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A word from the Editor
Greetings...

Well that was a busy Horsell summer, 
wasn’t it? You’ll notice that this issue of your 
residents’ association magazine is 20 pages 
rather than its usual 16 to allow us to include 
as many images of what we’ve all been up to 
as possible.
It kicked off with the Garden Safari in June. 
Wayne and I joined in this year, opening our 
garden on the Sunday. I can honestly say it 
was a great day – we just sat in our garden and 
had over a hundred visitors come along and be 
very lovely about it. I totally recommend that 
you open your garden next year – details of 
how to do this are on page 13.
A couple of weeks later we had the Picnic on 
the Green. This has fast become a favourite 
Horsell event. We are so privileged to have such  
generous and talented musicians who give up 
their time to entertain us. We also managed to 
get the sun out as well, despite the volunteers 
putting the marquees up in the rain.

The Village Show was also lucky with the 
weather. Despite the ominous forecast it 
remained dry and a top time was had by all. 
Stunning entries and entertainment made for 
smiles all round.

Running through the summer has been the 
second Flowerpot Festival. It’s really captured 
your imaginations. The photos on The Horsell 
Village Wire (HVW) have often made me laugh 
out loud. We managed to get round to see  
lots of them and have loved the way that so 
many people have joined in. Who’d have 
thought that flowerpots would illustrate 
Horsell’s community spirit?
You can see from these pages that there’s even 
more to look forward to in the coming months. 
Horsell never stops and much of the fun is due 
to the work of volunteers. If you fancy getting 
involved, even just for a couple of hours, it will 
help. Email addresses are given throughout 
the magazine or pop along to a meeting of 
HRA’s Second Thursday Club at 8pm on the 
second Thursday of each month at The Horsell 
Institute. Just email secondthursdayclub@
horsellresidents.com for details.

LucySome of the great sights around Horsell this 
summer

Photo: Clint Bull.

Photo: 
Clare Lawrence 

via HVW.
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As Elkie Brooks once sang, it was a definite 
case of sunshine after the rain at the Picnic on 
the Green this year.
A steady drizzle met volunteers setting up the 
canopies and continued through the morning. 
But as the musicians started to take to the 
stage, the clouds began to part, the grass 
began to dry out and blue skies sent people 
looking for the sunscreen.
Eventually, more than 300 people brought 
their picnic baskets and blankets to the green 
on Horsell Birch for a family-friendly afternoon 
to hear Surrey Ukeaholics and Bad Weather 

Friends start off the proceedings.
They were followed by Horsell’s highly talented 
youngsters No December, the massed ranks of 
the Horsell Community Choir and a rousing 
finale from The Average Chalky White Band.
As ever, huge thanks to the musicians who  
entertained us; The Cricketers, who served 
Pimms and cool drinks; the HRA’s Second 
Thursday Club (STC) for organising this free 
community event; and, obviously, the volunteers 
who set up and cleared everything away again. 
Pete Grieve
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Picnic on the Green 2019

Horsell Christmas Market 2019

A favourite Horsell tradition, the Christmas Market is a free community 
event hosted by HRA’s STC. It aims to promote local village traders, 
crafts people and musicians. We love to have new stalls offering to sell 
their crafts, preserves, breads and cakes, craft beers and all those things 
which are great as Christmas presents. 
STALL HOLDERS: Book now to avoid disappointment! Please contact 
Nancy by email: Xmas@horsellresidents.com All stalls paid for by 6th 
October will be listed in the winter issue of this magazine. 
VOLUNTEER HELPERS: We can’t do it without you. Please also contact 
Nancy at Xmas@horsellresidents.com
MUSICIANS and BANDS: We loved your music last year. If you can 
perform for us, please email Caroline at c.e.hughes@ntlworld.com  
ENTERTAINERS: Any street or children’s entertainers out there who 
want to join in? Just email Caroline at c.e.hughes@ntlworld.com
St. Mary’s Christmas Tree festival is 6th and 7th December. It’s always 
a real delight with its imaginatively themed Christmas trees, delicious 
refreshments and beautiful music in the church. To enter your Christmas 

tree and for more information, please contact Mike Couper (church 
warden) at mscouper@btinternet.com.
Schools’ PTA Christmas Fair is 7th December. Always a magical event 
for the whole family.
Make a note of these very special Horsell Christmas events. Full details  
will be in the winter issue of this magazine or check www.horsell 
residents.com
Caroline Hughes

WHEN: 2 – 6 pm Saturday 7th December

WHERE: Horsell High Street

ALSO ON: The Schools’ PTA Christmas Fair 
AND St Mary’s Christmas Tree Festival 

A damp set-up. Photo: Pete Grieve.

Horsell Community Choir. Photo: Caroline Hughes.

No December. Photo: Kate Steel.

The Average Chalky White Band. 
Photo: Pete Grieve.

Bad Weather Friends. Photo: Caroline Hughes.

Photo: Caroline Hughes.

Surrey Ukeaholics. Photo: Caroline Hughes.
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Horsell happenings

Full-time / part-time Nursery
sessions available

2 small classes in each year
group - Reception to Year 6

Before and after School
Care available.

Preparing for a happy,
healthy & successful life

Please contact our Registrar to arrange your visit
registrar@halstead-school.org.uk  |  01483 772682

Halstead Educational Trust Ltd: Charity No 270525, Registered in England 1224089

Halstead Preparatory School
Woodham Rise, Woking,
Surrey GU21 4EE

www.halstead-school.org.uk

PREPARATORY SCHOOL FOR
GIRLS AGED 2 – 11 YEARSbeginning

a bright

‘E
XCELLENT’

