was born. 
I took over the running of the club and the HRA when Tony Kramer 
stepped down.
Alan: Why have you chosen to step down now?
Robin: There is an amazing active volunteer community in Horsell and 
I am really proud to be part of that team, whether that’s helping to 
organise events or picking up litter. I didn’t seek out to be Chair – these 

things just seem to evolve. Now you have taken on the role of Chair, 
Alan, I can step back – thank you! I look forward to spending more time 
on my work and with my family. I will remain a volunteer though, and I 
will continue to help out at events. I just won’t be working behind the 
scenes to help deliver them! 
Alan: What will you miss most?
Robin: Horsell has an amazing village spirit and a brilliant bunch of 
volunteers all of whom make a massive contribution to the village. I will  
miss working alongside them and that fantastic team spirit. I get great 
pleasure seeing ideas transformed into successful events and then to  
have local people turn out and enjoy themselves is just absolutely brilliant!
Alan: What is your biggest achievement?
Robin: I would say bringing a group of local villagers together and 
working as a group to deliver a number of activities for the benefit of 
the community such as Picnic on the Green, Horsell Christmas Market, 
the Flowerpot Festival, Snow Angels (that became Horsell Prepared) to 
name just a few. The STC has helped to deliver some great ideas with 
the help of fantastic volunteers. I hopefully gave them the opportunity 
to bring those ideas to the table by providing an open and supportive 
environment and asking, “how can we help you bring that idea to life”.
Alan: You were awarded the ‘Woking Person of the Year’ in 2017. Tell 
us more about that.
Robin: At the end of their tenure, the Mayor of Woking presents a  
medal to a Woking resident. I was awarded one in 2017 in recognition 
for voluntary work. I felt a bit of an imposter to be honest. I am part of  
an amazing team of volunteers who all work hard for the benefit 
of Horsell. So, the medal is not just for me but recognises all their 
contributions too.
Alan: I hear you own a Nissan Figaro?
Robin: Yes, in fact, there are a few in the village! I bought mine because 
it was one of the few cars that fitted onto my small driveway!
Alan: How will you occupy yourself now?
Robin: I have an online business helping people to find parts for the 
restoration of vintage Porsche cars so that will take up most of my time, 
along with trying to navigate post-Brexit regulations!
With thanks to Sarah Davidson for capturing this conversation

 

Alan Greenwood & Sons 
 

Independent Family Funeral Directors 
 

5, The Parade 
Frimley,  

Camberley 
GU16 7HY 

01276 684 650 
 

1 Anchor Hill,  
Knaphill,  
Woking  

GU21 2HL 
01483 487889 

 

2 Aldershot Road 
Woodbridge Hill 

Guildford 
GU2 8AF 

01483 567845 
 

14 Guildford Road 
Bagshot 

GU19 5JH 
01276 473 707 

 
 

Mimbridge Garden Estate 
Station Road 

Chobham 
GU24 8AR 

01276 858363  
 

66 Send Road 
Send,  

Woking 
GU23 7EU 

01483 210 222  
 

Visit Our Website for Full Details of Our Services and to View All Our Local Obituaries 
www.alangreenwoodfunerals.com 

 

Caring and Compassionate Service 24 hours 365 days  
Latest Jaguar or Mercedes Funeral Vehicles  

Golden Charter Pre-paid Funeral Plans  
Home Visit Arrangements  

Everything you would expect from a Funeral Director  
We will not be beaten on price 

Robin Hoyle and Alan Taylor



Thunder, lightning, flash floods. We fully 
expected all of these weather events on 
Saturday 24th July: the day of Horsell Village 
Show. Should we just hope the forecast was 
wrong? Should we cancel? A completely dry 
morning gave us a little hope. The show opened 
with showers, a brief lull, another shower. After 
that the weather was kind to us, with some 
sunshine and warmth. People were queuing to 
get into the show. Members of St Mary’s Church 
could not serve teas fast enough. Thurstons ran 
out of beer and more arrived. 11 litres of Pimm’s 
were consumed and much ice cream!
The marquees were filled with excellent displays 
of what Horsell is good at – garden and allotment 
produce, flowers, art, photography, handicrafts, 
cookery, fun and novelty and excellent 
children’s entries – with the children of Horsell 
set to be the stars of the shows of the future. 
The standard of entries seemed exceptionally 
high this year. Maybe the lockdown encouraged 
people to take up new hobbies and gave them 
more time to complete projects never finished? 
Much time must have been spent gardening 
and despite the late spring there was still plenty 
to bring along to exhibit.
Not only were our visual senses satisfied but 
we were also treated to the joyous sounds 
from Woking Rock Choir, singing songs that we 
knew but performed in their own unique way – 
these were enjoyed by everyone and an encore 
requested. More great musical entertainment 
came from Scott No Fans and Taylor’s House, 
with people sitting on the grass listening to the 
beat, and the bands playing beyond the official 
end of the show to the delight of the audience.
There was also much fun to be had, with the 
Horsell PTA providing hook a duck, jolly jars 
and other games for the children plus an edible 
tombola. The Tea Cup ride was original and 
much enjoyed by adults and children alike. 
There were over 20 craft stalls with a huge 
variety of lovely things available to buy. There 

