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A word from the Editor
Greetings...

It’s been another busy few months in Horsell culminating in the May 
Fayre. Hopefully we’ll have more of the glorious weather we’ve seen so 
far this year, but with enough water to balance out any sunshine so that 
all of our luscious green and wildlife doesn’t struggle too much. 

There are lots of things to do this summer, many of them outside and 
involving our wildlife. This issue contains details of how you can get 
involved around our village, many organised by HRA’s strangely named 
Second Thursday Club. 

There are ongoing opportunities to enjoy outdoor Horsell life. Perhaps 
you can join the Woodlanders, or one of the twice-weekly walks? There 
are opportunities to ‘Adopt a Grave’ in the churchyard and join in with 
the work of the Horsell Common Preservation Society. There are also 
less weather-dependent activities such as the Horsell Book Group or 
maybe you can submit a recipe for the Horsell Bakes?

Then we’ve got some of the big village events: the Horsell Garden 
Safari, the Horsell Village Show and the Picnic on the Green are big 
village dates this summer and many volunteers are working hard to 
ensure that we all enjoy them. I’m delighted that the Flowerpot Festival 
returns after such a successful inaugural year and look forward to seeing 
everyone’s creativity.

I can’t reel off this list of village events without mentioning Colin 
Fox. He got well and truly stuck into village events from the Scouts 
to bell-ringing to being one of the founding fathers of our Facebook 
group, The Horsell Village Wire. Many will know him from the latter as 
he delighted in laughing at what he had created as well as reminding us 
there is more to village life than parking or the flat tyre on your wheelie 
bin. Thank you, Colin, you will be missed and remembered.

Lucy

Some of Horsell’s inhabitants close up. 
Photos: Julie Tucker.
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May Fayre 2019

Whilst the countdown to the May Fayre each 
year starts as soon as the last one has finished, 
an additional element added this year was 
an interview with Radio Woking. Telling the 
listeners all about the fayre and sharing some 
of their Guiding and Scouting stories were 
Laura Horgan and Daniel Gilbert supported 
by Ali Stubbs, District Commissioner. Thank 
you to Radio Woking and Lara McNamee for 
giving us the chance to tell everyone about the 
exciting opportunities Scouting and Guiding 
offers to our young people and the wider 
community.
Then on to the main event: On your marks, get 
set, it’s May Day and therefore it’s go, go, go 
for the 41st Horsell Scouts and Guides’ May 
Fayre 2019 on Wheatsheaf Common, with 

the Mayor of Woking, and Scout and Guide 
Commissioners in attendance.
Proceedings were kicked off with a minute’s 
rousing applause for a much loved and respected 
member of the Horsell Scout Community, Colin 
Fox who tragically passed away the previous 
week. He would have been delighted to see the 
rain hold off and the crowds descend for a fun- 
filled afternoon of food, flowers and falcons.

Without the heat of last year the fayre-goers 
threw themselves into experiencing all the 
event had to offer with the bouncy castles and 
climbing wall being very busy. BBQ stalls sold 
all their stock and adults enjoyed Thurstons’ 
beer tent. The crowds enjoyed the beautiful 
dancing of the Summercales dancers and 
were awe-struck at the majestic birds of the 
Ridgeside Falconry Display Team. Particularly 
exciting were the close encounters many of 
the younger people had as the stately birds 
of prey wandered (yes wandered) and flew 
amongst them. Stunning.
Records were broken this year with Gladstone 
Scouts winning the prestigious Scout and Guide 
Challenge with great team work and communi-
cation, thereby breaking the six-year-long run 
which the Guides previously held. The winners’ 
roster included Brownsea Cubs, winning their 

first competition since 2012, the 2nd Horsell 
Rainbows, Trailblazer Beavers, and the 3rd 
Horsell Brownies – well done to the winning 
teams and all who took part.
Thank you again for the great support from 
the wider community including Thurston’s 
Brewery, Sutton Green Dogs Training 
Academy, Seymours Estate Agents, Trident 
Honda, Halstead School and WADP Architects. 
They are the difference between the Fayre 
happening or not ! Well done to the organising 
team and all the family and friends that helped 
to run the stalls, you all achieved another very 
successful event. Thank you from all Guides 
and Scouts in Horsell.
Kathy Gilbert

HORSELL RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION LTD
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the 14th Annual General Meeting of the Company will be held at The Village Hall, 

High Street, Horsell, Woking GU21 4SS on Friday 7th June 2019 at 7:30pm for the following purposes: 

1. Apologies for absence. 
2. Minutes of the 13th AGM of Horsell Residents’ Association Ltd

3. Matters arising. 
4. Chairman’s report.
5. Treasurer’s report.

6. Election of Directors.
7. Election of members to the Committee.

8. Any other relevant business. 
9. Guest Speaker: Detective Inspector Andy Greaves, Woking Borough Commander

BY ORDER OF THE BOARD

REGISTERED OFFICE: Birch House Horsell Birch Horsell Woking Surrey GU21 4XD

Note: A member entitled to attend and vote at the above meeting is entitled to appoint one or more 
proxies to attend and vote instead of him. A proxy need not be a member of the Company.

Photo: Lucy Longley.

Photo: Kathy Gilbert. Photo: Lucy Longley.

Photo: Lucy Longley.
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AURORA TAX SERVICES LTD 

Probate Administration 
Services 

 

Accountancy and Taxation Services  
Accuracy     Integrity     Personal Service 

 

We can help with anything from applying for a Grant of Probate and dealing 
with the Inheritance tax through to dealing with all aspects of the estate. Fees 
agreed in advance. 
 

Authorised by the Association of Chartered Certified Accountants to carry out 
the reserved legal activity of non-contentious probate in England and Wales. 
 
Penny Cook is a Chartered Tax Adviser with thirty years’ experience in the             
profession and for a short time with HM Revenue and Customs. She was             
previously the Partner heading Private Client Services with Menzies LLP.  
 

