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The Resident – Horsell Residents’ Association’s magazine about and for our village. 
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Advertising deadline: noon Sunday 19th April 2020 

Copy deadline: noon Sunday 26th April 2020

Articles and photographs about our village are welcomed from our whole community.
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robin_hoyle@hotmail.com
Hon. Treasurer: Carol Cheesman  
CarolC@Cheesman.co.uk
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robin_hoyle@hotmail.com

Why not support the association  
that supports you?

Become a member of HRA and help  
to support our village projects.  

See www.horsellresidents.com for full details of 
our aims and benefits.

Annual household membership is £5 by standing 
order (£6 pa cash or cheque). Or just pay £50 for 

lifelong household membership.
See www.horsellresidents.com/home/JoinUs  

or email info@horsellresidents.com.

Text and photos copyright individual 
authors and photographers as named.
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A word from the Editor
Greetings...

Horsell’s Christmas Market was a triumph, yet again. Our village is brilliant because 
it’s full of loads of people working together and giving their time and efforts to 
make events like these fun for all. Thank you to the wonderful team from Horsell 
Residents’ Association’s Second Thursday Club for making it so good.

Thanks also go to our local businesses who joined in with the fun. We are so 
fortunate to have such a great mix of traders who do their bit for the village. 
But I was talking to Kate from Apples and Pears who told me about a national 
campaign that could mean that we residents can also do our bit to support them. 
The idea is that we think about swapping where we spend our money. This isn’t 
about spending more, it’s about spending differently, spending locally.

We’ve got all the traders that you can see on the High Street but there are also 
those very small traders who don’t have shop fronts. The ‘Horsell Businesses’ 
page on Facebook is a useful way for them to let you know about them. Have a 
look – you’ll see some familiar faces and stallholders from the Christmas Market 
and the Village Show. And then have a think – could you switch and invest local?

Lucy
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May Fayre 2020
WHAT: Scouts and Guides’ May Fayre 2020

WHEN: Sunday 3rd May (note the date change)

WHERE: Wheatsheaf Common

With VE Day commemorations being the reason for the May Fayre 
date change this year, it is only right that we celebrate the amazing 
contribution that Scouts and Guides made to the country during the 
war years with a VE-themed May Fayre for 2020.

During these years, Scouts were trained to undertake over 170 National 
War Service jobs and also organised waste paper collections nationally 
to raise funds for the war effort. Girl Guides were no different. They  
Blitz Baked, knitted, sewed and dug for victory in support of the home 
front, often taking on roles which would have been previously done by 
adults who were now away fighting. For Rangers the Home Emergency 
Service armlet and badge were introduced, with a programme of  
training to earn them, involving initiative, first aid, air raid precaution 
knowledge and other skills.

And so what will the VE Day themed 2020 May Fayre include?
With the help of our most generous sponsors: Seymours Estate Agents, 
Trident Honda Addlestone, Halstead School, WADP Architects and 

Thurstons Brewery, we are sure this afternoon will be one to remember.

The main arena will showcase Summerscales Performers and Ridgeside 
Lurcher Racing from County Durham with a dog agility competition. 
Make sure you bring any canine friend who would be up for a challenge. 

Activities around the arena include: ‘The Classics at the Duke’ Car 
Club with their 60s-70s Fords; WW2 Military Display Vehicles, and 
professionally staffed, top of the range Climbing Wall and Caving Caverns.

And if that is all too exciting, sit back and take it easy with a burger and 
a locally-brewed Thurstons’ pint whilst listening to the Bracknell and 
Wokingham Community Band ‘Second Wind’ and Surrey Rainbow Choir 
in the music tent.

As the main annual fundraising event for Horsell Scouts and Guides, the 
£1 May Fayre programme, will be available from Horsell shops, or via 
our door to door Guides and Scouts in the local area in the few weeks 
leading up to the event, with great prizes on offer in the hourly raffle.

We look forward to seeing you there.

Kathy Gilbert

Contact: Richard Mackie, Horsell Scouts and Guides May Fayre Chairman  
715290 / 07801 545847

The Horsell Residents’ Association (HRA) has always 
attempted to assist local youth groups so at a recent 
committee meeting a cheque for £329.05 was donated to 
Birchmere campsite to help fund a defibrillator to be kept 
at the campsite for visitors.
Campsite Chairman, Richard Mackie welcomed and  
thanked the HRA for this invaluable support and he 
stressed that the unit will be kept available for members 
of the public who regularly run, walk, cycle or ride in the 
adjacent Wisley and Ockham common land. He explained 
that Birchmere campsite offers a fantastic outdoor 
experience for young people. 
For further details of Birchmere and to perhaps assist 
with further defibrillator funding, visit their website on 
birchmerescoutcampsite.org or call Richard (see number 
above).

Scouts even more prepared

Carol Cheesman, Honorary Treasurer of the Horsell Residents’ Association 
presents Richard Mackie with a cheque for £329.05 to help provide a defibrillator 
to be housed at  Birchmere, the camp site of Woking District Scouts.
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HRA’s Second Thursday Club
Horsell Residents’ Association’s (HRA) Second Thursday Club (STC) organises activities for everyone. STC Meetings are held on 
the second Thursday of each month, at 8pm in the Village Institute. If you would like to find out more, please come and join us. If 
you have an idea for the village, we would love to hear from you. We support events and activities which benefit Horsell residents.

