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A word from the Editor
Greetings...

As I write, lockdown is easing but  
Covid-19 remains as much of a  
threat as before so we are adjust- 
ing to new rules. Face coverings 
and social distancing are starting 
to become routine as we cons- 
truct our new new normal. 

Despite all the challenges, it 
remains a privilege to be part of 
the strong village community that 

is Horsell. These pages show some 
of the ways we have continued to 
thrive even though we haven’t been 
able to get together in the ways we 
have previously. The virtual Garden 
Safari and Village Show have been 
personal highlights of my lockdown. 
If you haven’t yet looked at the 
garden tours or the many show 
entries, you are in for a treat.

We also benefited from our traders 
– whether to help celebrate VE Day 
without the Scouts and Guides’ 
Annual May Fayre, or keeping going 

day in, day out during the height of 
lockdown, they have been amazing. 
We said thanks and goodbye to 
Chander and Anita at the Post 
Office and welcome San and Neela 
They had a tumultuous start and I 
know we will support them when 
they are able to reopen. 

Many of us were able to work from 
home and use our previously ‘dead’ 
travel time to find new pastimes or 
explore the natural world around 
us. These photos of village trees 
sent in by Fran and Tricia remind 
us of the need to stop and look 
sometimes at the beauty around us. 

Many villagers have also continued 
putting out items to entertain us 
on our daily walks. I have loved the 
bear who has gone through every 
sport imaginable and had dressed 
for a staycation on the day I actually 
had my phone with me. Whoever 
you are, keeping on with this, thank 
you very much!

And thinking of keeping doing things 
– or rather not – this issue marks 
the start of my 4th year as editor, 
which means that it is probably 
time to hand it over to someone 
else. It’s a rewarding role and you 
get to ‘meet’ (via email) lots of 
people who care about our village. 
Feel free to get in touch with me  
(theresidenteditor@gmail.com) 
or Robin Hoyle (robin_hoyle@
hotmail.com) if you are interested in 
the role, or want more information. 

LucyPhoto:  
Fran O’Driscoll.

Photo: Tricia Nigh.

Staycation bear.



3

Horsell Residents’ Association AGM was cancelled  
due to Covid-19. We will rearrange when it is possible  
to do so. Details will be published in the winter edition  

of this magazine.
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Horsell Common
Horsell Common has been a real gift to us all during lockdown. The ever-widening 
footpaths are testament to the extra use it’s seen. The Common covers more than 
900 acres and makes up 80% of the green spaces in Woking Borough. It is one of 
only a handful of privately owned areas of common land in England. Recognising the 
great popularity of Heather Farm and all it offers, its car park is now being extended. 
The Common has gained international status as a Special Protection Area because 
of its birdlife. These are just some of the rare and protected species on the Common. 
Each year work is carried out to enhance and preserve this very special habitat.
The open areas of heather have attracted nightjars, woodlarks and Dartford 
warblers. Their nesting areas away from the paths must be avoided. This year, the 
Silver Studded Blue, a rare butterfly of open heath, has been spotted. 
Ever since early times, the Common has been the site for grazing animals. The 
Belted Galloway cattle, a docile breed fondly known as “Belties”, are helping with 
the conservation management on the Grasslands. They graze on the gorse and 
grasses, so preventing too much competition and allowing the heather to grow in 
the open spaces.
The heathland is a very special habitat and it is important that this is not spoilt. The 
grass from the meadows is used as hay and fodder for farm animals so please, pick 
up your dog mess and dispose of properly. 
Would you like to help? Visit Horsell Common website at www.horsellcommon.org.uk 
and you can find out about becoming a member and also volunteering. Members 
and volunteers both help in the upkeep of our very special common.
Caroline Hughes

Horsell Life

It was a Thursday in March 1980 when 
Chander Parkash stepped off the plane from 
his native India to begin a new life in Britain.
The following Monday, he started work in 
a friend’s shop… and hasn’t stopped since.  
Until now.
After nearly 27 years as the genial man behind 
the counter at the Spar and then Costcutter 
grocery shop in Horsell, Chander sold up in 
July.
At 66, the time had come to stop the 90-hour 
weeks. As he said: ‘It was time to throw in the 
towel and see the other side of life’.
Chander and wife Anita had run shops in 
Reading and St Johns when the opportunity 

arose to move to Horsell in November 1993. 
Since then they have introduced newspapers, 
and an off licence and relocated the Post 
Office from across the High Street to create a 
fully-fledged convenience store.
‘I have loved this shop from Day One’, said 
Chander. ‘Moving in the Post Office doubled 
trade and the hours go so quickly – there’s 
always a constant flow of customers.
‘We have always catered for individual needs 
of customers and while habits have changed 
over the years, you change to accommodate 
them. 
‘Opening long hours means we remain as 
convenient as the big supermarkets. In return 
customers have shown us loyalty. Some who 
first came in as children are now returning as 
parents themselves.’
Chander, who won two Horsell Heroes awards 
during lockdown, said he always tried to greet 
people with politeness and a smile. ‘You have 
to be at ease but people do not upset me.
‘Over the years some customers become more 
like friends. You know them and can stop to 
have a chat in the street with them – it’s a big 
plus point.’
Chander, who has also been assisted by Anne 
Walsh and Sherrie Gough, added: ‘We’ve had 
huge support from customers, the shop and the  
Post Office.’ 
His decision to retire has been on the cards for 
a while as Chander felt he could not continue 
until he was 70. ‘If I continue at this pace I’d 

never have time to go anywhere,’ he said. 
‘Luckily this couple came forward and wanted 
to move in quickly. It is the right time and gives 
me more years to travel and do what I want.’
Lockdown, which saw him work 13 hours a day 
for 105 days without a break, has experienced 
more people shopping locally. ‘We got through 
it through sheer hard work. All that time I 
could not take my eyes off customers and the 
queues!’
Chander is keen to thank Anne, Sherrie for 
their help over the years and Matthew Lock 
who was invaluable refreshing stocks and 
supplies during the crisis.
‘Trade over the last three months has been 
the best’, he said. ‘Villagers have supported 
us; they have wanted to buy from the local 
shop and have been calm, accommodating and 
understand our position even when queuing 
outside.’
And what of retirement? ‘The farewell I 
received from customers on my last day was 
one of the best presents I’ve ever had as a 
reward from what I’ve done,’ said Chander.
A long-planned family holiday with Anita and 
their two grown-up sons may be back on, 
depending on lockdown restrictions, and he 
could still use his expertise as a volunteer. ‘I 
am used to managing my time,’ he said. ‘I’ve 
never experienced “what to do next” but I can 
switch off and then no one rings me. I can go 
for a walk and I’m in my own world’. 
Pete Grieve

Chander and Anita

          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

25 delicious favourite recipes 
for cakes, biscuits and savoury 

bakes 
 

£5 

 

Submitted and tested  
by Horsell residents 
Profits donated to support  

Woking Lions Christmas Hampers 

www.horsellresidents.com 
 

Horsell Bakes 
is back on sale! 