Other services include:  
Income Tax and Capital Gains Tax Planning  

Inheritance Tax Planning  
Tax Return Preparation  

Full Accounting Service including Payroll and VAT Returns  
Accountancy and Tax Services for Trusts and Estates  

Advice for Non Domiciled Individuals and Offshore Trusts  
Tax Consultancy for Professional Practices  

 
The Studio, 2 Lynwood Close M:    07814 68 7594  
Woodham, Woking T:     01932 352 310  
GU21 5TJ E:     penny@aurorataxservices.co.uk 
 

www.aurorataxservices.co.uk  
 

                                           

 

Alan Greenwood & Sons 
 

Independent Family Funeral Directors 
 

5, The Parade 
Frimley,  

Camberley 
GU16 7HY 

01276 684 650 
 

1 Anchor Hill,  
Knaphill,  
Woking  

GU21 2HL 
01483 487889 

 

2 Aldershot Road 
Woodbridge Hill 

Guildford 
GU2 8AF 

01483 567845 
 

14 Guildford Road 
Bagshot 

GU19 5JH 
01276 473 707 

 
 

Mimbridge Garden Estate 
Station Road 

Chobham 
GU24 8AR 

01276 858363  
 

66 Send Road 
Send,  

Woking 
GU23 7EU 

01483 210 222  
 

Visit Our Website for Full Details of Our Services and to View All Our Local Obituaries 
www.alangreenwoodfunerals.com 

 

Caring and Compassionate Service 24 hours 365 days  
Latest Jaguar or Mercedes Funeral Vehicles  

Golden Charter Pre-paid Funeral Plans  
Home Visit Arrangements  

Everything you would expect from a Funeral Director  
We will not be beaten on price 

HRA’s STC events
So what is  
HRA’s STC?

Every so often this little question pops up 
on the Horsell Village Wire so here’s some 
information on the STC, what it stands for, 
what it does and how you can get involved.

The STC stands for Second Thursday Club 
– because it meets on, you guessed it, 
the second Thursday of every month so 
everyone can catch up on its activities.  
The STC is, in effect, the action wing of the 
Horsell Residents’ Association – here’s a few 
examples about what that means:
Members of the STC organise village 
activities including:
• Picnic on the Green 
• Horsell Christmas Market
• The Flowerpot Festival 
• The Horsell Calendar
• The Woodlanders 
• Adopt a grave

•  Weekly Wednesday morning and, in 
summer, Thursday evening walks

• The monthly litter-pick

So, without the STC to organise them none of 
these enjoyable and helpful activities for all 
the residents of Horsell would happen.

They are organised by a relatively small 
number of people so we’re always looking for 
more people to get involved for as much or as 
little time as you can spare.

To find out more why not come along to  
one of our meetings. We look forward to 
seeing you.

Lizzie Judson

Garage Sale Trail and Table-top sale

Following the inaugural Horsell Garage Sale Trail last year, STC has 
joined forces with Horsell Guides to provide two ways of selling your 

preloved items. You can either choose your own front garden/driveway 
or join the Table-top sale organised by the Guides.
Following feedback from last year’s event, STC and the Guides are 
working together to generate more custom and publicity and to give 
everyone the opportunity to join in. If you live further out of the 
village perhaps you could opt for the table-top sale, or persuade your 
neighbours to join in – those streets with a cluster of sales appeared to 
have more success last year.
All profits from registration costs will go to Horsell Scouts and Guides. 
Please book your table or register before 1st September.
Contact either: tabletop@horsellscouts.org.uk or Garagesale@horsell 
residents.com.

WHEN: 8pm Second Thursday of  
every month
WHERE: The Horsell Institute
COST: As much of your time as you  
can spare

WHEN: 11am – 3pm, Saturday 28th September 
(but register by 1st September)

WHERE: Around the village and at Scout HQ

COST: £10 for a table-top in Scout HQ, £5 to register for the  
garage sale
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Full-time / part-time Nursery
sessions available

2 small classes in each year
group - Reception to Year 6

Before and after School
Care available.

Preparing for a happy,
healthy & successful life

Please contact our Registrar to arrange your visit
registrar@halstead-school.org.uk  |  01483 772682

Halstead Educational Trust Ltd: Charity No 270525, Registered in England 1224089

Halstead Preparatory School
Woodham Rise, Woking,
Surrey GU21 4EE

www.halstead-school.org.uk

PREPARATORY SCHOOL FOR
GIRLS AGED 2 – 11 YEARSbeginning

a bright

‘E
XCELLENT’

IN
 EVERY A

SPECT

(IS
I I

nspectio
n)

minibusserviceavailable

HAL_HOR_RES_190wx66h.qxp_Layout 1  02/02/2018  20:01  Page 1

Adopt a grave ‘Adopt a Grave’ is a new initiative of HRA’s STC. Why? Because grass 
grows very quickly in spring and the graves and footpaths are becoming 
overgrown. So far, 25 people have volunteered to adopt a grave, or 
three or a row. 

Here’s what Brenda (pictured) says: ”We do not attend St Mary’s Church 
and are not particularly religious. However, we do believe the church 
and its graveyard are important to the village and we are therefore very 
happy to assist in keeping it a beautiful place. It hasn’t taken long to 
clear the long grass and weeds to reveal the graves on the row we have 
adopted. It is a peaceful place to work and also to stop for a while to 
reflect on life and the lives of those no longer with us.” 

George, who is 14, is looking forward to the challenge of caring for 
“his” row as part of his work for his bronze DofE award. As a former 
pupil of St Andrew’s, he has very fond memories of walking through the 
churchyard to services in St. Mary’s.

Lesley is caring for the grave of a friend and neighbour whom she cared 
for in her final illness. Her care continues even now.

