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A word from the Editor
Greetings...
Yes, I know that it’s really too early to be thinking about Christmas. Growing up, we had 
a family rule that we weren’t even allowed to mutter the ‘C’ word until after my brother’s 
birthday on 6th December. However, in order for our village Christmas festivities to be 
fun for all of us, the HRA’s Second Thursday Club have been muttering the word since 
the Picnic on the Green in July! We also need to give the volunteers who distribute this 
magazine enough time to get it through your letterbox. A big thank you to all involved, 
including our village traders, and the distribution team. I hope that the information in these 
pages will encourage you to come and join in.

Of course, it’s around Christmas time that we traditionally look for things to be ‘magical’, 
especially for children. But magic doesn’t have to be saved for this time of year and it doesn’t 
have to be limited to children. For residents of Hammond Road, the magic appeared in 
September in the form of the ‘Tree Stump Fairy’ when a resident put some beautiful plants 
in tree stumps along the road. The really positive response goes to show that simple and 
unexpected actions can have a huge impact.

It’s also around this time of year that there’s always a big push towards making resolutions 
– what we are going to do differently from 1st January. Fresh starts can be exciting or 
daunting, but they don’t need to align with a new calendar year. In fact, researchers 
suggest that waiting for 1st January makes you less likely 
to succeed and that you should just get on and do whatever 
it is you want to do. Have a look at some of the ideas in this 
magazine to see what you could have a go at or do. Just 
like the Tree Stump Fairy, it doesn’t need to be a dramatic 
gesture to make a difference.

In terms of doing new things, several people have 
contributed for the first time to this magazine. We have 
the stunning cover photo from Grant O’Leary, which I think 
captures the sense of possibilities contained in this edition. 
Thanks to Grant and the others who sent in some fantastic 
images – do keep them coming. We also have Pam Barden 
with top tips about what we could be doing in our gardens 
at this time of year – well worth thinking about as these 
might encourage you to get your garden ready for the 
Garden Safari on 23rd and 24th June.  

Thank you very much to all contributors, new and 
‘seasoned’. Maybe there’s something you would like to 
contribute? Articles and photos are welcomed – just send 
them to the email address below. 

I do hope that you enjoy the range of articles and that some 
of you are maybe inspired to also do something new.

Lucy

The Resident print magazine: Editor – email: theresidenteditor@gmail.com

Advertising: email: theresidentads@gmail.com 

NEXT ISSUE: Spring 2018. Got something to say or taken a great photograph – maybe one that could 
be the next front cover? Articles and photographs about our village are welcomed from our whole 
community. Just email in to the residenteditor@gmail.com by the deadline. Copy deadline for the winter 
magazine: Sunday 11th February 2018.

Hammond Road’s Tree Stump Fairy’s handiwork.  
Photos: Bev Tighe.
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Discover the magic of  
Horsell this Christmas
It’s that time of year again when Horsell High Street will be transformed 
into a festive wonderland. It’s a wonderful day when HRA’s Second 
Thursday Club, the schools, the churches and all the traders work 
together to put on this popular annual event.
This year the event is being held on Saturday 2nd December, with 
activities from 10am till late, as the Mosaic Choir are putting on a 
fund-raising concert in aid of our village hall. They are singing at St. 
Mary’s at 7.30pm, see page 6 for details of how to get your tickets. 
The Christmas Tree Festival is so popular that you also have the 
opportunity to visit on Friday 1st as well!
Do try to get along and join in the fun.

GET FESTIVE Images from last year’s Christmas Market. 
Photos: Bob Holmes, Woking News and Mail.

Volunteers required!
Many thanks to all who have worked tirelessly to bring us these 
events. As ever, this is the type of event where it really is ‘the more 
the merrier’. Help is needed to set up and clear down the Horsell 
Christmas Market. If you are willing to help with a wide range 
of tasks for example putting up gazebos or tinsel, please email 
xmas@horsellresidents.com

Also on over the next few months:

•  Thursday 8th and Friday 9th December - Summerscales 
Christmas Spectacular Variety Show, Rhoda McGaw Theatre

•  2nd Sunday each month – Horsell Common volunteering 10am

•  Last Monday each month – Horsell Book 
Group, 7.30pm, Red Lion

•  Tuesdays – Community Choir 7.30pm, Horsell Village School 
and Bellringing Practice at St. Mary’s Church 7.45pm

•  Wednesdays – Horsell Runners meet in 
front of Beijing Restaurant 7.45pm

•  2nd Thursday each month – HRA’s Second Thursday 
Club meeting, 8pm Bedser Rooms, Village Hall

•  Last Thursday of the month – Woking & District Gardening  
Group, Salvation Army Church 7.30pm 