WHAT: Horsell Flowerpot Festival 2020

WHEN: From Sunday 5th July 

WHERE: around the village

HRA’s STC will again be running the Horsell 
Flowerpot Festival during the summer.
The festival, now in its third year, is set to be 
better than ever with residents already plotting 
their contributions. Last year proved to be 
particularly successful with over 70 creations 
dotted around the village. Rumour has it that 
a ‘War of the Worlds’ Martian may be landing 
in the village.
So, over the spring months when you’re tidying 
up behind the garage or shed, don’t throw out 
the flowerpots. Instead, think what wonderful 
creature they could become. Get the family 
involved or maybe go for a neighbour/street 
collaboration? Let’s make this one bigger and 
better than before.
The festival will run from Sunday 5th July and 
more information will be made available over 
the coming months.
Nancy Randall

 

Alan Greenwood & Sons 
 

Independent Family Funeral Directors 
 

5, The Parade 
Frimley,  

Camberley 
GU16 7HY 

01276 684 650 
 

1 Anchor Hill,  
Knaphill,  
Woking  

GU21 2HL 
01483 487889 

 

2 Aldershot Road 
Woodbridge Hill 

Guildford 
GU2 8AF 

01483 567845 
 

14 Guildford Road 
Bagshot 

GU19 5JH 
01276 473 707 

 
 

Mimbridge Garden Estate 
Station Road 

Chobham 
GU24 8AR 

01276 858363  
 

66 Send Road 
Send,  

Woking 
GU23 7EU 

01483 210 222  
 

Visit Our Website for Full Details of Our Services and to View All Our Local Obituaries 
www.alangreenwoodfunerals.com 

 

Caring and Compassionate Service 24 hours 365 days  
Latest Jaguar or Mercedes Funeral Vehicles  

Golden Charter Pre-paid Funeral Plans  
Home Visit Arrangements  

Everything you would expect from a Funeral Director  
We will not be beaten on price 

AURORA TAX SERVICES LTD 
Probate Administration 

Services 
 

Accountancy and Taxation Services  
Accuracy     Integrity     Personal Service 

 

We can help with anything from applying for a Grant of Probate and dealing 
with the Inheritance tax through to dealing with all aspects of the estate. Fees 
agreed in advance. 
 

Authorised by the Association of Chartered Certified Accountants to carry out 
the reserved legal activity of non-contentious probate in England and Wales. 
 

Penny Cook is a Chartered Tax Adviser with thirty years’ experience in the 
profession and for a short time with HM Revenue and Customs. She was 
previously the Partner heading Private Client Services with Menzies LLP.  
 

Other services include:  
Income Tax and Capital Gains Tax Planning  

Inheritance Tax Planning  
Tax Return Preparation  

Full Accounting Service including Payroll and VAT Returns  
Accountancy and Tax Services for Trusts and Estates  

Advice for Non Domiciled Individuals and Offshore Trusts  
Tax Consultancy for Professional Practices  

 
The Studio, 2 Lynwood Close  M:    07814 68 7594  
Woodham, Woking   T:     01932 352 310  
GU21 5TJ     E:     penny@aurorataxservices.co.uk 
 

www.aurorataxservices.co.uk  
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WHAT: Woodlanders

WHEN: 9.30am, every second 
Saturday for about three hours 
(including coffee break). 

WHERE: around the village

NEXT DATES: 4th April (Village Hall car 
park), 9th May (St Mary’s Churchyard)

The Woodlanders care for our local environ-
ment. We look after Pares Woodland Garden, 
help in St Mary’s Churchyard and the Village 

Hall grounds and trim overgrown hedges along 
the footpaths of Horsell.
Our main project at the moment is the 
wild flower and peace garden in St Mary’s 
Churchyard. This focuses on bee, butterfly and 
insect friendly plants. 
We welcome any extra help in the form of 
people to join us or the following plants 
and seeds: comfrey, hyssop, chives, thyme, 
lavender, rosemary, marjoram, fennel, sedum, 
perennial aster/Michaelmas daisy or other 
herbs which are nectar/pollen rich, for 
example, annuals such as basil and borage.

If you can help in any way, please contact 
Caroline at c.e.hughes@ntlworld.com or 767980
Caroline Hughes

WHAT: Adopt a grave

WHEN: you have a spare moment 

WHERE: St Mary’s Churchyard

There are more than 2000 graves in St Mary’s 
Churchyard. With the help of around 40 
people who have ‘adopted’ graves, including 
the hard work of some teenagers doing their 
Duke of Edinburgh Award service work, two 
large sections are cared for regularly, making 
sure the grass is trimmed around each grave. 

The churchyard will be open for the Horsell 
Garden Safari, on the 13th and 14th June. 
With your help, it could all be looking extra 
beautiful, maybe with a few flowers on the 
graves? Each adopter works on ‘their’ graves 
when it suits them, at their own pace. Everyone 
really enjoys the peace of the churchyard and 
the sense of being part of the community. Our 
efforts help members of the church who work 
very hard to maintain other sections.
For more information or to volunteer, contact 
c.e.hughes@ntlworld.com or 767980
Caroline Hughes

WHAT: Weekly Wednesday Walks…  
and more!
WHEN: Every Wednesday from 
9.50am. Thursday walks start 
21st May at 7.20pm. Shorter 
Friday walks start 13th March
WHERE: Wednesday and Thursday 
walks meet at the village notice board 
outside Beijing Restaurant. Friday 
walks start at The Cricketers. Special 
interest walks detailed below.

Nature can take us to a different place. Going 
out for a walk, feeling the wind in my hair and 
smelling the fresh air is rejuvenating. Come 
along and try it!
We celebrated two years of Horsell walks in 
January with a record number of us, 40 in fact, 
walking to the sandpits on Horsell Common, 

then to Wheatsheaf Common, ending at The 
Red Lion after 90 minutes for a fantastic lunch. 
There are at least 14 different walks, ranging 
from 3 to 5 miles, all starting and ending in 
Horsell High Street. Throughout the year we 
meet every Wednesday near the village notice 
board outside Beijing Restaurant at 9.50am 
and get back between 11.30 and 12.00. Many 
of us then enjoy a drink in The Red Lion or Café 
Primo, chatting and relaxing together. It is an 
easy way to meet each other and everyone is 
welcome. Just turn up whenever you feel like 
some fresh air, exercise and company.
EXTRA THURSDAY EVENING walks, starting 
21st May until 27th August. Meet at the 
noticeboard at 7.20pm. Return between 9 and 
9.30pm with time for a quick drink and chat at 
The Crown.
Volunteers are needed to help lead the 
SHORTER WEEKLY WALKS on FRIDAYS. These 
will start 13th March, leaving The Cricketers at 

10am and will be about 45 minutes. 
SPECIAL INTEREST MONDAY afternoon walks: 
TREES in Horsell, Woking, St. Johns starting 
4th May. Using ‘The Tree Heritage Rambles’ 
by Martin Humphrey as our guide and BAT 
WALKS at dusk with Greg.
For details for bat walks, Monday tree walks 
or if you are able to lead Friday shorter 
walks, please contact Caroline, 767980 or 
c.e.hughes@ntlworld.com
Caroline Hughes

Your photo could appear in the 2021 Horsell Charity Calendar
The Horsell Charity Calendar has been created 
every year since 2016 and has raised over 
£17,000 for local charities. The calendar team 
are starting work on the 2021 calendar and we 
need your help! 

