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A word from the Editor
Greetings...

Are we allowed to mention Christmas yet? 
Lots of villagers are already working hard 
to make sure that it is fun for everyone. Our 
wonderful volunteers are out in force, and 
always happy to welcome more to the gang – 
just email xmas@horsellresidents.com to offer 

your services – even a couple of hours will 
make a difference.
While I’m thanking volunteers, I’d like to thank 
all who contribute to the HRA, STC and this 
magazine (whether writing, checking my 
grammar or posting through letterboxes). We 
really are fortunate to live in a village with all 
you wonderful people.
It was great to have so many villagers email 
me their photos for the magazine. It was 
very difficult to pick and I’ve put some of 
the ‘I wish I had more covers’ here for you to 
enjoy. Everyone is welcome to send in items 
or photos. It’s great to get new voices and 
contributors. Thanks to Graham Barden for 
this cover pic.
Often following swiftly from Christmas 
celebrations are New Year’s resolutions. Helen 
Cammock has pulled together some of the 
assorted clubs and activities that you can join 
in and around Horsell. Why not try something 
new? (You don’t need to wait until January).

LucySnowy blossom. Photo: Kathy Gilbert. Frozen sandpit. Photo: Caroline Hughes.

Photos: Lucy English except where noted.
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Volunteer position available
If you are up for taking on something new, we are still in need of someone to co-ordinate the advertising for this magazine. If you think you 
might have the time and skills, do let us know at theresidentads@gmail.com. Training and support will be given! Thank you in advance.

2

Horsell events

It is with sadness that we note the passing 
of Elizabeth (Liz) Evans. A perusal of the 
past issues of the magazine will see her 
name crop up time and time again because 
she did so much for the village and the HRA, 
including over nine years as Membership 
Secretary. We send our best wishes and 
condolences to her friends and family.

Barn Dance
Wonderful evening at the Barn Dance held on 
Saturday 6th October. Brilliant atmosphere, 
good caller and band. Thoroughly exhausting but  
great fun! Come along in February 2019 for our 
next venture into tripping the light fantastic.
Mike Couper

Weekly Wednesday Walks
It is a year since we first advertised these walks 
and since then, only two have been cancelled 
due to bad weather. Every week there have been 
at least 20 walkers and during the summer 
there were also evening walks. There has been 
a lot on the news about the need for exercise 
and also the growing problem of loneliness. It 
has been a real pleasure meeting many new 
people and it is such an easy and relaxed way 
of enjoying company and a good walk. 
If you’d like to come, just turn up in Horsell 
High Street, outside the Beijing Restaurant at 
9.50. We are usually back in the High Street 
by 11.45 when there is the chance to have 
refreshments and a chat if you wish. During 
the warmer months, it has been a delight to sit 
amongst new and old friends in the beautiful 
garden of The Red Lion. We are planning a 
booklet of 10 local walks and you might even 
spot colour markers along the routes!
For further information, contact c.e.hughes@ 
ntlworld.com
Caroline Hughes

Music, Christmas and friends.. .  what a 
wonderful combination!
Come and enjoy a choral evening with a mix of 
gentle, uplifting and lively songs, spanning the 
years and styles. There will be performances 
by three wonderful choirs:
•  Surrey Fringe, a very entertaining barbershop 

choir from Guildford.
•  Mamacapella, a choir for parents with small 

children, who will delight us with their 
delicate harmonies.

•  Horsell Community Choir will be performing 
a varied repertoire of songs, some for fun, 
some more serious but all with wonderful 
harmonies arranged by Anna Tabbush

The concert will be rounded off with some 
well-known carols that everyone can join in!
Wine and mince pies available in the interval. 
Donations to a local charity welcome.
For more information contact Geoff Hughes: 
geoff.hughes@horsellsings.org.uk

Photo: Mark McMurtrie.

Well wrapped up for winter walks.
Photo: Caroline Hughes.

HRA village forum October 2018: ‘The future of Woking town centre’
The only alternative to building skyscrapers 
in Woking town centre was to create another 
estate the size of Goldsworth Park in the Green 
Belt, an open forum run by Horsell Residents 
Association was told.
Ray Morgan, Woking Council chief executive, 
told a packed meeting that the dilemma was 
to cater for an expanding population, a general 
need for more homes and Government quotas 
while attracting young professional commuters 
and retaining the village atmosphere of places 
like Horsell.
He said the council had decided to retain as 
much of the countryside around the town as 

possible. But to do so means building up – and 
so the programme of allowing blocks of flats 
up to 39 storeys high would continue. He 
accepted they looked awful at the moment, 
and that they would be visible for miles 
around, but insisted that when finished, the 
impact would be lessened.
Mr Morgan also outlined plans for widening 
Victoria Arch, which might depend on Network 
Rail’s plans to increase services by 40 per cent 
through the town helped by a flyover on the 
track from Guildford.
The meeting, in the village hall, also heard 
that the council had taken steps to stop 

development in the Martyrs Lane area which 
would have engulfed the New Zealand Golf Club.
However it was clear that with more tower 
blocks, a possible new station, widening 
Victoria Arch and changing the road network, 
building work would continue in the town 
centre for many more years.
The HRA annual village forum attracted a much 
larger audience than expected, exceeding the 
capacity of the village hall. At the request of 
the HRA and local councillors, Mr Morgan 
has committed to repeat the event shortly in a 
larger capacity venue. 
Pete Grieve

WHEN: Saturday 15th December, 
7:30 – 9:30pm

WHERE: St Mary’s Church, Church Hill,  
Horsell, GU21 4QQ

COST: £5, children under 14 free.