was a bottle tombola and a very successful 
raffle. Horsell Residents’ Association, The 
Second Thursday Club, Horsell Care, Horsell 
Prepared and Woking and Sam Beare Hospice 
were all present.  
At the end of the show Celia Wand, the 
headteacher at Horsell Junior School, presented 
the prizes and was herself presented with a 
beautiful bouquet from Horsell’s Poppies and 
Peonies as a thank you for allowing the show 
to use the school site once again. The cups and 
shields were proudly received by the worthy 
winners.
The show could not have happened without 
a great deal of hard work alongside the extra 
worry that another lockdown might have 
caused the show to be cancelled. After that 
concern it was thought that storms might have 
achieved the same, but everything worked out 
so well on the day. It was clear that people were 
longing to come for that ‘Grand Day Out’ that 
we promised and that was just what it turned 
out to be. We send huge appreciation to all 
those who contributed to the success of the 
show. We can now look forward to Horsell 
Village Show 2022! If you would like to help 
by getting involved in next year’s show please 
contact me.
Marion Piper, Secretary – Horsell Village Show
mepiper7@gmail.com
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TRADING IN SURREY FOR OVER 50 YEARS

www.rsmdomesticappliances.com

First choice for 
domestic appliance
repairs and service

Call 01483 539531

• Fixed call-out
• Fast response

• Built-in / freestanding machines

Horsell Village Show 2021

Photos: with grateful thanks to Bob Holmes of Woking News and Mail for the photographs.
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Horsell walks

From The Cricketers to Basingstoke Canal via Well Lane.  
Stand on the green facing The Cricketers. Go right, pass in front 
of the house next to the Cricketers and turn immediately left onto 
a narrow path. Stay on this path, and after about 100m follow 
round to the left. You will soon emerge onto Bullbeggars Lane, 
with allotments on your right. Turn right and stay on this side of 
the road, and continue along Bullbeggars Lane, crossing Sythwood, 
until you reach the roundabout where Bullbeggars Lane meets Well 
Lane. Turn right into Well Lane and continue to the end (Lockfield 
Drive). Cross at the pelican crossing to the canal and turn left.

Canal to Muslim Burial Ground 
(Peace Garden). Walk along the 
canal. You will pass the WWF-UK 
Living Planet Centre on the left, 
then use the new footbridge to 
cross onto the other side of the 
canal. Continue along the canal 
until you reach Monument Road 
(before the bridge there is a concrete 
mounting with the remains of a 
canal crane). Go under the bridge 
and immediately turn right up onto 
Monument Road and turn right 
again across the bridge, past the 
new flats and onto the common 
to visit the Peace Garden.

by Caroline and Geoff Hughes. 
Map by Linda Russell.  
All photos Caroline Hughes.

1

2

WALK: The Cricketers, Basingstoke Canal and Horsell 
Common – with a little Peace for good measure!  
Some muddy areas and busy roads to cross.

TIME: Allow 2h 15min to 2h 30min plus stopping time

DISTANCE: 5.5 miles/9 km

START: The Cricketers, Horsell Birch

A  Walk 
along the 
Basingstoke 
Canal

Heritage Weekend 18th – 19th September 2021 
At the Peace Garden on Saturday 18th September from 12 noon till 4pm there will be guides from Horsell Common Preservation Society 
and Thames Basin Heaths Partnership, who can tell you the history of the Muslim Burial Ground and the more recent restoration of 
the Peace Garden. 
Also, during Heritage Weekend, you can enjoy a relaxing boat trip on board the narrow boat ‘Kitty’ (shown in photo A) from Woking 
Town Wharf by the WWF along the Basingstoke canal to Monument Bridge. 