If you would like to help, please contact; c.e.hughes@ntlworld.com
Caroline Hughes

Cake and Bake Recipes Needed!

STC is planning a Horsell-themed cake and bake book to raise money 
for charity – so we need your recipes!

We are looking for recipes of cakes, biscuits, cup-cakes, plain cakes, 
fancy cakes, cheesecakes, bread, and buns.

To avoid any copyright issues, your recipes need to have been handed 
down through the family, or they can have been adapted from a 
published recipe but made your own in some way, such as by adding 
or changing ingredients. As the book will be called ‘Horsell Bakes’, we’d 
like you to include a Horsell-based story in a couple of sentences to 
accompany the recipe: for example, how it has been passed down 
through the family in Horsell, or how it has featured in a Horsell event.

Please email your recipes and stories to secondthursdayclub@
horsellresidents.com by 23rd June 2019.

It would be ideal if your recipe and story were written out in the email.  

If that’s not possible, we’re happy to receive hand-written contributions, 
or perhaps you could take a photo of the recipe/story and email it to the 
address above.

We’ll let you know later in the year if your recipe has been chosen for 
the book.

Lizzie Judson

WHEN: At times to suit you

WHERE: St Mary’s churchyard

COST: As much of your time as you can spare

WHEN: By 23rd June

WHERE: By email to secondthursdayclub@horsellresidents.com

COST: Your culinary inspiration

Brenda hard at work. Photo: John Francis.

Nancy’s Marmalade Cake. Photo: Nancy Randall.
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Woodlanders 

The Woodlanders will be working in the churchyard on Saturday 
8th June, getting the wild, insect-friendly patch at the far end of the 
churchyard ready for the Horsell Garden Safari. Last year, we had ‘Peace’ 
as the flower motif. What will it be in 2019?
We will also be mowing the grass and caring for the graves. Volunteers 
would be very, very welcome, even if only for this one time! Coffee and 
cake too!
The Woodlanders also care for Pares Woodland Garden and tidy 
the Village Hall car park. If you would like to join in, please contact 
c.e.hughes@ntlworld.com
Caroline Hughes

Horsell Charity Calendar 2020

The 2020 Horsell Calendar will be launched at the Horsell Village Show. 
This is the fifth Horsell calendar produced by the STC. Featuring varied 
and colourful photos of Horsell by local residents, the profits from the 
calendar will be donated to three charities that give substantial support 
to the residents of Horsell. So far, the calendars have raised over 
£14,000 for local charities. Buy yours at the Show!

Twice Weekly Walks

Starting 16th May there will be TWO walks per week. We will continue 
to walk every Wednesday morning, meeting at 9.50am. In addition, 
there will be a weekly Thursday evening walk, meeting at 7.20pm, ready 
to set off at 7.30pm.
Everyone is welcome to join us. Each walk is 3 to 5 miles at a steady 
pace, lasting 1hour 30 minutes to 2 hours. The walks are advertised 
on Horsell Village Wire and Horsell Community news each week. We 
walk many different routes including: the Basingstoke canal, Horsell 
Common, McLaren’s Park and sometimes as far as Hook Heath Golf 
Club at St. Johns. At the end of the walk, once back in Horsell, there is 
time for refreshments.
The benefits of walking are very well documented and it is also a lovely 
way to meet new people and have a good chat.
No need to book: just turn up. If you would like further details, please 
contact Caroline: 01483 767980 or c.e.hughes@ntlworld.com.

HRA’s STC events

WHEN: Available from 27th July

WHERE: At the Village Show and then around the village

COST: Just £6 at the Show, £7 thereafter

WHEN: 9.50am every Wednesday and 7.20pm every Thursday

WHERE: Meet outside The Beijing

COST: FREE

WHEN: 9.30am every second Saturday of the month

WHERE: Various village locations

COST: Two hours of your time and some energy

A well-earned cuppa. Photo: Caroline Hughes.

Front cover 2020. Photo: Caroline Hughes.

Post-walk refreshments. Photo: Caroline Hughes.
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It’s not part of HRA’s STC but it’s a fabulous group that welcomes new members.

Horsell Book Group

Horsell Book Group welcomes new members to come and discuss 
books. This is a great opportunity to read a wide range of fiction that 
you might not usually consider. Past choices have included thrillers, 
mysteries and comedies from new and established authors, as well 
as classics like Charles Dickens and local writer H.G. Wells. We also 
occasionally go on book related trips - the latest being to the Guildford 
Book Festival Readers’ Day.
Find us on Facebook to see what we’re reading this month and join us 
for a drink and an informal chat with other local readers. We meet in the 
bar of The Red Lion on Horsell High Street at 7.30pm and usually finish 
around 9pm. We look forward to welcoming you soon!

WHEN: 7.30pm last Monday of the month

WHERE: The Red Lion

COST: Whatever you’re drinking

Some of Horsell Book Group meet Prue Leith, author and cook.  
Photo: Amanda Kaye.

Flowerpot festival 2019

The inaugural Horsell Flowerpot Festival was such a great success last 
year, that the STC will be running it again this summer. 
It will be launched at The Picnic on the Green on Sunday 7th July and 
will run throughout the summer months until 31st August.
It is simple and free to enter: just make a flowerpot creation and display 
it in your front garden, shop window or forecourt. Take a photo of it and 
email this with location details so that it can be put on the trail map. 
Maybe put a photo of it on The Horsell Village Wire Facebook page too! 
Once there are a suitable number of wonderful creations, we will pull 
together a trail map so that everyone can have a stroll around the village 
to spot and enjoy them.
There will be two free drop-in workshops to help inspire your creativity, 
as well as giving useful hints and tips for making. The workshops will be 
held at the Horsell Parish Institute, 119 High Street, Horsell GU21 4SS.
Saturday 13th July 10am to 1pm 
Monday 29th July 2pm to 5pm
No need to book, just drop in anytime during these sessions.
If you have any questions, need some flowerpots, or have flowerpots to 
spare, just email secondthursdayclub@horsellresidents.com

For more information about the Horsell Flowerpot Festival and The 
Picnic on the Green go to https://hra.interests.me 
Nancy Randall

WHEN: Through the summer

WHERE: Around the village

COST: FREE

Horsell’s ‘crowning’ glory?
Will this chap return 
to Café Primo?” 