Horsell Community Choir 
Christmas Concert
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Alan Greenwood & Sons 
 

Independent Family Funeral Directors 
 

5, The Parade 
Frimley,  

Camberley 
GU16 7HY 

01276 684 650 
 

1 Anchor Hill,  
Knaphill,  
Woking  

GU21 2HL 
01483 487889 

 

2 Aldershot Road 
Woodbridge Hill 

Guildford 
GU2 8AF 

01483 567845 
 

14 Guildford Road 
Bagshot 

GU19 5JH 
01276 473 707 

 
 

Mimbridge Garden Estate 
Station Road 

Chobham 
GU24 8AR 

01276 858363  
 

66 Send Road 
Send,  

Woking 
GU23 7EU 

01483 210 222  
 

Visit Our Website for Full Details of Our Services and to View All Our Local Obituaries 
www.alangreenwoodfunerals.com 

 

Caring and Compassionate Service 24 hours 365 days  
Latest Jaguar or Mercedes Funeral Vehicles  

Golden Charter Pre-paid Funeral Plans  
Home Visit Arrangements  

Everything you would expect from a Funeral Director  
We will not be beaten on price 

Try something new in Horsell 

As the start of a new year approaches, how 
about trying a new hobby or activity? You’ll 
meet others, as well as learning something 
new. The great news is, there’s so much you 
can do right here in Horsell and just beyond.

When I started asking local people what they 
ran or recommended, it was obvious that there 
was far too much for a short article. So you can 
find the extended version, with a lot more in it, 
at https://medium.com/@helencammack/

Playing tennis in Horsell village must be the 
best value local activity, costing just £20 
annually per family (or £12 for an individual) 
for membership of Horsell Tennis Club. This 
means that you can book one of Horsell’s two 
all-weather tennis courts (behind the Village 
Hall) for free, anytime. Join on the website – 
horselltennisclub.org.uk. Then, email the club 
to join the WhatsApp group to help you find 
a playing partner, or go to one of the Social 
Tennis sessions, which, during winter, are on 
Mondays at 10am-12pm.

Alternatively, you could challenge yourself 
with an outdoors military-style Bootcamp on 
Wheatsheaf Common. Local fitness fan Scott 
Pawley recommends Scorpion Bootcamp 
which also operates at Goldsworth Park, and 
runs six days a week. “There’s a fantastic social 
side to the group as well”, he says. First-timers 
are always welcome as you work at your own 
ability. Call 07794 650480 to speak to one 
of the instructors, Rich or Ian, and your first 
session is free.

For families with kids of any age, give Family 
Yoga a try. This is an activity I can recommend 
personally! Beccy Alford runs a session on 

Sundays at 10am at the Prime Acrobatics 
studio at Heather Farm. The whole family 
pays just £10 (amazing value!), and she asks 
that you book in advance each week on her 
website – magicalyogatree.co.uk – so that she 
can create a new theme tailored to the ages of 
the children coming.

If you have an interest in cricket, did you 
know that Woking and Horsell Cricket Club, 
based on Brewery Road, are already looking 
for players for the 2019 summer season? 
The club operate four teams in the Surrey 
Championship league on a Saturday, a friendly 
side on a Sunday and a midweek Twenty20 
side, so whatever your experience there will 
be a team for you. Although winter is the 
off-season, practice nets begin in late January 
at Woking Leisure Centre. To join in, email 
wokinghorsellcc@gmail.com.

Can’t decide between a dance class and 
a workout? Candice Clift runs her Dance 
Fitness classes every Wednesday evening at 
Halstead Preparatory School, from 7.15pm to 
8.15pm. She would love some new members 
to come and join, and says “It’s a brilliant way 
to de-stress and get a top-to-toe workout. 

Could you produce something like this?  
Join Fiona Lambert’s Knit ‘n’ Natter group  
and find out.
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Try something new in Horsell 

Full-time / part-time Nursery
sessions available

2 small classes in each year
group - Reception to Year 6

Before and after School
Care available.

Preparing for a happy,
healthy & successful life

Please contact our Registrar to arrange your visit
registrar@halstead-school.org.uk  |  01483 772682

Halstead Educational Trust Ltd: Charity No 270525, Registered in England 1224089

Halstead Preparatory School
Woodham Rise, Woking,
Surrey GU21 4EE

www.halstead-school.org.uk

PREPARATORY SCHOOL FOR
GIRLS AGED 2 – 11 YEARSbeginning

a bright

‘E
XCELLENT’

IN
 EVERY A

SPECT

(IS
I I

nspectio
n)

minibusserviceavailable

HAL_HOR_RES_190wx66h.qxp_Layout 1  02/02/2018  20:01  Page 1

We’re a very sociable group too”. To arrange 
a free taster contact Candice at enquiries@
innerambition.co.uk.

Maybe knitting will be your thing? Fiona 
Lambert recently started the Knit ’n’ Natter 
group for sociable knitters, and says “we 
would love to see some additional members – 
including non-knitters who would like to learn. 
Anyone can join us knitting their own projects 
or providing ideas for charity works”, such as 
blankets and hats for premature babies. The 
small group meets on Mondays (3-4.30pm) 
at Patches cafe on the High Street. You’re 
welcome to just turn up on the day.

Want to do something outdoors that fits in 
with your timetable and is a bit different? 
Claire Torbett recommends Geocaching – a 
kind of treasure hunt which you can do with 
just a smartphone. She says, “It’s easy to start. 
There are loads of caches hidden locally on the 
common, along the canal and in Goldsworth 
Park”. Claire recommends downloading the 
official app (at geocaching.com), which is free.

For those who feel that they may have 
lost (or never had) their creative spark, do 
something artistic with Geeta Chagan Bhana, 
who launched her art activities business two 
years ago. The Art House runs small evening 
adult classes at least every month, exploring 
everything from painting to clay sculpture or 
printmaking. No experience is necessary – it’s 
fun, relaxing and therapeutic! Here’s an idea 
for a great Christmas present for yourself or 
someone else: Geeta’s running a fluid acrylic 
pouring class on the 25th and the 31st of 
January, which can be booked on her website 
(thearthouse.co).