Easy walking along the canal watching the wildlife (we saw a 
grey heron catch a fish!), and then pause awhile in the Peace 
Garden in the Muslim Burial Ground. Cross to the woodland 
Bedser Trail and walk towards the sandpits on Horsell 
Common, returning across Grasslands to The Cricketers. This 
route follows the main paths. There are several alternatives 
once you know your way around Horsell Common!

B  You may see a grey heron
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Muslim Burial Ground to the sandpits on Horsell 
Common. Go straight ahead on leaving the Peace Garden 
to Monument Road and cross into the woodland. Take 
the first path on the right and keep going straight ahead 
until you reach the A320 and cross to Carlton Road. Go 
straight on then, opposite Fennies Nursery, turn right into 
the woods taking a path to Woodham Rd always keeping 
left. Cross Woodham Road, go straight on to Shores Road. 
Cross and leave the car park keeping straight ahead. Where 
there is a small bench, keep straight on.  You will see the 
sandpits on your right, but go straight ahead, up the bank 
and turn left onto the main track, Sandy Track. (You can 
visit the sandpits if you want, then return to Sandy Track.)

Viggory Lane to Horsell Birch and The Cricketers. Almost immediately go right through double wooden gates.  
You are now on Horsell Birch. Follow the path straight on and gently veering left, then exit through double  
wooden gates and look right. Cross the road to return to The Cricketers.

For more walks go to horsellresidents.
com and click on ‘Walks’ or look in the 
past issues of The Resident online at 
theresidenteditor.wixsite.com/magazine.

Caroline and Geoff Hughes

Horsell Common Road to Littlewick 
Road. Continue on this wide track, then 
go through the double wooden gates 
into the woodland (it can be muddy 
here). Always keep to the right hand 
side with the common boundary on your 
right. Keep going until the path emerges 
onto the large open area known as 
Grasslands and turn left onto a main 
path until you reach double wooden 
gates. Go straight forward to Littlewick 
Road and cross onto Viggory Lane.

Sandy Track to the Triangle. Follow Sandy Track to 
the car park and keep straight ahead onto a cinder 
track.  When you reach a wide vehicle track (leading 
to Seven Acre) turn left to the main road and cross 
onto a narrow path which gently goes to the right. 
You are now on the Triangle. Stay on this main path, 
ignoring any smaller paths until you reach Horsell 
Common Road. Cross and go straight ahead.

4

3

6

5

Geoff and Caroline Hughes. Stalwarts of everything Horsell, especially 
Horsell Residents’ Association’s Second Thursday Club (STC). When not 
devising, checking and leading walks, Caroline and Geoff can be found sorting  
out events such as The Picnic on the Green and Horsell Christmas Market. 
You’ll have seen the fruits of their labour, even if you don’t know it.

D  The Sand Pits 
were once excavated 
for building sand; 
visit and then return 
to Sandy Track

F  Look out for the  
Belted Galloway cattle  
on Grasslands. Also there  
are ground nesting birds from March to 
September, so please stay on the paths

E  See the Danewell Gutter on your left 

as you go down Sandy Track: many bog 
plants and mosses grow in this boggy area

C  Visit the Peace 
Garden and Muslim 
Burial Ground, which you 
can see through the trees
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Flowerpot Festival
Horsell welcomed flowerpot creations once again this summer. Imaginative householders took the festival to another level and delighted passers-by 
and those browsing the ‘Horsell Village Wire’ Facebook group. Here are just a few to enjoy. Thanks to all who posted or sent in their photos. 

Hannah Bruce

Susan Dowse Pauline-David Burch Rebecca Denby

Sam Sutton

Tamsin Ward

Paul Mander-O’Beirne

Kay Ma

Hazel Webb Maggie Carr

Maggie Carr

Rachelle Colley-West

Stephanie Ward

Gerry Pearce
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Garden Safari

The glorious return of the  
Garden Safari!

What an amazing Garden Safari 2021 turned out to be! We raised 
over £5000 for charity this year – our best income ever – and yet we 
had been having qualms about whether to hold it given the changing 
restrictions around the pandemic. Of course, this amazing success was 
all down to our wonderful garden openers, who welcomed visitors to 
their back gardens, and, of course,  you – the visitors – who came out 
in fantastic numbers to enjoy a bit of normality in lovely outside spaces.  
Everyone who came seemed to have a smile on their face and a warm 
welcome for each other.  
We had several new garden owners who stepped up to the mark this year 
– all of whom had something different to offer, from the garden of health 
and well-being at Halstead School, to the relaxing and effort-free gardens 
of Richard and Yvonne Last and Penny Kramer, to the South African-
inspired accessible garden of Rachel and Adam Chambers. Neil and Gill 
Cossey showcased their wildlife friendly garden, Rod and Anne Parkinson 
their amazing tree sculpture and Carol Cheesman opened her completely 