•  2nd Saturday each month – Woodlanders 9.30am

•  3rd Saturday each month – Litter Pickers meet 10am – 
normally at Queen Elizabeth Gardens on the High Street
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Horsell  
Christmas Market:  
Saturday 2pm – 6pm
There will be over twenty festive stalls lining 
the High Street under the twinkling lights of 
the Christmas trees, all selling handmade and  
local Christmas gifts and crafts. 
In addition, there will be many other stalls 
selling artisanal breads, cakes, jewellery, 
fused glass products and wooden crafts.
If you are feeling peckish, Princes will be 
selling their delicious hotdogs, Thurstons 
brewery will be selling wonderful roasted 
chestnuts alongside their beers. Something 
to warm you up? The Cricketers will be selling  
mulled wine and hot chocolate with all profits  
going to the Woking and Sam Beare Hospices.
The event is sponsored by many of the local 
traders and businesses. HRA’s Second 
Thursday Club would not be able to do this 
without their support – so a big thank you! 
Look out for frames and crafts by Poppies 
and Peonies and Norsworthy’s are holding 
their one day only shopping event with 10% 
off gift vouchers.
There is a packed day of family-friendly events 
and entertainment, including face painting 
organised by Seymours. Horsell Evangelical 
Church are also offering refreshments and 
craft activities. The beautifully decorated 
shop windows complete with an ‘I-spy’ quiz 

for children add to the festive feel.
There is nothing like music to make the 
afternoon go with a swing. You will hear the 
Salvation Army Band, ukuleles and choirs as 
local musicians perform in the High Street 
throughout the afternoon from 2pm until 6pm.

There’s also jazz at The Crown from 5pm until 
7pm. Sip your mulled wine and sing along to 
the carols or tap your feet to the beat.
Don’t miss this chance to soak up the 
sights, smells and festive ambiance of 
Horsell and enjoy more than a market.

CHRISTMAS EVENTS – 1ST & 2ND DECEMBER

Thanks to Bob Holmes, Woking News and Mail for allowing us to use their photos showing the fun of last year’s market. Photos: Bob Holmes, Woking News and Mail.

Horsell Christmas Market – over 20 festive stalls, including: 
Blue Daisy – silk wrapped glassware, handmade shopping bags and 
other gifts  Hannah Bruce – local artist  Homemade by Ali – 
jams, preserves and chutneys  Karen’s Cakes – sweets, cakes and 
Christmas treats  My Lovely Logs by Holly Sinclair – free standing 
wooden decorations for indoors and outdoors  ON! Juniper – organic 
and natural bath bombs and lip balms  Out from Africa – African 
crafts  PETITE POPS – cakes  Samba Riding for Disabled – 
miscellaneous gifts  Strawberry Quilting – quilts bags and cushions 
 Vz Collection – jewellery, women’s fashion and accessories.
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Horsell Village  
and Junior Schools’ PTA Fair:  
Saturday midday – 3pm
Once again, the Village and Junior Schools’ joint PTA is organising 
a Fair to be held on Saturday 2nd December at The Horsell Village 
School from midday to 3pm. 
Bring the family to enjoy the ever-popular tombola, many children’s 
games and, of course, a raffle (great prizes on offer!) 
There will be a photographer taking family/children’s photos, so make 
sure that you are looking festive.
Tim Allen will also be there to enthral all with his amazing balloon 
creations.
Finally, Father Christmas will be stopping by to take final present 
requests and checking who’s been naughty or nice!
We look forward to seeing you for festive fun.
Claire Torbett

CHRISTMAS EVENTS – 1ST & 2ND DECEMBER

Come along to the Christmas Tree 
Festival at St Mary’s Church on Friday 
1st December midday to 6pm and 
Saturday 2nd December 10am to 5pm. 
Along with the amazing trees, there 
will be crafts for all ages, mainly aimed 
at the children, musical entertain-
ment, refreshments with gorgeous 
home-made cakes and buns, plus 
mugs of soup in the morning, and 
mulled wine from midday on both days. 
Mrs Claus is visiting us on the Saturday 
afternoon and there will be a raffle.
There will be a ‘Light Trail’ to guide you 
through the churchyard from Wilson 
Way, a safer way of entering than 
crossing on the hill outside church.
Entrance is by donation, do try and 
come along – and don’t forget to vote 
for your favourite tree!
Mike Couper

Christmas  
Tree Festival: 
Friday midday – 
6pm and  
Saturday  
10am – 5pm

Light trail to guide you through the churchyard. Photo: Bob Holmes, Woking News and Mail.

Christmas tree festival: What wonders will be created this year?

Please be aware that parking in the village will 
be restricted on Saturday 2nd December and 
there will be more pedestrians than usual.
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GET SINGING
Shepherds Rejoice!
“Shepherds rejoice and send your fears away”.  
(from 18th century Christmas carol)

Many people are discovering that there is no better way to put you in 
a happy frame of mind than singing with other people. In Britain today 
more than 40,000 choirs meet and sing together on a regular basis, 
straddling the divide between pop and classical music, inspiring new 
works as well as drawing on our unique and wonderful tradition.