Singing with others is well-known to be good 
for the soul. There’s more than one local choir, 
but here’s a plug for Natural Voices ladies’ 

choir, run by Anne-Marie Claxton who says, 
“We like to have a giggle, and we always 
love to have new members!”. They meet on 
Wednesdays at 8pm at St. Mary’s Church, and 
don’t take themselves too seriously. They sing 
a variety of styles, there’s no audition, and you 
don’t need to be able to read music as the choir 
learns new songs by ear. Your first session is 
free. Email Anne-Marie at naturalvoices@
virginmedia.com. 

Could you enjoy solo performing? You’ll never 
find out if you don’t try! Whatever your talent, 
whether music, comedy, poetry or magic, try 
it out in front of a very supportive crowd at 
one of the Open Mic Evenings, every Monday 
at 8pm at the Fiery Bird, on the site of the old 
Quake nightclub near the HG Wells Conference 

Centre. “You’ll be made very welcome – it 
is one of the trademarks of the venue that 
people feel they can come on their own and be 
made to feel at home whether they perform or 
just listen”, says Elaine McGinty. Just go along 
and join in.

Since there was far too much material for this 
article, to read about more activities and clubs, 
see the extended online article at https://
medium.com/@helencammack/. This also 
includes Woking Amateur Operatic Society, 
the Mosaic Chamber Choir, Horsell Runners, 
Horsell Wednesday Walks, several yoga 
classes, Horsell’s book group, the local Chess 
Club, sewing classes, ballroom dancing and 
Woking District Gardening Club, and more.

Helen Cammack

Happy artists after an evening class at The Art House, Horsell, run by Geeta Chagan Bhana.
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Horsell Gardens

Seeking solace  
from the new horizon

As the last leaves fall, Woking’s towers are becoming ever prominent 
from far and wide. Whether you are in favour or opposed to these urban 
complexes, many of us will gain the view of high-rise living from our 
gardens, whilst feeling that our once tranquil garden space is losing 
its seclusion. With the reality of a further developed skyline we could 
hope for something as stunning as The Bosco Verticale in Milan or The 
Supertree Grove in Singapore, but I’m sure we will be left with unfulfilled 
biophilic tendencies from the developments.
High-up on many of my clients’ recent wish lists is the desire to create 
privacy, be less overlooked and screen out other buildings. In densely 
populated areas total privacy is increasingly harder to achieve. Raising 
boundary heights brings increased shade. Better instead to opt for 
an area of privacy for seating or dining where you feel you can relax, 
without screening the entire garden. This could be achieved with a 
pergola cloaked in a climber, an enclosed seating area or plump for 
a modern approach of a grid of four ‘umbrella trees’ such as Parrotia 
persica. The lateral branches are tied into and trained horizontally across 
a framework of bamboo canes. It’s essentially a tree with a very flat 
canopy, only casting light shade and is very effective when viewed from 
a higher vantage point at creating privacy for its occupants.
If privacy isn’t such an issue for you, but you’d rather not see the towers 
then you might think the obvious thing would be to plant a tree to screen 
it. The mistake most make is to plant an all singing, all dancing subject 
to block what you are trying to hide. This will, in fact, attract more 
attention. Try planting, instead, an evergreen, conical tree like Prunus 
lusitanica ‘Myrtifolia’ or Ilex ‘Nellie R. Stevens’. Both are good to look 
at, but neither with jaw-dropping beauty, and deliberately so. Your star 
needs to be positioned away from the towers, possibly in the centre of  
the garden, creating a new inward facing focal point. This could be Cornus  
kousa ‘Angyo Dwarf’, Amelanchier rotundifolia ‘Helvetica’ or Euonymus 
alatus var. ciliatodentatus, all petite in size, with multiple seasons of 
interest and fitting the bill perfectly. Hopefully for those who need it, 
this gives you some ideas to plan and instigate over the winter months.

In the run up to Christmas, you may encounter another dilemma of 
‘what to get that someone who has everything’. How about a ‘living’ 
gift? Options could include Rhododendron ‘Praecox’, one of the first to 
bloom (January to March), or Ranunculus calandrinioides, an alpine 
for the front of a sunny border. This plant flowers November through 
February and is dormant during the summer when it likes to be kept 
on the dry side. Helleborus ‘Verboom Beauty’ would make a great gift 
too, with the bonus that this could be grown inside for the chance of 
it flowering on Christmas Day before acclimatising it to the outdoors.

Pamela Barden. Local multi-award winning garden designer

Conservation area, heritage of St Mary’s Church and the towers 
together forming a new skyline. Photo: Pamela Barden.

Rhododendron ‘Praecox’ as a backdrop to Hamamelis x intermedia ‘Pallida’. 
Photo: Pamela Barden.
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Horsell Events
Christmas Market: 
volunteers required

WHEN: Saturday 1st December
WHERE: Horsell High Street

If you can help in any way with this event it 
will be much appreciated. Contact xmas@
horsellresidents.com if you can offer even 
a couple of hours. Maybe you could help to 
put up or take down the gazebos? How about 
decorating them with lights and tinsel? We 
also need a team during the Market to help 
direct people and traffic. Just get in touch if 
you can help out.

Christmas Trees: 
volunteers required
Christmas trees will decorate the High Street 
again this year. Maurice Mandry at Ottershaw 
supply our lovely trees on Saturday 17th 
November and we need volunteers to help 
with various tasks.  Get in touch if you can offer 
even a couple of hours – it’s all appreciated.

WHEN: Saturday 17th November 
1.45pm onwards: if you can handle an 
axe can you help to trim tree trunks so 
that they fit into the tree holders? We do 
this in the shelter behind The Crown. 
3.00pm: carry the trees across to Scout HQ
3.30 – 6pm: various jobs available!  
Could you test the lights or decorate  
the trees?
WHEN: Sunday 18th November 10am. 
Help to carry the trees to the High 
Street. Using ladders, put the trees into 
their holders above shops. We also 
need a team in Scout HQ to clean up.