new landscaped garden as well as serving up teas for all comers. 
Old favourites were also there, where visitors enjoyed seeing what 
had changed or matured over the previous few years. The allotments, 
always a joy to experience, displayed their wonderful diversity of fruit, 
vegetables and flowers and provided the opportunity to buy honey, 
seeds and plants while Jonathan Allen held his super sale of plants in aid 
of the Friends of Woking Community Hospital.  
All garden owners – whether previous openers or new to the safari 
map – were delighted to see so many people. Some welcomed over 300 
visitors! It really was a glorious return.
Our huge thanks go to our sponsors: Seymours, Victoria Clinic and 
Hamlyns as well as our stalwart shop owners who sell the brochures for 
us. It was an inspirational weekend that seemed to lift the spirits of all 
who attended – long may it last.
Gail Bromley MBE FLS

“I was immediately attracted to Halstead as soon as I walked through the door,
the girls were so bubbly, confident, bright and happy and the energy, laughter
and buzz in the classroom and throughout the school was contagious.  

Whilst we are incredibly proud of our academic success, our focus remains
providing a solid foundation where Halstead girls are treated as individuals and
are happy, well-rounded, intellectually curious and with a genuine
passion to learn.”

Sharon Maher, Headmistress 

HalsteadPrepSch
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A luscious lawn from  
David and Emma Williams.

Photo: David Williams.

A fabulous bed from  
Lynn and Tony Wellbelove.

Photo: David Williams.

Rod and Ann Parkinson’s  
fantastic tree sculpture.
Photo: David Williams.

The South African-inspired accessible 
garden of Rachel and Adam Chambers. 
Photo: Rachel Chambers.
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Natural Horsell

Horsell gardens
As we head into the autumn, our thoughts turn to tree planting. For 
small gardens careful consideration is needed. Think about the height 
and spread, which season of interest it will look good in, whether it is 
deciduous or evergreen, all the while selecting for the conditions and 
aspect of the site. I’ve picked out my top five choices.
Heptacodium miconioides is a great little tree adding lots of interest 
from late summer into autumn, when most trees have already flowered. 
The strongly scented, creamy-white blooms are popular with bees and 
butterflies. To add further interest, the red calyxes remain once the 
flowers have finished. Coupled with peeling bark and curved foliage, 
which colours up in autumn, this is a fantastic choice for wildlife and 
small gardens.
The majority of Cornus kousa and Cornus florida trees make great choices. 
Cornus florida ‘Rainbow’ has the addition of variegated foliage. I’m not a 

fan of this, but used sparingly it can add a little highlight to the planting. 
Large white bracts appear in spring before the foliage turns a fiery red 
around the margins in autumn creating its ‘rainbow’ effect.
Malus ‘Adirondack’ is another all-rounder. It starts with carmine buds 
which open into blossom-like flowers in spring just as the foliage is 
pushing through. The red crab apple fruits seem to persist forever. 
Drought tolerant once established.
Magnolia liliiflora ‘Nigra’ is always hailed as a dark flowered magnolia. 
My own plant of this has always disappointed me as the colours just 
aren’t dark enough. Then I stumbled across Magnolia ‘Genie’. A result 
of some complex breeding over many years, with M. l. ‘Nigra’ as one of 
the parent plants, this has resulted in a far superior tree with very dark 
maroon flowers appearing both in spring and again in summer. If you are 
an impatient gardener, then this shouldn’t disappoint as flowers appear 
on young trees.
Salix babylonica ‘Crispa’ produces catkins in spring as with any willow, 
but when the foliage emerges the grey-green leaves are curled giving a 
striking appearance. Not as vigorous as other willows, but it can be hard 
pruned to keep the size in check.
Pamela Barden

Horsell Common Preservation 
Society (HCPS)
Volunteer working parties started again with bracken clearing, clearing 
fences and litter picking. There are regular weekly volunteer working 
parties on the common. If you would like to join us, please check the 
details on the HCPS website. Working on the common, listening to the 
birds, clearing an area of scrub and enjoying refreshments and a chat 
make for a great morning. There is a great sense of achievement at the 
end of each session and 20 people working together clear a lot of scrub. 
Since 2017, Rachel, the HCPS Senior Ranger, has welcomed and 
encouraged every volunteer. Sadly, Rachel returned to New Zealand in 
August. Here are some words from her:
‘I am sad to leave this well-loved and protected place and its community. 
It has been wonderful to see so many dog walkers and visitors enjoy its 
flower rich meadows and pathways, oh and the café! But it’s equally 
great to see the pressure lift off the heathland areas of the Common 
where we work hard to manage the area for protected species and 
natural heritage for many future generations.