A recent excellent programme on Radio 4 A Choral History of Britain 
explores this cultural explosion and places it in the context of a long 
tradition of singing together in the fields and factories, churches and 
schools. In 2011 the recording of Paul Mealor’s song “Wherever you 
are”, written for and performed by the Military Wives choir, reached 
No.1 in pop and classical charts and was the fastest selling single of 
21st Century.

It is being realised that singing brings many health benefits, releasing 
one from immediate anxieties through taking part in something positive, 
creative and finding connections with other people. Many people 
experience an increase in confidence and vitality through unlocking 
their voices.

In the 1970s a folk musician and music teacher Frankie Armstrong 
started the Natural Voice movement which aimed to challenge what she 
saw as a “cultural crime” – the prevalent idea that only certain people 
were allowed to sing. Through her network of trained choir leaders, 
she helped to revitalise community singing through the formation of 
choirs that helped people to discover again that singing is as natural as 
breathing and walking. There were no auditions and music was drawn 
from different styles and different cultures.

Horsell Community Choir and St Johns Community Choir are firmly 
rooted in this school of thought. All are welcome, there are no auditions 
and the primary emphasis is on the enjoyment of learning and singing 
together, without pre-judging ourselves or others. Our choir leaders 
aim for a high standard – the best we can be – guided with lots of 
love! We draw on folk traditions from Britain and around the world, 
embracing many different styles –  British and European folk songs, 
Zulu songs, some pop standards and traditional choral music.

We love to take our singing to the community to lift spirits through our 
concerts and to help local charities. On Saturday 9th December, 
Horsell Community Choir will be presenting their annual Christmas 
Concert at St Mary’s Church. The repertoire will be typically varied 
ranging from the pop standard “Santa Claus Is Coming To Town” 
to “Shepherds Rejoice”. Tickets £5 from Costcutter, Geoff Hughes 
(767980 or Geoff.hughes@horsellsings.org.uk) or on the door.

Horsell Community Choir www.horsellsings.org.uk

St Johns Community Choir www.facebook.com/stjohnscchoir

Geoff HughesHorsell’s Community Choir July 2017 – why not join them?

www.mosaicchamberchoir.org.uk        /mosaicchamberchoir       @mosaicchchoir
Horsell Village Hall is a Registered Charity no. 1160600

Tickets £12 adults / £5 children | Entry includes a mince pie and a glass of wine or a soft drink

Rutter Christmas Lullaby  |  Plus carols and festive favourites

Programme includes:

ST MARY’S CHURCH, HORSELL
SAT 2 DECEMBER 2017 | 7.15PM FOR 7.30PM

CHILCOT T  O N  CH R ISTMAS  N IGHT

CHRISTMAS CONCERT
HORSELL VILLAGE HALL

IN AID OF 

Tickets available by phone:
Dorothy 01483 836031

Diane 01483 372621
Bridie 01483 714839

Michael 01483 770920

Buy tickets in person from: 
St Mary the Virgin Church 

Baileys, Horsell
Costcutters, Horsell
Seymours, Horsell

Conductor: Benjamin Gaughran  |  Associate Director: Sarah Quantrell  |  Accompanist: Christopher Andrews
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GET DANCING
4, 6, 8? 
Just follow the caller
On Saturday 14th October 55 folk joined hands and danced the night 
away at the Village Hall. The Barn Dance was organised by St Mary’s 
Church and was very popular with all those that took part. A quick 
glance at the photos shows how much we enjoyed ourselves – lots of 
different dances, changing partners, making ‘baskets’, a veritable fun 
workout. We were invited to make large circles with large shouts and 
hoorays, long sets of 4, sometimes 6. 
It was very helpful to be able to count in groups of 8, follow the partner 
or person to your left, if unsure. Freya Tabbush was the caller and very 
patient with us when some of the instructions became more difficult to 
follow. It was great to have a live band with us, pleasant to have music 
to listen to while recovering from the exertions.
There was a wonderful choice of food brought by each table, and the 
home-made cakes seemed very popular.
We are planning to have our next Barn Dance towards the end of 
February/beginning of March. Keep a look out for further details. Hope 
to see you there!
Mike Couper

A selection of photos from the barn dance. 
Photos: Caroline Hughes.
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GET GARDENING

~ Developing potential for life ~

Church Hill House, Horsell, Woking, 
Surrey GU21 4QW
Telephone: 01483 760943
www.st-andrews.woking.sch.uk
Reg. Charity No. 297580 ~ Established to promote 
and provide for the advancement of  education

INDEPENDENT DAY SCHOOL FOR GIRLS & BOYS AGED 3-13

Because your child deserves to be 

nurtured
A supportive community that nurtures 
individuality, talent and confidence.