It’s fun work and there’s a job for everyone. 
Equipment, tea and coffee provided!
Contact: c.e.hughes@ntlworld.com

Guides go to Iceland
Nine Girl Guides and three leaders from 3rd 
Horsell Guides will be travelling to Iceland 
in February half term. This trip of a lifetime 
will include opportunities to see hot geysers 
and frozen waterfalls, swim in geothermally 
heated lagoons and walk on top of a glacier. 
They might even be lucky enough to see the 
Northern Lights!
The Guides have been busy fundraising for 
this amazing trip and have so far raised money 
through marshalling at local triathlon events, 
selling quizzes and designing their very own 
badge. On Saturday 1st December the girls 
will be selling their goods at Horsell Christmas 
Market and would love your support. Come 
and buy one of their Reindeer themed hot 
chocolate cones and find out more about their 
magical trip to Iceland. You might even get to 
meet Sven, their reindeer mascot.

Alice in Baking 
Wonderland
Hello! My name is Alice. I’m fourteen, and 
I’m going to be at Horsell Christmas Market. 
I’m setting up a stall to help raise funds for a 
school trip to Kenya next summer.
On the trip we’ll be learning about the 
ecosystem between the indigenous people and 
the animals in that area, so we’ll be tracking 
lions, looking at the local ecology, meeting the 
Masai people to find out how they live and 
much more!
So far, I have done a variety of different 
fundraising events, including: car washing, 
cake sales, babysitting and running a Sunday 
school. At HCM, I will be selling biscuits, 
cakes and my own homemade mincemeat! 
I’m looking forward to seeing you all there! 
For any other bakes or jobs I can do for 
you to raise funds, please contact me at: 
aliceinbakingwonderland@gmail.com

~ Developing potential for life ~

Church Hill House, Horsell, Woking, 
Surrey GU21 4QW
Telephone: 01483 760943
www.st-andrews.woking.sch.uk
Reg. Charity No. 297580 ~ Established to promote 
and provide for the advancement of  education

INDEPENDENT DAY SCHOOL FOR GIRLS & BOYS AGED 3-13

Because your child deserves to be 

fulfilled
Outstanding facilities and an imaginative  
approach to teaching.

‘Excellent’ in all areas - ISI Inspection 2016
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SCHOLARSHIPS

AVAILABLE FOR
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Computer Repairs,
Upgrades & Advice

Need Help? Call Mike
Tel: 07505 100386

Office: 01483 830200
Over 37 years computing experience

�  Computer Crashing/Virus?
�  Problem with iPad or Tablet
�  Computer Running Slow?
�  Broadband, Internet, LAN or Network Problems?
�  Supporting Home and Office
�  Help with most things Technical
�  No Fix No Fee

Apple, Windows, Linux, Raspberry Pi,

Networking, Wireless LAN, Internet, Software

£10 Discount for new customers with this advert
www.thecomputervan.co.uk
Email: mike.sheldon@thecomputervan.co.uk

Immediate Quotations 
Competitive FIXED Prices 
RICS Homebuyer Reports 

Building Surveys 
RICS Registered Valuers 
All Types of Buildings 

Over 30 Years Experience of Surveying Over 30 Years Experience of Surveying 
in the Woking area 

Alice preparing her mincemeat. 
Photo: Alice’s mum.
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Horsell Christmas Festivities

Please note, all details are correct as we go 
to print but are subject to change.

A huge thank you to all traders, stallholders,  
performers and volunteers that make 

our Christmas Market happen.

The Horsell Christmas Market is all set to be, once more, one of the 
most popular events organised by HRA’s Second Thursday Club (STC).
The number of stalls, entertainment and events will be bigger and better 
than ever before as this year we will have more stalls and activities 
under cover in the Horsell Evangelical Church.

There will be over 30 stalls this year – a mixture of the old favourites 
selling gifts, cards, festive food and art pieces as well as some exciting 
new stalls selling more art, crafts and gifts as well as local honey, organic 
ales and jewellery to name a few.
Here is a glimpse of some of those who will be there:

• Strawberry Quilting –  
bags/cushions/hats/candles

• NEW Good Living Brewing Co –  
botanical ale

• Samba Riding For The Disabled – 
Christmas Gifts and goodies and 
‘guess the name of the pony’

• Petite Pops – Cake Pops

• Out from Africa –  
African wooden and beaded crafts

• ON!juniper – organic and natural 
bath bombs and  lip balms for kids

• NEW Bombina Glass –  
fused glass gifts and jewellery

• Blue Daisy Arts – silk wrapped 
glassware, bags, cushions etc

• Karens’s cakes – sweets, cakes 
and Christmas treats

• Fused Glass by Kris – fused glass

• Vz Collection –  
women’s fashion and jewellery

• Homemade by Ali – homemade 
jams, jellies, pickles and chutneys

• Hannah Bruce Art – fine art

• Hot Glass – fused glass 

• NEW Splatterkins Stuff Your Own –  
teddy mountain, no sew, 
stuff your own toys

• Woking Sam Beare Hospice –  
Christmas cards

• Woking Community Hospital –  
Christmas cards

• Lois Redman – homemade crafts

• Salvation Cakes – cakes and bakes

• Tony Wellbelove – woodturning 

• Metal Arts and Crafts in association  
with York Road Project – custom painted 
cups/coasters/glasses/canvas art

• NEW Debs London – paintings on canvas and wood

• NEW Sally Hodgkins – resin abstract artwork and gifts

• NEW St Johns Honey – local honey and info about beekeeping

• NEW Oliver Jones Jewellery – jewellery

• Badger Bakery – artisan breads
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Children’s activities
Seymours: Face painting for children 
(donations welcome for charity)
Studio 101: Father Christmas will have 
gifts for children (donation welcome for 
charity)
Pets Corner: play hunt the animals round 
the shop 
I-Spy the odd man out.  Have fun 
spotting the odd object in the shop 
windows in the High Street. Get your 
trail sheet and stamp from the STC info 
tent by the Co-op, St Mary’s Church, 
Horsell Evangelical Church or download 
in advance. Prizes for all correct entries.
Horsell Evangelical Church: craft acti- 
vities for children and refreshments