For lots of new baking ideas – get your 
copy at Costcutters and Apples & Pears 

Caroline is a stalwart of HRA’s Second Thursday Club, especially 
with Woodlanders, the Horsell Charity Calendar and events such as 
the Christmas Market. She started the ‘adopt a grave’ for St Mary’s 
Churchyard and the hugely successful Weekly Walks.
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Horsell matters
Tony Kremer asks Horsell residents an important question: should we take greater control of future development that involves our 
village? If yes, now would be the time to set up a Neighbourhood Forum (NF).

So, are you interested in forming a Horsell Neighbourhood Forum 
like Hook Heath, Pyrford, and West Byfleet have? We have a vibrant 
community with many people very interested in promoting our social, 
economic and environmental well-being. Seeing how Woking is being 
wholly transformed should encourage all residents to get involved 
and to maximise residents’ engagement in shaping Horsell’s future. 
And Horsell will change over the coming five years, there is no doubt 
in my mind. Developed in the 1950s for a world long past, it is “ripe 
for development”. But will this be to maximise developers’ profits or 
ensure the best outcome for residents and traders? I believe that a 
Neighbourhood Forum is the best option available to us.

My recent experience has been very instructive. I floated some ideas 
about taming the car and increasing the amount and safety of our car 

parking, using the Woking News & Mail and Facebook. Roughly 100 
responses came in with a wide range of views. The real problem is that 
there are around 4,000 households in Horsell – who knows what the 
silent majority thinks of these ideas! 

Our NF would formulate a Plan for Horsell: which areas should be 
considered for improvement and what policies should apply to that 
development and to planning applications elsewhere too. This would 
ensure that we would be ahead of the game and not restricted to just 
reacting to what a developer might propose. The policies would also 
help us to object to applications we are unhappy with.

A NF is designed to be representative of the area and is required to 
communicate publicly what is on the agenda and what conclusions are 
being reached. It is different to a Residents’ Association.

In my view we should have policies to promote the heart of the village, 
to increase its attractiveness both to residents and to new traders and 
entrepreneurs. I believe people are going to be commuting less, will feel 
less like an evening in London and much more interested in spending 
time in their own community. So, let’s shape that future together, 
democratically and proactively.

So over to you – shall we launch the process that will lead to us going 
down the Neighbourhood Forum road? Shall we start to develop a plan 
for our local area? Write to development@horsellresidents.com. 

Tony Kremer

Former Horsell Common Protection Society (HCPS)  
Chair David Robbins explains the background:
“These forums are a product of the Localism Act 2011 for local 
people to prepare a Neighbourhood Plan guiding planning and 
investment decisions in their area. It’s a formal plan which the 
planning officers in Woking have to consider when deciding 
planning applications in Horsell. Such a plan would not trump the 
main Borough planning policies so we can’t rewrite the current 
Core Strategy but it would make our community’s views and 
policies more established and clear when decisions are made.”

TRADING IN SURREY FOR OVER 50 YEARS

www.rsmdomesticappliances.com

First choice for 
domestic appliance
repairs and service

Call 01483 539531

• Fixed call-out
• Fast response

• Built-in / freestanding machines

West Byfleet NF Chair Wade Pollard writes:
“Faced with unwelcome attempts to build a pub on the West 
Byfleet Recreation green and a power station next to the houses, 
our West Byfleet NF was well prepared to argue for refusal and 
well briefed as to the policies we could use. On the positive side 
we also promoted a housing development on Broadoaks which the 
council officers opposed. The NF won all three important tussles.”

Pyrford NF Chair Andy Grimshaw writes:
“The key push of the majority of residents during the plan production 
process was to keep Pyrford looking as it is, try to protect the Green 
Belt but to encourage some housing for the “elderly”. The planning 
policies contained in an approved Neighbourhood Plan can really 
influence the outcome of planning applications. In recent weeks, 
justification for the refusal of four applications noted that they 
were contrary to key Pyrford Neighbourhood Plan policies.”
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VE Day, 8th May 1945 – a day to remember

I felt honoured to be asked to write an article on how the Horsell 
villagers celebrated such a poignant part of our recent history, the end 
of World War II in Europe. 

I wanted to understand more about the victory, so I asked my mum, 
Jean, what VE Day meant to her, after all she had lived through it. She 
called her oldest friend to ensure her memory had served her right. 
After plenty of oohs and aahhs and giggles she said there was lots of 
singing, music, dancing on the street, everyone in their ‘Sunday best’ 
and plenty of delicious food – nobody worried about their rations that 
day. She said, naturally, there was the undercurrent of sadness for those 
who had been lost but VE Day was the day to celebrate.

On the 75th anniversary of VE Day with Covid-19 spreading throughout 
the world we were all going through our own difficult times, but the 

lockdown certainly wasn’t going to stop Horsell celebrating such a 
significant day.   

Horsell houses and streets were decorated with bunting, flags were 
up, Dame Vera could be heard on the radio and numerous Horsellites 
looked fabulous dressed in red, white and blue.

Our traders joined in with their usual style and panache. Prince’s 
dedicated their shop front window to the anniversary and Deli Class 
delivered meat and cheese platters to WWII veterans (and continued to 
do so weekly until the end of June).

Many of us started the day in our front gardens for the two-minute 
silence, thinking of those who had lost their lives. 

Then the ‘street party’ celebrations began. The Horsell villagers took to 
their driveways, chatted to neighbours, sang a few songs and even had 
a little dancing on the streets, all adhering to the 2m social distancing 
rule. Although our parties were possibly more subdued than had been 
planned before the virus, fun was undoubtedly had by all.