‘Excellent’ in all areas - ISI Inspection 2016
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Computer Repairs,
Upgrades & Advice

Need Help? Call Mike
Tel: 07505 100386

Office: 01483 830200
Over 37 years computing experience

�  Computer Crashing/Virus?
�  Problem with iPad or Tablet
�  Computer Running Slow?
�  Broadband, Internet, LAN or Network Problems?
�  Supporting Home and Office
�  Help with most things Technical
�  No Fix No Fee

Apple, Windows, Linux, Raspberry Pi,

Networking, Wireless LAN, Internet, Software

£10 Discount for new customers with this advert
www.thecomputervan.co.uk
Email: mike.sheldon@thecomputervan.co.uk

Immediate Quotations 
Competitive FIXED Prices 
RICS Homebuyer Reports 

Building Surveys 
RICS Registered Valuers 
All Types of Buildings 

Over 30 Years Experience of Surveying Over 30 Years Experience of Surveying 
in the Woking area 

If, like me, you are an outdoorsy sort, then you 
will be itching to get gardening. Traditionally 
plots were cut back and put to bed in 
winter, with the exception of pruning tasks. 
The warmth of the potting shed beckoned 
for repairs, or browsing seed catalogues. 
Planning ahead, reflection and forethought 
are good but there are still jobs to do. Much is 
still flowering now in fact.
Milder temperatures and an extended growing 
season, on average 29 days per year over the 
last decade, mean lawns may still need the 
occasional cut. Keep an eye on watering too as 
containers can dry out. If frost is forecast then 

fleece anything tender – net curtains are great 
for this. Ventilate greenhouses overwintering 
plants where possible to keep grey mould at 
bay. Root cuttings are successful if taken from 
perennials now, or try hardwood cuttings from 
shrubs. As long as the soil is not frozen or wet 
you can also plant – be careful not to cause 
compaction. Bareroot and rootball plants are 
in season and will cost a fraction of the price 
of potted.
If you don’t have enough all important, 
evergreen structure, it will be very apparent 
through your picturesque bifold doors – a 
bare plot doesn’t lift spirits. Great choices 
for adding more framework include Skimmia 
‘Reevesiana’, with a long season of cardinal 
berries in autumn through spring. For a sunny 
porch try Camellia vernalis ‘Yuletide’, flowering 
between November and January. Opt for 
scented evergreen Sarcococca hookeriana 
var. hookeriana ‘Ghorepani’ for tough, dry 
shade.

Winter flowering Clematis need space, but 
require minimal pruning. C. armandii and C. 
cirrhosa are popular fragrant evergreens. 
Position these at the back of a border and 
conceal with mid-height evergreens in front. 
C. napaulensis needs careful siting as it loses 
foliage in summer, but more than makes up 
for it with cream flowers with prominent purple 
tassels brightening the greyest of winter 
days. Viburnum farreri ‘Nanum’ blooms from 
October to February, and Daphne bholua 
‘Spring Herald’ christens the New Year. Both 
are deciduous, highly scented and ideal for 
smaller spaces.
Leave some perennials untouched until 
spring. Acanthus, Achilleas, Phlomis and 
Sedums complement warm season grasses 
Miscanthus and Calamagrostis and all benefit 
wildlife. Shear everything back as new growth 
emerges.
For more inspirational winter planting ideas 
pay a visit to RHS Wisley or Savill Gardens 
(free entry in December) and then get planning 
your garden at home.
Pamela Barden

The Avant Gardener

Pamela Barden. Local garden designer,  
RHS medal winner and gregarious gardener. Clematis napaulensis. 

Photo: Pamela Barden.

Skimmia ‘Reevesiana’. 
Photo: Pamela Barden.
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Trusted dental care since 1954

Sheena Lalani  
and Associates 

Member of the ‘Good Practice Scheme’ 
denoting highest standards as judged 

by the British Dental Association

Our services include:  
• Full range of family dental care  
• Cosmetic dentistry  
• Professional tooth whitening  
• Tooth coloured fillings  
• Veneers, crowns and bridges  
• Hygienists providing preventive care  
• Currently taking on new patients  
• Sympathetic care for the nervous/anxious  
• Practice Care Plans available 
• In-house emergency cover provided

GET READING
Horsell book group
The Horsell Book Group has been running in the village 
for nearly 6 years. We meet in the bar at The Red Lion, 
Horsell, at 7.30pm on the last Monday of the month. We 
are a friendly and social group and read a wide variety of 
books. The group meets each month to discuss the book 
that we have just read, choose one or two books to read 
in the following month and have a drink! 
We like to mix our book choices up a bit and have 
recently read: The Road by Cormac McCarthy, Black 
Box Thinking by Matthew Syed and The Essex Serpent 
by Sarah Perry. We also meet up for ad hoc events. For 
example, we attend author events at Woking Library and 
go to The Guildford Book Festival. Of course, at this time 
of year we also squeeze in a Christmas meal. 
Everyone is welcome, all you need is an interest in 
reading. We can be contacted via our Facebook page 
‘Horsell Book Group’ or just turn up at The Red Lion. We 
look forward to meeting you!