St Mary’s Christmas Family Craft-Making Event
Plans are well in hand for a fun-filled day on Saturday 1st December 
between 10am and 5pm. We encourage you to visit us using the 
popular Light Trail which will bring you through the churchyard from 
Wilson Way (a much safer way than trying to cross by the entrance 
on Church Hill). We plan to have tables where families can make 

Christmas crafts together – e.g. greenery-based table decorations 
and wreaths, Christmas tree decorations and more seasonal activities.
We will also have our famous home-made refreshments including 
mulled wine and musical entertainment from local choirs and music 
groups (including the school choir and handbell group).

Performers
This year there will be live music on both 
sides of the High Street. From traditional 
carols to fun favourites and energetic 
performances. Come and enjoy some of 
Horsell’s musical talent – there’s a real 
range to experience. 
By Masala Spice:
2.00pm The Woking Ukulele Band
2.30pm The Salvation Army Brass Band
3.00pm The Surrey Ukeaholics
4.00pm Natural Voices
4.30pm Horsell Community Choir carol 
singing (a chance to join in)
5.00pm No December
There will also be buskers by Beijing 
Restaurant. Acts confirmed so far 
include Malcolm and Jill Banks and Dave 
Moffatt. All are sure to keep everyone 
entertained while they are waiting for 
Father Christmas or face painting.
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Our traders are also joining in!
Never far from the fun, our village traders are joining in the festivities. 
Lots to see and buy, including:

Princes Butchers: Hot dogs and burgers from midday

The Crown and Thurstons Brewery: roast chestnuts and hot dogs 
(proceeds to Marie Curie charity). You can also pick up packs of locally  
brewed Thurstons beer and enjoy The Excel Jazzmen from 5pm – 7pm

Poppies and Peonies: pavement display and follow the secret passage 

next to Matt’s framing shop for a wonderful range of Christmas gifts, 
candles and decorations.

Masala Spice: Indian Street food with vegetarian options

Café Primo: top treats

The Plough: sausage rolls and pies (proceeds to charity)

Norsworthy’s  Health and Beauty: 10% off treatments and vouchers 
on the day
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Horsell Christmas
The York Road Project – add 
someone else to your gift list

As the weather turns, so the 
list of needs at The York Road 
Project grow. Aiming to ‘defeat 
homelessness in Woking’, this is 
their current ‘wish list’, hopefully 
different to the one we write 
to Santa. If you have anything  
spare during these festivities, see if  
you can drop them a donation. 
Thank you.

• Coffee
• Biscuits
• Squash
• Crisps
• Sugar
•  Cereal (If possible not cornflakes  

as that is all we currently have)
• Tins of tomatoes
• Tins of sweetcorn
• Tins of tuna

• Tinned meat
•  Super noodles / Pot noodles 

(the just add hot water kind)
• Jars of cooking sauces
• Condiments
• Shower gel
• Deodorant
• Razors
• Jogging bottoms S/M/L
• Socks
• Boxer shorts
• Flasks / Water bottles (reusable)
• Thermals of any kind
•  Pens / paper / art supplies / 

diaries – items the clients can 
use for being organised and 
helping to attend appointments

• Warm hoodies / jumpers
• Waterproof jackets
• Sleeping bags

TRADING IN SURREY FOR OVER 50 YEARS

rsmdomesticappliances.com
High Street, Knaphill, Woking Call 01483 475000
Also in Bookham and Ashtead

YOUR LOCAL 
DOMESTIC APPLIANCE 

SUPERSTORE
SALES • ADVICE • REPAIRS

Visit your local showroom or buy online at rsmdomesticappliances.com

CLASSES EVERY 
MONDAY 7.30pm

SHEN YOGA

HORSELL PARISH HALL – Lower Hall
117 High St, Woking GU21 4SS

Phone: 07960 700 630
yogabyshen@gmail.com to book

as places are limited
Parking and restroom available

Please bring your own mat and a smile  J
Not suitable for complete beginners or those who have never exercised before. 

Don’t forget to visit the festive fun at Horsell Village School. 
The PTA Christmas Fair is from 12 - 3pm. Lots of family-friendly activities and stalls. 

Don’t miss the choir singing from 1.30 - 2pm.
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Horsell Prepared
How prepared would you be if… your water, food or power got cut off?
Take our easy quiz, compiled by our own local 
resilience group Horsell Prepared, to find out 
how prepared you and your family would be if 
your water supply or power supply failed or if 
the food supply to Horsell was affected. 
Count up your ‘yes’ answers to get a score out 
of 10.
1.  Do you have some bottled water at home in 

case of a water supply problem?
2.  Do you have a water butt in the garden to 

collect extra water which could come in 
handy in a water supply emergency?

3.  Do you have water purification tablets at 
home “just in case”?

4.  Do you have torches, spare batteries, 
candles and matches at home, for use in an 
electricity blackout?

5.  Do you have enough non-perishable food at 
home to feed your family for 72 hours?

6.  Have you signed yourself up (if eligible) to 
the Priority Services Register?

7.  Do you know how to cut off the electricity, 
gas AND water supply to your home, if 
necessary?

8.  Do you know exactly what to do first in a 
power cut?

9.  Do you have the kind of ‘old fashioned’ 
phone which will still work with no power?

10.  Do you know what to do in a gas 
emergency?

What’s your score?
0-3 – You’re an optimist and you probably 
think “it’ll never happen”, but can you be so 
sure? It can’t harm you to be more prepared, 
so have a look at the Horsell Prepared website 
to improve your score.
4-6 - You’re doing your best. Why not brush up 
on the questions you’re not sure about at the 
Horsell Prepared website?
7-10 - We’re impressed! With your knowledge 
and preparedness, maybe you can help others 
in an emergency. Email us at horsellprepared@
gmail.com to add your name to our list of local 
emergency volunteers.
To find out more about how to improve your 
score, see the article with the same title on the 
website https://horsellprepared.interests.me 
Why is this important? Short-term power 
cuts happen quite regularly, and it’s good to 
be prepared for these especially if you have 
mobility problems or young children.