Photos: Nancy Randall.

What will you make?”

Horsell’s Flowerpot 
Festival returns

Will you spot these  
in Poppies and Peonies again?” 
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WHEN: 11.30am – 4pm Sunday 7th July

WHERE: The green opposite 
The Cricketers

COST: FREE

HRA’s Second Thursday Club invites you to the 
4th Picnic on the Green.
Come along and let local performers entertain 
you. Bring your own picnic and spend the 
afternoon enjoying this free community event. 
The entertainment will be provided by local 
performers who are already firm village 
favourites, already having given their time and 
talents freely in previous Picnics and at the 
Christmas Market.

The provisional running order:
12.00 Surrey Ukeaholics
12.45pm Bad Weather Friends
1.30pm No December
2.15pm Horsell Community Choir
3pm The Average Chalky White Band

So, to introduce these groups:
Surrey Ukeaholics are a small group 
of Ukelele players based on the Surrey/
Hampshire border. They play songs you love 
and they just love all things Ukelele.
Bad Weather Friends are a 6-piece band 
playing great rock covers with some added 
funk, blues and soul. The fabulous vocal skills 
of Steve ‘Gilly’ Gillespie are backed by guitar, 
sax and drums.
No December are a 5-piece band with bass, 
lead guitar, drummer and two singers. They are 
a local students’ creative rock band who have 
honed their skills at Pop Rox.

Horsell Community Choir will be singing 
an entertaining collection of songs sung 
a capella in three- or four-part harmony 
arranged and directed by Anna Tabbush. Their 
songs range from traditional British folk music 
to modern pop and rock classics.
The Average Chalky White band are 
a dynamic 9-piece band with horn section 
playing up-tempo soul, funk and rock. A 
whole stack of classics by the greats receive 
the ACWB’s unique treatment. They are 
guaranteed to get you dancing.

Picnic on the Green

~ Developing potential for life ~

Church Hill House, Horsell, Woking, 
Surrey GU21 4QW
Telephone: 01483 760943
www.st-andrews.woking.sch.uk
Reg. Charity No. 297580 ~ Established to promote 
and provide for the advancement of education

INDEPENDENT DAY SCHOOL FOR GIRLS & BOYS AGED 3-13

Because your child deserves to be 

happy
A positive attitude towards learning  
that lasts a lifetime.

‘Excellent’ in all areas - ISI Inspection 2016
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Sat 28th September 

10am – 12noon

No appointment necessary.

Computer Repairs,
Upgrades & Advice

Need Help? Call Mike
Tel: 07505 100386

Office: 01483 830200
Over 37 years computing experience

�  Computer Crashing/Virus?
�  Problem with iPad or Tablet
�  Computer Running Slow?
�  Broadband, Internet, LAN or Network Problems?
�  Supporting Home and Office
�  Help with most things Technical
�  No Fix No Fee

Apple, Windows, Linux, Raspberry Pi,

Networking, Wireless LAN, Internet, Software

£10 Discount for new customers with this advert
www.thecomputervan.co.uk
Email: mike.sheldon@thecomputervan.co.uk

Your Local Chartered Surveyors

RICS HomeBuyer Reports 

Building Surveys 

Valuations  

All Types Of Buildings 

Over 30 Years Experience 

Call Or Visit Us Today For A  
Competitive Quote 

Frazers Surveyors Ltd 
Thornash House, 37 High St, Horsell, GU21 4UR 

T: 01483 730909  E: surveying@frazers.co.uk 
www.frazers.co.uk  

PARKING: There will be limited parking on the green but please leave the car at home and walk if at all possible. 

Horsell Community Choir

Purveyors of Quality and Grooves since 2005 Surrey Ukeaholics Bad Weather Friends

No December
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This year’s show is on Saturday 27th July. It will be held at Horsell C of E 
Junior School in Meadway Drive, with gates opening at 1.30pm and the 
exhibits on show from 2pm.

The main event includes classes for the best fruit and vegetables,  
flowers and floral art. There are a number of classes for cookery, 
handicraft, art, digital art and photography. There are fun and novelty 
classes, including one for the best limerick or poem to be called ‘The 
Changing Face of Woking’.

There are also many children’s classes and, this year, The Bedser Cup 
will be awarded to an overall family winner. A colouring sheet for the 
under-fours is included in the schedule and online – this year it is a 
picture of a spaceship – very appropriate for the 50th anniversary of the 
Apollo II moon landing.

There is plenty for the whole family to do once you have looked round 
the show marquees. The children are sure to enjoy the Punch & Judy 
Show, the bouncy castle, the face painting and a number of fun games. 
The popular Chobham Morris Men will be dancing round the crowds 
and we will have the juggler there too. There is also Hoverball Archery 
for children of all ages!

New for this year will be displays by Prime Acrobatics and a performance 
by village band, No December. The show would not be complete 
without beautiful craft stalls of all kinds, the raffle and tombola (for 
which contributions of prizes are always welcome).

St Mary’s Church will be providing delicious cream teas and we will  
have burgers, Thurston’s Beer and Pimm’s on offer as well as ice creams. 
Let’s hope we have the lovely weather we had last year to ensure this 
sells well!

This year’s Mayor of Woking is Beryl Hunwicks, and she has very kindly 
agreed to present the prizes. The prize-giving will be at 5pm when the 
raffle will also be drawn.

Tickets for this great day out are a very reasonable £2 for adults with 
free entry for children. 