Stephanie Ward

Prince and Sons Family  
Butchers. Photo: Sam Prince.

Deli Class platters enjoyed by 
veterans. Photo: Christine Drescher.

Stephanie is a Horsell resident always up for fun. After 
dressing up for bin collection day, she and husband Peter 
were more than happy to get into the spirit of the VE Day 
celebrations.
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Horsell ’s virtual community
Many of Horsell’s social groups adopted innovative ways to communicate with their members during lockdown. Some of these new 
methods are here to stay.

Horsell Runners was founded in 2008 by Abigail Greaves and their 
orange vests can often be spotted bobbing along our paths. While 
running positively thrived during lockdown, for Horsell Runners it 
enforced an abrupt change.
“Solo exercise was challenging,” admits Abigail. “Socialising for our 
members is a huge draw, with post-run coffees and monthly pub drinks.”
Embracing modern tech, the runners found inventive ways to keep in 
touch. Sharing their solo running data online, they organised a series of 
running challenges to stay motivated and involved.
At the time of writing, Horsell Runners are able to run in groups of six 
and Abigail looks forward to welcoming new members, “We saw so 
many new faces out running during lockdown. It’d be fantastic for them 
to join us.”
So, don’t discard those trainers as lockdown eases! Join the Horsell 
Runners via www.horsellrunners.org or simply turn up to a meet. The 

club is free to join, with no commitment. Meet outside Beijing Restaurant 
on Wednesdays 7.45pm, Saturdays 7.30am or Sundays 8.30am.
Emma Brewer also had to make rapid changes at First Dance Studios 
when lockdown meant she and main teacher, Karen Theunissen, 
couldn’t use their normal venue, Prime Acrobatics.
They turned to Zoom for online classes.

“There were teething problems,” reveals Karen. “Alongside battling 
unreliable WiFi and ensuring secure logins, scheduling also proved 
tricky as clients were often working from home.”
Perseverance paid off; the online classes quickly gathered pace during 
lockdown. The physical benefits of dance are well known but the support 
to mental wellbeing became clear to Karen as the weeks progressed.
“Being able to log on, connect with friendly faces and dance away  
the stress was a lifeline. We had people logging in all over the world – 
even Australia! Our ethos is to have fun: simply drop in and dance when 
you can.”
The online classes have paved a new future. Reopening the studio from 
September, Karen and Emma will keep the online option open. 
“There will be something for everyone,” confirms Karen. “Anyone 
nervous about joining a studio group will be able to log into our online 
classes instead.”
Classes are for adults of any ability and cost £8 for 1-hour in the studio 
and £4 for 40-minutes online. Visit the First Dance Studios Facebook 
page, email info@firstdance.co.uk or call 07966 513981.
Creative inspiration continued during lockdown at the Papercourt 
Art Studio, run by Horsell art teacher Grainne Roche. 

FIELD’S CAR CENTRE
Premier Service 

Expert Care

FIELD’S CAR CENTRE
Premier Service

Expert Care

 
 

HORSELL	WE	ARE	STILL	OPEN!
CAR	SERVICING,	MOT	or	REPAIR

WE	ARE	HERE	FOR	YOU!
(Just	over	the	bridge	from	Horsell	Moor)

First Dance Studios back at their Prime Acrobatics home  
before lockdown

Horsell Runners prior to lockdown

Papercourt Art Studio online learning
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Because your child deserves to be

creative
Outstanding facilities and an imaginative  
approach to teaching.
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Saturday 26th Sept 

10am – 12 noon

Register O
nline

@StAndrewsWoking                  @standrewsschoolwoking          

~ Developing potential for life ~

INDEPENDENT DAY 
SCHOOL FOR GIRLS & 

BOYS AGED 3-13

Please register online:

W: www.st-andrews.woking.sch.uk 
E: admin@st-andrews.woking.sch.uk

T: 01483 760943

Computer Repairs,
Upgrades & Advice

Need Help? Call Mike
Tel: 07505 100386

Office: 01483 830200
Over 37 years computing experience

�  Computer Crashing/Virus?
�  Problem with iPad or Tablet
�  Computer Running Slow?
�  Broadband, Internet, LAN or Network Problems?
�  Supporting Home and Office
�  Help with most things Technical
�  No Fix No Fee

Apple, Windows, Linux, Raspberry Pi,

Networking, Wireless LAN, Internet, Software

£10 Discount for new customers with this advert
www.thecomputervan.co.uk
Email: mike.sheldon@thecomputervan.co.uk

Your Local Chartered Surveyors

RICS HomeBuyer Reports 

Building Surveys 

Valuations  

All Types Of Buildings 

Over 30 Years Experience 

Call Or Visit Us Today For A  
Competitive Quote 

Frazers Surveyors Ltd 
Thornash House, 37 High St, Horsell, GU21 4UR 

T: 01483 730909  E: surveying@frazers.co.uk 
www.frazers.co.uk  

When the pandemic hit, hosting online art webinars seemed the 
obvious path to tread, providing a steep learning curve for Grainne. She 
said: “I had to get to grips very quickly with the tech and modify my 
teaching technique. There were definitely moments when my anxiety 
levels soared!”
Grainne launched her online venture with a 90-minute webinar for 
children, using subject matter linked to the national curriculum. The 
uptake was immediate.
“One record breaking class saw almost 300 children logging in, which 
was slightly daunting! I now aim for 50-60 children to keep the class 
size manageable.”
Adults have also been able to nourish their artistic flair with ‘Thursday 
Night Paint and Sip’ webinars. Participants indulge in a tipple of choice 
while they let the creative juices flow, all under the guidance of Grainne’s 
expert eye.
“I’ve welcomed new faces to my webinars and reconnected with friends 
abroad. My students have been able to switch off and re-engage their 
creative side, which has been very therapeutic.”
Like Emma and Karen, Grainne is keeping her online offer open as she 
re-opens her studio. All studio classes cost £20; children’s webinars cost 
£4.58; adult ‘Paint and Sip’ webinars cost £5.98. 
Visit www.papercourtstudio.co.uk or email: grainne@papercourtstudio.
co.uk
If the idea of Paint & Sip has whetted your appetite, perhaps you’d 
also enjoy expanding your vinicultural knowledge over some expertly 
sourced wine. The Horsell Wine Club was started by Niraj Saraf in 
2008 after having successfully completed the Wine & Spirit Education 
Trust’s Advanced Certificate.
A virtual wine tasting under lockdown was always going to be a tall 
order but Niraj was keen to meet the challenge. Unable to distribute 
wine samples, he organised a virtual meeting inviting each participant 
to present a wine of choice to the others. With a core group of regulars 
enjoying the social banter and opportunity to catch up, the meetings 
took place weekly and diversified in format.