Future Dates: 
Monthly meeting – Monday 27th November 2017 7.30pm
Christmas Meal – Date in December TBC
Monthly meeting – Monday 29th January 2018 7.30pm
Monthly meeting – Monday 26th February 2018 7.30pm

Amanda Kaye

If you can’t make Mondays why not start your own book group? Several Horsell 
Roads already do this, taking it in turns to host (makes for a very easy journey!)

As a Horsell resident, you can get a reading group membership card from 
Surrey Library Service in Woking and borrow sets of books for a small fee.  
Pop into the library or check their website to find out more. 

Photo: Amanda Kaye. Photo: Geoff Banks.

T H E  F A M I LY  YO U  
C A N  T U R N  T O...  

Seven generations of our family have 
been helping and advising local families 

in their time of need. 

For over 230 years we have been 
providing funerals, both modest and 

traditional, with care and compassion.

WOKING 

48-54 Goldsworth Road GU21 6LE 
01483 768942

YOUR LOCAL FUNERAL DIRECTORS
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GET TIDYING

TRADING IN SURREY FOR OVER 50 YEARS

rsmdomesticappliances.com
High Street, Knaphill, Woking Call 01483 475000
Also in Bookham and Ashtead

YOUR LOCAL 
DOMESTIC APPLIANCE 

SUPERSTORE
SALES • ADVICE • REPAIRS

FREE LOCAL DELIVERY UP TO CHRISTMAS EVE

Visit your local showroom or buy online at rsmdomesticappliances.com

Woodlanders –  
Horsell’s handy 
helpers with all 
things overgrown  
September saw a group of Woodlanders 
tidying up Pares Woodland Garden and in 
October we had two working sessions in St 
Mary’s churchyard. The work is always good 
for body and mind in such peaceful surround-
ings. The robin regularly serenades and 
amuses us but really, I am told, he is just very 
opportunistic. Certainly in the Churchyard, we 
uncovered lots of white slug eggs so he had 
a feast. The frog, however, was not too happy 
because all that damp long grass around the 
cool headstones was removed. 
It was fascinating to discover old gravestones 
and surrounds which were totally smothered 
by grass, moss and soil. We were able to help 
by cutting the grass, cutting back hedges and 
ivy and reducing the girth of the magnificent 
yew trees. 
We will be working there again on Saturday 
9th December and Saturday 10th February. 
Thank you to Brian Hughes and St. Mary’s for 
their lovely coffee and cakes. Look out for the 
Lenten Churchyard working week in February. 
In November we will work on Horsell Moor, 
cutting back the willow which encroaches the 
grassy area and in April we will weed around 
the car park of the Village Hall. 
We meet every second Saturday at 9.30am 
until 12.30pm – all welcome!
Contact Caroline Hughes (767980) or 
c.e.hughes@ntlworld.com, or look on Horsell.
interests.me for further details, or just turn up.

Horsell Woodlanders at work over the autumn.  
Photos: Caroline Hughes.
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GET WALKING
Guided Weekly Wednesday 
Walks in Horsell 
Explore the local footpaths and countryside: it’s sociable and good for 
your health! You will be surprised by the vast number of footpaths you 
never knew existed!

When: Every Wednesday at 9.50am ready to start at 10am 
Duration: Return by 12noon at the latest
Where: Meet by the village notice board, High Street  
(outside Seymours) 
First walk: Wednesday 3rd January.
Wear: Warm clothes, waterproofs, gloves and boots.  
Some paths will be muddy! 

In January we are starting weekly walks in Horsell. Each walk lasts 
about 90 minutes but there will always be the option for a shorter loop. 
The meeting point each week will be next to the main notice board 
in Horsell High Street outside Seymours (soon to be known as The 
Horsell Hub). We will always arrive back in the High Street.
People of any age and fitness are welcome. Most walks are do-able 

with a buggy. This is not a club nor is there any fee. There will always 
be someone to talk to or just enjoy the singing of the birds and the 
quiet of the footpaths. Anyone who feels they’d like to get out and 
about but doesn’t want to go out alone, please come and join us 
whenever you can.
We have tried five routes so far which include walks out to the  
Canal either via Wheat- 
sheaf Recreation Ground 
and woods or v ia 
Goldsworth Park Lake. 
Two walks go onto Horsell 
Common, either to the 
sandpits or via Heather 
Farm across the board 
walks. Another walk goes 
to Deep Pool and back via 
Littlewick Common and 
Goldsworth Lake. Soon 
information sheets for all 
the walks will be available 
from The Horsell Hub. 
Wednesday walks will be 
guided but the informa-
tion sheets will allow for 
independent walking.
Contact: Caroline Hughes 
767980 or c.e.hughes@
ntlworld.com and Horsell.
interests.me

Woking  
Funeral Service

A life well 
remembered  
lives on.