Marion Piper
Secretary, Horsell Village Show
Tel: 01483 855108

Horsell Village Show 2019
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We are once again appealing for your help with putting up tables, 
manning the games and selling raffle tickets. We are also looking 
for people to help with the very interesting task of stewarding for 
the judges. This simply means accompanying the judges as they 
look at each entry and noting the names of the winners and placing 
stickers on their entry cards. We also need help with erecting the 
marquees the day before the show and taking them down. If you 
would like to help please contact Carol Cheesman, Chairman of 
Horsell Village Show, on carolc@cheesman.co.uk or call her on 
07836 274801.

If you would like to book a craft stall please contact me soon as 
possible to ensure a space. You will find a booking form online or 
you can send me an email on mepiper7@gmail.com.

Schedules with the entry forms will be available in the local shops 
from around mid-June and entries can be dropped into Seymours 
who are the main sponsors of the show. Entry forms are also on the 
website which is www.horsellvillageshow.co.uk.

Come and help set up. Photo: Lucy English.

Morris dancing fun. Photo: Caroline Hughes.

Many beautiful entries. Photo: Lucy English. Photo: Lucy English.
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Horsell gardens and safaris

The humble front garden. Whatever happened 
to it? Lush, well-manicured green lawns of the 
50s surrounded by hydrangeas in an array of 
psychedelic colours interspersed with equally 
garish dahlias in glorious technicolour. Many 
still have front gardens, but sadly they are a 
shadow of their former selves. Necessities of 
life have forced their conversion to car parks 
and bin stores and few people have time to 
devote to them.

The majority of people invest in a back garden 
over a front garden. Most barely give it the 
time of day other than to get in the car or 
chuck the rubbish out, but that little barren 
wasteland out front with the one dead plant 
in the corner has potential to increase kerb 
appeal and add value to your home, leaving 
a good first impression to all. The irony is 

while having off-street parking increases your 
property value, so too can green space.

It’s not just about aesthetics and adding 
value though. Front gardens are becoming 
increasingly important for wildlife, with 60% 
of UK species and their habitats in decline.  
1 in 4 gardens in the UK is paved over and 1 
in 3 contains no plants, meaning fewer places 
for birds to nest, insects to feed and bees to 
forage. As soon as you add one plant to each 
front garden they start to ‘join up’ and act as a 
wildlife corridor.

Changing your front garden doesn’t have to 
cost a fortune. Plant choices are key, as you 
are unlikely to want to spend much time 
tending your plot out front. Plants need to be 
low maintenance (who doesn’t want that these 
days), offer multiple seasons of interest and 
supress weeds. Plants can also filter pollution 
and when grown against house walls, insulate 
against extremes of hot and cold temperatures. 
Wall spaces are a valuable vertical planting site 
that is often overlooked, yet we all have them.

In very restricted spaces, you could opt for 
just a climber by the door such as Clematis 
koreana ‘Amber’ producing lemon flowers in 
May through June and in September. Requiring 
no pruning this is ideal for the uninitiated 
gardener. Carpet the ground underneath 
to smother the weeds with evergreen fern, 
Polypodium vulgare, teamed with Trachystemon 
orientalis, offering early season borage-like 
flowers. These flowers benefit passing insects 
before the large weed-suppressing foliage 

takes over. Both perform well in dry-shade.

Scented, Choisya ‘Royal Lace’ has a duel 
flowering period of spring and autumn. 
Reaching only 75cm high, this is unlikely to 
need pruning so offers hassle-free planting. 
Plants with prolonged flowering seasons such 
as Helleborus × hybridus ‘Harvington Shades 
of the Night’, (Feb – Apr) and Geranium × 
cantabrigiense ‘Westray’, (May – Sept), ensure 
you have interest throughout the year.

For more front garden, plant inspiration and 
wildlife ideas go on the Horsell Garden Safari 
in June and visit some of the 27 gardens, my 
own included, that will be opening this year.

Pamela Barden 
Local muti-award winning garden designer

SUPPORTING OUR LOCAL COMMUNITY FOR OVER 50 YEARS

YOUR LOCAL 
DOMESTIC 
APPLIANCE 

SUPERSTORE
SALES • ADVICE • REPAIRS

Call 01483 475000

High Street, Knaphill
Also in Bookham and Ashtead

NOW OPEN: TATTENHAM CORNER, EPSOM
Buy online at
rsmdomesticappliances.com

COMPETITIVE
PRICES

WITH

GREAT 
OFFERS 

IN-STORE

 

Not tried Yoga by Shen! 
What have you got to lose? 

(except excess weight, stress, muscle aches 
and pains and stiffness in joints) 

Mondays - 7.30pm - (Except Bank Holidays) 
Horsell Village Hall, High St, Horsell, Woking GU21 4SS  
 
Wednesdays - 10am – (rise and shine) 
Horsell Village Hall, High St, Horsell, Woking GU21 4SS 
 
Thursdays - 6.30pm – (after work de-stess) 
Maybury Centre, Boardschool Road, Woking GU21 5HD 

(only 300 yards from Woking Town Centre!) 
 

Phone/Text 07960 700 630 to book 
Email:  yogabyshen@gmail.com 

Weekly mixed ability classes throughout the year for 
men and women.  Ideal for weight loss, toning, 

rehabilitation and mobility.  Yoga can alleviate stress 
in the mind and body.  An ideal addition to your 

regular exercise routine.   
Shen believes that her classes should be enjoyable 

and fun as well as effective. 
 

Helleborus × hybridus ‘Harvington Shades 
of the Night’. Photo: Pam Barden.