We’d love to see your photos. What we’re 
looking for is anything to do with Horsell. Here 
are some ideas:
•  Our village through the seasons or through 

the years
• Any vintage photos you may have of Horsell
•  Flora or fauna from the common or elsewhere 

in Horsell 
•  Shots from Horsell activities – the Village 

show or Flowerpot Festival for example

•  Shots of beautiful houses or buildings in 
Horsell – or parts of them.

•  Photos of artwork depicting Horsell – but if 
you are not the person who made that art 
you need to ask permission of the artist.

•  Something more abstract – but still with a 
Horsell link.

There are a few rules. Remember that the 
photos in the calendar are almost square – 
so your photo would need to look good in 
that shape. We’ve been sent some fabulous 
photos in the past that just don’t look right 
when converted to that format. If there are 
any identifiable people on the pictures, you’ll 
need their permission to enter the photo for 
the calendar.

The full-size photos need to be taken at high 
resolution (a file size of at least 1Mb) so they 
will look good in the calendar. 

Please send your photos to horsellcalendar@
horsellresidents.com by 31 March 2020.

Lizzie Judson



6 7

WHAT: Dance for Parkinson’s

WHEN: Wednesdays

WHERE: Trinity Methodist Church

COST: £6

Dance for Parkinson’s classes are starting at Trinity Methodist Church, 
Brewery Road every Wednesday 1.30-2.20pm (term time) and then 
time for tea and coffee. Led by professional dance teacher Kate from 
Inclusive Intergenerational Dance (IID), who specialises in dance for 
health within Surrey, with specific training in Dance for Parkinson’s.
Dance has proven benefits for people living with Parkinson’s and classes 
are becoming increasingly popular. Parkinson’s is a progressive neurological 
movement disorder which can affect initiation of movement, balance, 
walking and general quality of life. Dance is a stimulating mental activity 
connecting body and mind, with a basis in rhythm. Dance for people 
living with Parkinson’s can promote the emotional, physical and social 
engagement through the use, telling stories, sparking aesthetic 
imagination, developing grace and flow of movement. Classes are 
also open to carers and family members, creating opportunities to 
build communities. Participants in a dance for Parkinson’s class have 
the opportunity to leave Parkinson’s at the door and find joy in dancing. 
New members are welcome to a free taster class, classes are then 
£6 per session. Any further enquiries please contact Kate at 
iidconsortium@gmail.com or 07984791402. 

Au revoir, Goodbye or Veloma!
When I first walked into the village 21 years ago, it was on a quiet 
Sunday afternoon, just to satisfy my curiosity before accepting the role 
of pharmacist. I was seduced by the charm of Horsell.
Walking in every day since, I have tried to help in fulfilling my role 
of dispensing medicines and helping by giving advice and medical 
recommendations. In return, Horsell residents have adopted me and 
my wife Tina as part of the community. Alongside, during my stay in 
Woking,  I have implemented a charity project in Madagascar (my native 
Island) in helping two primary schools. This has been supported by 
Horsell Residents and Horsell schools.
My professional journey will be ending soon as I will retire from work 
on 31st March. A huge thank you to all residents! You made me feel at 
home. I will never forget these 21 years in Horsell. 
Veloma!
Paul Andrianantenaina, your (almost-ex) pharmacist

FIELD’S CAR CENTRE
Premier Service 

Expert Care

FIELD’S CAR CENTRE
Premier Service

Expert Care

WOKING’S PREMIER SERVICE CENTRE
WHY GO ANYWHERE ELSE?

IS YOUR CAR DUE A SERVICE?
Does your car need EXPERT attention from a company you can TRUST?

Are you looking for a local Car Service Centre that is HONEST and
PROFESSIONAL, that will go that extra mile for you and your car?

Here at Field’s Car Centre we pride ourselves on our quality of service, 
customer care and after sales attention. All car services are carried out 

by trustworthy, expert mechanics with the highest attention to detail.

Talk to us today about your service requirements or visit
www.fields-carcentre.co.uk

Just type in your registration for an on-line estimate.

Tel: 01483 766634
Units 5-7 Goldsworth Road Ind Est.

(Just over the bridge from Horsell Moor)

Horsell happenings
St Mary’s says goodbye to vicar
Parishioners bade farewell to the vicar of Horsell’s St Mary’s Church at 
a service on 19th January.
The Rev Sarah Hayes headed home to the Cotswolds after six and a  
half years at St Mary’s to take up a new job and look after her 93-year-
old father. 
Her final service was followed by a presentation of gifts from the  
CofE Junior School in the form of 360 messages, of which Celia Wand, 
the headteacher, read out a few, a similar card from the young people 
in the congregation, a paper mouse from our Nativity scene (a personal 
favourite of Sarah’s, and a gingerbread motor home! There was also 
a generous cheque. This was followed by a special brunch in the St 
Andrew’s room, Sarah’s request.
Sarah moved to take up a part-time post with the Waterways Chaplaincy 
as their Lead Chaplain for the south of England. She has been a canal 
boater for many years and is passionate about the country’s inland 
waterways.
She was ordained after a career with a City law firm, specialising in 
finance and corporate governance. Two years of training was followed 
by three years as curate of St James’ Church in Chipping Campden in 
the north Cotswolds.
Sarah is also a trustee of the Bible Reading Fellowship, which promotes 
the ‘Messy Church’ ministry for families and children, and she helped to 
set up a very successful monthly Messy Church at St Mary’s.
Her departure leaves a vacancy at the church as the CofE rules insist. 
This gives time for parishioners and church leaders to give their views 
on what they want from a new vicar. 
A number of volunteers have joined together to form a small manage-
ment team to ensure the smooth running of the church in the absence 

of a vicar. A Parish Profile Team has also been formed to present an 
attractive brochure about St Mary’s successes and needs for the future.
It is expected that interviews for Sarah’s successor will take place in 
April. In the meantime, services will continue as normal taken by the 
Associate Minister, Peter Brown, and ministers from other churches.
Pete Grieve

(From L to R) Marcus Brookfield, 
St Mary’s children and families 
worker, Mike Couper, Pam Rowe 
(churchwardens), Rev Sarah Hayes.