‘My favourite part of my ranger role has been working with the regular 
volunteers and groups that have faithfully worked every week on 
the Common where possible helping us keep it a place for recreation 
and wildlife. I would like to thank them for their wonderful company, 
friendship and valued time and experience. 
‘I have had a variety of tasks, known as the Poo Fairy emptying the 
dog doo bins, cutting down or clearing trees, coordinating, and liaising 
with groups, schools and scouts, dog walkers, the fire service and many 
neighbours! I am sure that the Common will thrive in its new ranger’s 
hands, supported by the volunteers who still have plenty of energy to 
clear scrub, oh and eat a lot of cake!!’
For more information about Horsell Common and volunteering go to: 
www.horsellcommon.org.uk.
Caroline Hughes

The Resident’s regular garden columnist is local garden 
designer and plants woman Pamela Barden, owner  
of Painted Fern Garden Design, based in the heart of  
the village.

Rachel (back row, 3rd from right)  
and HCPS volunteers. Bedser Trail

Curled leaves on Salix  
babylonica ‘Crispa’

Malus ‘Adirondack’ with 
its long-lasting fruits

Heptacodium miconioides 
scented flowers



13

Here at Field’s Car Centre we pride ourselves on our standards of service 
and care. Looking after Woking’s motorists for over 40 years.

Does your car need EXPERT attention from a company you can TRUST?
Are you looking for a local Car Service Centre that is HONEST and 
PROFESSIONAL, that will go that extra mile for you and your car?

WOKING’S PREMIER SERVICE CENTRE
WHY GO ANYWHERE ELSE?

IS YOUR CAR DUE A SERVICE OR MOT?

You can BOOK ONLINE NOW and check prices!
www.fields-carcentre.co.uk

Just type in your registration, you will find pricing and option to book.

Tel: 01483 766634
Units 5-7 Goldsworth Road Ind. Est.

(Just over the bridge from Horsell Moor)

Over 250 ‘5 Star Reviews’ and comments from local people.

Horsell Events
Hospice woodland walk

WHAT: Woking & Sam Beare Hospice and Wellbeing Care 5- or  
10-mile Woodland Walk

WHEN: Sunday 17th October 2021

COST: Adults £15, Children £5 (if under 16 must be accompanied  
by an adult), under 5s go free

WHERE: starts and finishes at McLaren Technology Centre 
(please note, the event does not give access to the centre itself)

HOW TO TAKE PART: register at www.wsbhospices.co.uk/ 
woodlandwalk for your start time

The hospice is putting on a new family-friendly fundraising event. It is 
open to all, whether you want a family day out or are a walking group 
or individual. There is a 5-mile or 10-mile route option. Everyone who 
takes part will receive a special Woodland Walk medal.

You have to register online to take part and will get a specific start time 
to help the event be COVID-safe. 
The walk starts and finishes at a special ‘event village’ set up at 
McLaren Technology Centre. It takes you through beautiful woodland 
and wetland across Fairoaks Airport to Heather Farm and onto Horsell 
Common. A nature trail is also available along the way to help everyone 
make the most of their surroundings. 
The organising team includes Phil Wormley, Sophie Crossman and 
Emma Atkins. They help to raise funds for this special and important 
local charity. All are excited about being able to return to community 
fundraising after such a difficult time for everyone. They are very 
grateful to McLaren Technology and Trident Honda, for making this 
event possible.
Obviously, while all hope that you have a lovely day out, the main 
purpose is to raise money for and awareness of Woking and Sam Beare 
Hospice. This is an essential resource for our community, so even if you 
can’t take part, do have a look at their website and consider what you 
can do to support the work done there.
Phil Wormley, director of fundraising, Woking and Sam Beare Hospice 
and Wellbeing Care

Horsell Bowling Club Centenary 
celebrations
Horsell Bowling Club celebrated 100 years of bowling last year but due to  
Covid restrictions our celebrations were delayed until this year. The new  
season started in April 2021 with some very exciting matches and events.
So far we have played Bowls Surrey and Bowls England and, on Saturday 
10th July, we entertained a London Welsh team who had travelled from 
far and wide to our village club.