Trachystemon orientalis. Photo: Pam Barden.
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Horsell Prepared

Luckily there have been no major incidents so far this year, but Horsell 
Prepared actively ensures it is ready to assist Woking Borough Council, 
the emergency services, and agencies in a multi-household incident if 
called upon by them. We have already held a volunteer training session 
and an operations drill.
In the training session volunteers were briefed on what might be 
required in certain incidents, and how to handle certain situations. 
Groups of volunteers then worked through various scenarios to identify 
how Horsell Prepared could further support the emergency services 
and other agencies. This was not only informative to the volunteers, but 
it also informed us on other areas we could prepare to assist if called 
upon for a multiple household incident.
As you will see from the picture, for the operations drill Field 
Coordinator volunteers were mobilised to test accessing and preparing 
the equipment as well how to prepare briefs for volunteers regarding the 
‘incident’ and associated risks and policies. As a fire drill at work might 
be, this operations drill was a valuable exercise in ensuring procedures 
are fresh in the Field Coordinators’ minds and providing information on 
how Horsell Prepared can streamline some of the activities to make its 
response more effective and efficient.
Horsell Prepared also has a presence in the village. Members of the 
committee and some volunteers will be at the Horsell Village Show on 
27th July.
If you would like to find out more about Horsell Prepared, or are 
interested in volunteering please do come along and visit us at the 
Show. Alternatively you can get in touch with us at horsellprepared@
gmail.com.
Enjoy the summer and we look forward to hopefully seeing you at the 
Village Show.
Siriol Powell-Jones

Horsell Garden Safari 2019 
WHEN: 22nd and 23rd June     WHERE: 27 village gardens
COST: £7 for all gardens over the weekend

Buy a schedule for £7 from Seymours, Costcutter,  
The Horsell Framing Company, Lisa Jones or directly from Gail  
on 01483 764521.

It’s Garden Safari time again and we have 27 gardens/events on 
offer this year – 11 of them new!  

Besides our wonderful array of village gardens, we have some very 
different offers to get engaged with. On Saturday the Lightbox 
have teamed up with Squires to offer floral teas and an opportunity 
to get some garden hints and tips from a Squires expert. On Sunday 
you can learn about Goldsworth Meadow with its rich diversity of 
wild flowers.

There are gardens where you can buy artwork, recycled goods, 
order a special cake for your next party or just relax with a spot 
of tea and cake. There will also be the renowned plant sale on the 
High Street.

Do come along, bring your friends and enjoy what Horsell has to 
offer behind all those hedges and fences. This is such a lovely social 
event and it’s great to see residents and visitors alike walking round 
and enjoying this now well-established charitable fundraiser.

Our many thanks to Seymours for all their support in promoting 
the event, as well as to Hamlyn’s and our local retailers for their 
generous donations and raffle prizes. 

Gail Bromley

T H E  F A M I LY  YO U  
C A N  T U R N  T O...  

Seven generations of our family have 
been helping and advising local families 

in their time of need. 

For over 230 years we have been 
providing funerals, both modest and 

traditional, with care and compassion.

WOKING 

48-54 Goldsworth Road GU21 6LE 
01483 768942

YOUR LOCAL FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Operations drill in action. Photo: Horsell Prepared.
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Horsell Common Preservation Society

Horsell Common! How many of us have enjoyed the open spaces, great 
pines, the heather in summer and the bird song. But what is “Common” 
and what is to be “preserved”? 
Many years ago, cattle and sheep could be grazed on land which was 
“common” to all. Constant grazing kept the area open but once this 
practice stopped, Caledonian pines and silver birch soon encroached. 
Many trees have recently been cut down which may seem to conflict 
with the idea of “preserving”. The reason for this is that open heathland 
favours heathers and heathland birds, insects, solitary wasps and plants 
which are in need of “preservation”.
Throughout autumn and winter volunteers have cut back scrub and 
opened up the area for various heathers, creating suitable habitats for 
birds, reptiles and insects. During the summer months volunteers will be 
building bug hotels, maintaining footpaths and repairing fences.
Horsell Common Preservation Society (HCPS) also works alongside 
Thames Basin Heaths Partnership (TBHP) and Thameswey in some 
projects. In March, volunteers helped to build nesting boxes for swifts 
after a very informative talk about the birds.

The swift, like many others, is in decline. 
In summer, you can hear their screeching 
as they whirl around catching insects.  
A swift is superbly adapted to flying with 
its long sickle shaped wings and it spends 
most of its life on the wing. So much so, 
that its legs are very short and it is a poor 
walker. One reason for its decline is loss 
of nesting sites. Many old buildings where 
they nested have been demolished, and 
refurbished buildings often have their 
fascias and soffit boards removed. 
We can help swifts by providing nesting 
boxes and erecting them in suitable 
places. It was great fun building the 
nesting boxes; just one of the varied 
tasks volunteers can take part in when 
volunteering for HCPS.
Everyone who walks on the common can 
help to preserve this special habitat by 
following simple rules: keep to the paths, 

only walk dogs where allowed e.g. the meadow area of Heather Farm, 
don’t disturb nesting sites, don’t drop litter, and never have a BBQ or 
light a fire.
For further details about volunteering and becoming a member of 
HCPS, log onto the website www.horsellcommon.org.uk.
Stop Press: a woodlark has been sighted for the first time in 10 years on 
a recently scraped area of the common. It is a ground nesting bird and a  
“marker” bird for a good habitat for these and other ground nesting birds.
Caroline Hughes

The one and only  
authentic Italian  

take-away in  

  
making fresh, tasty  

exquisite Italian food

Horsell

Home delivery*

Find us on  
Horsell High Street
Open 12 to 23.00 
12 to 22.00 Sunday

order online at www.squisitos.co.uk

* charge applies.