Woking Funeral Service  
Knaphill
Anchor Crescent 
Knaphill 
Woking GU21 2PD

01483 397998

New Knaphill branch now open

A funeral is a time to say goodbye and to 
remember the life of the person you 
love. It’s our privilege to be at your side. 
We have been funeral directors for 
generations: this is a way of life for us. 
When someone you love dies, you can 
depend on us.

We’re honoured to be the people you can 
turn to, even at the hardest times.

You can contact us any time or you can 
visit us at
www.wokingfunerals.co.uk

funeralpartners.co.uk
Members of the  
National Association of Funeral Directors

Our new Knaphill branch 
offers disabled access

Woking Funeral Service
119-121 Goldsworth Rd
Woking GU21 6LR

01483 772266

Geoff Hughes – he’ll also be by the notice board.

Meet Caroline Hughes by the notice board.
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GET INVOLVED

Horsell Village W.I. is an evening W.I. meeting at the Village Hall on the fourth Tuesday 
of each month from 8pm - 10pm.
Although we are quite a small W.I. we still enjoy a very varied and interesting programme 
including enlightening speakers, craft evenings, quizzes and competitions. On the food 
side, we have an annual strawberry cream tea, a BBQ and a fish and chip supper. Of 
course, we represent our W.I. at the Village Fete with a cake and produce stall.
2018 marks the centenary of the Women’s Institute in Surrey. To celebrate this landmark 
a Centenary Record Book is to be produced with each W.I. having a double page spread.
We may be small in number but we are very big on fun, friendship and enthusiasm. New 
members can be sure of a very warm welcome. For further details please telephone 
01483 760436.
Joan Cox, President
Horsell’s afternoon WI meets every first Thursday of the month at 1.45pm at Horsell Village 
Hall. Visitors are always welcome. If you want to know more, please check our listing in 
horsell.interests.me. We look forward to meeting you.

beginning

Halstead Preparatory School
Woodham Rise, Woking,
Surrey GU21 4EE

www.halstead-school.org.uk

PREPARATORY SCHOOL FOR
GIRLS AGED 2 – 11 YEARS

Full-time / part-time Nursery sessions available

2 small classes in each year group -
Reception to Year 6

Before and after School Care available

.

Preparing for a happy,
healthy & successful life

‘E
XCELLENT’

IN
 EVERY A

SPECT

(IS
I I

nspectio
n)

Please contact our Registrar to arrange your visit
registrar@halstead-school.org.uk  | 01483 772682

Halstead Educational Trust Ltd: Charity No 270525, Registered in England 1224089

a bright

minibusserviceavailable

Know of a Horsell group that others might be interested in? Email theresidenteditor@gmail.com with your details.

WI – evening and afternoon  
groups available

U3A – the university of the 3rd age
Woking Area U3A organise a range of interest groups, activities and learning opportunities for 
people who are no longer in full time work but who want to continue to be active, learn and make 
new friends. We currently have over 90 groups which meet in the Woking area, including art and 
crafts, bridge, discussions, history, languages, music and walking.

A wide range of groups take place in Horsell. For example, you can join in with digital photography, 
‘Hootennany’, Investment and the ‘U3A Shed’ for model makers and collectors. There are also 
groups in nearby Goldsworth Park, Knaphill, Chobham and Bisley. The U3A also arranges 
holidays, theatre trips and days out, as well as a monthly meeting with a speaker followed by the 
opportunity for members to socialise over a cup of tea. 

If you are interested in any of these subjects, or others which Woking Area U3A has to offer, 
please have a look at our website where the full programme is available. www.wokingareaU3A.
co.uk or you can email for more information membership@wokingareaU3A.co.uk or just pick up 
the phone 323285. 

Jackie Ring

Part of the WI Surrey Centenary Record Book. 
Photo: Joan Cox.

Why not join in?
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GET GIVING
The York Road Project
Fay Kearnley from The York Road Project gave an illustrated talk at the HRA Open Forum 
about the work of the charity which helps to get adults back on their feet after their life has 
disintegrated around them. Individuals can go from a stable position with job, home and partner 
to a life of homelessness on the streets when the relationship or job, or both, fail and their life 
spirals downwards.
Immediate help might be a warm jacket, sleeping bag and torch and then sheltered accommodation 
where the clients can start to rebuild their often chaotic lives, with help and education in basic 
life skills, organisation, training and activities, rebuilding their self-confidence and self-esteem.
The York Road Project has its central offices and meeting rooms on Goldsworth Road, provided 
by Woking Borough Council, along with some houses. 
Fay, Cath Streeter and rest of the staff are truly dedicated to the wellbeing of their clients. Indeed, 
Fay had been working since 5.30am, and then managed to speak to us in the evening. Fay has 
particular empathy for the plight of their clients because she knew homelessness as a teenager 
and now she is a most eloquent ambassador for others as well as offering practical help at so 
many levels. Fay’s talk was informative, moving and inspirational.
Soon, they will be planning how to share Christmas with their clients and planning the menu. This 
is a truly dedicated team.
The HRA, in the form of the Second Thursday Club, is so pleased that we were able to donate 
£1350 to YRP from the proceeds of the Horsell Calendar 2017 but this represents a drop in 
the ocean for all their needs. Have a look 
at their website www.yorkroadproject. 
org.uk or this list of required donations 
and think about what you could do to help. 
Caroline Hughes
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Alan Greenwood & Sons 
 