Following light refreshments on arrival and photographs, a bowls spider 
was held in aid of the Captain’s charity, which this year is Woking and 
Sam Beare Hospice, and the match commenced at 2.30pm.
The bowling was competitive but played in a friendly atmosphere and 
the London Welsh were great fun and really entered into the spirit of 
our centenary celebrations.
Dinner was served after the game, thanks to the services of the volunteer 
kitchen and bar staff.  A raffle was drawn to close the day’s proceedings.
The club captain, John Bishop, thanked the London Welsh team for their 
support especially as the game had to be re-arranged and then reduced 
in size due to Covid. To round off a really enjoyable afternoon we were 
regaled by a few choruses of ‘We’ll keep a welcome in the hillside’ sung 
as only the Welsh know how.
At the time of writing, we have yet to look forward to a match against 
North West Surrey Bowling Association and a ladies’ match against 
West Surrey Bowling Association. We will meet West Surrey Bowling 
Association again in September, bringing our centenary celebrations to 
a close.
Alison Ferries
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Many of the lost houses of Horsell stood in the Horsell Grange Estate. 
The development started in the 1880s on agricultural land formerly belonging 
to the Roake family, then bought by the Back family. It was sold again to the 
National Liberal Land Company and offered for the building of houses, to cost 
over £600 and not to be used for trade. 
The land on which Brackendene stood was in fact sold early in the process. 
Charles Spanton, the timber merchant, built his own house Oak Lawn then 
sold the rest of the land in two plots, one of which became Brackendene, which 
fronted onto Albany Road (now Woodham Rise). 
The first owner was Percy Hill Savage. He married Violet Elsie Allen in 1901 
and was described, at the young age of 25, as a gentleman. This status came 
from being a son of William Savage, who had made a fortune in general dealing 
in Port Elizabeth (now Gqeberha). In spite of William having 17 children from 
two marriages, he had enough money to let Percy, the youngest son of all, have 
enough money to live on. 
It is probable that the house was designed by Violet’s brother, Theophilus 
Arthur Allen or her father Theophilus Allen, who lived at Stanyards in Chobham. 
In 1915 it is described as having three floors, panelled dining and drawing 
rooms with parquet floors, a tennis lawn and kitchen garden and a detached 
garage or coachman’s house.  
Having reared three children at Brackendene the family left for St Minver, 
Cornwall in 1908. Percy enlisted in the Duke of Cornwall’s Light Infantry in 
1915 and served in France. He survived, to move by 1936 to Burley in the New 

Forest. It is probably then that he and his son William took up joint ownership 
of Oakmount School, Southampton, which had been evacuated to Bartley 
in Hampshire during the war. Percy bowed out in 1946 and died in Taunton 
in 1961. The school continued under William and grandson Joe - with Rishi 
Sunak, the current Chancellor of the Exchequer one of the pupils - until closing 
on Joe’s retirement in 1989. 
Percy Savage was followed between 1908 and 1915 by Charles Hazard 
Clayton, a retired carpet buyer. He lived in the 15 rooms of the house with his 
wife, three of his four children, a cook and a housemaid. The second daughter, 
Edith, went to Girton College, Cambridge in 1910. She took the Science Tripos, 
then taught at Prior’s Field School, Godalming, becoming a pioneer in teaching 
science at girls’ schools. 
Next, in 1916, was William Grant Greig, a solicitor and parliamentary agent. 
He and his brother, Sir James Greig, Liberal MP for Western Renfrewshire, 
co-wrote a specialised legal book. He was there only briefly before dying in 
August 1916, aged 55, leaving his widow Adelaide Pringle Greig. The house 
was then probably rented out for some years, as there are two advertisements 
in local papers seeking governesses for three young children, including a 
“nine-year-old advanced boy, Latin and French essential”, who would not have 
been part of the Greig family.
Leonard Blackstone, a surgeon during World War I, and a doctor in various 
hospital posts during his career, lived at Brackendene from 1920 to 1929, 
when he moved to Ferndale on the corner of Ferndale Road and Chobham 
Road, dying there in 1953, aged 74. 
Thomas Young came to the house in 1930. He was a director of Amalgamated 
Press which had bought Cassell’s, publishers of Little Folks magazine in 1927. 