Larger-scale power cuts, while much less likely, 
would cause big problems if they happened. For 
instance, if the whole of the power network, 
including the power stations supplying the 
grid, lost power, perhaps because of solar 
storms or (closer to home) cyber-terrorism, 
the individual power stations serving the 
grid would need to be restarted – in a reboot 
procedure called ‘Black Start’. This would take 
several days to get the country powered up 
again.  In that time, the water supply would 
be immediately cut, and transportation would 
be so severely disrupted that the food supply 
would be severely affected too. What’s more, 
such a problem would be national, so other 
areas couldn’t come to Horsell’s rescue.
This is just one of the “what if” scenarios that 
Horsell Prepared is preparing for, as well as 
more common emergencies such as severe 
snow and ice, flooding and forest fires. Future 
articles will ask how prepared you would be 
for fires, floods, or for evacuating your home. 
To find out more, or to add your name to the 
growing list of local emergency volunteers, 
go to the website at https://horsellprepared.
interests.me. 
Helen Cammack

Trusted dental care since 1954

Sheena Lalani  
and Associates 

Member of the ‘Good Practice Scheme’ 
denoting highest standards as judged 

by the British Dental Association

Our services include:  
• Full range of family dental care  
• Cosmetic dentistry  
• Professional tooth whitening  
• Tooth coloured fillings  
• Veneers, crowns and bridges  
• Hygienists providing preventive care  
• Currently taking on new patients  
• Sympathetic care for the nervous/anxious  
• Practice Care Plans available 
• In-house emergency cover provided

T H E  F A M I LY  YO U  
C A N  T U R N  T O...  

Seven generations of our family have 
been helping and advising local families 

in their time of need. 

For over 230 years we have been 
providing funerals, both modest and 

traditional, with care and compassion.

WOKING 

48-54 Goldsworth Road GU21 6LE 
01483 768942

YOUR LOCAL FUNERAL DIRECTORS
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Horsell Online

The Horsell Village Wire now has nearly 3,000 members and continues 
to plays an instrumental part in communication and in the discussion of 
issues around Horsell and, in ever increasing cases, Woking. 
We surveyed members in relation to advertising as businesses appeared 
to be taking over the wall and useful community information was getting 
lost. However, there is some value in local business advertising so we 
are at the moment trialling ‘Advert Monday’. As this settles in we are 
deleting fewer during the rest of the week. This, of course, does not 
include local activities and community events.
The hot topic at the moment that appears to be having a significant 
impact on village concerns is of course the Towers of Woking. For the 
time being topics on parking seem to be less of an issue. Because of 
the high number of members, it is now quite a job keeping an eye on 
everything but we do also rely on members reporting inappropriate 
posts or comments.
Colin Fox

The idea of having a separate business group was to keep the Wire as 
more of an information platform rather than filled with just adverts. 
I also wanted to provide a space for residents to learn about local 
businesses and a space for those small businesses to use and gain 
support. It’s really important for the local small business owner to get 
their message directly to their community and be able to communicate 
with them speedily. It’s really useful for the home business owners who 
can’t advertise on a larger scale.
Sound useful to you? Well, the Wire has currently 2911 members, the 
Small Business page only 462 so click ‘join’ now so that we can make 
the group even better.
What else can I say? The group is what it ‘says on the tin’: for advertis-
ing your small Horsell business, promoting your special offers or for 
potential customers looking for recommendations. Sign up now!
Lisa Pendry

One of the most amazing groups on the internet. Where else will a 
friendly villager be really pleased to come round and take away your 
junk? This group is for selling or giving away unwanted items, or, in my 
case, saving items from landfill when they might be of use to someone 
else. I was about to chop up our old logstore for firewood and fill my 
car up with remnants to go to the dump when I popped a quick ‘does 
anyone want?’ online. Next thing I know, a lovely local family (you know 
who you are) came and took it away. Not only did they clear my junk, 
they thanked me for it. Result.
Lucy EnglishThe one and only  

authentic Italian  
take-away in  

  
making fresh, tasty  

exquisite Italian food

Horsell

Home delivery*

Find us on  
Horsell High Street
Open 12 to 23.00 
12 to 22.00 Sunday

order online at www.squisitos.co.uk

* charge applies.

It’s not just the Horsell Village Wire! Check out 
Horsell Small Businesses, Horsell Recycle and 
Horsell Neighbourhood Watch too
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Horsell Neighbourhood Watch
Horsell residents won’t be surprised to learn that we have more 
Neighbourhood Watches per head than any other part of Woking. 
Currently around 750 residents receive regular emails from us about 
crimes in the locality and how to guard against them.
But emails are a slow way to get important news out, especially if you 
can help hunt for a missing person - be it a suspect or a vulnerable 
wanderer. For those who use social media and can get alerts on our 
mobile phones, a faster tool is at hand.  We mean a Facebook Group.
Since we launched “Horsell Neighbourhood Watch Facebook Group” 
early in June, we have grown rapidly to around 400 members, and we 
confidently expect that by the end of 2018 we will match the email 
network’s 750 members. We can see how Byfleet’s Group continues to 
grow well into its second year and has reached 2,000 now. They firmly 
believe they have made their village safer.
Members get Surrey Police’s important messages such as: “Off on 
holiday? Who’s watching your home?“ and “Have you seen this missing 
teenager?” And it’s not just faster alerts: Facebook Groups allow anyone 

to post a warning alert about something 
suspicious and to comment on the posts 
of others, such as: “Boys up to no good on 
Littlewick Road just now, trying to take a bike”.
What is interesting is that the average age of 
the Facebook Group member is much lower 
than our existing email members. I would 
guess from their Facebook photos that they 
are typically around 30. Recruiting younger 
members is even more important to me than 
the simple growth in numbers because we surely want the younger 
generation to become involved in keeping this community safe. They 
need crime prevention information too, but perhaps it wasn’t getting 
through by traditional email.
Whatever your age, you are welcome to join Horsell Neighbourhood 
Watch - any Horsell resident can join by going to https://www.
facebook.com/groups/HorsellNHW/ and clicking Join. Become part of 
the conversation.
Tony Kremer and Christine Loosemore