“We’ve had a quiz, played Pictionary, even indulged in the ‘Two Truths 
& a Lie’ game!” chuckles Niraj. “It’s been nothing like normal tastings but 
it’s enabled us to explore new avenues. This might lead to new ventures 
in the future, such as vineyard trips and professionally hosted tastings.”

And is there a future for virtual wine tasting?

“If the demand is there,” he reflects. “It’s ideal for small groups and 
sometimes it’s simply easier to stay home and login.”

To find out more contact Niraj at horsellwineclub@fastmail.fm or via 
the Horsell Wine Club Facebook page. Virtual tastings are currently free 
of charge and traditional tastings cost £20-25 per person, sampling up 
to nine different wines.

Clair Stokes

Horsell Wine Club – virtual meeting but actual tasting!

Hi, I’m Clair. After growing up in neighbouring Woodham, I spent 10 years abroad, before returning to settle in Horsell. I am lucky 
enough to live on the edge of Horsell Common, yet still close to the village centre, with my husband and daughter. When not helping to 
manage our family-run architectural design and structural engineering company, BetterLivingSpace, I enjoy getting out on the common 
with my family for bike rides, running and long walks.

STOP PRESS! The Village Hall has got clearance to open! It will be open again from early September.
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Horsell walks

Horsell High Street to Horsell Birch: With your back to Beijing Restaurant, set off to your right, past Seymours 
estate agents. Continue along the High Street, crossing several roads until you reach Horsell Birch.

Horsell Birch to Littlewick Road: Go straight across this unmade road onto  
the grassy area and go into the woodland in front of you, passing the dog waste bin  
on your left. Enter woodland through double gated path. Follow the path  
(ignoring first narrow path on right) which gradually bears  
round to the right and comes into an open grassy area.  
Continue until you meet another set of double gates.  
Go through onto Viggory Lane and turn left to  
Littlewick Road. Cross with great care and go  
through double gates. 

Horsell walks by Geoff and Caroline Hughes

Grasslands to Horsell Common Road: Continue straight ahead, with very  
open almost bare land to left with new heather growing. Go almost to  
the end of this footpath and take the second to last turning on the right.  
Always keep to the left where the path is indistinct in places. Eventually you  
come to double gates (can be very muddy) leading onto a broad track  
with house on left. Go straight on to Horsell Common Road  
and cross onto footpath opposite. 

WALK: Horsell Birch to The Triangle

WHERE: Horsell Birch. Horsell Common (Grasslands, The Triangle and Forge Common) returning via Cheapside

WHEN: About 1 hour, approx. 2.5 miles

Warren Pond 
on Horsell Birch 
near point 2

1

2

3
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All photos: Caroline Hughes.  
Map drawn by Linda Russell.

The Triangle to Forge Common and Cheapside: keep to the main path  
ignoring the paths to the right and the left and gradually bearing right.  
Soon you will hear traffic noise (Chobham Road is to your left and Littlewick 
Road - where you are aiming – is straight ahead). When the path forks, 
take the right fork to the road. Across the road you will see a wooden 
post with a yellow arrow, which is where you must cross to get across the 
ditch. Take great care crossing Littlewick Road onto Forge Common. 

Forge Common to Cheapside: Follow the path until you 
reach South Road. Cross the road and go down Cheapside. 
When you reach a T-Junction turn right and go down 
Cheapside. Keep on the footpath past The Plough pub. 

The pines and 
heather on 
the Triangle 
near point 4

The silver studded blue 

butterfly which has been 

seen on sunny days on one of 

the wide paths crossing the 

grasslands. This butterfly has 

reappeared on Horsell Common 

after many years of absence. 

The scraping away of scrub and 

allowing fresh new shoots of 

heather to grow makes the ideal 

habitat for this rare species’.

Morton Road to High Street: Cross 
Morton Road and carry straight on down 
the footpath to Grobars Avenue. Follow 
Grobars Avenue round to left. At the end 
of Grobars turn right into Hammond Road. 
Keep right at first then follow Hammond 
Road round to the left to Meadway 
Drive and turn right. Soon you will get 
to the High Street where you turn to the 
left and are back where you started.

Horsell walks again
We are able to walk together again – but much 
smaller groups than previously. 
Everyone is welcome but at present, booking is 
essential. Walks will start on the green in front 
of The Cricketers, Horsell Birch. There will only 
be six walkers in each group, but there can be 
three groups each walking day, doing three 
different routes. Our aim is to maintain social 
distancing and avoid narrow pavements in the 
village. The walks will be on Wednesday and 
Friday mornings. At present, we are walking only 
on Horsell Common, to help us maintain social 
distancing.
For all details and times, please contact Caroline: 
c.e.hughes@ntlworld.com or 01483 767980

4

5

6
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Horsell Village Show
It was with great disappointment that after “lockdown” the committee 
made the sad decision to cancel the 2020 Horsell Village Show, in 
common with all the other local events. 
The very bright idea of a “virtual” show was put forward to fill the gap. 
The committee thought it would give everyone some fun and a purpose 
during this time, with something to look forward to week by week as 
each class in turn was revealed on Facebook. In case you have not 
seen the many delightful entries take a look at www.faceboook.com/
horsellvillageshow. There were eleven classes to choose from, with a 
first prize for each of £10.
The Week 1 competition was photos of how people were coping with 
“Horsell Social Distancing”. We were intrigued to see the many ways 
people found to spend their time. This was followed in Week 2 with 
window displays of “Rainbows and Teddy Bears” for the NHS. Week 3 
was art - “Anything & Everything by Anyone” again with amazing entries 
from adults, teenagers and younger children. Week 4 was “Nature” with 
landscape and wildlife photography (wonderful entries here and many, 
many of them). Week 5 was “Coronavirus” poetry (very entertaining – 
some entries funny, others poignant), followed in Week 6 with a “Vase 
of Flowers for a Key Worker” (such beauties). Week 7 was for children’s 
“Fantastic Creations!” and fantastic they were indeed! Week 8 was a 
class for “Finally got Round to it!” This revealed a wide range of people’s 
(eventual!) achievements and talents. Week 9 was for “The Best 
Decorated Bake” – imagination ran riot here with terrific decorating (and 
building) skills shown. The next delightful class (10) was for photographs 
of “Pets! Pets! Pets!” We saw not only excellent photography but some 
great local pets! The final class (11) was what village shows are all about 
– “Vegetables & Sunflowers”. We only wish we could have seen these 
wonderful entries at a real village show!
Overall there were over 600 entries and we were very impressed with 