Lost Houses of Horsell – Brackendene

SALE 
NOW ON

Terms & Conditions apply. Some products sold as an agent for Euronics Limited. 
All rights reserved. All offers are subject to availability while stocks last. Delivery 
& Installation charges may apply. Exclusions & Radius Apply. Prices correct at the 
time of print but can be subject to change. See in store for full details. Images for 
illustration purposes only. Copyright Euronics 2020. Savings compared to a higher 

price charged for seven days. Savings on selected models only.

• 4 programmes, LED display

• EcoSilence drive

• VarioSpeed option, for quicker washes

• Dimensions: H84.5 x W60 x D60cm

12 Place 
Settings
Dishwasher
SMS24AW01G

Price Match Guarantee  |  Super Service
Expert Knowledge  |  Contact-Free Delivery

Only
2 Year Warranty
F Energy Rating£329 .00

YOUR LOCAL DOMESTIC APPLIANCE SUPERSTORE

Buy online at rsmdomesticappliances.com

Knaphill • Guildford • Ashtead • Bookham • Epsom
01483 475000

SALE 
NOW ON
at your local independent 

electrical retailer

Percy Hill Savage.  
Photograph reproduced by kind 
permission of Michael Pearson.

Edith Mary Clayton, science teacher  
at Prior’s Field School. Photograph  
reproduced by kind permission of  
Prior’s Field School archive.

Brackendene Little Folks Home.  
Photos reproduced with kind permission of Robert Goff.

           
Yoga and Pilates   
Mondays        10:30am Pilates 

12:30pm Yoga 
  8:00pm Yoga 

Tuesdays         8:30pm  Yoga 
 

Main Hall, Horsell Village Hall 
Side entrance by car park 

117 High Street, Horsell, Woking GU21 4SS 
 

Email: yogabyshen@gmail.com 
 

 
 Our classes are held in a large hall 

in a friendly and fun environment for all abilities.   
Just turn up! No pre‐booking required 

Or email for more information 
There is nothing like a live class ! 

 
 

         
Yoga and Pilates   
Mondays        10:30am Pilates 

12:30pm Yoga 
  8:00pm Yoga 

Tuesdays         8:30pm  Yoga 
 

Main Hall, Horsell Village Hall 
117 High Street, Horsell, Woking GU21 4SS 

 

Phone/Text: 07960700630   
Email: yogabyshen@gmail.com 

 

 
If you have never tried yoga or pilates - give it a go! 

The classes are in a friendly and fun environment for abilities.   
If you want to tone up, lose weight, detox and gain flexibility these 

classes will help you live life to the full. 
There is nothing like a live class ! 

 
 

         
Yoga and Pilates   
Mondays        10:30am Pilates 

12:30pm Yoga 
  8:00pm Yoga 

Tuesdays         8:30pm  Yoga 
 

Main Hall, Horsell Village Hall 
117 High Street, Horsell, Woking GU21 4SS 

 

Phone/Text: 07960700630   
Email: yogabyshen@gmail.com 

 

 
If you have never tried yoga or pilates - give it a go! 

The classes are in a friendly and fun environment for abilities.   
If you want to tone up, lose weight, detox and gain flexibility these 

classes will help you live life to the full. 
There is nothing like a live class ! 

 
 

           
Yoga and Pilates   
Mondays        10:30am Pilates 

12:30pm Yoga 
  8:00pm Yoga 

Tuesdays         8:30pm  Yoga 
 

Main Hall, Horsell Village Hall 
Side entrance by car park 

117 High Street, Horsell, Woking GU21 4SS 
 

Email: yogabyshen@gmail.com 
 

 
 Our classes are held in a large hall 

in a friendly and fun environment for all abilities.   
Just turn up! No pre‐booking required 

Or email for more information 
There is nothing like a live class ! 

 
 



15

From 1899 the magazine’s readers contributed towards children’s beds in the 
Queen’s Hospital, and from 1911 to a convalescent home at Bexhill-on-Sea, 
which they purchased and partly maintained. 
Thomas was chairman of the home’s committee from the 1920s and with the 
outbreak of war offered Brackendene as a safe haven for the Little Folks Home. 
The family and staff remained to help, and one girl recalls being taught and 
having bedtime prayers supervised by Mrs Young (Thomas’s second wife whom 
he had married in 1937) and being taken to church in the family’s Bentley by 
the chauffeur. Families were encouraged to visit and were laden with fruit and 
vegetables to take home. The house hosted fêtes and other entertainments, 
two highlights of which were Derek McCulloch (‘Uncle Mac’ of BBC Children’s 
Hour) and displays by the ubiquitous Ivy Bastable School of Dancing in July 
1943 and 1944. Mr Young died suddenly on 27 Nov 1943 while Mrs Young 
continued as chairman of the local committee, moving to Heathside Park Road 
by 1944 until 1972, and dying in 1982.
The last occupant of Brackendene  from 1946 was Henry Ince Nelson, a lawyer 
from Liverpool. He worked his way from a stevedore background through a 
commission in World War I and then to London University. This lead to various 
legal posts specialising in maritime matters in Liverpool, including Recorder of 
Liverpool, presiding judge at the Liverpool Court of Passage, and judge in the 
Northern Circuit. In 1967 he moved to the Hockering, naming his new house 