IN
 EVERY A

SPECT

(IS
I I

nspectio
n)

minibusserviceavailable

HAL_HOR_RES_190wx66h.qxp_Layout 1  02/02/2018  20:01  Page 1

The 2020 Horsell 
Charity Calendar

The Horsell 2020 Charity Calendar is now on 
sale in the village.
After appeals in The Resident, on Horsell 
Village Wire (HVW) and via interests.me local 
residents suggested a number of charities to 
support. We have chosen the following very 
worthy recipients for this year:
LinkAble: supports children and adults with 
learning disabilities and autism in Woking 
and Surrey Heath. It offers activities and 
experiences that they struggle to access in the 
wider community, and supports them to learn 

new skills, form lasting friendships and lead ful- 
filling, independent lives. www.linkable.org.uk
Woking and Weybridge branch of Parkinson’s 
UK: Offers help, support, assistance and 
friendship to Parkinson’s sufferers, their carers 
and families. www.parkinsons.org.uk
Samber, Riding for the Disabled: Provides 
therapy to disabled schoolchildren through 
interaction with horses and riding in a safe 
environment. www.samber-rda.org.uk
Strokeability: Provides support, aerobic and 
aqua aerobic exercise with qualified instructors 
and social events for stroke survivors and their 
carers. www.wokingstrokeability.com
York Road Project: Provides accommodation 
and support for those experiencing home- 
lessness in Woking. www.yorkroadproject.
org.uk
Your Sanctuary: Offers sanctuary, support 
and empowerment to anyone affected 
by domestic abuse for as long as is needed.  
www.yoursanctuary.org.uk

Every calendar you buy gives money to these 
charities who support people in Horsell.
A very big thank you to everyone who has 
helped with the 2020 calendar.  To the 
calendar team who pulled it all together; the 
photographers whose lovely photos feature in 
the calendar; the businesses in the village who 
have supported production costs by buying 
advertising; the outlets who are selling the 
calendar, and Knaphill Print who printed the 
calendars for us.
Lizzie Judson

Horsell Garage Sale Trail and Table Top Sale

In April 2018 HRA’s Second Thursday Club 
(STC) organised a very successful “Horsell 
Garage Sale Trail” with many residents selling 
homemade cakes and items ranging from baby 
clothes and equipment to old typewriters! 
Many residents have asked when there was 
going to be another. So, now’s your chance to 
sell your “Stuff”! 

There are a couple of modifications this year. 
STC have joined forces with Horsell Guides so 
there will be two ways of selling your preloved 
items: either from your own front garden or 

drive or at the Table Top Sale organised by 
Horsell Guides in Scout HQ. 
Feedback from last year’s event suggests that 
working together with your neighbours will 
generate much more custom and publicity.  
Where there were clusters of sales there were 
more buyers. We also found that residents 
running solo sales further away from the High 
Street had fewer visitors. We hope the Table 
Top Sale provides a solution for all! 
All profits from registration costs will go to 
Horsell Scouts and Guides. Please book your 

table or register before 14th September so 
that we can produce a street guide of all those 
selling. You are welcome to provide a brief 
description of your goods for sale to help 
entice your buyers!
Contact either: tabletop@horsellscouts.org.uk  
or Garagesale@horsellresidents.com
Caroline Hughes

WHEN: Available now!

WHERE: Apples & Pears, Co-op, 
Costcutter, St Mary’s Church

COST: £7.00

WHEN: 11am – 3.00pm Saturday 28th September

WHERE: Horsell Village and Scout HQ

COST: £10.00 (for a table top at Scout HQ) or £5.00 (to register your garage/
driveway sale for the map) Please register before 14th September. 

2020 front cover by Caroline Hughes.
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St Mary ’s Barn Dance

Just as the evenings start to get nippy, you can 

dance the evening away and generate lots of 
heat and fun to the music of a live band. The 
caller teaches every dance. Bring your own 
refreshments.

It’s fun for all ages. Tickets in advance from 
Mike Couper, mscouper@btinternet.com 
or on the door. See “What’s on” on www.
horsellresidents.com for more details.

Horsell Wednesday morning walks

Every Wednesday morning through 
out the year, you are warmly invited 
to join us on a walk which will last 
90 minutes to two hours. We take 
various routes including: along the 
canal; around Goldsworth Lake; 
across Horsell Common; down the 
footpaths of the village or even over  
to Woking Golf Club, Hook Heath.  
There is usually a shorter option. 
Each walk starts in Horsell High 
Street next to the village notice 
board where we meet at 9.50, 
ready to start at 10am. Just come 
along: there is no need to book and 
it is free of charge. We all enjoy the 
exercise and the company. 
At the end of the walk, there is 
the chance to have a drink and a 
chat back in the village. Everyone 
is welcome. 
From May until the end of August, there was an extra walk on Thursday 
evenings. This will be restarted in May 2020. 
For further information, please contact Caroline on 01483 767980 or 
c.e.hughes@ntlworld.com
Caroline Hughes

Horsell Woodlanders

The Woodlanders have continued to work in 
St Mary’s Churchyard once a month during 
the summer and also Pares Woodland Garden 
and local footpaths. The work is varied and 
does not require gardening skills. It is always 

enjoyable to work outdoors in company and 
see the result at the end of a couple of hours. 
Thank you to all 35 volunteers who have 
adopted one or more graves in two sections of 
the churchyard. It has made such a difference 
and greatly helped the volunteers from the 
church. It was good to see flowers especially 
on the Commonwealth war graves.
Everyone is welcome. Please contact 
c.e.hughes@ntlworld for details each month 
or check www.horsellresidents.com.
Caroline Hughes

Horsell Knit ‘n’ Natter

Looking for something new to do in the autumn? 
Enjoy knitting, want to improve or learn?

Join us at our friendly ‘Knit ‘n’ Natter’ group 
every Wednesday. We are a small, friendly 
group of five at present and would love to 
welcome new members. 
Any further details can be obtained from 
Fiona Lambert on 07917 351679 or 
fiona.m.lambert@gmail.com.
Fiona Lambert

WHEN: 7 – 10.30pm Friday 4th October
WHERE: Horsell Village Hall
COST: £10.00 (adults), £7.00 (children)

WHEN: 9.50am for 10am start, every Wednesday
WHERE: By the notice board outside Beijing Restaurant, High Street
COST: free, just wear strong footwear and bring water.