The woodlark returns. Photo: Michael Jones. Making a swift nesting box.  
Photo: Rachel Jones.
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Heathlands are magical places throughout the year, but there is 
something extra special as spring finally gives way to summer.
An array of birds – many of which have migrated to our heaths from 
Africa especially to breed – busily feed their young, whilst a sea of  
pink- and purple-hued heathers entice a fascinating assortment of 
insects to their nectar and pollen-rich flowers. This multi-sensory 
experience is complemented by coconut-scented gorse bringing a 
vibrant yellow glow to the landscape.
As the season progresses, keep an eye out for silver-studded blue 
butterflies flying low over shortly-cropped heather, metallic green tiger 
beetles whizzing off from the sandy track in front of you and black 
darter dragonflies zipping out from path-side vantage points to grab a 
passing insect as a snack.

Lowland heathland is also the only habitat that can support the UK’s six 
species of native reptile and, if you are lucky (and soft-footed enough), 
you may catch a glimpse of an adder basking on the edge of a track or a 
common lizard sunning itself on a log or boardwalk.
Our heathlands may be wonderful and full of a rich diversity of life, 
supporting many rare plants, invertebrates and birds, but they are  
also fragile and under threat and we all have a part to play in looking 
after them.
From March to mid-September, many of the birds that nest here will 
be greatly at risk of disturbance. They have evolved to nest on the 
ground (or very close to it) and, because of this, they are vulnerable. 
With this nesting strategy, the rare nightjars, woodlarks and Dartford 
warblers, joined by the more common chiffchaffs, willow warblers  
and stonechats, amongst others, desperately need space to breed.  
So, with this in mind, please stick to footpaths and keep your dogs 
under close control when out on the heaths during this period.
Horsell Common is part of the Thames Basin Heaths Special Protection 
Area. To find out what you can do to keep our heaths flourishing, 
speak to one of our wardening team when you see us or visit www.
tbhpartnership.org.uk.
Michael Jones
Education & Engagement Officer, Thames Basin Heaths Partnership

Local author in print
Horsell resident Gerry Pearce’s factual 
account of a secret British mission to the 
Antarctic has recently been published. 
Entitled ‘Operation Tabarin and its 
Postal History’, the lavishly illustrated 
book explores the little-known Operation 
Tabarin, sent to establish permanently 
occupied bases within the British Territory 
of the Falkland Islands Dependencies (FID, namely, South Georgia 
and the Antarctic Peninsula.) The expedition was conceived and 
executed during World War II, primarily to strengthen British claims 
to sovereignty of the Falkland Islands Dependencies. Permanent 
occupancy was deemed essential to resist claims by Argentina and 
Chile and a pivotal feature of this was demonstrated by establishing 
post offices, handling the sending and receiving of mail, thus 
substantiating sovereignty over the territory.
The expedition left England in November 1943 and was beset with 
multiple trials and tribulations during the voyage and over the following 
two years, during which they established three bases. Never before, nor 
since, has an Antarctic expedition laid such emphasis on special stamp 

issues and post offices, as befell 
Operation Tabarin. The story of 
the men and their achievements 
is told from carefully researched 
Foreign Office and British 
Antarctic Survey (BAS) records 
and personal interviews.
The author worked for BAS as 
a diver with a marine zoologist, 
in 1967-68. He toured many 
of the bases of the peninsula 
and visited the Falkland Islands 
and South Georgia. Later, as a 
member of the Antarctic and 
BAS Clubs, he came to know 
many of the men of Operation 
Tabarin personally. For more 
information see web site  
www.operationtabarin.co.uk 
or phone 01483 764097.

Summer on the Heath

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

OPERATION TABARIN 
1943 - 45 

AND ITS POSTAL HISTORY 

GERRY PEARCE 

Silver-studded blue. 
Photo: Michael Jones. Stonechat. Photo: Michael Jones.

Gerry’s book. Photo: Gerry Pearce.

POP-UP EXHIBITION AND SALE  
of paintings by local artists from  
Woking Art Society 
DATES: Saturdays 8th and 15th June
AT: Mercia Walk, Woking town Centre 
(by Nationwide & Starbucks)

Artwork: Ros O’Connor.

A toast to King Neptune.  
Photo: Gerry Pearce.
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Horsell history – HADS
The roots of the Horsell Amateur Dramatic Society (HADS) go back to the summer of 1905 when the villagers put on a production 
of A Midsummer Night’s Dream at the Horsell Garden Fête. This was organised by the curate, the Rev. John Evelegh, who had been 
running Shakespeare readings for men. Fortunately, the HADS production included women, such as Phyllis Drower who, along 
with her father and brother, became a founder member of HADS.

Shortly after the First World War, a group of people, including the Drowers 
and John Shipton and his sisters, met in a room above a bank in Horsell and 
decided to set up a drama group. The move was a little tentative with the 
first production, the farce, Our Flat, being performed in private. The play, 
which had been a big hit on the professional stage in the late 19th century, 
went down so well that the group formed officially with John Shipton as 
secretary and, on 2nd February 1922, put on their first public performance 
in the parish hall with The Man from Toronto.
The play was a great success and the first of nearly 40 by the group in the 
1920s and 30s. Performances were very different from today, with music 
provided by a three-piece band, sitting just in front of the stage. The front 
row of the audience was some distance away and tiers were built so those 
farther back could see. The front-of-house volunteers wore evening dress 
and the Saturday night cast party was often a very formal affair held at the 
president’s house.
One of the HADS stalwarts was Irene Hutchence, who joined in 1928 
after being invited by a fellow cast member of a play in Woking held to 
raise funds for the League of Nations. “It was a tremendous honour,” Irene 
recalled in an interview for the HADS golden anniversary. “I got a form to 
fill in and then had to wait for ages before a letter came from the secretary 
saying I had been accepted.
“You didn’t ask them – they asked you. You couldn’t just go along and offer 
your services.  It was a very exclusive kind of club.” Irene married fellow 
HADS member, Eric.
The first director was John Drower, described as a real taskmaster who 
would stand at the back of the hall during rehearsals shouting at the actors 
if he thought they were speaking too softly. His son Leslie recalled: “I’ve 
seen players reduced to tears many a time.” Irene said that in her early years 
at HADS, one man was expelled from the society. “I’ve no idea what he’d 
done,” she said. “I wasn’t a big enough noise to be told that.”
HADS plays soon became an important part of Horsell with virtually the 
whole village coming along. The society didn’t just stage plays in the parish 
hall, but also gave performances at the Holloway Sanatorium, Brookwood 
Hospital and Broadmoor, then still known as a ‘criminal lunatic asylum’.