the quality, variety, imagination and sheer talent displayed by the 
residents of Horsell. After 12 weeks, 22 Weekly winners were selected 
by professional judges, local experts in their fields and the committee.

From all the weekly winners 1000 Facebook “likes” helped us create a 
shortlist of the final five. From here the committee had the very tough 
task to select the overall “Best in Show”. The shortlisted entries are 
shown here, but do look at Facebook and see the high standard of all 
the entries for yourself.

The eventual winner was Toby Harker-Bourne for his delightful 
“Sunflowers For His Family”. Toby was awarded the Horsell Village Show 
bowl, originally made by local wood turner Tony Wellbelove for the 
Sesquicentennial (150 years) Horsell Village Show in 2015. Toby should 
be very proud of leading such a talented field of fellow competitors! 
The runners-up were Mia Leggett for her very creative “Imagine a boy 
and his dog” (art), Charlotte Osborne for her beautiful poem “The colour 
of my lockdown feelings”, Penny Newman for her fantastic creation 
“Bees in a beehive” and Lis Clark for Pets! Pets! Pets! for her very sweet 
photograph of Fred.  As you will see all the finalists were excellent and 
it was not easy to select “The Best in Show”.

We are planning for a live Horsell Village Show next year, Saturday 24th 
July, at the Horsell C of E Junior School. We will put regular updates on 
Facebook and Horsell Wire as well as in The Resident and it is never too 
early to decide on your entries. If you have entered the virtual show this 
year, please consider entering the real one next year and continue to 
show just what Horsell residents can do!

In the meantime please follow us on www.facebook.com/
horsellvillageshow as we may run some pop-up virtual competitions 
(e.g. Christmas). 

Marion Piper – Secretary, Horsell Village Show

Fred – Lis Clark

Imagine a boy and his dog –  
Mia Leggett

A Fantastic Creation 
– Penny Newman The colour of my lockdown feelings – Charlotte Osborne

“Best in Show” winner Toby 
Harker-Bourne with his 
Horsell Village Show trophy

Sunflowers for his family – Toby Harker-Bourne
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SUPPORTING OUR LOCAL COMMUNITY FOR OVER 50 YEARS

We are now open for business as usual 
following social distancing guidelines.

YOUR LOCAL 
DOMESTIC 
APPLIANCE 

SUPERSTORE
SALES • ADVICE • REPAIRS

01483 475000

Knaphill • Guildford
Ashtead • Bookham • Epsom

rsmdomesticappliances.com

COMPETITIVE
PRICES

WITH

GREAT 
OFFERS 

IN-STORE

        
Yoga by Shen 

     
It has been an exceptional few months, but we 
made up for it with FREE OUTDOOR AND 
ONLINE YOGA.  Amazing to see such a great 
turnout and some new faces joining in. 
 

If you missed out please go to Utube on your TV and type 
in "Yoga by Shen" in the search bar for online yoga.  

Its FREE to subscribe, so press that subscribe button and 
SHARE! 

or go to www.yogabyshen.co.uk and send an 
email via the contact page 

or email me at yogabyshen@gmail.com 
I will let you know when the halls open again  

“Take yoga with you wherever you go!” 
 

Namaste, Shen 
 

Horsell Garden Safari

Did you miss your annual stroll around the 
Horsell Garden Safari this summer? If the 
answer is ‘Yes!” perhaps you haven’t been 
online to explore the ‘virtual’ Safari? Check it 
out at www.horsellgardensafari.co.uk. 
It was a very different experience for most of 
our Horsell garden openers this year. Fifteen 
brave gardeners stepped up to the challenge 
to produce a tour of their garden on video – 
heroes each and every one! Each videoed the 
main aspects of their gardens. We have created 
a website and uploaded them for all to enjoy. 
For a couple of gardeners this was no worry at 
all – but for others, the videoing process was a 
bit more of a challenge! 
Penny Kramer commented: “I won’t be taking 
up videoing as it’s not as easy as I thought it 
would be!  My first effort had to be abandoned 
as just as I was about to finish, the dustbin lorry 
reversed, with loud warning sound together 
with sound of breaking glass, I had to start all 
over again!!”.

Steve had to warn his neighbour not to shout 
over the fence! ”I just got started and my 
neighbour popped his head up, as they were 
painting their side of the fence, so I had to ask, 
if they heard me speaking, not to answer!”  
Susan Koh had a day filled with issues: “It all 
went a bit pear shaped! ...the phone stopped 
halfway through (low storage), then the battery 
was flat and I had to charge it! I used Paul’s 
phone in the end ... I also forgot half the things 
I was going to say!”   
Non-technical challenges also reared their 
(very pretty) heads. Although visitors could not 
actually get into the garden this year – it seems 

some visitors just won’t be told! Viv White 
managed to capture a picture of some rather 
unwanted visitors who had a particular fancy 
for her roses and geraniums! 

Whatever the challenge though, our wonderful 
gardeners rose above it and found solutions. 
Where there is a will there is a way it seems! 
My grateful thanks to all who contributed 
to make our virtual safari a success! Let’s 
celebrate together next year on 12th and 13th 
June at the Horsell Garden Safari 2021.  

Gail Bromley MBE FLS

Viv White had visitors who hadn’t heard of  
the lockdown!