WHEN: 9.30am every second 
Saturday of the month
WHERE: Various village locations
COST: your time and enthusiasm

WHEN: 11am – 12.30pm 
every Wednesday
WHERE: Patches Coffee 
Shop, High Street
COST: whatever you’re drinking

 

Alan Greenwood & Sons 
 

Independent Family Funeral Directors 
 

5, The Parade 
Frimley,  

Camberley 
GU16 7HY 

01276 684 650 
 

1 Anchor Hill,  
Knaphill,  
Woking  

GU21 2HL 
01483 487889 

 

2 Aldershot Road 
Woodbridge Hill 

Guildford 
GU2 8AF 

01483 567845 
 

14 Guildford Road 
Bagshot 

GU19 5JH 
01276 473 707 

 
 

Mimbridge Garden Estate 
Station Road 

Chobham 
GU24 8AR 

01276 858363  
 

66 Send Road 
Send,  

Woking 
GU23 7EU 

01483 210 222  
 

Visit Our Website for Full Details of Our Services and to View All Our Local Obituaries 
www.alangreenwoodfunerals.com 

 

Caring and Compassionate Service 24 hours 365 days  
Latest Jaguar or Mercedes Funeral Vehicles  

Golden Charter Pre-paid Funeral Plans  
Home Visit Arrangements  

Everything you would expect from a Funeral Director  
We will not be beaten on price 

Photo: Caroline Hughes.

Photo: Caroline Hughes.

Photo: Fiona Lambert.

Photo: Caroline Hughes.
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As I write this article three days after the show, it is pouring with rain and 
very windy. It makes me think how very lucky we were with the weather 
at Horsell Village Show on 27th July. There was a yellow weather 
warning for Surrey that day, and indeed there was steady light rain all 
morning when we were finishing setting up the show. It stopped by 
lunchtime and we expected more rain later - which failed to materialise 
- and the afternoon, whilst not sunny, was still and pleasantly warm. Just 
right for an afternoon at the show. 700 adults attended, together with 
accompanying children which was good news after such a bad weather 
forecast.

We had around 435 entries, which was the most we have had since 
2015. Once again it showed what a talented bunch we have in Horsell, 
with a wide range of skills and hobbies. The floral art and cookery were 
well supported and some lovely fruit and vegetable specimens were 
on show. We had some wonderful handicraft and delightful children’s 
entries of all kinds. There were a great many photographs, with one 
awarded “Best in Show” and Nigel Davis was presented with the beautiful 
sesquicentennial bowl donated by wood turner Tony Wellbelove for our 
150th show. Elizabeth Waite was awarded the coveted RHS Banksien 
medal. We were delighted to have the prizes presented to the winners 
by Cllr Beryl Hunwicks, this year’s Mayor for Woking.

It was not all about show entries as there was much else to enjoy. 

Chobham Morris Men entertained everyone and the juggler/entertainer 
provided lots of amusement. The children loved the Punch & Judy Show, 
the face painting, the bouncy castles plus some fun games. A young boy 
managed to win the £5 note playing carpet golf!  The tombola was very 
popular and a successful raffle was held. We had the excellent work of 
some of our local artists on display. Music came from No December and 
was much enjoyed by all.

Thirsts were quenched with Pimm’s and Thurstons beer, which sold out, 
with others opting for a refreshing cup of tea and the delicious cakes 
provided by members of St Mary’s Church.

We always need help with putting up marquees, helping with the raffle 
and the games and much else. Information can be obtained on our 
website which is www.horsellvillageshow.co.uk.

We would like to thank all the show helpers and our sponsors: Seymours, 
Boz The Greengrocers, The Frame Shop, Patches and Poppies & Peonies.

If you would like to be involved with the show please contact the Show 
Chairman, Carol Cheesman, on 07836 274801 

A date for your diary: next year’s show will be on July 25th 2020 at 
Horsell C of E Junior School.

Marion Piper – Secretary, Horsell Village Show

Photos: Lucy English except where noted.
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Diane Fagence and Penny Kramer, 
joint winners of the floral art cup.
Photo: Marion Piper.

Nigel Davies, winner of Best in Show,  
presented with the award by Cllr Beryl Hunwicks.
Photo: Marion Piper.
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Horsell 
Flowerpot  
Festival 
2019

Thanks to the good people of Horsell  
and the Horsell Village Wire for these photos
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SUPPORTING OUR LOCAL COMMUNITY FOR OVER 50 YEARS

YOUR LOCAL 
DOMESTIC 
APPLIANCE 

SUPERSTORE
SALES • ADVICE • REPAIRS

Call 01483 475000

High Street, Knaphill
Also in Bookham and Ashtead

NOW OPEN: TATTENHAM CORNER, EPSOM
Buy online at
rsmdomesticappliances.com

COMPETITIVE
PRICES

WITH

GREAT 
OFFERS 

IN-STORE

       
Yoga/Pilates  
Weekly classes for everyone – mixed ability 

Mondays - 7.30pm  
 Horsell Parish Hall, High Street, Horsell, Woking GU21 4SS  
Wednesdays - 10am 
Horsell Parish Hall, High Street, Horsell, Woking GU21 4SS 
Thursdays - 6.30pm  
Maybury Centre, Boardschool Road, Woking GU21 5HD 
 

Private bookings taken for companies/private 
functions/complete beginners 

Also Children’s Yoga classes for ages 7-11   

Phone/Text 07960 700 630 to book 
Email: yogabyshen@gmail.com 

If you have never tried yoga or pilates - give it a go! 
You can go at your own pace in a non-competitive friendly, 

and fun environment.  These classes are not only effective in 
helping you to lose weight and muscle aches but gain 

flexibility in the joints to enable you to live life to the full and 
pursue your chosen sport. 

Yoga is physiotherapy for the mind and body! 
Please bring a yoga mat and a smile 😊😊😊😊 mats also for hire 

 

This is the second year that the Horsell Flowerpot Festival has taken 
place – although successful last year it didn’t take off in the way it has 
this. Horsell definitely rose to the challenge, embraced the concept and 
went potty! The number of delightful creations to be spotted around the 
village were amazing and demonstrated what talent and sense of fun we 
have within the community.
The variety has been incredible. Creations ranged from octopus to jelly 
fish, from to lemurs to pandas, from kings and queens and crowns to 
minions and village people, from birds and bees to cats and dogs, from 
robots to aliens in spaceships. There were funny ones, quirky ones, cute 
ones, clever ones and imaginative ones, everyone had a favourite.
The online map, and this year a printed map with tick list, meant 
everyone could enjoy hunting them down.