Brackendene. He died  there in 1981.
Horsell’s Brackendene was demolished shortly after 1967 and replaced by the 
eleven houses of Brackendene Close. 
Richard and Rosemary Christophers

IN MEMORIAM ALFRED 
VICE, 1922-2021
We are very sorry to announce that Horsell’s Alfred  
Vice died in June 2021, aged 99. While frail, he 
remained alert and always interested in many 
local and national affairs until the end. 
He was a man of many talents. Born in Rutland, on 
27th February 1922, he won a place at Stamford 
School and in 1940 entered Lincoln College, 
Oxford, to embark on a shortened wartime degree  

in law, and in March 1942, entered the Royal 
Air Force, to be a navigator in bombers. Joining 
a crew in 1944 he flew 35 sorties with 166 
Squadron, based in Lincolnshire. He was always 
deeply conscious that while he had survived the 
war many of his contemporaries had not.   
With the war ended he was able to begin legal work  
in a career almost entirely spent in local government, 
first with St Alban’s, where he met Joan, his wife 
of 64 years. He moved to Horsell in 1968. 
He contributed much to local life and will be 

remembered by many organisations, especially 
the Aircrew Association, Woking History Society, 
The Lightbox, and Trinity Methodist Church, with 
affection and gratitude. It was while Chairman 
of Woking History Society that he became an 
inspirational voice in promoting the cause of 
history and in particular a museum for Woking. 
This vision of uniting the artistic and historical 
strands of Woking’s heritage, became The 
Lightbox. He will be much missed by his family 
and friends.
Richard and Rosemary Christophers

We have lived in Horsell since 1967 and have watched the town transformed at least twice. Richard read history 
at Oxford and was a curator in the British Museum, later the British Library, from 1961 until formal retirement in 
1995 and for the next 20 years catalogued modern literary manuscripts. He has a PhD on the 16th century Surrey 
clergy. Rosemary was a chartered librarian, working in public and school libraries. We are both long-standing 
members of Woking History Society, of which Richard is president, and have been heritage volunteers at The 
Lightbox for many years.

Photo: The Lightbox

Lost Houses of Horsell – Brackendene

Because your child deserves to be
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A supportive community that nurtures 
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Computer Repairs,
Upgrades & Advice

Need Help? Call Mike
Tel: 07505 100386

Office: 01483 830200
Over 37 years computing experience

�  Computer Crashing/Virus?
�  Problem with iPad or Tablet
�  Computer Running Slow?
�  Broadband, Internet, LAN or Network Problems?
�  Supporting Home and Office
�  Help with most things Technical
�  No Fix No Fee

Apple, Windows, Linux, Raspberry Pi,

Networking, Wireless LAN, Internet, Software

£10 Discount for new customers with this advert
www.thecomputervan.co.uk
Email: mike.sheldon@thecomputervan.co.uk

Your Local Chartered Surveyors

RICS HomeBuyer Reports 

Building Surveys 

Valuations  

All Types Of Buildings 

Over 30 Years Experience 

Call Or Visit Us Today For A  
Competitive Quote 

Frazers Surveyors Ltd 
Thornash House, 37 High St, Horsell, GU21 4UR 

T: 01483 730909  E: surveying@frazers.co.uk 
www.frazers.co.uk  

Brackendene Little Folks Home.  
Photos reproduced with kind permission of Robert Goff.



Horsell
Estate agentsOUTSTANDING

honest

5- star

excellent communication

THANK YOU!

Best agents in Woking

Your property partner for life

LOCAL KNOW

Exceptional

Best

highly recommendreliable

Efficient

Professionalismsmart

Our reviews speak for 

themselves...

All of the words above were used by our community to describe
our teams and services.  If you are thinking of selling your home,
choose an agent your community trusts, Seymours.

Tel:

87 High St, Horsell, Woking GU21 4SY

01483 755222

Horsell

seymours-estates.co.uk