Independent Family Funeral Directors 
 

5, The Parade 
Frimley,  

Camberley 
GU16 7HY 

01276 684 650 
 

1 Anchor Hill,  
Knaphill,  
Woking  

GU21 2HL 
01483 487889 

 

2 Aldershot Road 
Woodbridge Hill 

Guildford 
GU2 8AF 

01483 567845 
 

14 Guildford Road 
Bagshot 

GU19 5JH 
01276 473 707 

 
 

Mimbridge Garden Estate 
Station Road 

Chobham 
GU24 8AR 

01276 858363  
 

66 Send Road 
Send,  

Woking 
GU23 7EU 

01483 210 222  
 

Visit Our Website for Full Details of Our Services and to View All Our Local Obituaries 
www.alangreenwoodfunerals.com 

 

Caring and Compassionate Service 24 hours 365 days  
Latest Jaguar or Mercedes Funeral Vehicles  

Golden Charter Pre-paid Funeral Plans  
Home Visit Arrangements  

Everything you would expect from a Funeral Director  
We will not be beaten on price 

Donations required – 
see the website for more details

 New boxer shorts
 Socks “in good nic”
 Warm hoodies or jumpers
 Winter coats or waterproofs
  Sleeping bags (no duvets or pillows 
please as they soak up too much 
water which can lead to hyperthermia)
  Gloves, hats and scarfs
  Thermos flasks
  Breakfast cereals (preferably 
anything other than cornflakes)
  Condiments / spreads like 
Jam or peanut butter
  Salt / Pepper / Sugar
  Squashes
  Pot noodles/ Super noodles 
(food that can be cooked by 
just adding hot water)
  Coffee/ Tea/ Hot Chocolate
  Deodorant (male or female)
  Shampoo / Conditioner
  No soap please (it’s really hard for 
the rough sleepers to carry it round 
once it has been used once)

To make it easy for you to donate, you can do so in Horsell. Please bag and label your donations and drop them off under the car port at  
Birch House, Horsell Birch. We will collate the donations and make sure they get to the YRP.
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HISTORY

Born in Croydon in 1902, Mary Elizabeth Brett, 
known as ‘Molly’, was brought up in Surrey, 
moving first to Kenley, and then by 1911 to 
Grove Cottage in Sandy Lane, Maybury. By 
1916 the family had moved to Maybury Lodge, 
next to the former College Arms and Molly 
stayed there with her parents, not moving to 
Horsell until her mother died in 1947. Molly 
went to school at the nearby Maybury House 
School, and Crofton Grange, Orpington. In her 
youth she was a renowned hockey player.
Her mother, Mary Gould Brett (née Latham), 
was a well-respected animal painter who 
kept a variety of animals, including a cow, 
a donkey, goats and a turkey while Molly 
kept rabbits, mice, cats and dogs at various 
times and taught Molly life drawing. Brett’s 
love of drawing can be seen in her animals, 
to which she gives a naturalistic charm, 
whilst still illustrating their human qualities. 
Molly’s father, John Vaughan Brett, worked 
in insurance. However, World War I saw him 
Captain-in-Charge of the administration of 
water transport in Mesopotamia (Iraq) where 
he gained an MBE for this work. After the 
war, he resumed his insurance career as well 
as being involved in Waifs and Strays (the 
original name of the Children’s Society), and 
the Sailors’ Aid Society, dying in 1941.
After studying a correspondence course in 
illustration, Molly took courses at the Press 
School and Guildford School of Art, and 
worked as a freelance illustrator, writing and 

illustrating children’s books from 1934. One 
of her earliest commissions was to illustrate 
stories by Enid Blyton. Working in watercol-
our, pen and pencil, Molly also produced 
illustrations for stationery and greetings cards. 
At Guildford School of Art she met Margaret 
Tarrant, who lived in Peaslake and painted in 
a similar manner, but whose work concentrat-
ed more on fairies as well as religious scenes. 
Molly developed a close association with 
the publishing company Medici, writing and 
illustrating 21 books. Medici also published 
the books of Margaret Tempest and Margaret 
Tarrant (who became a director of the 
company). Besides Molly’s books, the Medici 
Society published over 500 of her paintings as 
postcards, greetings cards and prints. 
Molly Brett’s inspiration for her illustrations was 
taken from the world around her.  Molly liked 
to make her animal paintings look realistic and 
visited the Natural History Museum and even 
a cattle market for inspiration, preferring to 
paint from life rather than from photographs. 
When painting teddy bears she liked to use 
old ones as models as she said they did not 
have a personality until they had been played 
with. Over the years both her subject matter 
of anthropomorphic animals in rural settings 
and her style of illustration have gone out of 
fashion, but she is remembered by an older 
generation, particularly in Horsell, where 
village scenes can be recognized in some of 
her work. In Robin Finds Christmas she used 