Thank you to everyone who displayed their stunning creations. We had 
wonderful support from our traders too so thank you to Seymours, The 
Crown, Apples and Pears and Costcutter for helping with the Festival. 
Thank you also to Homeoffice Chic, Princes, Patches, Norsworthys, The 
Red Lion and Petscorner as well as St Mary’s and Horsell Village School 
for joining in the fun.
It’s such a shame to take them down – I know of one household who 
kept theirs up all year! We do hope that they won’t be discarded but can 
be dusted down, maybe a given lick of paint and a bit of TLC, when it all 
comes around again next year when I suspect it’ll be bigger and better 
again!
Nancy Randall
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Not being ‘proper’ gardeners 
ourselves, the Garden Safari 
gives us an opportunity to 
learn from and admire others’ 
expertise and creativity. 
Although we never get much 
beyond just looking and 
enjoying, it is fascinating 
to see what can be done 
with all sorts of shapes 
and sizes of gardens.  It is 
a relief to see that green 
spaces are flourishing in our 
neighbourhood where it is 
all too easy to tarmac over 
everything.  Navigating all the 
different roads and paths that 
make up Horsell (we did get 
a bit lost!) is a great way to 
get to know the area, despite 
our having lived here for 
20-odd years!  Bumping into 
friends and neighbours on the 
way gives the event a lovely 
community feel.
Hilary and Ken Witts

The amenable weather this year brought 
a good number of garden visitors to us on 
the High Street. It was good to see some 
familiar faces of those who have visited in 
the past and watched our garden evolve 
combined with newcomers to the safari. 
Described by some as ‘the garden that 
never ends’ we hope our garden offers 
some design or plant ideas for everyone 
to go away with and try at home. The play 
area at the back of the garden was popular 

with the younger visitors and our mini fruit 
and veg garden shows how you can grow 
crops in a small area. As a professional, you 
always expect lots of gardening questions. 
This year’s most asked about plant proved 
to be Rosa gallica ‘Versicolor’. Although 
flowering only once, she is no flash in the 
pan, as she has a very strong fragrance 
when awash with flowers, is beloved by 
bees and needs minimal pruning. 
Pam Barden

Garden Safari

About 80 or so people arrived in our 
garden during the day. We are out on 
a limb as far as Horsell village goes, so 
we were usually first or last on the list 
or recognised near-neighbours. They 
were all complimentary and asked many 
questions, some of which we could 
answer. Beautiful weather made it a 
pleasure to be in the garden.
Viv and Mel White

Photo: Graham Barden.

Photo: Viv and Mel White.

Photo: Graham Barden.

Photo: Graham Barden.Photo: Graham Barden.

Photo: Graham Barden.

Photo: Deborah Lees.

Photo: Jane Tolefree. Photo: Caroline Hughes.
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Soft morning light, the calm before 
the sea of visitors arrive.
The days and weeks before “opening” 
the garden for the Garden safari can 
be rather nerve wracking! Seeds 
that don’t germinate, slug-eaten 
vegetables, willing on the dahlias, 
sweet peas and other annuals to 
flower; the sense of disappointment 
and despondency when the hanging 
baskets at the local garden centre 
look gorgeous and the ones in my 
garden have barely started! And 
then fast forward to the glow when 
it’s all over because it has been so 
lovely to meet so many visitors in 
the garden, share gardening talk, 
watch the children enjoying the 

flowers and veg and dashing round, 
see people happy and relaxed. Then 
there’s the fantastic teamwork of all 
those friends who have made cakes 
and then serve teas and wash up.  
Also Helen, who brought some of her 
wonderful art work to display. Thank 
you to you all.  “A garden is a thing of 
beauty and a job for ever” And it is a 
joy too, as the scent of honeysuckle 
drifts through the evening air and 
finally, I can relax and enjoy! Hang 
on, the convolvulus is scaling the 
roses and the grass has grown and 
the roses need dead heading and the 
veg patch needs watering. Ah well, 
the moment of rest was worth it.
Caroline Hughes

This must be the first year that Ann Harington 
has not opened her garden and shown visitors 
the air raid shelter and entertained everyone 
with her gardening stories and history of 
the house and Horsell. Instead, Ann enjoyed 
visiting gardens with her daughter, Georgina, 
and baby granddaughter and, of course, 
enjoyed teas and cake.
Caroline Hughes

We had over 230 people visit 
our garden and we were open 
for the first time. It was lovely 
meeting lots of new people 
including some who actually 
live in our street yet whom we 
had never met!
Claire Dudley and Andrew Oates

Photo: Caroline Hughes.

Photo: Caroline Hughes.

Photo: Claire Dudley.

Photo: Clint Bull.

Photo: Clint Bull.

Photo: Clint Bull.

Photo: Clint Bull. Photo: Clint Bull.
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~ Developing potential for life ~

Church Hill House, Horsell, Woking, 
Surrey GU21 4QW
Telephone: 01483 760943
www.st-andrews.woking.sch.uk
Reg. Charity No. 297580 ~ Established to promote 
and provide for the advancement of education

INDEPENDENT DAY SCHOOL FOR GIRLS & BOYS AGED 3-13

Because your child deserves to be

nurtured
A supportive community that nurtures
individuality and confidence.

‘Excellent’ in all areas - ISI Inspection 2016
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Sat 28th September 

10am – 12noon

No appointment necessary.

Computer Repairs,
Upgrades & Advice

Need Help? Call Mike
Tel: 07505 100386

Office: 01483 830200
Over 37 years computing experience

�  Computer Crashing/Virus?
�  Problem with iPad or Tablet
�  Computer Running Slow?
�  Broadband, Internet, LAN or Network Problems?
�  Supporting Home and Office
�  Help with most things Technical
�  No Fix No Fee

Apple, Windows, Linux, Raspberry Pi,

Networking, Wireless LAN, Internet, Software

£10 Discount for new customers with this advert
www.thecomputervan.co.uk
Email: mike.sheldon@thecomputervan.co.uk

Your Local Chartered Surveyors

RICS HomeBuyer Reports 

Building Surveys 

Valuations  

All Types Of Buildings 

Over 30 Years Experience 

Call Or Visit Us Today For A  
Competitive Quote 

Frazers Surveyors Ltd 
Thornash House, 37 High St, Horsell, GU21 4UR 

T: 01483 730909  E: surveying@frazers.co.uk 
www.frazers.co.uk  

I had 320 visitors over the two days! It’s always a great chance to welcome visitors 
and exchange information about growing things in Horsell.
Val Thorpe

Expansive green lawn
Sweeps of plants in pinks and blues
Layers of green hues
 
Tinkling fountain spray
Goldfish darting orange and brown
Gliding dragonflies
 
Shady woodland walk
Purple foxgloves standing tall
Mystery garden path
 
Tim and Valerie

Photo: Val Thorpe.