Gail was at Kew for almost 40 years. Initially a plant taxonomist, collecting and naming new plants from South America, she later built 
Kew’s education provision and established the volunteer programme. Her MBE was awarded in 2003 for services to education. Gail is 
known as a national and international advisor for botanic gardens on biodiversity education. She now advises Botanic Garden Conservation 
International (BGCI), is chair of National Heritage, Trustee of the Botanic Garden Education Network and the learning service co-ordinator 
for Historic Houses. She set up the Horsell Garden Safari 17 years ago with Penny Kramer and Michael Charlesworth.
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Autumn Approaches
To say it’s been a rather challenging summer is an understatement! 
However, with wildlife not being required to lockdown, another busy 
and productive season on our heathlands is now drawing to a close.

Excitingly, the Horsell Common woodlarks returned to successfully 
raise another four chicks. This is testament to some great habitat 
management work by Horsell Common Preservation Society (HCPS) 
and visitors giving them the space they needed to raise a family. Thank 
you! The nightjars have started on their epic journey southwards to 
Africa and the purple heathery haze feels like it is beginning to fade as 
autumn approaches.

The heaths may feel a bit quieter, but there still plenty to search out on a  
wander. The small copper is a butterfly treat. Small, fast and a resplendent 
bright coppery-orange with dark spots on the fore-wings. They can be 
seen on sunny days deep into October, so keep your eyes peeled.

The next time you’re out, why not look for a marsh gentian – a rare 
plant of wetter areas. Its distinctive bright blue trumpet-esque flowers, 

flecked with pale green stripes and spots. A very rare sight in Surrey, so 
it is a moment to savour if you find one.

It’s also never too late to spot a Dartford warbler – unlike other warblers, 
they opt to brave winter on the heath. Listen for their scratchy call and 
watch for them sneaking between patches of heather or gorse.

If there’s one positive to have come out of all the upheaval, I hope it’s 
that more people have had the time to stop and notice their local wildlife, 
with their daily exercise walks affording them extra opportunities to 
connect with the nature on their doorsteps. We are lucky to have such 
accessible countryside so close and, if we can all get to know it, learn to 
value it and share in its wonder, we can also take the time to look after 
it. Sounds good to me! 

Michael Jones

Natural Horsell

WWW.S Q U I S I TO S U K . COM

o n l i n e  o r d e r i n g  a v a i l a b l e

Open seven days, 12noon to 10.00pm

Offers, Full Menu and Order
www.squisitosuk.com or

01483 728005 Collection & Delivery*
*Delivery minimum order value £14.99, after discounts.  

Check website for delivery & collection times and other T&C’s.

109 High Street, Horsell, Woking, GU21 4SY.

Follow                     @squisitohorsell

Review on TripAdvisor

Special offer for Horsell residents
£3 OFF when spending £25.00 or more  

across any menu items
Offer excludes drinks. Only one use per household. On ordering your 

name & contact details will be required. This offer cannot be used 
in conjunction with any other offer. Offer Monday to Thursday only. 

Excludes Friday, Saturday & Sunday. Valid to end October 2020. Order 
online or call. Use code HRA03. Please state any allergies when ordering.

Small Copper Small Copper

All photos: Michael Jones

March Gentian Wasp Spider

Hi! I’m Michael and I am the Education & Engagement 
Officer for the Thames Basin Heaths Partnership. I have 
worked in conservation for six years (teaching locally 
before that).
I absolutely love nature. I am fortunate to be able to 
spend time with local schools and community groups, 
sharing the wonders of our local heathlands. From 

getting local groups out to places like Horsell Common, to taking 
assemblies or leading guided walks, every day provides an opportunity to 
connect someone with something magical.
Do get in touch if you are a teacher or group leader interested in finding 
out more. www.tbhpartnership.org.uk
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The beating of a butterfly’s wings – it brings a smile to the face and 
suggests that perhaps all is right in the world. Quite possibly this feeling 
is well-placed, as their presence is a key indicator of a healthy ecosystem. 
What about their shadier cousins, the moths? With more than 2,500 
species in the UK they far outnumber the butterflies, and have just as 
important a role to play. Ok, so a handful have given these, often less 
colourful species, a bad reputation by nibbling holes in your favourite 
cardigan or frantically flapping their wings around the light fitting when 
they manage to find their way in through the only open window. 
Both are important: they act as plant pollinators and are an integral part 
of the food cycle in our gardens. So it is worth trying to attract both.
My top three plants for enticing butterflies to your plot are: Buddleja 
davidii (any of the Buzz series of buddlejas are great as they are dwarf 
and barely top a metre in height), Nepeta x faassenii ‘Junior Walker’ and 
Geranium ‘Lilac Ice’.
The top three attractors for moths are: Oenothera speciosa ‘Twilight’, 
Nicotiana alata and Lonicera periclymenum ‘Rhubarb and Custard’. All 
have evolved to be night-scented plants to lure in their pollinators.

Why not see how much of an eco-system you have in your garden  
by doing a moth hunt? Hang a white bed sheet on the washing line  
and angle a bright torch towards it and wait. You can check out your 
findings here:
https://butterfly-conservation.org/sites/default/files/garden-moths-
leaflet-a5-10pp-aw-march-2015-final.pdf
Or you could start creating a pollinator patch – just devoting one metre 
square of ground to plants that attract butterflies and moths. You can 
get some ideas here:
https://butterfly-conservation.org/sites/default/files/2018-07/
ButterflyConservation_PollinatorPlots_AWK%20%281%29.pdf
Pamela Barden

Woodlanders and Adopt a Grave
The Woodlanders continue to cultivate wild flowers, pollinators and the 
old bonfire site at the far end of St Mary’s Churchyard. This year, there is 
a rainbow of flowers and ‘NHS’ using white Alyssum which has needed 
a regular “hair cut” during lockdown! The rainbow of flowers is so very 
appropriate this year as a symbol of hope and showing our thanks to 
the wonderful dedication of the NHS workers. For about seven weeks a 
small group of volunteers from Horsell mowed, strimmed and raked to 
keep the churchyard looking cared for. Towards the end of May, Serco 
became responsible for this work. A huge “Thank you” for all the hours 
of work the volunteers put in. 
It was an ideal place to work 
during lockdown, and helped 
to lift our spirits.
Please continue to “Adopt a 
Grave”, as they still need to be 
cared for. Contact c.e.hughes@
ntlworld.com for details.
Caroline Hughes

Horsell Gardens

T H E  F A M I LY  YO U  
C A N  T U R N  T O...  