FIELD’S CAR CENTRE
Premier Service 

Expert Care

FIELD’S CAR CENTRE
Premier Service

Expert Care

WOKING’S PREMIER SERVICE CENTRE
WHY GO ANYWHERE ELSE?

IS YOUR CAR DUE A SERVICE?
Does your car need EXPERT attention from a company you can TRUST?

Are you looking for a local Car Service Centre that is HONEST and
PROFESSIONAL, that will go that extra mile for you and your car?

Here at Field’s Car Centre we pride ourselves on our quality of service, 
customer care and after sales attention. All car services are carried out 

by trustworthy, expert mechanics with the highest attention to detail.

Talk to us today about your service requirements or visit
www.fields-carcentre.co.uk

Just type in your registration for an on-line estimate.

Tel: 01483 766634
Units 5-7 Goldsworth Road Ind Est.

(Just over the bridge from Horsell Moor)

1
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TRADING IN SURREY FOR OVER 50 YEARS

www.rsmdomesticappliances.com

First choice for 
domestic appliance
repairs and service

Call 01483 539531

• Fixed call-out
• Fast response

• Built-in / freestanding machines

The Second World War put a stop to any big productions, although HADS 
did take part in festivals run by the British Drama League. 

The first production after the war was The Barretts of Wimpole Street in 
November 1946. The Hutchences were still deeply involved in HADS 
and Irene recalled the post-war show: “It was a grand reunion; we tried 
to get everyone in. We hired costumes which had been stored during 
the war; the crinolines were limp and the wigs were urgh! But it was a 
marvellous occasion.”

There is an apocryphal tale that the landlady of The Crown used to carry 
over drinks during rehearsals to the village hall, which is across the road. 
What is true, is that The Crown was advertised in programmes in the 
1940s as being the place for a drink during intervals and a bell would ring 
in the pub to announce that the second half of the play was about to begin!

One of the new members around this time was a teacher at St Andrew’s 
School in Horsell. He was in five plays and also worked backstage and 
was known for having an amazing memory, learning his lines after just 
one read-through. That teacher was Patrick Moore, who was the first 
presenter of The Sky at Night on BBC TV and would later be knighted for 
services to astronomy.

The 1960s and 70s were a golden era for HADS, with an average of nearly 
four plays a year and success in the Woking Drama Festival, that started 
in 1959. Its directors, performers and backstage crews have won many 
awards and have taken The Bruzaud Challenge Cup for the winning Best 
Play six times.

In 1961 Irene Hutchence donated a cup, given in her name, that is now 
given to the Best Supporting Actress in the festival. Irene continued acting 
and working backstage with HADS until not long before her death in 1986.

A big turning point for HADS came with the opening of the Rhoda McGaw 
Theatre in Woking town centre, with an audience capacity of 200 and 
backstage and technical facilities not possible in a village hall. HADS’s debut 
at the Rhoda McGaw was in March 1979 with Alan Ayckbourn’s Absurd 
Person Singular, and it has been putting on two shows virtually every year 
ever since. The society also regularly enters the drama festival and puts on 
occasional smaller shows in the revamped village hall, where it still rehearses.

Despite competition from the myriad forms of modern entertainment and 
pastimes, HADS continues to thrive, putting on a diverse selection of plays, 
from a stage adaptation of the classic TV comedy series Fawlty Towers, to 
the “reduced” comedy version of The 39 Steps, the Agatha Christie murder 
mystery And Then There Were None, to a powerful production of The Diary 
of Anne Frank. HADS’s most recent production has been Burning the Witch, 
by the EastEnders writer Christopher Reason, who wrote the third act of 
the play for the society after it won a host of awards at drama festivals with 
performances of the first two acts as one-act plays.

In December, the society will return to comedy with Alan Bennett’s Habeas 
Corpus, with Dangerous Corner by J. B. Priestley and Terence Rattigan’s 
Separate Tables planned for 2020.

Stuart Flitton
with thanks to Richard and Rosemary Christophers for their research

1. The inside of the programme from HADS’ first post-war production.  2. Patrick Moore in the programme for a 1947 play as stage manager.  3. A 1936 programme 
from a play that, mysteriously, doesn’t appear on any list of HADS productions.  4. Patrick Moore in The Lady from Edinburgh from 1948. A review described his role 
(Prof Dainty) as “the most difficult” and said his “portrayal assures him of further parts in future presentations”.  5. Irene Hutchence in 1961.  6. A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream (1971).  7. The Merchant of Venice (date not known).  8. Yellow Sands (1929).  9. The programme from the first HADS play.
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In 2018 our sales and lettings offices in Woking, Knaphill and  
Horsell proudly raised over £20,000 for

BEST ESTATE AGENT 
IN THE SOUTH 
in association with

BEST 
ESTATE AGENT2018 WOKING

Woking: 01483 757700   |    Horsell: 01483 755222

Knaphill: 01483 798969     |     Lettings: 01483 741300

www.seymours-estates.co.uk

SEYMOURS ESTATE AGENTS
A premium property service with the personal touch. Independent  
and partner-driven, you’ll be guided by the owners of the business.  

As a leading local agent for over 25 years, we understand the value of honest, 
open advice. We live here and care about our community as much as you do 

which means we understand our surroundings intimately and are  
heavily involved in supporting all things locally.

We value more than just your home. Get in touch for your next valuation.

LOCAL OFFICES  |  LOCAL PEOPLE  |  LOCAL VALUES 