Photo: Tim and Valerie Amos.

Photo: Caroline Hughes.

Photo: Caroline Hughes.

Inspired to join in 
the 2020 safari? 

It is the weekend of June 13th and 
14th next year and you can open for 
one day or both. Just email Gail at 
bromleysglad@gmail.com.



14 15

Horsell gardens & writes
Weeds and pests make 
for the perfect garden
Sounds strange, but bear with me. When 
you have a garden pest or weed problem in 
our fast-paced world, it is so easy to reach 
for a solution in a bottle, organic or not. It is 
better to adopt some tolerance to both these 
common garden issues, unless they reach vast 
numbers, as really, they are just a small part 
of the eco-system that makes up your garden.

It is so easy to think of the beneficial insects, like 
bees and butterflies, that we are encouraged 
to grow nectar-rich plants for; the headline 
grabbers in the news with their declining 
numbers. But where does this leave other 
insects such as the ladybird and lacewing? 
Well, if you look hard enough you will find 
their food source in your garden. Aphids. Tiny 
sap-suckers, that target all the succulent new 
foliage and stems on just about any non-woody 

plant. Over 40 species of ladybird in the UK 
seek out these juicy morsels, along with their 
voracious larvae. Adult lacewings, hoverfly 
larvae, parasitic wasps and some beetles 
devour them too. That’s a lot of insects looking 
for a snack. Continually spraying plants at the 
first sign of these pests can mean beneficial 
insects seek out other food sources. If given 
the benefit of a little bit of time, they would 
have done the work for you.
Birds such as blue tits help out too. One bird, 
apparently, consumes a gargantuan 5,000 
caterpillars and half a million aphids in the 
period of a year. They also help control scale 
insect, which is particularly stubborn if treated 
with chemicals alone.
Then of course there is also the slug and 
snail problem. The average British garden is 
reported to contain over 20,000 slugs. They’ve 
got themselves a bad name as in actual fact it 
is only a small proportion eating your plants; 
the rest are minding their own business, 
munching away on decomposing matter in the 
soil. Entice birds, frogs, toads and hedgehogs 
into the garden and they will manage these 
unruliest of molluscs for you. A much happier 
solution, especially as slug pellets containing 
metaldehyde are to be banned as of next year.
If you don’t have a perfect lawn then autumn 
is a natural time of the year to try to get it 
back on track, but again tolerance of some 
‘weeds’ goes a long way to creating a source 
of wildlife food.  Dandelion is the carte de jour. 
Flowering from spring until autumn, it is in 
flower waiting for pollinators as they emerge 
from hibernation. When the pollinators have 
finished, the goldfinches and sparrows bolster 

their diet on the seed heads. If you can’t bring 
yourself to grow dandelions then devoting 
a patch of grass to meadow turf is becoming 
increasingly popular for its fauna benefits and 
low maintenance requirements. With so many 
different options of seed, turf or plug plant 
form and with mixes for sun, shade and bog, 
there is something for every garden no matter 
how small. Primula veris is a good option as 
is Hyacinthoides non-scripta and Fritillaria 
meleagris. All can be planted now.
This year my garden has seen a vast array of 
diverse garden visitors including the Black and 
Yellow Longhorned Beetle, bats and a baby 
buzzard. Work in harmony with nature and 
you might just be surprised at what will visit 
your garden.
Pamela Barden.  
Local multi-award winning garden designer

Local author’s furry 
escapades in France
Horsell resident, Jackie Lambert, has received 
rave reviews for her book, ‘Fur Babies in 
France’, the first in her series about her 
adventures caravanning with dogs.
Jackie and Mark were both made redundant in 
their early 50s. They decided to get a dog – 
but ended up with four; cuddly Cavapoos Kai, 
Rosie, Ruby and Lani.
Then, never having owned a tin box on wheels, 
they accidentally bought a caravan. They 
named her ‘Kismet’ – which means ‘Fate’.
Half way down the second bottle of CCC 
(Caravan Celebratory Champagne) they made 

the perfectly rational decision to go straight 
from being first-timers to full-timers. Within a 
month, they had sold most of their possessions 
on eBay and rented out their apartment in 
order to tour in Kismet full time. They called it 
‘early retirement’ and set out to live the dream 
by touring Europe with their surfboards on 
their roof.
Based on Jackie’s travel blog. www.world 
widewalkies.com ‘Fur Babies in France’ is the 
true story of their first year on wheels with 
Kismet and ‘Big Blue’ – their trusty tow vehicle 
(and toy box) – a Hyundai iLoad panel van.
It was a steep learning curve; one that involved 
lots of breakages and started on Day 1 with a  
near-death experience! However, Jackie and  
Mark approach all their mishaps and misad- 
ventures with more than a pinch of humour.
And avoiding the crowds to tour France by the 
back roads, they finally found what they were 
looking for; beauty, peace and tranquillity, 
with a bit of windsurfing thrown in!
‘Year 1 – Fur Babies in France’; Adventure 
Caravanning with Dogs – From Wage Slaves to 
Living the Dream’ is available as an eBook and 
Paperback on Amazon.co.uk and other worldwide 

Amazon stores. The paperback is available 
through Waterstones.com. The eBook costs 
£2.99 to download and the paperback costs 
£7.99. Follow Jackie’s author page at: https://
www.amazon.com/author/jacquelinelambert

Native bluebells. Photo: Pam Barden.

Black and Yellow Longhorn Beetle.
Photo: Pam Barden.

Jackie and Kai. Photo: Jackie Lambert.
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T H E  F A M I LY  YO U  
C A N  T U R N  T O...  

Seven generations of our family have 
been helping and advising local families 

in their time of need. 

For over 230 years we have been 
providing funerals, both modest and 

traditional, with care and compassion.

WOKING 

48-54 Goldsworth Road GU21 6LE 
01483 768942

YOUR LOCAL FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Horsell Scouts
In the summer months when the evenings are long (and hopefully warm 
and dry), that’s the time when the individual units of the 1st Horsell 
Scout Group do what they do best – outdoor activities. From the Beaver 
Scout Colonies (The Adventurers and Trailblazers), to the Explorer Unit 
(The Martians), they are all out and about having fun and enjoying an 
exciting and varied programme.