Celia Wand presenting gifts 
from the congregation.
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~ Developing potential for life ~

Church Hill House, Horsell, Woking, 
Surrey GU21 4QW
Telephone: 01483 760943
www.st-andrews.woking.sch.uk
Reg. Charity No. 297580 ~ Established to promote 
and provide for the advancement of  education

INDEPENDENT DAY SCHOOL FOR GIRLS & BOYS AGED 3-13

Because your child deserves to be

happy
A positive attitude towards learning  
that lasts a lifetime.

‘Excellent’ in all areas - ISI Inspection 2016
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Friday 13th March

Thursday 7th May 

9am – 11am

No appointment necessary.

Computer Repairs,
Upgrades & Advice

Need Help? Call Mike
Tel: 07505 100386

Office: 01483 830200
Over 37 years computing experience

�  Computer Crashing/Virus?
�  Problem with iPad or Tablet
�  Computer Running Slow?
�  Broadband, Internet, LAN or Network Problems?
�  Supporting Home and Office
�  Help with most things Technical
�  No Fix No Fee

Apple, Windows, Linux, Raspberry Pi,

Networking, Wireless LAN, Internet, Software

£10 Discount for new customers with this advert
www.thecomputervan.co.uk
Email: mike.sheldon@thecomputervan.co.uk

Your Local Chartered Surveyors

RICS HomeBuyer Reports 

Building Surveys 

Valuations  

All Types Of Buildings 

Over 30 Years Experience 

Call Or Visit Us Today For A  
Competitive Quote 

Frazers Surveyors Ltd 
Thornash House, 37 High St, Horsell, GU21 4UR 

T: 01483 730909  E: surveying@frazers.co.uk 
www.frazers.co.uk  

Horsell Care
Horsell Care acting as a ‘Good Neighbour 
Scheme’ has been operating in Horsell for the 
past 20 years. Horsell Care and the invaluable 
work it does in supporting our local community, 
was recognised by BBC Surrey and Sussex in 
winning the 2018 Community Heroes Award 
in the category ‘Good Neighbour Scheme”. 
Horsell Care is proud to have presented the 
Woking and Sam Beare Hospices (WSBH) 
with a donation of £2000. Most clients have 

a long-term relationship with Horsell and  
its community and when canvasing them, 
WSBH came top in terms of their priority for 
donation.

The ceremony was attended by Mayor Beryl 
Hunwicks; Marian Imrie, CEO of the Hospice; 
David Reeve, Chairman of Horsell Care; 
Richard Sanderson, previous Chairman; Carole 
Moran, Committee Member, and Mary Temple 
one of the ‘founders’ of Horsell Care.

Neels Crick

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Sunday 5th July Picnic on the Green

Friday 10th July Horsell Residents’ Association AGM.  
7.30pm Horsell Village Hall. Full agenda in the next  
issue of The Resident.

Saturday 25th July Horsell Village Show

And really looking ahead… Saturday 5th December  
Horsell Christmas Market.

WHAT: Horsell Garden Safari 2020

WHEN: 13th and 14th June

WHERE: Village gardens

Don’t forget to put the dates for Horsell’s 
Garden Safari in your diary. This year we have 
over 25 gardens opening - at least 7 of them 
new to visitors. If you haven’t opened for us 

- why not go on the safari and see for yourself 
what it is all about? We are always happy to 
welcome new gardens and will be on the 
lookout for anyone new thinking of opening 
in 2021. If you are considering opening and 
want more information about what is involved, 
do let me know. We are happy to chat on the 
phone or drop round to give you an idea of 
what is involved.
The garden can be small or large, landscaped 
or not, sunny or shady, colourful or not – 
our visitors find something to enjoy in the 
wonderfully broad range of Horsell garden 
styles. You can open one day or both and offer 
refreshments or not as suits you.
Do enjoy this year’s safari and get in touch and 
let me know if you want to be on our list of 
great safari gardens next year. 
Gail Bromley

You can get in touch with Gail at bromleysglad@
gmail.com or 07759313492
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Horsell Christmas Market 2019

2019 celebrated the 8th Horsell Christmas Market organised by HRA’s STC and made 
possible on the day with the help of many volunteers. Each year, we hope that the 
Christmas Market in Horsell provides an opportunity for local crafts people to sell their 
goods, that it will bring extra trade to the High Street and it will give all of us residents 
a chance to buy very special and unique gifts and enjoy a great Christmassy afternoon. 
We were not disappointed!
Organising started at the end of August and 
it was not long before we were booking stall 
holders, performers and ordering 29 Christmas 
trees and much more.

Saturday 7th December was dry, still and mild 
so promised to be a perfect winter’s day for 
setting up gazebos and stalls and enjoying 
mooching round and doing some Christmas 
shopping, enjoying mulled wine and bumping 
into friends. This year there was a record 
number of stalls, many of them new, selling 
beautiful handmade silver jewellery, gorgeous 
fashion items, wood-turned bowls and vases, 
handcrafted beers and mulled wine and apple 
cider, cards, cakes, pashmina shawls. The list is 
very long. The stalls stretched from The Crown 
right into the Evangelical Church. 

There were activities for children with face 
painting, games and I-Spy. There was music 
all afternoon from bands in the High Street 
and also in the Evangelical Church car park. As 
darkness fell, the Christmas trees started to 
twinkle as their lights came on and the stalls 
shone with their illuminations, making it all 
very festive.

The whole event was really helped to go with a 
swing by all the musicians who gave their time 
to entertain us. Thank you to them.