Seven generations of our family have 
been helping and advising local families 

in their time of need. 

For over 230 years we have been 
providing funerals, both modest and 

traditional, with care and compassion.

WOKING 

48-54 Goldsworth Road GU21 6LE 
01483 768942

YOUR LOCAL FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Photos: Pamela Barden

Red Admiral butterfly 
on Lavaldula

Peacock butterfly 
on Eryngium

Comma butterfly 
on Artemisia

Photo: Caroline Hughes.

The Resident’s regular garden columnist is garden 
designer and plants woman Pamela Barden, owner of 
Painted Fern Garden Design, based in the heart of the 
village. Having grown up locally and been gardening for 
over 20 years there is not much that Pamela doesn’t 
know about plants. After a career change, she retrained 
in garden design and horticulture. Pamela has been 

part of the team in four award-winning Hampton Court Flower Show 
gardens including the RHS Back to Nature Garden which was co-designed 
by HRH The Duchess of Cambridge. She has designed many gardens 
throughout the village.



14 15

An enquiry sent to Horsell Residents’ Assoc- 
iation led us to look at the history of The Pines, 
a large house, now demolished, with a frontage 
on Woodham Road, so this article continues our 
occasional series on lost houses of Horsell.
The house was part of what came to be known 
as the Horsell Grange Estate. This was originally 
farming land owned in 1842 by Henry Roake, 
a prosperous Horsell farmer and one of the 
owners of the presentation to Horsell Church. 
By 1876 he had sold the land to Henry Paine 
and Richard Brettell, two lawyers and property 
developers. By 1882 Brettell had sold the land to 
the National Liberal Land Company, a company 
set up to acquire land and develop housing on it, 
with the aim of extending property ownership.
In 1884 the first portion of the estate was for 
sale, comprising 22 plots: it was bounded by 
Shores Road, Kettlewell Hill, the Rive Ditch and 
Carlton Road. There were plans for an exclusive 
cricket pitch and tennis courts in the area of 
the present Orchard Drive. Several plots failed 
to sell or were put up for sale again when in 
the following year more plots were released, 
including the extensive site, plot 24, which was 
the basis for The Pines.
By 1887 the Land Company tried again. The 
particulars showed 18 plots sold, 14 for sale and 
other plots not specified. Plot 24, was described 
as “an exceedingly picturesque plot of freehold 
building land … 3 acres, 3 rods, 31 perches … 
situate on the ridge of the hill, having a south 
aspect, and commanding extensive and varied 
views in all directions. This plot is handsomely 
timbered with elm and other trees, and also has 
several good fruit trees forming a small orchard 
… A charming site for the erection of one or 
more residences”.
The company had named the main road they 
built through the land Palmerston Road (now 
Woodham Road, the name surviving in the 
more recent Palmerston Close). They also laid 
out Grange Road, Albany Road (later Woodham 
Rise), Heath Road, Elm Road and Castle Road.
By 1888 the rate book shows only two houses 
having been built, one for the company’s 
surveyor, George Pooley. Four years later 
the estate had passed to the National Land 
Corporation which was  still trying to sell plots. 
Plot 24 was now divided but by the next year 
it seems a further division had taken place and 
The Pines had been built on the 2.431 acres the 
house and garden finally occupied.
The first occupants were Frederick Charles 
Danvers and family between 1892 and 1896. 
They lived in Ealing before coming to Horsell. 

Danvers was a British civil servant who worked 
in the India Office for much of his career, 
being made Registrar in 1884 and, in 1888, 
Superintendent of Records, compiling ‘Bengal: 
its chiefs, agents, and governors’. Having studied 
civil and mechanical engineering for two years, 
Danvers also wrote on engineering topics and 
drew up plans for a tunnel under the Hooghly 
River to continue the East India Railway into 
Calcutta (now Kolkata) – a bridge was built and 
the tunnel is only now being constructed.
He married Louisa Mocatta in 1860 and they 
had eight children. The youngest daughter, 
Lilian, married Charles William Danvers-Walker 
and was the mother of Bob Danvers-Walker the 
TV and radio commentator and presenter.
In November 1895 Mrs Danvers advertised 
for a useful help as cook-housekeeper and 
another as a house-parlourmaid. She required 
churchwomen, no fringes, abstainers and 
experienced. A farmer’s daughter was kept as a 
useful maid and also there was a boy servant. 
Some time after this, the family moved to 
Addlestone Park, and by 1898 the house was 
occupied by the Sillem family.
Herman Walter Sillem was educated at 
Charterhouse, and in the 1911 census was 
described as a South American merchant, 
being a director of the Salar del Carmen Nitrate 
Syndicate Ltd, of Chile. Nitrates were mined 
from a desert in Chile, being the only known 
deposit of this mineral salt in the world, with a 
wide range of uses from explosives, to fertilisers 
and preservatives, so valuable as to be known 
as ‘white gold’. The family clearly spent much 
time in Chile – two of his children were born in 
the northern port city of Iquique. 
Once at The Pines, Sillem took part in local 
events and was Honorary Treasurer of Woking, 
Horsell, Woodham and District Floral and 
Horticultural Society formed in 1899 – he is 
reported to have won prizes for his carnations, 
chrysanthemums and picotees. He also helped 
to organise the Queen Victoria Memorial Fund 
for Woking Victoria Hospital, and his wife  
gave gifts of comforts to the Queen’s Prisoner 
of War Fund. 
In 1911 the house had 19 rooms and five servants 
were employed. One of the family, Augustus 
Sillem, was also educated at Charterhouse, and 