Our Beaver Colonies spent a great day at the Beaver Fun Day at Mizens 
Farm. They found out about the things Beavers like best – dinosaurs! 
(apart from all-day train rides and eating a huge amount of ice cream). 
Activities at the fun day were: Dinosaur Orienteering, Dinosaur Bowls, 
Dinosaur Rockets, Dinosaur Archery, and Handicraft – where Beavers 
made… yes, dinosaurs!

The Horsell Cub Packs, Baden Powell Pack and Brownsea Pack, have 
visited Horsell Common many times. They enjoyed activities and games 
such as “Cat and Mouse” (tag to you and me) and “Capture the Flag” It’s 
not only fun though; time was spent so the Cubs can learn skills such as 
tracking and trails. They visited the local fire station and learned about 
fire safety and the use of fire hoses. They enjoyed local camps such as 
the Back 2 Basics camp at Birchmere where they learned backwoods 
cooking, pioneering, caving, and archery. Scram was a County Fun Day 
which involved all Surrey packs and attracted nearly 2700 visitors. All 
the Scram activities involved having lots of fun so it’s absolutely no 
surprise that this great event was a huge success with the Cubs.

Not to be outdone, our very popular 1st Horsell Scout Troops, 
Gladstone and Somers, hardly spent a week indoors at HQ. Over the 
term they completed an evening’s litter picking in Horsell with the 
help of HRA’s Second Thursday Club, and had a great evening making 
chariots on Horsell Common. They also worked with the ranger of the 
Horsell Common Preservation Society learning how to protect the local 
environment, especially our local ground nesting birds. They visited 
Horsell Common for a Semaphore evening and wide games and there 
are plans for water-fight evening on the Common where they all aim to 
get very wet!

Water seems to be a theme and over the summer holidays Horsell 
Troops will spend four days at a water-based activity camp. 

The Explorer Unit, The Martians, also concentrated on outdoor 
activities with a programme that was devoted to enjoying the hot 
summer evenings (apart from one torrentially wet one!) They enjoyed 
District Camps spent in the Brecon Beacons and at Birchmere campsite. 
They enjoyed a varied programme with activities including: shooting at 
Bisley, the Aqua Park in Thorpe Park, bowls at Horsell Bowling Club 
and making pioneering water bomb catapults and bombing each other! 
They also had a great time at their District Summer Camp at Torquay. 
Yes that’s really doing the Great Outdoors !!

So, if you want the GREAT OUTDOORS then 1st Horsell Scout Group is 
obviously the place for you, your son or your daughter! Get in touch via 
www.horsellscoutsandguides.com

Photo: Lucy Longley. Photo: Ian Cartwright.

Photo: John Farmer.
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The one and only  
authentic Italian  

take-away in  

  
making fresh, tasty  

exquisite Italian food

Horsell

Home delivery*

Find us on  
Horsell High Street
Open 12 to 23.00 
12 to 22.00 Sunday

order online at www.squisitos.co.uk

* charge applies.

Horsell Prepared
Don’t Set the World Alight
What a fabulous event the Horsell Village Show was again this year. 
Horsell Prepared had a stall at the show, and it was lovely to meet some 
of the villagers and be able to tell them more about us – including that 
one of Horsell Prepared’s responsibilities is prevention.

You may have seen or read of the bush fires on both Horsell Common 
and Chobham Common this summer – just some of the on average over 
27,000 fires a year on common land, heathland or grassland in England 
consuming hundreds of hectares of land as well as the wildlife in it.

Some of the simple DOs and DON’Ts we should adopt when in the 
countryside to avoid such fires include:

DO 
•  Refrain from smoking and discarding cigarettes and other smoking 

materials.
•  Remove bottles, glass and other materials which may reflect or 

magnify the sun’s rays.
•  Place any rubbish or waste in designated bins or take it home with 

you.

DON’T 
•  Start camp fires or barbeques on common land. It is illegal to do so in 

many areas.
•  Attempt to tackle fires that can’t be put out with a bucket of water – 

leave the area as quickly as you can.
•  Ignore people you may see who are behaving irresponsibly. If you do 

not feel comfortable speaking to them directly, immediately contact a 
country warden, if available, or call the Fire or Police Service.

The country warden for Horsell Common is Estate Manager Paul 
Rimmer (07860 712503)

IF YOU SEE A FIRE
Call 999 and request the Fire Service

•   Give an accurate location, e.g. the name of the nearest road; access 
points; visible landmarks; locally known names; map grid references.

•  If in a remote area, agree to meet them at a designated access point 
so that you can guide them to the location.

•  Remove yourself to a safe area and contact a country warden if 
available. Be aware that wildfires can move and change direction very 
rapidly.

Please DO enjoy the summer and your leisure activities, but please 
DON’T spoil it by causing a fire!

Finally, we would like to thank the Fire Service for their sterling work 
in helping keep us safe and keeping us informed. If you are interested 
in finding out more about the fire service, Woking Fire Station has an 
Open Day on Saturday 14th September. 

Malcolm Jefferies and Siriol Powell-Jones

Siriol and Alan from Horsell Prepared at the Village Show.
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HRA Annual General Meeting
Drug use in Surrey is rising despite police efforts to cut out supplies, 
the annual general meeting of Horsell Residents Association was told.

Cocaine and heroin use is prevalent throughout the county, according to 
David Munro, the county’s Police and Crime Commissioner. He added a 
plea to those who justify their use as ‘recreational’ to think of the misery 
they enable down the chain of supply.

Dealers are increasingly using youngsters to deliver the drugs on 
so-called County Lines as they know police have limited powers as 
regards youngsters.

Police have been trying to clamp down on the trade that emanates from 
London by holding spot searches at Woking and Guildford stations.

Mr Munro also defended an increase in the police precept this year, 
saying consultation had shown residents were in favour of paying more 
for a better force. He said the money would be used to make the force 
even more efficient and to recruit more officers.

Mr Munro was accompanied by James Wyatt, a sergeant in Woking’s 
specialist neighbourhood team who was keen to point out that reports 
of anti-social behaviour, burglaries and violence were all down. 

He urged residents to remain vigilant as their reports often show trends 
that allow police to clamp down on anti-social behaviour.

Mr Munro also confirmed that Woking’s police station will be sold off 
in around five years to help pay for the Surrey force’s move to a new 
headquarters in Leatherhead. All police operations in Woking would be 
based, as now, in the Civic Offices.