Horsell Scouts and Guides do a good 
turn at Lions’ Fun Run
At a presentation evening at Horsell Bowling Club on Wednesday 
19th September, Woking Lions distributed cheques for £5,250 being 
proceeds from their successful Charity Run in July. This was sponsored 
for the 3rd year by Seymours of Horsell.
MP Jonathan Lord was in attendance to hand out monies to the main 
beneficiaries and to recognise the help given by local scouts and 

guides at the event. While Woking District Scouts provided transport 
and equipment and received £500 towards a drainage pump at their 
Birchmere camp, Horsell Scouts loaned apparatus, and received another 
£500.  Horsell Guides, who were given £500, kept themselves busy by 
helping to prepare the medals and distributing bananas and water to the 
tired but triumphant run finishers.
Speakers on the evening were Mr Lord and last year’s President, Roger 
Chamberlain who thanked all those who assisted at the Charity Run and 
wished all recipients well for the future. The Lions’ Charity Run in 2019 
is scheduled for Sunday 30 June.

Presentation to the 1st Horsell Scout Group from left Lions’ 
President Bob Hills, Cub Scout leader Nigel Longley, MP 
Jonathan Lord, Richard Mackie Woking District Scouts and 
Past President Roger Chamberlain. Photo: Woking Lions.
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Horsell History

We have walked up and down Kettlewell Hill 
many times, but it was not until we received an 
enquiry from a reader of ‘The Resident’ after 
our article on ‘Southcote’ that we realised that 
there could be a story behind ‘Summerhayes’, 
the house now replaced by Summerhayes 
Close and Mulberry Close. 
Initially we thought that we could not take its 
history back beyond 1925, but, by consulting 
maps and land tax assessments, we realised 
that it had originally been ‘Lyndhurst’. Its builder 
and first occupant from 1888-91 was John 
Henry Dimmock, a builder born in Lymington 
and in 1881 living in London with a wife and 
eight children. He did not stay at ‘Lyndhurst’ 
long. He moved to the centre of the village 
in 1892 and became churchwarden. Finally 
he moved to Southampton, where he died  
in 1905, but is buried in St Mary’s churchyard. 
After the Dimmocks, at least three families 
came and went and, for reasons now obscure, 
the house was empty between 1911 and 
1916, and probably for some years before and 
after those dates.  In July 1914 the auctioneers 

Alex H Turner and Co announced in the ‘Surrey 
Advertiser’ that they were selling it by order 
of mortgagees at an extremely low reserve. 
It offered 9 bedrooms, 3 reception rooms, a 
servants’ hall, good stabling with rooms over, 
and 2 acres of grounds. The state of the building 
was confirmed by the Inland Revenue survey 
of November 1914, which reported “Detached 
brick, rough cast and tile residence in very bad 
order. Contains: entrance hall, lavatory (h & 
c), WC, dining room (20’ x 15’), drawing room 
(20’ x 15’), conservatory, tiled, study (12’ x 10’), 
morning room (15’ x 14’), kitchen, scullery (h & 
c), larder, housemaid’s pantry (h & c); 1st floor: 
bathroom, lavatory (h & c), WC, 6 bedrooms; 
top: 4 servants’ bedrooms, cistern. Kitchen 
garden, orchard, lawn, stabling, coach house 
rooms. 2.201 acres. Rateable value £144, 
market value in present condition:  £2880. 
Site alone £945. Frontage 33’, depth 21’, 
height 30’, also conservatory and two stable 
blocks, condition poor”. Thus a substantial 
residence, with good plumbing for its age, but, 
unfortunately no picture of it has yet emerged.
The man to show the courage to take 
on such a wreck was Olver Trew, an Old 
Harrovian stockbroker, who, after joining the 
Suffolk Regiment in 1916 at the age of 34, 
in spite of very poor eyesight, had gained a 
commission and servied in Egypt. His address 
on demobilisation in 1919 is ‘Lyndhurst’. As his 
wife is shown as the ratepayer she may have 
preceded him there. They did not stay long 
and next was Claude de Jamineau Andrewes, 
interestingly the great-great-grandson of 
Robert Andrews in Gainsborough’s portrait ‘Mr 
and Mrs Andrews’.
On 30 Sep 1924 Savill’s advertisement in 
‘The Times’ notes it as sold by private treaty 
– but still no picture! The buyers were Harriett 
Sarah Lister, the widow of Wooldridge Lister, 
a jeweller in Worcestershire, and her daughter 
Annie (also known as Nancy), the widow of 
Hamilton Hodgson who had been killed at 
Gallipolli in 1915. Hamilton was a professional 
soldier, a Captain in the Lincolnshire Regiment, 
seconded to the 2nd Hampshire Regiment. 