The crowds started to clear at 5.30pm and by  
8pm there was no sign of the afternoon’s activity: 
just a quiet High Street. However, in Scout HQ all 
the gazebos were being opened out to dry and 
on Sunday several hours were spent cleaning, 
folding, packing then storing them in the HRA shed!

Horsell Christmas Trees
STC ordered 29 Christmas trees this year to go 
above the shops and pubs and to decorate the 
Market. Sounds easy enough but takes many 
days to test, repair and reorder lights and new 
batteries. Another weekend is needed to get 
them ready, decorated and installed and finally 
at 12th night, they need to be taken down, 
stripped, lighting checked and stored for next 
year. There was a fantastic group of volunteers 
to help – thank you so much. We hope you 
enjoyed our efforts.
STC could not have done all of this without 
lots of help. It cost around £1,500 to put the 
Market on. Thank you to all the local traders 
who sponsored it and so made it possible. 
Frazers’ donation allowed us to buy Christmas 
trees for the High Street. Thank you to all the 
following for their donations and participation: 
Bailey’s jewellers, Beijing Restaurant, Boz, Café 
Class, Café Primo, Hamlyns, Heaters, KRB 
Windows, Lisa Jones, Norsworthy’s, Patches, 
Prince & Sons Butchers, Sophie Sews, Squisito, 
Studio 101, The Cricketers, The Crown, Horsell 
Framing Company and the Village Barber. 

Paradox Duo

Mayor Beryl Hunwicks and HRA’s Robin Hoyle* Mike and Sue Tozer* John Mintram*

No Direction
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We also thank: Seymours for advertising in The 
Resident and putting advertising boards around 
the village; Startrite Autos for their magnificent 
Christmas tree; all the traders who decorated 
their shop windows; Prince and Sons for selling 
ever popular hamburgers outside their shop, and 
all shops who put out an extra stall, especially 
those raising money for charity.
Thanks to: Horsell Evangelical Church for letting 
us use their car park, church and for all their 
help; the Scouts for letting us use Scout HQ for 
decorating the Christmas trees and for drying 

the gazebos; clubs and the Junior School for 
letting us use their parking for musicians; all 
the musicians and stall holders and to all the 
volunteers. What a great community event with 
so many contributing in so many ways. And 
what a lot of local talent and good will!
So, when is the 2020 Horsell Christmas Market? 
Saturday December 5th. We’re already planning 
and looking for volunteers. If you want to be 
involved in a big or little way please get in touch 
at xmas@horsellresidents.com. 

£3400 
FOR CHARITY

The Market helps local groups to raise money for charity (charity 
stall-holders are not charged for their stall). Huge congratulations to 
all those giving up your time. Together, you raised £3400 for charity 
in one afternoon. Amazing.

Tenda Cakes*

The Cricketers Team* Embroiderers’ Guild

Enjoying the Christmas Tree Festival*

Dee’s KitchenStrawberry Quilting

Thank you to Bob Holmes of Woking News and Mail for the photos indicated with * and to Caroline Hughes for the other photos.

Karen’s Cakes*
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Spring on the Heath

We have great news! Owing to amazing work by Horsell Common 
Preservation Society (HCPS), and thanks to visitors sticking to footpaths, 
last summer Horsell Common had its first successful woodlark breeding 
in over a decade!

I always look forward to the arrival of spring on the heath. The first 
refrains of the woodlark’s fluting, melodic song are truly uplifting! It’s 
heartening too to see the first bumblebees waking from hibernation, 
looking for willow or gorse flowers to give them a much-needed 
boost; and exciting when a heathland wander is rewarded with the 
first butterfly of the year – most likely the bright yellow of a beautiful 
brimstone. 

As spring arrives, we once again enter the annual nesting season. We’re 
looking forward to reporting more successes, but the birds need your 
help. From 1st March to mid-September, rare woodlark, nightjar and 
Dartford warbler, and the more common chiffchaff, willow warbler 
and stonechat, will be raising the next generation. They all nest on the 
ground (or very close to it) and are extremely vulnerable to disturbance. 
We can all help give them the space they need by sticking to main paths 
and keeping dogs out of the vegetation.

Our heathlands may be wonderful and full of life, supporting many 
interesting plants, invertebrates and birds, but they are also fragile. 
Horsell Common is part of the Thames Basin Heaths Special Protection 
Area.

For more ideas on how to keep it flourishing, speak to one of our 
wardening team when you see us or visit www.tbhpartnership.org.uk.

Thank you!

Michael Jones
Education & Engagement Officer – Thames Basin Heaths Partnership

Canines on the Common
HCPS is hosting an event for Woking and Sam Beare Hospices: a family 
dog fun day on Saturday 16th May 2020. While we need you to keep 
dogs out of the vegetation on the heath (see Michael’s article, above), 
they are welcome, especially to this event. Full details will be put on our 
website and Facebook pages closer to the time.

Rachel Jones, Senior Ranger HCPS
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A reminder that NO FIRES of any kind are allowed anywhere 
on the Common. This covers all types of BBQ, including 
disposable. The fire risk is too high. Fire caused a lot of damage 
to the heathlands wildlife in the last two summers. Thank you.

Rachel Jones, HCPS

Brimstone butterfly Bumblebee

Woodlark on Horsell Common
Photos: Michael Jones
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SUPPORTING OUR LOCAL COMMUNITY FOR OVER 50 YEARS

YOUR LOCAL 
DOMESTIC 
APPLIANCE 

SUPERSTORE
SALES • ADVICE • REPAIRS

Support your local high street!
Buy online at

rsmdomesticappliances.com

Call 01483 475000
Showrooms in Knaphill, Ashtead, 
Bookham and Epsom

At RSM, we o� er a fast and friendly repair 
service for most domestic appliances, 
delivered by fully quali� ed engineers. 
Take advantage of our � xed price call 
outs/labour charges.* *Plus parts and VAT

COMPETITIVE
PRICES

WITH

GREAT 
OFFERS 

IN-STORE
         
Yoga by Shen   

Weekly classes for everyone – mixed ability 

Mondays - 7.30pm & Wednesdays 10am 
 Horsell Parish Hall, High Street, Horsell, Woking GU21 4SS  
Wednesdays – 8pm 
Churchill Suite, Winston Churchill School, St Johns GU21 8TL 
Thursdays - 6.30pm  
Maybury Centre, Boardschool Road, Woking GU21 5HD 
 

Private bookings taken for companies/private 
functions/complete beginners 
 Children’s Yoga for ages 7-11   

Phone/Text 07960 700 630 to book 
Email: yogabyshen@gmail.com 

 

If you have never tried yoga  - give it a go! 
The classes are in a friendly and fun environment for all ages and 

abilities.  Yoga can help you to lose weight and gain flexibility in the 
joints to enable you to live life to the full.  
Yoga is physiotherapy for the mind and body! 