The meeting, in Horsell Village Hall was attended by about 50 people 
who saw cheques presented to three charities who benefited from 
the proceeds of the 2019 Horsell charity calendar. St Mary’s Church, 
Woking Strokeability and Woking and Sam Beare Hospices each 
received £1,000.

The HRA’s retiring chairman Robin Hoyle was re-elected unopposed as 
were all committee members standing for another year.

Pete Grieve

Anne Walsh retires
Almost everybody in Horsell must know Anne. After 44 years working in 
Spar/Costcutters she retired on May 2nd this year. Anne came to Horsell 
from Essex with husband, Viv, and elder son Michael in 1970. She and 
Viv had met while they were both working in a bakery in Dagenham and 
then Viv was offered a better job in a baker’s in Byfleet so that prompted 
the move to Horsell. Soon after that their younger son, Richard, arrived.

“Horsell was and still is so much friendlier than Essex”, says Anne. She 
loves the fact that here, people will stop and chat in the street or even 
just say, “Good morning”. An early memory of Horsell is taking some 
carrots to feed the donkeys which were kept behind The Crown. 
Back then, in the 1970s, Horsell had a fish shop, two greengrocers, 
two butchers and even two hardware shops plus a real bank. Where 
Studio101 and Balaka are now was still private houses. Then gradually 
it changed—or at least the shops changed but, as Anne says, the people 
are still as friendly.

Having had a job in Debenhams in Romford, Anne was very happy 
when a part-time job in Spar came up. As those who have seen Anne 
“in action” behind the counter know, she loves people and will go out 
of her way to help. In the past, if the shop did not stock something, she 
would sometimes go and buy it elsewhere if she knew the customer had 
difficulty getting around. She loved the Horsell banter, happiness shared 
or sadness consoled. That Anne has helped so many is beautifully 
demonstrated by the large number of cards, gifts, balloons and 
thank-yous she received on retirement. It is sad for us in the village that 
Anne felt she had to give up the job to better look after Viv. However, I 
have no doubt that Anne will be back occasionally behind the counter, 
to smile and chat with us all. Meanwhile, at home, Anne’s hobby is 
collecting ducks—not real ones but china and fluffy types which adorn 
her living room in a beautiful and colourful display.

She has seen many a Horsell child grow to adulthood. “Do they change, 
Anne?” “Yes”, she says “but usually for the good. The little terrors mature 
and become lovely grown-ups”. But the rules are different now. Anne 
used to be able to give out small sweet gifts to little ones when she felt 
kind. But now, she has to ask the parent’s permission first. The shop was 
a great place to chat, when not too busy. Some of the older residents 

would get lonely at home and really enjoy a little talk with Anne. One of 
the many things Anne has done to support village life is to sell tickets, 
booklets, programmes for events in Horsell. “It is part of village life” she 
says, “and it helps to get people into the shop to buy other things too”.

She has worked 26 years for Mr Parkash. “A lovely boss who makes me 
feel part of the family in there”. Coming from “an era of respect, sadly 
lacking now”, she would always refer to her boss as “Mr Parkash” or “Mr. 
P”. Today, Anne ponders, “respect for others or even a simple please or 
thank you is often forgotten”.

The shop originally had a deli counter at the back with a small kitchen 
behind to prepare the food. Then the post office was added. When the 
post office counter was recently moved to the front of the shop, Anne 
found that much nicer as she could have company when the shop was 
empty and more banter could ensue with whoever was behind the PO 
counter (better not tell Mr P that!) and the two of them could sort out 
the world’s problems, or at least those of Horsell.

Anne says a big thank you to everyone who gave her such lovely 
retirement cards and gifts.

Anthony Saunders

Proceeds from Horsell’s charity calendar presented by Lizzie Judson and Dorothy Smith.

Anne (right) in the shop with Mr Parkash and Sherrie, who helps in  
the Post Office. Photo: Anthony Saunders.
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FIELD’S CAR CENTRE
Premier Service 

Expert Care

FIELD’S CAR CENTRE
Premier Service

Expert Care

WOKING’S PREMIER SERVICE CENTRE
WHY GO ANYWHERE ELSE?

IS YOUR CAR DUE A SERVICE?
Does your car need EXPERT attention from a company you can TRUST?

Are you looking for a local Car Service Centre that is HONEST and
PROFESSIONAL, that will go that extra mile for you and your car?

Here at Field’s Car Centre we pride ourselves on our quality of service, 
customer care and after sales attention. All car services are carried out 

by trustworthy, expert mechanics with the highest attention to detail.

Talk to us today about your service requirements or visit
www.fields-carcentre.co.uk

Just type in your registration for an on-line estimate.

Tel: 01483 766634
Units 5-7 Goldsworth Road Ind Est.

(Just over the bridge from Horsell Moor)

Glimpses of early shopping in Horsell
When we volunteered to write on shops in 
Horsell we were surprised at how few there 
were until the outbreak of World War 2. The 
widely reported death of the High Street does 
not seem to have applied to Horsell, where, 
with some restrictions on choice and some 
goods being available only in used condition, 
you can buy most items except for white 
goods and large items of furniture. 
The largely agricultural and horticultural 
community of Horsell before the World Wars 
would have, of necessity, been self-sufficient 
as far as possible. People would have needed 
a butcher to kill and prepare their meat, a boot 
maker and repairer for their footwear receiving 
heavy use in the fields, and, for most, also a 
baker to make their bread. There would be 
craftsmen, such as the farrier, blacksmith, 
carpenter and builder, and women would offer 
laundry and sewing work for those unable or 
unwilling to undertake those tasks. We will not 
be considering these workshops, tasks carried 
out in people’s homes, nor licensed premises.
In 1831, the first year for which we have 
any details of shops there are just two men 
described as shopkeepers – one on Cheapside 
and the other in the part of Knaphill officially 
in Horsell parish – and three shoemakers (or 
cordwainers). But, significantly, there are also 
in Horsell a dealer, Shadrach Ferris, and a 

huxter, David Clarke. Huxters (or hucksters, 
pedlars) were travelling salesmen who would 
sell housewares and trinkets from packs or 
pop-up stalls. Huxters had a reputation for 
selling shoddy goods, and certainly Ferris and 
Clarke did not make a fortune, as both are last 
recorded in the workhouse. 
The other shopkeepers fared better. William 
Spooner had already been parish clerk since 
1822, the sixth generation of the family to 
hold the office. He was a cordwainer in 1831, 
at the shop more recently Benstead’s Garage 
on the corner of Bury Lane and had diversified 
to selling drapery by 1841, also taking over 
the Post Office from the Red Lion. In 1851 
the directory tells us that William Spooner 
receives letters from Ripley at 9 a.m. and they 
are despatched at 5 p.m. However, the census 
tells a slightly different story in that William 