He had been born in the Cape of Good Hope 
in 1874 into a military family and had served 
at the Battle of Khartoum. He had married 
Annie in Egypt in 1912 and semed to have set 
up home in Reading before the war. It is not 
known why the mother and daughter should 
have come to Horsell, nor why they changed 
the name to ‘Summerhayes’.
By 1928 Annie had moved on to run a guest 
house in Liphook, and Percy James Atkey 
and his family were the new owners. Percy 
was a doctor, qualifying from St Thomas’ 
Hospital in 1891 and entering a practice in 
Southampton in 1897. There he was also 
medical officer for the Board of Trade and the 
Canadian Pacific Steamship Company. It was in 
the course of his port work that he probably 
gave medical examinations to crew and third 
class passengers before they embarked on 
the ‘Titanic’ in 1912. He issued passengers 
with inspection cards showing they were fit to 
travel, as authorised by the American consul in 
Southampton. He retired in 1926 and came to 
Horsell two years later, spending his retirement 
as a factory doctor, helping local doctors and 
hospitals and working in infant welfare, as well 
as playing tennis and badminton. He moved 
to Park Road, Woking, in 1938 and died in 
Woking Victoria Hospital in 1967. 
At ‘Summerhayes’ a widow, Doris Mamie 
Wilmot Rogers, rented the house in 1938. 
The following year a 60-year old underwriter 
Charles Frederick Rawle Ward and his family 
moved there from Guildford, having spent 
many years in Japan where he was an export 
merchant and his children were born. On one 
side his neighbour was Hugh Harris, the tailor, 
and on the other Reginald Gwyther, of whom 
more later. 
Audrey, the second child and elder daughter 
married Robert Henry Gransden Redshaw, in 
St Mary’s Church on 1 June 1940. Their son, 
in an e-mail wrote that “My memories, such 
as they are, are of a dilapidated large rambling 
and rather spooky to a young child, house 
with many rooms unused with downstairs 
furniture under protective sheeting. Upstairs 

John Henry Dimmock’s gravestone,  
St Mary’s Church
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TRADING IN SURREY FOR OVER 50 YEARS

www.rsmdomesticappliances.com

First choice for 
domestic appliance
repairs and service

Call 01483 539531

• Fixed call-out
• Fast response

• Built-in / freestanding machines

Another lost house – Summerhayes, Kettlewell Hill

only my grandmother’s room was used: she 
lived there alone with minimal help she lived 
mostly in a snug cluttered room next to the 
scullery/kitchen. Heating by open fires would 
have been a nightmare in terms of cost and 
work: I doubt there was much if any central 
heating. The house had been neglected 
during the war and after. The gardens with 
greenhouse and perhaps a tennis court were 
overgrown but fun to explore as a small boy”. 
Frederick had died in 1942 and his widow Nita 
stayed there until her death in 1955, by which 
time the house had reached a state where 
it must have been fit only for demolition. 
Sometime after 1958 Surrey Building Estates 
Ltd, had built eight houses there, completing 
the small estate, named Summerhayes Close, 
in 1964. It retains some of the fruit trees from 
‘Summerhayes’.
Our original correspondent also hinted that 
Mulberry Close, the two houses built on 
land sold off from ‘Dalmahoy’, futher up the 
road, had historic links. So while ‘Dalmahoy’, 
though undergoing repairs and modernisation 
is still standing, we thought its early years 
worth investigating.  Indeed it has a link with 
‘Lyndhurst’ in that the Inland Revenue survey 
of 1909 notes that the plot is freehold building 

land carved from ‘Lyndhurst’s original plot, and 
owned by William Arthur Laing, an accountant 
and former soldier, who was then at ‘The Plat’ 
in Horsell High Street.
By 1914 the Inland Revenue report states the 
land was now developed as building, although 
not giving details, so it was probably not 
completed. William’s old regiment was the 
London Scottish, which accounts for the name 
‘Dalmahoy’, the name of a former country 
house near Edinburgh. Hardly had they settled 
in ‘Dalmahoy’, then they suffered the tragic 
loss of their son, Theodore, who had joined 
the London Scottish as a private on 4 Aug 
1914, aged 17. He was killed at Messines on 1 
November 1914, the second or third man from 
Horsell to die in the Great War. The Laings 
stayed at ‘Dalmahoy’ until 1936 and must have 
liked the name, as they took it for their final 
home in Worthing where William died in 1949.
The next occupant of ‘Dalmahoy’ is the most 
notable of those in the two houses: Reginald 
Duncan Gwyther (1883-1965), an engineer 
who worked on projects around the world. 
He met his future wife (and distant cousin) in 
Argentina. He also worked in Johore, where his 
son was born, Jersey and Singapore. He served 
in the Royal Engineers in World War I, gaining 
an MC and afterwards worked in Iraq and 
elsewhere before becoming involved in World 
War II. Mr Gwyther helped to design the 
Mulberry Harbour, the harbours which were 
towed across the English Channel to give safe 
haven to the fleet during the D-Day landings 
and after. Hence, when after Reginald’s death 
in 1965, two houses were built in the grounds 
of ‘Dalmahoy’, the close was named Mulberry 
Close and his widow downsized to one of the 
houses until 1979.
Meanwhile, Michael and Margaret Gammon, 

well known as local councillors, (Margaret 
being Mayor of Woking twice), moved from 
3 Summerhayes Close to ‘Dalmahoy’ in 1969. 
They only left a short while ago, since when 
the house has been undergoing extensive 
renovation. 
Richard and Rosemary Christophers
Sources and acknowledgements: Surrey History Centre 
for rate books and directories. The National Archives for 
records for the two houses in IR 58/34444. Ancestry.
co.uk for military records. The son of Robert Redshaw 
for his reminiscences and the photograph of his mother’s 
wedding.  Surrey County Library for ‘The Times’ on-line. 
British Newspaper Archive (on-line resource)

Mulberry Harbour

Audrey’s wedding



SATURDAY 1 st DECEMBER 
CHRISTMAS FAMILY CRAFT EVENT

St Mary’s Church
10am - 5pm

CHRISTMAS MARKET
High Street & Evangelical Church

2pm - 6pm

PTA CHRISTMAS FAIR
The Horsell Village School

12pm - 3pm