Please bring a yoga mat and a smile ���� mats also for hire 
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 Horsell Parish Hall, High Street, Horsell, Woking GU21 4SS  
Wednesdays – 8pm 
Churchill Suite, Winston Churchill School, St Johns GU21 8TL 
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Maybury Centre, Boardschool Road, Woking GU21 5HD 
 

Private bookings taken for companies/private 
functions/complete beginners 
 Children’s Yoga for ages 7-11   

Phone/Text 07960 700 630 to book 
Email: yogabyshen@gmail.com 

 

If you have never tried yoga  - give it a go! 
The classes are in a friendly and fun environment for all ages and 

abilities.  Yoga can help you to lose weight and gain flexibility in the 
joints to enable you to live life to the full.  
Yoga is physiotherapy for the mind and body! 

Please bring a yoga mat and a smile ���� mats also for hire 
 

Horsell Gardens

There are many pitfalls in gardening, but one I see time and time again 
is selection of plants for their flowers over their foliage. How many of 
us are guilty of this, having fallen in love with a plant in full bloom at 
the garden centre, brought it home, only to have to cajole and squash it 
in amongst other spur-of-the-moment purchases as there is no room?
As a self-confessed plantaholic, I’ve made spontaneous buys in the 
past, but like to think I now know better. When selecting plants for your 
borders you need to go through a whole list of criteria to ensure it is the 
right plant and it may surprise you to know that personal taste actually 
falls far down the rankings.
Foliage lasts so much longer than flowers. Take Adiantum venustum for 
instance, this will give you the daintiest of fronds year-round, but being 
a fern, will not give you a single flower. Sophora prostrata ‘Little Baby’, a 
medium sized shrub with a zig zag branch structure, equally gives you 
an excuse to get up close with its minute dark green leaves. Podophyllum 
versipelle ‘Spotty Dotty’, by contrast, has hand-sized leaves with dark 
patination. It does have pretty scented flowers but they are well hidden 
by the foliage, which is probably for the best as the aroma is targeted at 
the flies which pollinate it.
Misjudging the mature size of a plant is another common mistake and 
no wonder really, when books and plant labels give contradictory sizes. 
Some of this discrepancy will be dictated by suitability of the site and 
the amount of fertility of the soil. Shoe-horning in yet another plant in 

an already packed-to-the-gunwales border is never going to show it off 
to its best as they will compete for water, food and light. 
Poor performance after planting can be disappointing. Chances are the 
garden centre pumped it full of food like it was going out of fashion and 
the likelihood is when entering your garden, it’ll be put on a crash diet. 
Plants need time to settle into their new surroundings. Never expect 
to get top performance from a plant in its first year, some may even 
need up to five years. All the while, don’t underestimate what is going 
on below ground where good root development is key and will help 
overcome drought. Watering is critical in the first season, or for more 
difficult areas, like dry-shade, for the first three years.
2020 sees some new plants making an appearance. Clematis ‘Little 
Lemons’ looks promising, a pint-sized miniature of Clematis tangutica. 
At just 50cm this could work in a hanging basket. As a fan of Stachys 
officinalis ‘Hummelo’, I’ll be interested to see how two new varieties 
perform reclassified as Betony officinalis ‘Summer Romance’ and 
‘Summer Crush’.
If you struggle to choose plants for your garden or just don’t know where 
to begin then I’d be interested to hear from you as I’m looking into the 
possibility of running short gardening courses in the future covering 
subjects such as choosing plants for your own garden. For more details 
email me at enquiries@paintedfern.co.uk.
Pamela Barden. Local multi-award winning garden designer

Adiantum venustum Podophyllum versipelle ‘Spotty Dotty’ Sophora prostrata ‘Little Baby’
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No crisis means all 
change at Horsell 
Prepared
Ever since Horsell Prepared was formed back 
in May 2018, there hasn’t been any major 
incident in the village which has required its 
volunteers to spring into action. Obviously, 
this is a good thing. But it carries its own 
challenges for the group. With no engagement 
with emergency services or ‘real’ incidents we 
have not gained operational experience, and it 
must have also raised doubts in our volunteers 
about our group’s purpose and their continued 
involvement.
Horsell Prepared was formed with the objective 
of creating a community volunteer capability 
to help Horsell in a major incident affecting 
multiple households. As an integral part of 
Woking Borough Council’s Resilience Plan, 
we believed that our group with its core team 
plus 80+ volunteers could help by supporting 
the council, the emergency services and utility 
companies. 
However, we now feel the time is right to 
change the way we work. We want to make 
sure that we can respond more effectively to 
our village’s needs.
We are expanding what we will do, 
from dealing only with incidents affecting 

“multi-households”, to one that responds to a 
“community emergency or incident requiring 
a concerted volunteer response”. Examples of 
community emergencies include:
• Adverse weather e.g. deep snow or ice
• Power cuts
• Floods
• Wildfires on the Common
• Missing local persons
• Water supply problems
With this expanded scope, we expect to 
activate volunteers a few times a year.
We’re also simplifying our communication 
methods by using WhatsApp on mobile phones. 
Our co-ordinators will use WhatsApp to alert 
volunteers of any community emergency 
and what support might be required. Those 
volunteers who are available and willing to 
offer any help in that instance will be invited by 
message to join a temporary WhatsApp group 
exclusively for volunteers helping in this one 
emergency. 
We would also like to grow our volunteer 
list. All we ask of volunteers is to be in our 
WhatsApp group to hear about community 
emergencies and to consider helping, if able, 
when needed. Our WhatsApp Group won’t 
be a chatty group. Only our co-ordinators will 
be able to post in the group, so there will be 
only very occasional messages, to keep the 

emergency communication channel open, 
unless there’s an emergency of course.
Existing volunteers should by now have 
received an email and text message requesting 
confirmation of their continued involvement 
and to ask permission to add them to our 
WhatsApp Group. Horsell Snow Angels 
will also be rolling into Horsell Prepared so 
previous Snow Angels volunteers should also 
have been informed. 
If you haven’t received this, or you would 
like to become a new volunteer or get more 
information about joining our core organising 
team, please go to the following webpage:  
bit.ly/horsell-prepared
Alan Taylor
Horsell Prepared Team