Moore at the Red Lion is still post master, but 
Jacob Spooner is the letter carrier. 
William Spooner died in 1887, still parish clerk, 
to be succeeded by his widow Sarah, and on 
her death in 1890, the shop passed to their 
daughter Sarah Elizabeth, who kept the shop 
until her death in 1925, although handing over 
the Post Office. Sarah Elizabeth was the victim 
of fraud in 1913 when Kate of Abbey Road 
came with a false message from Mrs Stedman 
of Church Hill to let her have two pairs of 
corsets (value 2s 11d = 15p), but the fraudster/
thief was caught and remanded. 
On Cheapside there was a grocer’s shop 
owned by James Howard, who was succeeded 
by his widow, Elizabeth, who probably carried 
on into the 1850s. 

AURORA TAX SERVICES LTD 
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TRADING IN SURREY FOR OVER 50 YEARS

www.rsmdomesticappliances.com

First choice for 
domestic appliance
repairs and service

Call 01483 539531

• Fixed call-out
• Fast response

• Built-in / freestanding machines

Herbert Hart had established his butcher’s 
shop in the High Street in 1849, spreading the 
business started by his family in Old Woking, 
living at Lime Tree House (now the site of 
113-115 High Street), with the slaughterhouse 
behind, which thus dominated that side of 
the street until the present Queen Elizabeth 
Gardens were opened in the 1960s. He had 
eight sons and seven daughters, all of whose 
forenames began with H. 
On the other side of the street in 1901 were 
Spooner’s, Benjamin Allam’s stores (formerly 
Ambrose Brooker’s and the future Brownjohn’s) 
and the model dairy, but otherwise it was fields 
and nursery lands all the way to Horsell Birch. 
In Knaphill, Thomas Cherryman was a shoe- 
maker in 1831 and 1861 but in 1851 was 
also described as a grocer. Multi-tasking was 
not uncommon, and one wonders about the 
hygiene in such establishments. Apart from 
Spooner and Cherryman, Arthur Smithers, in 
1861, was a builder and grocer. On Cheapside 
for many years, Henry Ellis combined a 
smithy, baker and confectioner. In 1871, two 
generations of the Martin family combined 
being a pork butcher and a thatcher, one 
at Anthony’s and one in Well Lane. Also at 
Anthony’s, Joseph Baigent was a plasterer 
and grocer. Later at Aberdeen House (5 Grove 
Cottages), Henry Vokes ran a coal agents and a 
bakers. Even as late as 1957, W L Mead ran a 
hairdressers and newsagents on the corner of 
Thornash Road.
There were still only nine shops in Horsell, 
including its Knaphill parts, in 1861: William 
Spooner, draper and cordwainer, two bakers, 
two butchers, two cordwainers and a grocer 
and baker, and a builder and grocer. Grocers, 
which implied originally that they bought and 
sold goods in bulk, were not just food shops, 
as Brownjohn’s (now Poppies & Peonies and 
The Horsell Framing Company) about whom 
we wrote in the Winter 2013 issue of The 
Resident, was a grocer, pork butcher, glass, 

hardware and earthenware dealer, as well as 
running the post office from 1925. 
The following years still did not see many 
shops along the High Street (Horsell Street as 
it was generally known): this may have been 
partly due to the growth of facilities in Woking 
town, only a relatively short walk away, and 
partly because in a village where for most 
people the only form of transport was walking, 
small shops came in the newer roads away 
from the centre of the village: the Co-operative 
general store came in Well Lane by 1913, and 
‘The Olde Village Stores’ also in Well Lane. In 
South Road a baker and a confectioner faced 
each other at the High Street end, and there 
was another bootmaker in Horsell Moor, along 
with two tobacconists.
Our survey ends in 1939, just when the village 
was starting to gain a fuller complement of 
stores with the building of the parade now 
dominated by the Beijing Restaurant. In the 
1939 register compiled at the start of the war, 
some shops were still vacant, but there was 
already a butcher, stationer and tobacconist. 
Altogether the village now had about 14 shops 
in the street and other roads. The Central Stores 
was run by Laurence Binns, the Adams sisters 
ran the Horsell Fruit and General Stores, there 
remained the model dairy, and now only one 
boot store, and, in Abbey Road, Cyril Backlog 
ran a general store. On the opposite side to the 
parade little had changed, except houses were 

built on the land fronting the end of Ormonde 
Road and then along the street towards to the 
Cricketers, and post-war Horsell Glassworks 
(now the Co-op) built opposite. 
The prosaic records of the census, found on 
Ancestry, and directories which have been the 
backbone of our researches are supplemented 
by the verses of Marguerite Diboll, who was 
born in 1910, and recorded her memories 
from late childhood – days of muddy lanes, 
horse-drawn carts, shops tended by elderly 
widows or spinsters, strict schools and  
elderly tradespeople and craftsmen. They  
are a good read, now available, with a 
commentary by Anthony Saunders and Peter 
Hobbs as ‘Horsell Village Life’, published by 
Horsell Residents’ Association at £5, available 
from Costcutter or from Anthony Saunders 
(phone 01483 762190).
Richard and Rosemary Christophers

1. Horsell Radio Supplies. No sign of radios, but a lot of bicycles. This lean-to may have been on the south side of Thornash Road, owned in the 1920s by Oliver 
Samuel Bond, who lived in Thornash Road and later in the High Street. Does anyone have more definite, or different, recollections?  2. The Hart family in 1873. 
Courtesy of Steven Burke, Ontario.  3. The parade of shops in the High Street, built c 1939, photographed in the 1950s. Courtesy of The Lightbox.  4. Spooner’s 
shop, later Benstead’s garage, photographed in 1999. Courtesy of The Lightbox.
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In 2018 our sales and lettings offices in Woking, Knaphill and  
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