was killed in World War I. He is commemorated 
on Woodham War Memorial and by a side altar 
in All Saints’ Church, Woodham. (The Pines and 
its neighbours were transferred to the new 
church parish of All Saints’ Woodham in 1886, 
but remained in Horsell civil parish, and thus in 
1907 came to be in Woking Urban District, now 
Borough.) 
Herman Sillem died in 1927, two years before 
the nitrate company was wound up, leaving 
£12,896.
The next residents were Cecil Ernest Roll and 
family, who moved into The Pines between 
1928 and 1930. Cecil had been widowed in 
1926 and re-married, to Dorothy Hart on 26 
Feb 1927. When his elder brother died in 1933, 
he became Sir Cecil, third baronet; his father, 
James, chairman of Pearl Assurance Co Ltd, 
having been created baronet following his year 
as Lord Mayor of London in 1921. 
On 11 June 1932 Sir Cecil put a notice in The 
Times and Surrey Advertiser stating that he 
would not be responsible for any contracts and 
expenditure entered to his accounts by his wife, 
but as we will see, her extravagance seemed to 
have been passed to two of her stepsons. 
Sir Cecil died in 1938, leaving £465,182 which 
was divided among his three sons. There are 
lessons to be learned of how they spent their 
bequest. 
James, the eldest, inherited the baronetcy but 
lived a simple life as a vicar in the East End 
of London, taking no stipend but investing 
wisely so that when he died (and the baronetcy 
became extinct) in 1998 he was found to have 
been a millionaire. 
The other brothers, Jack and Gordon, competed 
with each other on buying and racing horses for 
steeplechases – both with a spectacular lack of 
success. They entered their horses ‘Epiphanes’ 
and ‘Tuckmill’ in the Grand National of 1939, but 
neither finished. They then left for Hollywood 
to try their luck in the film industry, though are 
described as ‘students’ on the passenger list.  
Tragedy had struck the house in February 1938 
when the wife of Sir Cecil’s chauffeur, Bernard 
Shanks, was killed in a fall from Beachy Head. 
Newspapers made much of the fact that, while 
falling, Mrs Shanks had killed a seagull which 
was found underneath her body. Subsequently, 

Horsell History – The Pines

Jack Roll’s Bentley

Plan of part of Horsell Grange Estate offered for sale in 1885 – The Pines is plot 24.  
Courtesy of The Lightbox.
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Mr Shanks accompanied the boys on their brief 
adventure to the USA. 
With the outbreak of war in September 1939, 
Jack and Gordon were back from America and 
at The Pines. Both enlisted two months later. 
We know that Gordon became a prisoner of 

war, while Jack left after the war to farm in 
Northern Rhodesia (now Zambia). It appears he 
had returned by 1959, as he died at Worthing. 
Another family fascination was smart cars. Lady 
Roll, having ordered two Rolls Royces before 
her husband’s death, took delivery of a Bentley, 
with a Barker Coupe Cabriolet body in 1935 
– which may be the one posed in front of The 
Pines in the photograph, while Jack was the first 
owner of a new Bentley in 1939. Our enquiry 
was from a specialist car dealer in Wales who 
had bought both vehicles and sought more 
information about their owners, thus starting 
our researches. Lady Roll was still at The Pines 
in 1941 and had moved to Higham, near 
Colchester by 1944, where she died in 1973, 
leaving £11,969. Gordon died in a nursing 
home in Brighton in 1976, leaving £169,696.
By 1946 The Pines is listed as a Surrey County 
Council hostel and between 1950 and 1954 
changed to being a council care home for the 
elderly until at least 1981. A 1970 advertisement 
for an assistant matron states that it was a care 
home with 23 beds. 
By January 1994 the big house had been 
demolished and five houses built on the 
site, described as ‘Woking’s most exclusive 
development of Barclay homes’. 
Richard and Rosemary Christophers

Sources and acknowledgements: Surrey History 
Centre: Various documents for Horsell Grange Estate; 
Rate book of 1888 for Horsell. British Newspaper 
Archive. Ancestry for census returns and 1939 
register. Obituary of Sir James Roll in 1998 at https://
peeragenews.blogspot.com/2018/08/obituary-rev-
sir-james-roll-bt.html 
The photographs of cars owned by Lady Roll and Jack 
Roll are kindly supplied by Real Car Company, Coed 
y Parc, Bethesda, Gwynedd LL57 4YS, www.realcar.
co.uk who in 2019 acquired for sale Jack’s and Lady 
Roll’s Bentleys. 

 

Alan Greenwood & Sons 
 

Independent Family Funeral Directors 
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Woking  
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Mimbridge Garden Estate 
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Visit Our Website for Full Details of Our Services and to View All Our Local Obituaries 
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Caring and Compassionate Service 24 hours 365 days  
Latest Jaguar or Mercedes Funeral Vehicles  

Golden Charter Pre-paid Funeral Plans  
Home Visit Arrangements  

Everything you would expect from a Funeral Director  
We will not be beaten on price 

AURORA TAX SERVICES LTD 
Probate Administration 

Services 
 

Accountancy and Taxation Services  
Accuracy     Integrity     Personal Service 

 

We can help with anything from applying for a Grant of Probate and dealing 
with the Inheritance tax through to dealing with all aspects of the estate. Fees 
agreed in advance. 
 

Authorised by the Association of Chartered Certified Accountants to carry out 
the reserved legal activity of non-contentious probate in England and Wales. 
 

Penny Cook is a Chartered Tax Adviser with thirty years’ experience in the 
profession and for a short time with HM Revenue and Customs. She was 
previously the Partner heading Private Client Services with Menzies LLP.  
 

Other services include:  
Income Tax and Capital Gains Tax Planning  

Inheritance Tax Planning  
Tax Return Preparation  

Full Accounting Service including Payroll and VAT Returns  
Accountancy and Tax Services for Trusts and Estates  

Advice for Non Domiciled Individuals and Offshore Trusts  
Tax Consultancy for Professional Practices  

 
The Studio, 2 Lynwood Close  M:    07814 68 7594  
Woodham, Woking   T:     01932 352 310  
GU21 5TJ     E:     penny@aurorataxservices.co.uk 
 

www.aurorataxservices.co.uk  
 

 

Augustus Sillem’s name is on one of the  
squares of stone at the foot of the cross.  
Photo: R & R Christophers.

Lady Roll’s Bentley of 1935. The house in 
the background may well be The Pines.

We have lived in Horsell since 1967 and have watched the town transformed at least twice. Richard read history 
at Oxford and was a curator in the British Museum, later the British Library, from 1961 until formal retirement in 
1995 and for the next 20 years catalogued modern literary manuscripts. He has a PhD on the 16th century Surrey 
clergy. Rosemary was a chartered librarian, working in public and school libraries. We are both long-standing 
members of Woking History Society, of which Richard is president, and have been heritage volunteers at The 
Lightbox for many years.

Photo: The Lightbox
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