Horsell Prepared

The one and only  
authentic Italian  

take-away in  

  
making fresh, tasty  

exquisite Italian food

Horsell

Home delivery*

Find us on  
Horsell High Street
Open 12 to 23.00 
12 to 22.00 Sunday

order online at www.squisitos.co.uk

* charge applies.

Christmas winner
Horsell Prepared Christmas hamper 
winner Emma (and her little angel) 
were certainly prepared for Christmas 
and beyond with this box of goodies 
from the Horsell Prepared team.

Horsell Prepared team at their stall at the 
Horsell Christmas market whose volunteers 
also provided the First Aid cover.
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Happy 100th birthday to Horsell 
Bowling Club
Horsell Bowling Club was started by Philip Childs, licensee of the Red 
Lion, one hundred years ago. He set it up in what is now the garden of 
the pub. Two rinks were laid out, which were later increased to three 
with a pavilion. About 45 members (including some ladies) played there.
Roll on a few years and Cllr. Archie Benstead is interested in recreation 
facilities for the village. He tried for many years to persuade the council 
to establish a recreation ground on Hart’s Field, which was then next to 
the Village Hall. This was to provide for a children’s playground, a tennis 
court, space for a bowling green, ornamental gardens and a car park. 
Finally, in March 1954, his proposal that Hart’s Field should be used for 
these purposes and known as Queen Elizabeth Gardens was accepted 
and the Gardens were opened as a recreation ground to the public on 
6th June 1956. All facilities were built… except for the bowling green.
The bowling green was eventually opened in July 1964 by Cllr. Benstead, 
who played the first bowl. A pavilion was built by club members and 
used until it was demolished and the present one built on the same site. 

This new, and current, pavilion was opened on 7th March 2009 by the 
Mayor of Woking, Cllr. Peter Ankers.
Horsell is a thriving club and we welcome new members to join us. We 
are very easy to find in Queen Elizabeth Gardens, High Street, Horsell, 
next to the Village hall and opposite The Crown.
This year we are holding our Open Day on Saturday 11th April between 
9.45 and 11.30am. This is the ideal time for novice and experienced 
bowlers to try out their bowling skills. Come along to meet our six 
qualified coaches, play bowls, have a chat and a coffee and see how 
you get on.
All equipment will be provided, just wear flat shoes. Further details from 
Tricia on 01483 760170 or tricia.horsell.bowls@gmail.com

Horsell Bowls

T H E  F A M I LY  YO U  
C A N  T U R N  T O...  

Seven generations of our family have 
been helping and advising local families 

in their time of need. 

For over 230 years we have been 
providing funerals, both modest and 

traditional, with care and compassion.

WOKING 

48-54 Goldsworth Road GU21 6LE 
01483 768942

YOUR LOCAL FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Horsell bowling club house. Photo: Horsell bowling club.

Photo: Horsell bowling club.
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Cricket in Horsell goes back to at least 1861 when a 20-a-side match was 
played and there are signs of a club by 1864, as well as ‘The Cricketers’ 
being so named by 1865 indicating cricket being played nearby. But this 
article is not a history of cricket in Horsell, for which a comprehensive 
history by Geoff Payne and Peter Murphy is available on the Woking and  
Horsell Cricket Club’s website http://www.whcc.org.uk/historylink. The  
loan of many papers relating to the Sports Ground has led us to write  
about how it came into being in 1921 and the challenges faced thereafter.
The year 1919 saw notice being given by Revd Norman Pares, the Vicar 
of Horsell, to the Horsell Cricket Club which had, probably since its 
foundation in 1905, played in the ‘Vicarage Field’, a piece of glebe land 
now occupied by the lower playing field of St Andrew’s School. Until a 
new ground was found Pares allowed matches to continue there but 
remarked in the February 1921 Parish Magazine, “Glad to hear efforts 
being made to provide the parish with a cricket ground and I am glad 
to support them. The present ground by reason of its narrowness and 
boundaries which can be reached by very poor hits indeed never has 
been and never will be a fit place for matches. Nevertheless, I am glad 
that it has able for the want of a better place, to supply the need of a 
ground for several years.” The formation of ‘The Association’ is noted 
in the April 1921 issue, a group to deal with this issue. Pares, who had 
been president of the Cricket Club for many years and attended the 
inaugural meeting of the Association, was soon dropped as president.
The Association began in February 1921 and members inspected three 
sites for a ground: Brewery Field of 4 acres (former ground of the 
defunct Woking Cricket Club); Stedman’s Field of 4.37acres (offered at 
£1500); and Major Bernard’s field, probably in the Grobars Avenue area. 
Stedman’s was chosen and 107 subscribers contributed to its purchase. 
A number of trustees were appointed with what turned out to be badly 
framed terms on which they might be replaced on death or removal. 