Horsell High Street as a basis for her setting, 
with a view from the church tower and hints 
of the church doorways and pulpit. She did 
not always include a full background in her 
illustrations, but landmarks such as Horsell 
Common and St Mary’s Church in Horsell 
(where she was a regular worshipper) are a 
recurring theme.
In Horsell she made her home at ‘The 
Bungalow’ in Horsell Vale, but she did not 
like that name and, as she was walking in her 
garden planning how it would be, heard the 
bells of Horsell Church strike and alighted on 
the name ‘Chimes Cottage’ – even though in 
later life there was a note by the door “Do not 
ring the bell”. Molly was a shy, retiring lady, 
although she joined the Woking Society of 
Arts and the Women’s Institute. 
From the 1950s her near neighbour was her 
brother John Baldwin Brett, known as Bill, who 
had worked and lived in India for many years 
and first returned to a hotel in Weybridge 
owned by (possibly) a relative, before moving 
to Horsell. There he became a member of 
both Surrey County Council and Woking 
Urban District Council for some years and 
died in 1982. Molly died on 17 April 1990 at 
Coxhill Manor Nursing Home, Chobham, and 
her funeral was held at her beloved Horsell 
Church six days later.
Richard and Rosemary Christophers

Molly Brett (1902-1990) – a local artist
Molly Brett – photo from Medici Society via 

Maggie Pulle’s family tree on Ancestry.
With thanks to the Medici Society

Roll of honour for both World Wars framed and 
hanging by the organ in St Mary’s Church, painting  
by Molly Brett, c. 1990. This date is given in the  
NADFAS survey of Horsell’s church buildings and  
artefacts and if accurate would be among her last  
works. Reproduced by kind permission of  
St Mary’s Church. Photo: R & R Christophers.

Welcome notice in the porch of St Mary’s Church, 
Horsell, c. 1985, with lettering by Andrew Couper. 
Reproduced by kind permission of St Mary’s Church.
 Photo: R & R Christophers.
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TRADING IN SURREY FOR OVER 40 YEARS

www.rsmdomesticappliances.com

First choice for 
domestic appliance
repairs and service

Call 01483 539531

• Fixed call-out
• Fast response

• Built-in / freestanding machines

Sources and acknowledgements: 
Ancestry.co.uk
File at The Lightbox, which includes text of Revd 
John Fowles’ address at Molly’s funeral.
Cards and books by Molly are in the collections at 
The Lightbox and may be looked at on request.
Philip Moll for photograph of Molly Brett on Horsell 
Common and his 1972 diary entry.
St Mary’s Church for permission to copy illustrations 
by her in the Church.

Diary notes - Philip Moll
Sunday 11/01/1972
A beautifu l morning and day. 

Walked to Horsell Moor opposite 
the Brewery Road carpark and 
f irst photographed the cobwebs 
on the gorse. Then photographed 
an oldish lady dressed in a 
light green  su it, walking along 
the diagonal track across the 
moor towards Broomhall road.

The lady was an artist who 
lived locally and was collecting 
Autumnal  materia ls, 
bracken, leaves and fungi  
for another painting.

We exchanged information 
about the Wildlife on the 
Common. She mentioned recent 
Fox sightings late at night and 
showed me some F ly Agaric 
nearby. She also talked of seeing 
a Great Spotted Woodpecker. 

We parted and I continued on 
my walk to the sandpit common.

History detectives required!
We’ve had a request from someone who has just discovered that some of her ancestors were the Moore family of Horsell. Stephen Moore 
ran the Red Lion from before 1841 until 1876, also being the postmaster some of that time. One of his sons, Edward, was a professional 
athlete who ran races on Wheatsheaf Green in the 1860s. Edward married the daughter of the landlord of the Wheatsheaf. Stephen was 
father of nine children, so there could still be family members around. Our enquirer asked if any of the family are still in Horsell. If you know 
of a link with the large Moore family, please email theresidenteditor@gmail.com and we’ll pass on your details. 

Molly Brett walking on Horsell Common in 1972 gathering leaves as 
subjects for a painting. Reproduced by kind permission of Philip Moll, 
then a Horsell resident and now living in New Zealand, who spoke 
to Molly on that day and in whose hallway the original photograph is 
hanging. Photo: Philip Moll.

With thanks to The Lightbox – Molly’s poster for the WI 
(date unknown). Photo: R & R Christophers.
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