After James Stedman had relinquished his brewing interest the 
ground was used in 1921 for grazing cows and the horses of Woking 
Co-operative Society. Various works were undertaken to make the land 
suitable for sports and over the years the Association provided tennis 
courts and a successful putting green, and authorised the use of the 
field for the village school’s games (under supervision) and for annual 
Scout sports. They also authorised tug-of-war practice and an open-air 
dancing festival, although they could not see their way to including full 
size hockey facilities at the ground.
By 1922 it was reported that the field was proving a boon to the village. 
The ‘News and Mail’ report of the 1923 Annual General Meeting stated 
that the ground should be an opportunity for “members of all classes” 
to meet each other. However, in spite of charging users (principally 
the Cricket Club and also including Woking Post Office Football Club) 
rents for the use of the ground, by 1925 there was an overdraft, which 
persisted, and in 1931 the Association was still appealing for greater 
interest by village people. A proposal in 1928 to allow tennis on 
Sundays, while one of the trustees said that they were not “arbiters for 
the village or guardians of morals”, was defeated. At the end of 1932 
apart from concern that the charge of 9d (4p) for a set tea was too high 
to be productive, the committee turned to consideration of the future 
of the ground. 
Woking Urban District Council (UDC) had sought particulars of the land 
in connection with its building plans which caused the committee to 
draw up a scheme to ensure that the Association rather than private 
persons remained responsible for the land. As a foreshadowing of later 
developments, the secretary suggested renewing the approach of 1927 
to the National Playing Fields Association (NPFA) to take over the 
ground, but this was not agreed, nor was the idea of selling the ground 
and buying a new one. But here the minute book ends. In 1935 the 
Cricket Club took over management of the ground, providing a new gate 
and a balustrade in front of the pavilion, but by 1939 relinquished the 
task and again there was a proposal to transfer it to NPFA. This fell with 
the start of World War 2, when it was agreed that it could be used for 
evacuee children. Woking UDC could not be persuaded to take it over, 
but, with reluctance in some quarters, the UDC were happy to see it 
transferred to Surrey County Council as a playing field for Goldsworth 
School. However, within a few months the UDC seem to have reversed 
their reluctance and were seeking a 99-year lease. By June 1940 the 
phoney war was over and an amicable arrangement was made for the 
UDC to have unconditional use of the ground until the end of the war 
for a rent of 1/- (5p) a year. 
All was quiet until 1946 when Woking UDC asked about renewal of 
the lease but the Association made new leases with the cricket and 
football clubs, with the Cricket Club taking over the ground. In 1960, 
following six years playing at the Wheatsheaf, Woking Squash Rackets 
Club, sought larger premises and were accommodated, under the terms 
of another lease, on the site they now occupy.
The 1990s saw a period of crisis and eventual resolution for the sports 
ground. Over the years all the original 107 founder subscribers to the 
Association had died or moved and not left successors, except for Hilda 
Bircham. In 1974 three trustees withdrew and two new ones, Geoff 
Payne and Jim Marley were appointed. By 1993 only these two trustees 
remained and the last founder member, Hilda Bircham, had also died. 
With the death of Geoff Payne there was now only one trustee, Jim 
Marley. 

Horsell Sports Ground

          

Horsell Bakes Cook Book 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

25 delicious favourite recipes for 
cakes, biscuits and savoury bakes 

 

£5 

 
Submitted and tested  
by Horsell residents 

Profits will be donated to support  
Woking Lions Christmas Hampers 

www.horsellresidents.com 
 

For sale from Apples & Pears and Costcutter
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TRADING IN SURREY FOR OVER 50 YEARS

www.rsmdomesticappliances.com

First choice for 
domestic appliance
repairs and service

Call 01483 539531

• Fixed call-out
• Fast response

• Built-in / freestanding machines

In 1991 leases had been made with the Squash Rackets Club and the 
Cricket Club for fifty years. There was doubt as to the future of the 
leases and of the ground itself, becoming especially urgent when later 
in 1993 Tesco eyed the site for a new storage warehouse and several 
hotels also lodged planning applications. Jim Marley, seeking to find 
a way of stopping the freehold being lost, sought Counsel’s opinion 
as to the status of the trust. This cast doubt on the status of the 
Association, which could not continue with one trustee. The Treasury 
Solicitor became involved as one outcome could be that the ground was 
considered ‘bona vacantia’ and so reverted to the Crown to be managed 
by the Treasury Solicitor. 
In 1994 investigations by Woking Borough Council took place with a 
view to selling the land and erecting affordable housing. It was proposed 
that this would include the land owned by Jewson and the land now 
occupied by Pure Gym, which was, at that time, up for sale.
Given that the assets had reverted to the Treasury Solicitor, and the old 
charitable trust had lapsed, ways of reconstituting the trust had to be 
considered. Jim Marley approached the HRA, headed up by Dorothy Smith,  
who took action to find a way out of the impasse. This took several 
years in spite of persistent nudges to other parties to progress matters. 
By 1998 steps were taken to resolve the deadlock by a new approach 
from HRA to the NPFA to see if they could help. Several meetings 
were held with them and the Treasury Solicitors culminating in a new 
registered charity: Horsell Sports Ground Association (HSGA). This was 
formed with HRA, ground user clubs and residents appointing trustees. 
The NPFA was appointed as Custodian Trustee.  NPFA is not involved 
in running the Association – that is solely in the hands of the HSGA 
management trustees. The HSGA trustees lease the grounds to the 
Horsell and Woking Cricket Club, the squash club and the football club 
for a peppercorn rent. They also manage the grounds. 
On 10th December 2001 a foundation meeting of the new Horsell 
Sports Ground Association was held to appoint an initial management 
committee. This was followed by the first Annual General Meeting on 
18th April 2002 when a full committee representing all users, HRA 

and four Horsell residents was elected. Peter Murphy, the chairman of 
the Woking and Horsell Cricket Club became the first chairman of the 
newly formed Horsell Sports Ground Association. 
A year later charitable status was agreed, a bid for a mobile phone mast 
was seen off, and children from the Village School were again permitted 
to use the ground for games and their annual sports day. Thanks to Jim 
Marley, HRA and the ground’s users, the Sports Ground was saved from 
inappropriate re-development and continues to fulfil a role as a green 
space and for sporting activities. 
The grounds are now held in Trust for the residents of Horsell and cannot 
be used for development or disposed of except under the conditions set 
out in the HSGA Constitution.
Richard and Rosemary Christophers with contributions by Dorothy Smith
Sources and acknowledgements: Jim Marley’s papers presented to Surrey 
History Centre by his widow in 2009 (ref 8555); Dorothy Smith’s papers 
loaned to the authors; notes communicated from Horsell Cricket Club’s 
minute book, in private hands.




